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In 1960, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod had 827 congregations and 346,790 baptized
members in 16 states. In 2009, the Wisconsin Synod had 1,279 congregations and 389,545 baptized
members in 48 states. In that fifty years God has given our synod some wonderful opportunities to
preach law and gospel and win souls for his kingdom in places where we were not doing that before.
This paper seeks to organize a record of those new opportunities to preach law and gospel and the new
souls won for God's kingdom.

A caution

When looking at statistics or any record of the past it can be easy to see the successes as
something we can take credit for. While we may be the instruments God uses, it is important to
remember that we are only clay jars and that God gets credit for all the success. The WELS has grown
over the last fifty years, but not from our own abilities or strengths. The WELS has grown because God’s
Word and the Sacraments are living and active. May he alone get the honor and p}aise for the
successes.

How this paper was put together

Most of this paper is a listing of our WELS churches and their current baptized membership. My
original intent for this paper was to find a record of any new area that we had done any mission work in
over the last fifty years and find out what the results of those mission efforts were. | ran into the
problem that the definitions for the types of work done have changed a lot over the years. For example,
what exactly defined a preaching station has changed over the last fifty years. Sometimes they received
funding and sometimes they did not. Sometimes they received marj;bower and sometimes they did not.
Sometimes they were allowed to officially organize as a congregation and other times they were not.
Because it was not always clear exactly what was happening in a given area it would be misleading to

categorize it. Therefore to get a more accurate view of our new church efforts over the last fifty years, |
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decided to include only congregations that we’re officially organized. Most of these churches received
some type of synod support. Where they did not, it has been noted.

The sources for this paper include the 1960 through 2009 Statistical Reports of the Wisconsin
Ev. Lutheran Synod and also Synodical and District Convention Proceedings. When there was differing
information among these documents | went with the information from the latest statistical reports
unless there were several documents that showed the latest statistical report may have been wrong.
Other information was gleaned from church websites and personal e-mails.
Why 1960?

| decided to begin my statistical searcH with 1960. The reason for this was twofold. The first is
that fifty years is a good round number to work with. The second is that after the WELS break with the
LCMS in 1961 there was a concern that we would lose many WELS members by transfer to another
synod because we did not have WELS churches spread out across the nation. For this reason new church
starts were begun in areas and in numbers that our synod had not done before.
Current WELS membership

Under the grace of God, WELS new church efforts since 1960 have produced congregations that

care for 98,602 souls. These churches make up 25.7% of the membership in the WELS.

Current Membership
Membership in churches

# Churched begun begun 1960 and after 100,408
1960 and after Membership in churches
& Churches begun begun before 1960 289,137

before 1960
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Current WELS congregations

While the percentage of WELS members who belong to a church begun in 1960 or later is only
25.7%, the percentage of congregations that make up the synod is much higher. Of the 1,279
congregations in the WELS, 524 of them are churches begun in 1960 or later. That is about 41% of our

total WELS congregations

& Congregations

begun in 1960 or Current WELS congregations A .

after Congregations begun in 1960 or later | 524
& Congregations Congregations begun before 1960 755

begun before

1960

Continued growth in our new churches

The average membership at a WELS church is 304. Below you can see the average WELS church

membership by decade.

300

250

200 Current Growth |
1960s 284

150 1970s 171
1980s 149

100 1990s 190
2000's 151

50 Average
WELS church 304
0 7 }
1970s 1980s 1990s 2000's
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Closed congregations

Some of our churches have not grown as we would have wished. We know that the Lord of the
harvest will always accomplish his plans and we praise him for the 89% of churches that were organized

that are still with us today.

Closed Congregations

B New Churched NeW ChurChes that
that have closed have closed or left 65
or left New churches that

&8 New churches remain 524

that remain

An analysis of new church starts in the WELS

If the WELS was made up of only churches that were opened before 1960 our synod
membership would be 290,943. This would leave our synod smaller than it was 1960. With no new
church openings our synod would have experienced a loss of 55,847 or 1,117 per year. For various

reasons there is a natural decay in all churches.

If we look at the average growth of churches started in the last 50 years we find that these
churches have grown an average of 8.3 members per year. Therefore, if we want to keep our
membership in the WELS near the 400,000 baptized souls it is reasonable to Sonclude that we should
plan on opening at least five new churches every year. This number is assuming that five new churches
are opened year after year and that they grow at an average of 8.3 members per year for thirty years
and that only 10% of our new churches will close. These five new churches per year will only help us to

remain at around 400,000 baptized souls. If we want to grow as a church body we will need to open

more than just five new churches a year.
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Concluding Remarks

For a variety of reasons some churches will close and have declining membership. Populations
shift. People who once found work in states like Michigan and Ohio are now finding work in states like
Alabama and Arizona. Satan also works against the church as he in a number of ways attacks the flock. If
we want to continue to carry out the mission of strengthening the souls God has entrusted to the WELS
and also bringing his Word to the world we will need to be opening new churches. This is part of a good
stewardship of the many gifts God has given to us as a church body. It is my hope that this paper gives

evidence of the great things God has done and can give some guidance as we go forward.
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An index of new church starts by year since 1960

City State Dist. Year yemess
Menomon eFaIIs ’ SEW[ 1960 1635’

St. Mark's Iron River Ml NWI | 1960 41

1961 City State Dist. Year s

Christ the Lord Brookfield 1961

Trinity Morenci

1962 City State Dist. Year s

Gethsemane | Tigard __ [or_[pNw [1962| 52

1962 15| |

Stockton 1962 closed

1963 . ity State Dist. Year

aton Rapids | MI_|
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City State Dist. Year Membe,sm,,'
Calvary 1964

Wis. Luth. Chapel Madison
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City State Dist. Year Membmmp‘
1965 | 30|

St. Michaelis SEWI | 1965 no synodical support
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City State Dist. Year Mem.,e,shi,,

-—
Stames |prarieDusac __ |wi |wwifo66| 192] |

St. Matthew

1967 ' City State Dist. Year Mambarnie . Notes

Apostles of Christ SEWI | 1967 no synodical support

Star of Bethlehem New Berlin WI SEWI | 1967 1130 | no synodical support
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1968 . City State Dist. Year e
1968

--—

St. Paul

: 11969 ,
Billings

dackson  |wi_|m J109] 130} |
Kebuna  |BC |PNW|19%9]|  Olclosed |
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1970 . City State Dist. Year oy

AbidingWord | Houston _[Tx
(CrossofChrist | Kingman Az [ac [1970] 16| |

m

St Peter Fort Collms

1971 . City State Dist. Year omesnp _Notes

Beautiful Savior 1971 45| |

Trinity
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1972 City State Dist. Year wemvershin

AmazingGrace _[Taylor _ |mi_[wmi |1072]  Ofclosed |

Peace  llovespark I [sewijio72| 2s0] |
ov |1o72] s1f |
I T T ) BT E—

Gainesville
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City State Dist. Year yomuesne
65
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City State Dist. Year wemsersnp
1974
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City State Dist. VYear bt

lo75| 139 |
St. And

Syndoulos Fairbanks
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Year Me,,,',,e,sh,p Notes
1976

- 1976 City State Dist.

ITEECA T
el lolewile  wi |wwi| 6| 26|
it ledonprrie  [wn | | o6 | e

16| oldwed |
W ool w0
i lsown o] e
n w o] oldosea

Good Shepherd SEW
Holy Redeemer
Nathanael

Hollidaysburg _
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1977 City State Dist. Year Mmoo Notes

LT [ S N - 1 Y I—
Pee  lpowder oo [N || 7| |
Shepherdofthe Hils [ knowile [N [sa || 7| ]
ke |Gondfepds  [WN [N [ tem7| 1] ]

Membership.

1978 _ City State Dist. Year

Abiding Grace Greenvzle/Slmpsonwlle -

LR — vy E—
T S L3 R MY

1979 City State Dist. Year ‘'ewbet® . Notes

Our Savior

Strongsville
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Beautiful Savior Topeka KS NE 1979 97

| Ste (A [pw || u]

St. Mark Leesburg FL SA 1979 95

Membership

1980 City State Dlst Year Notes

A LT ) ) —

I S o W e E—
(urSoior | Hendersonwile [ NC_[SA | 1980|  Ofcosed
SiMothew | portweshingion Wi [Sewi| tos0| omr|

"Gy State Dist_Vear M=
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Abiding Faith Pinehurst

1982  City State Dist. VYear Memterne

N T N I ]

St. Paul

1983 - City State Dist. Year Memoesh Notes |

e —r
Beoutulsavor | Moriets [ Ga_[sA | 1983
T T — L ) —
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1984 City State Dist. Year 'emrote

Beautiful Savior Gray/Portland 1984

1985 City State Dist. VYear ~Memuerhe

Abldlng Faith Forth Worth 'TX|sc | 1985 166

1986 _ City State Dist. Year Mt  Notes

---—
(CrossofChrist | Portage | Wi |wwi | 1s86] 17|
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1987 . City State Dist. Year Membershe | Notes

idngSavor | Elchver [N [un | o7 |t
Emmanuel  [lasCruces  |NM_|AC 97| 10| |
e | Wphrete oA [sA | mr| 13|

1988 City State Dist. Year Memeert

T 7 [ E N

1989 City State Dist. Year Mo

Abiding Peace Streamwood/Elgin - SEWI | 1989 116

Newbfe [Shorevew [N VN || e

Peace New York NY SA 1989 0 | closed

1990 = City State Dist. Year Memteshe ___ Notes

T T L ) - ——
ChistourSovor | Grandfapids M| i | 1990
Heitage | Lindenhurst | -'L-SEW'-l%O-ﬂ—

Living Water Hot Springs SC no synodical support

Redeemer Roswell

_ City State Dist. Year "=t = Notes
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Divine Savior Miami/Doral FL SA 1991 207 | restarted in 2004

-

' Membership..

1992 City State Dist. Year Notes

--—
BeautfulSaior |peoskey  [wi|mi|1e2| s |

W (| e
A (WA 99|  olded |
I N N 2 I

1993 ' City State Dist. Year Membershie Notes

M. S ) E—

I T R— T

_ City State Dist. VYear 'ereth
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Bethel SIOUX Falls no synodical support

T 3
Lungrope |redmond  [wa [pww | fsea| 27| |
Moutanview —cagry A |ow | ees| Ta| |

1995 i City State Dist. Year Memerhe Notes

Morning Star SEWI | 1995 no synodical support

1996 ' City State Dist. Year "emeeshe Notes

Risen Savior Cedar Grove closed

Membership

1997 City State Dist. Year Notes

amboGod [ phoeni a2 [aC [to97| 17|
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City State Dist. Year Membeshe

--—

1999 C|ty State  Dist. Year Memeste Notes

m-—

\ Shepherd of the Hills West Bend

City State Dist. Year Memberstie - Notes

vChrist Our Savior Vermillion

2001 . City State Dist. Year Membeshie __ Notes

---—
3

,

RsenSovor [ Mcratend Wi [wwi [0t ]
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2002 City State Dist. VYear Membestio
Abiding Savior

2003 ' City State Dist. Year Membesh " Notes

D N N )

ope | RonchoCucamonge [ CA [aC [ 003] o] |
pendible | Ovfordfsummerteld [ s 2003 | |




A Statistical Report and Analysis of New Church Growth in the WELS Westra 26

City State Dist. Year Memberhe Notes

Abiding Faith -- 2004 from Sola Scriptura
Christ Our King 2004 no synodical support

Divine Savior

--—

ictory of the Lamb

2005 City State Dist. Year Memberhi Notes

—Mlghty Fortress —leam 16A |sa
Shepherd of the Hills

Sheridan

2006 ' City State Dist. VYear Membeshie ~ Notes

Shepherd of the Plains | Fort Morgan 2006 m no synodical support

2007 _ City State Dist. Year Membeshn Notes.

--—
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2008 City State Dist. Year Memberhie

sew
Shepherd in the Pines ~ [ACc 2008 ’

' Shepherd of the Mesa | Battlement Mesa

The Springs

. . City State Dist. Year Membership




