OUR BICENTENNIAL PRAYER AND GOAL: A NATION UNDER GOD

1) All of us are familiar with the words of the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America, and to the republic for which it stands...™ These thoughts

were put_into their familiar form by one Francis Bellamy in 1892 for a

national school program to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the dis-
éovery of America, and have since been recited countless times, espe:-
cially in our schools, and have become familiar to and beloved by all,
In July, 1954, Congress voted to make a small but significgnt change
in the wording of this Pledge of Allegiance, so that it now continues:
Tone nation, UNDER GOD, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.F®
2) "One nation, under God!"™ These are fine sounding, impressive

- words, indeed. But exactly what do they mean? We need not concern
ourselves here with what these words meant to those who proposed and
voted the change in wording. No doubt there were a varieﬁy of under-
standings and interpretations, some good and proper, others misguided

or even completely false. Rather let us determine from God's Word
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what they properly can and should mean for us a%\L'theran Christianc
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today.
3) Not only will such a correct understanding be of value in itself
for us as American citizens, but it can also help us to celebrate our
present national anniversary in a manner that will bring lasting bless-
ings to us and to our beloved nation. We will let these words provide
us with our theme for this bicentennial essay:

OUR BICENTENNIAL PRAYER AND GOAL: A NATION UNDER GOD
Such a nation humbly acknowledges that:

I God establishes a nation and its rulers.

IT God assigns proper functions to its rulers.
IIT God appoints important duties for its citizens
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I A NATION UNDER GOD ACKNOWLEDGES THAT GOD ESTABLISHES NATION & RULER

L) Ih his classic statement on the relations of the Christian to se~
cular government in Romans 13 St. Paul Sayé:r‘”Everyone must submit him-
self to the governing authorities, for there is no-éuthority except

that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been
_established by God."™ (Rom.13:1 - NIV) According to Paul, God is the
originator of the governments that rule in this world. Is Paul correct?
How is this to be understood? It may be of value for a correct under-

- standing of Paul to look at the 0ld Testament to determine what it tells
us about the origins of government. From the statement that God ori-

ginated government one might logically conclude that at some point in

Old Testament history God decreed: "Now you men are going to get a
government; and this is how it is going to be!"™ Was that the case?
5) As we go through Genesis we find that it gives us no information

as to any government that might have been organized before the flood.
After the flood in Genesis 10 we find the listings of the descendants
of Shem, Ham, and Japheth which were born after the flood. We are told
how these people spread out across southern Europe, southwestern Asia,
and northeastern Africa establishing cities and nations. We read of the
city of Babel and its ambitious but illfated attempt to disregard God's
commands by building a tower that is to reach up to heaven, help keep
all the people together, and make a name for themn,

6) We meet Nimrod, famed as the "mighty hunter before the Lord.™

He is described as the first ”gibbdr;” a strong man or despot. DBegin-
ning with Babel he expands his despotic rule over three other cities in
the Piain of Shinar. Then, ambitions still unsatisfied, he moves 200
miles up the Tigris valley to build Nineveh and three additional cities

there. Empires and imperialist expansionism may be said to have begun
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here, Delitsch commeﬁts rather fittingly: "This first chief of state
represents rebellion with his name; (the Hebrew root from which "Nim-
rod" is formed means to rebel) and déspotism with his rule;" L The
next ruler we meet is one of the Egyptian Pharaohs., When Abraham seeks
to escape a Palestinian drought in Egypt, Pharaoh's courtiers quickly
spot Sarah's rare beaity and tfy to add her to Pharaoh's harem. Fear-
ing for his life, Abraham had instructed Sarah to say she was Abraham's
sister. By a plague God intervenes and tells Pharaoh to keep his hands
off Sarah, and Abraham and Sarah are ushered out of the country. Using
beautiful women as proofs and badges of high political office and using -
the power of political office as a means for giving free reigh to lust
were not invented in Washington.

7) Genesis 14 brings us a whole list of political firsts. We now

"~ have kings rather than strong men (no less than nine in one story).
There are military alliances, armies, and battles. The kings of Sodom
and Gomorrah, going down to defeat, are forced to pay tribute to King
Chedorlaomer and three allied kings from Babylonia. After twelve years
of paying tribute Sodom, Gomorrah and three neighboring cities get fed
up and refuse any further tribute. This brings another expedition by
Chedorlaomer and his allies. In the ensuing battle the armies of Sodom
and Gomorrah are pﬁt to:flight, thé cities are captured and thoroughly
plundered,‘andnmmyiinhabitants, Lot among them, carried off as hostages

or slaves. Here Abraham intervenes. He organized 318 of his servants

w0

into a little army, overtakes, surprises, and routs the armies from the
east and brings back all the captives and plunder.
8) The first rulers mentioned in the Bible clearly are not an espe-

cially godly or noble lot. In fact this picture of early nations and
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their rulers in Genesis reminds us of present day conditions, Russians
are "just visiting" all across eastern Europe. Cubans and Russians |
turnvup in Angola to help assure victory for the right party in a three
way civil war. Coups bring strong men to power in several South Ameri-
can countries. ~ If we . can judge by appearances, the aggressors "shall
inherit the earth.m

9)  But what does our brief look at early rulers and governments in
the Bible suggest concerning the origin of governments?  Well, we see

a variety of governments. Abraham with approximately. a thousand ser-
vants (assuming there were comparable numbers of women and children)
might be called a ruler, something like the Arabian desert chiefs still
found today. His informal, patriarchal rule surely was kind and good
He organized his 318 man army only in defenseiof Lot. :His refusal to
accept any of the plunder from Sodom and the other cities which was
‘offered him proves he was the opposite of rapacious men like Nimrod

and Chedorlaomer. And surely the mysterious Melchizedek,, king of Sa-
‘lem and priest of the Most High God, who blessed Abraham on this. occa-
sion, must have been a wise and good ruler. But on the other hand we
have energetic, ambitious; power-hungry Nimrod building up an empire at
the expense of anyone and everyone in his way. We notice how Chedor-
laomer finds a way to help his "neighbors" (they lived almost a 1000
miles away) by relieving them of their excess cash. We notice that
kings become all the fashion of the day so that every city, even Zoar,
of which Lot a little later told the angel: "Is it not a little one?"
boasts a king.

10) But where in all this beside the incident at the tower of Babel

do we see the hand of God ordaining and establishing'g0vernments? Was
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Paul politically naive and totally innocent of the facts of political
life from the days of Nimrod to Nero. Paul certainly was fully aware
of the governments described in Genesis and aware of the similarities
to "heroeé" like Herod. Paul then clearly could not have intended in
Romans 13 to say that God éstablishes governments through direct inter-
vention, dictating the form of government to be used and the rulers to
be selected. Paul certainly was fully aware of the human element we
notice in the establishing and toppling of governments. But he also
understood that God had a hand in this in that he created man in such
a way that , whenever his numbers grew he felt a need for a form of or-
ganization, for leadership and authority té preservé peace andvorder.
God créated mankind so that some men have a talent and inclination to
step forward and become leaders when the need arises.,

11) Luther pointed to the example of Cain as evidence that man was
created with a need for government. When Cain murdered Abel there
was no government. There was no commandment that said; "Thou shalt
not kill;” No Word of God that said: ™Whoso sheds man's blood, by
man shall his blood be shed," (Gen. 9:6) no police to arrest Caiﬁ and
punish him, Nevertheless Cain was afraid: "Everyone that finds me
will slay me,™ he complained, God is a God of justice and order. Man,
His creation, has a knowledge of God's holy law in his heart, he has a
sense of justice, and feels a desire for the order and authority to
provide them,‘ And so he eétablishes‘authority and government in every
‘type and siie of nation.

12) Another factor in the establishing of governments is God's gen-
eral rule and control of the world which He created, which is referred

to as Divine Providence. Paul told the Athenians on Mars' Hill: ¥From
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one man He (God) made every nation of men; that they should inhabit the
whole earth; and He determined the times set for them and the skact
places where they should live.” (Acts 17:26—NIV) Thus while strong
‘men, klngs and emporers are convinced that they are 1n full control of
:Lhelr land, accordlng to Paul, it is God who controls the rise of na-
‘tlons and sets the limits of thelr gfowth and cxpan51on. He'also deter-
mines the times when new empires arise, and when thcy agaln Wlll fade
fvom the scene. Moses expressed similar thoughts: "When the ‘most

ngh d1v1dod the nations their inheritance, when He separated the sons
of Adam, He set the bounds of - thc people.” (Deut, 32:8)

13) But not only does kScripture teach that God sets the genérsl out-
| iines of history and‘the basic courses of nations. He also "has a

hand” in the rise and fall of individual rulers. In Romans 13 Paul
said: "There is no authority except that which God has estabiished,

The authorities that exist have been established by God{" _In the

course sf His ﬁrial before Pilste, Christ told that proud Roman: "You
would have no authority over me, unless it had been given you from a-
bove. ™ (John 19:11-NASB) Hundreds of years earlier Daniél had told
Nebuchadnezzar, at the tlmc the gruatest ruler on earth He (God)
changes the times and the seasons, He removes kings and sets up kings,"
(Dan. 2:21) Even proud and successful Nebuchadnezzsr hiMself, after
God»had afflicted him for a sssson with insanity, so that hs lived 1like
an animal in the wilderness, when he had been restofed L

to his rule, confessed: "The Most High rules in'the.kingdom of men and
gives it to whomever He will."™ (Dan. Q:32> When she Bibleidescfibes
Christ as "Lord of Lords and King df kings," (R@v,'lézlé)”it is>sscrib"

ing to Him this divine work§ of sontrolling all hationsAand their
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rulers.

14) Now our understanding has difficulties harmonizing ﬁhe Scriptures'
teaching that God is in full control of the existence of nations, with
what we observe in this world, where it appears that men, especially

the mighty and aggressive in high place%;run things. But the teaching
of God's Word is clear. Let us trust it and find comfort and reassur-
ance in it.

15) But someone may ask: if God is in complete control of all nations
and governments, does that mean that the human rulers are mere robots,
automatically doing what God has programmed them to do? And if God
~picks our presidents, is there any use in voting? If the power that
rulers have to do either good or evil is given them from above, does't
that mean that God ultimately is responsible for Herod's slaughter of
the Innocents, for the horrors of Auschwitz, Buchenwald, and Dachau,

for the barbarity and injustice of a "Gulag Archipeligo?"

16) God's activity of controlling the affairs of all nations is as

has been said, a part of what is termed His Divine Providence. This

has been defined as the activity according to which "God actually pre-
serves and governs the whole universe and all individual creatures in

it through His omnipresence and His omnipotence," as Pieper puts it.3
17) The fact that God in His omnipresence, omniscience, and omnipo-
tence rules all things does not exclude the existence or functioning
either of the laws of Nature or the human mind and will, Rather God

so directs them and uses their effects that His will is done. In
spiritual matters we men are by nature slaves of sinf We do not have
the ability to choose what is good. All our decisions, all our actions

are tainted, corrupted by sin. But in the everyday affairs of this life
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we do have a certain freedom of choice. We can choose to get up in the
morning, or stay in bed; to wear a blue shirt or a white one; to vote
Democratic ér Republican. We can decide and we are responsible before
_éod for our decisions. Although He is unalterably opposed to sin, and
_punishes.it, God permité man to sin; Yet He uses also the éinful ac-
utions and decisions of men as well as their consequences to His own
good purposes., "All things work together for good to them that love
God." (Rom, 8:28)

18) Perhaps the best illustration of how the will and working of God
and the désires, decisions, and actions of men combine ultimately to
accomplish what God wills is the story of how Joseph was sold into sla-
very by his brothers. The brothers wanted to vent their jealous anger
ontJoseph and sold him as a slave. Potiphar was looking for a slave
and bought Joseph. Pharaoh's butler and baker wantgd someone to inter-
pret their dreams. Joseph was there in prison to do it, thanks to
Potiphar's wife. Through the Butler Joseph came to interpret Pharaoh's
dfeam and become prime ministef,of Egypt. God used the evil thoughts
and‘actions of the brothers and Potiphar's wife to place Joseph where
he could be instrumental in saving the lives of the members of his
own family and countless Egyptians in the great seven year famine. 'Ye
thought evil agaiﬁst me, but God meant it unto good, to save much people
alive," is how Josephvexplained it to his brothers later,

19) Thus we must say that when governing authorities do wrong. whe-
ther on a'small or large scale, they are responsible for and will be
judgéd before God.for their écfions. If they carry out some evil plan
'successfully; we must say that God has permitted that evil,,but we may

~also be sure that He will turn it to ends that are just and ultimately
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good., God is in contfol. He IS the King of all kings, the Lord and
Master of all emporers, dictators, and presidents.
20) A nation under God? Yes, indeed! In a sense the congressmen
who voted the change in wording of the Pledge of Allegiance were wast-
ing their time. ALL nations are inescapably under God, He controls
the history of all. The important question-is whether the rulers and
citizens of our country remember and acknowledge that fact.
21) "One nation, under God." May those words, as often as we recite
thém, remind us that all we are and have as a nation has been ehtrusted
to us by the Almighty. Truly, we should be overwhelmed with a sense
of God's great goodness and our own unworthiness of so great blessings.
We sing: "This land is my land, this land is your land," let us re-
call who gave us a land so fertile that, for example, we can export
two-thirds of our wheat crop. The over six billion bushels of corn
farmers expect to harvest would surely dwarf the stores of grain gath-
ered by Joseph during the seven good years, We enjoy a largely health-
ful, favorable climate, great mineral resources, amd an infinite variety
of scenic beauty, thaf‘should move us to sing with a grateful heart:

) Beautifullfdr spacious skies,

For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties

Above the fruited plain

America, Americal

GOD SHED HIS GRACE ON THEE!™W
22) - Nor is that all by far. The Lord of all nations has blessed our
citizens with health, energy, discipline, and a great abundance and
variety of talents,. We regularly take these for granted. But our re- -,

turning foreign missionaries often comment about them. Only rarely in

its two hundred years has any portion of our land been touched by the
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searing hand of war. Tranquility and prosperity have been the rule,
especially during the last one hundred years.
23) . In addition ~ and this is one of God's greateét blessings - we
have a government not of strong men, despots and tyrants, but govern-
ment "of the people, by the people, and for the people., ™ Since 1789
the highest authority in our land hasibeen a constitution which guar-
antees to us such precious freedoms as: freedom of religion,‘worship,
and conscience, freedom of speech, freedomlof assembly, freedom of the
press, freedom of the Church from the control and 1ntprfprence of the
State, so that we can meet to worship where and when we plense, accord-
ing to God's Word and our conscience s, so° that we can confess Christ
and testify to our falth withou hindrance or fear. We can voice our
opinions in all matters without danger of reprisal. Surely in this
Bicentennial we should thank God for giving us founding fathers with
~the political wisdom and vision to form an instrument of government
that is strong and yet flexible.
21 ) We have been blessed too with talented, faithful, and upright
government officials. We should be grateful that by and large our
officials have not exploited or abused their power and privilege while
ih office. In public and in private, as individuals and as a nation
we ha&e the greatest cause O acknowledge with heartfelt praise the
good that is ours as a nation - under God. We have reason to railse
énéw the old patriotic song:
o "Our fathers! Cod, to Thee,

Author of liberty, to Thee we sing:

Long may our land be bright

With freedom's holy light;

Protect us by Thy mlght,
Great God, our King.



IT A NATION UNDER GOD HUMBLY ACKNOWLEDGES THAT
GOD ASSIGNS PROPER FUNCTIONS TO ITS RULERS

25) What is the basic funclion of govérnment? Ask a number of people éhat
'T'question and one most likely would receive a widé variéty of answers. Aboﬁf
April 15th many‘would be tempted to complain that thé“basié fundion 6f gbvern~
 ment seems to be to separate citizens from their money . Someéﬁé”WHd haslhad an
unhappy'éxperience with goverﬁment regulations might have the impreéﬁion that
it isa function of government to tie everyoﬂe and everything up i££€2pe.'
Absolute monarchs of former centuries looked upon government as an institution
to satisfy ﬁheir whims, fulfill their desires, and to jump aﬁd fun atvtheir
every beck and call.
26)" - In Romans 13:4 Paul says of the governing official: "He is a miﬁister
of God to you forrgood;” (NASB) God establishedbgdvernment,in this world f;;
a purpose, His purpose. And so Paul can correctlj call govérnment a servant
of God, a minister or servant intended for our wélfafe. It is not govérnment’s
basic function to annoy, frustraﬁe, or impoveriéh people, bﬁt to be helpful
and beneficial in their lives and affairs. Govefnment is to be involved in
questions of good and'evii, good and evil in as far asmen's relations with éach
other are concerned. Luther séid, "Government exists to keep ﬁeoplevfrom doing
harm to each other." i Government is to protect its citizens fromvthe attacks
and violence of criminals.
27) We are told specifically how gévernment is to do this. "Rulers are not

“a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil.(Rom. 13:3 -~ NASB),

S ..



Pagel2 A Nation Under God Humbly Acknowledges %hat
God Assigns Proper Functions To its Rulers

Government is to act as a deterrant to evil, using fear as motivation. We

all have seen that being done. Several cars may be speeding recklessly along a
freeway, but let a squad car appear and suddenly the drivers decide that 54 mph
is the most desirable speedbto maintain. That is.detefrant in action. So

is the policeman walking his beat, the mjuad car cruising along dark back streets.
The offieer poeitioned where evefyone can see him at a large assembly serves
that same fﬁﬁction. So do signs that forbid trespassing or other transgression
and thenvspell out the penalty for infraction ef the law.

28) Paul points to another role of government in protecting citizens from
crime when he says: "But if you do Qrong, be afraid for he does not bear the
sword for‘nothing.” (v.4 - NIV)V Today we might thiﬁk of a sword as a decora-
tive addition to a uniform, of as a weapon that was used to fight with long ago.

For the Romans a sword was perhaps the most important weabon in war. One used

it to attack one's enemy and defend oneself. But the sword had an additional
meanlng for the an01ent Romans . It was the means used to execute a Roman citizen
Who was senteﬁced to death. §§Z§§4c1tlgs~wé§e decapitated with a sword. Paul
saye government officials don't carry a sword for nothing. They can and may use
it on evil-doers. We agree that Paul used the term "sword" as a symbol for

all forms of.punishment administered by governments in enforcing law, but surely
that origifinal Roman meaning is not excluded?
v 29)‘ For qﬁite some yearé there has beeh a movement to abolisﬁ capital punish~
ﬁent Among the reasons glven are the agruments that the Bible says, "Thou shalt
not kill," and that the 01d Testament decreei ;”Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by

man shall his blood be shed " (Gen. 9: 6) is not in keeping with the New Testament
‘X m,v%,,vg/ } -

spirit and its empha81s on mercy and forglveness L Mhere is nothing in Paul's

words to support such :arguments. Rather government is authorized to use punish-

ment, the ultimate punishment if need be, in combating crime and criminals and
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protectlng lam-abiding cltlzens, Paul certalnly would not have agredathat to
carry out the death sentence is murder, as some today 1n31st

A
30) There seems to be growing confusion in our day over the functlon of

H
police, courts, and penal institutions. People debate whether reform or re—‘
tribution snould be their mein goal. All would agree that it is most de~
sirable that criminals be conv1nce%to change their attltudes and ways. However,
the evidence that our justice departments have effective means to do so is less
than convincing. Meanwhlle many are forgettlng or regectlng the idea that a
primary duty of the law and Justice departments is: Justlce Surely all citi~
zens wowld or should favor that the constitutional rights of persons arrested
and convicted of crime be fully safeguarded,.even if'tney cannot afford an
attorney, but to let concern for these result in 1gnor1ng the pllght of the
v1ct1ms of crime and ‘the safety of the rest of 8001ety is to lose svght of the
basic function of government For exampleg to parole crlmlnals because the
prlson 1svinonded would appear to be Valulng the health and comfort of the crimi-
nal more highly than the safety of thOSe 01tlzens who have not broken thelaw
31) Paul's next phrase is worth notlng in thls connectlon He is God's
servant, an avenger who brlngs wrath on those who do ev1l s Tﬁ:%otoonents of
capltal punishment repeatedly point to the ilfth commandment and argue that
government should not transgress suoh a slmple clear command In Romans 12:19
God 'says: ”Vengeancetls mine, I will repay, saith the Lord." But in chapter 13
Paul expressly states that the rlght of carrying out vengeance, of meeting out
retribution to the wrongdoer is bestowed by God on the secular government. wagen

government punishes a guilty criminal it is acting as God's servant, Paul says,

and is giving concrete expression to the wrath of God over against sin.
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32)f‘“ It is appropriate that ﬁé femind ourselves of what a blessing it is

that we have governments and go#érnment officials who are responsible for appre-
hending“éﬁd punishing criminals. If every individualvtook it upon himself to
avenge himself and his family, the long, bloody feud bebween the Habfields and
the MCCO&S WoﬁidHVery'iikély have had too many counterparts to be famous. Dodge
Cipf, Déééﬁpda;'andlfombstone wouldn't have been unusual enough to attract
tourisfs. iThérémére numérous reports of fatal fights, stabbings, and shootings
in the paper day after day as it is. What would they be if thers were no police,
if it were up to the victims and btheir relative and friends bo cateh and punish
thé'waﬁgage}?ﬁ Vigilanﬁé actions, mob justice, and lynchings and shootings may
make ekcifing television fare, but noe of us would care to live where they
préVaiiéd. “

33) Yeé, to protect its citigens from violence and harm is a basic,dGod~
giVeﬁ function of government. But violence and harm may also come from another
" ‘source beside the local criminal; namely, in the form of an enemy attacking

and iﬁvading the country. Although, Paul does not exflicitly say so, the
government, it is generally agpeed, is obligated to tdke the necessary steps to
defend itself militarily against any neighboring countries that threaten it.

It has the right to raise and maintain the armed forces necessary to do sp, and
td equip them with effective Weapphs. It is justified in maintainiﬁg a“defensive
force adequate to be an effective deterrant to a belligerent néighbor.

‘ ' RANAE . P
34) While we are speaking of protection fromXViigpce we might call attention

) o - . . - ‘Iiﬁ .- 13 ‘
to a service which our constitution provides, not,provided in many a governmentf

that is the provision for regular;orderly sucpession. We do not.very often
-4 &
e o A

think of +ham in that light, but our system of fixed terms of office and

elections to select successors not only gives us a voice in deciding who will
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govern us next, but also has effectively spared us the coups and bloody power
struggles, that acoompany changes of government where there i1s no such order.
35) . Now let's go on to other functions of government. In his major work

on the.Christian's relation to government, "On Secular Government," Luther makes
. the point that Christians really do not need a government. If only true

- Christians.are living together, they, out of faith and love for God and each

. other, will.voluntarily do:all that any law demands regarding their neighbors,
and therefore, no police, no government would be needed. While we all under-
stand and basically agree with Luther's point, it is also true that, from a

- practical point of view, all Christians, even the most sanctified, find various
forms of govermment useful and necessary. Christians regularly organize a

form of government, a constitution, rules of order, and officers, in conducting
the affairs of their congregations and its organizations. They‘do so not be-
cause they fear some members will be disorderly and lawless, but because a ’
certain organization and order lends itself to more effective and efficient
working together. Similarly secular governments offer a number of services

or functions that we might lump under the heading: "Order."

36) Jesus was once asked if it was lawful to pay tribute to Caesar. This
was a very touchy question at the time, hotly debated by most Jews. Many in-
sisted that it was contrary to God!'s Word and will as expressed in Deut. 17:15
where the Jews are commanded not to choose a foreigner as king. To settle the
question Jesus asked for a coin of the type used to pay taxes. When it had
been brought Jesus asked whose image was stamped on it. They replied: "Caesar's."
Jesus responded with the familiar words: '"Render unto Caesar the things that |

are?Caesar‘s,_and unto God the things that are God's." By calling attention to

AT R |
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God pssigns Proper Functions o Tts Rulers
the imageﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁomanlgQVernment had stamped on this coin/Jesus was pointing out
that all the Jews, even those who objected most heatedly to paying.Rpmap taxes,
regularly used Roman coins, and so were‘making use of a very convenient service
providedAby the Roman government. In return for the convenience of_usingARoman
coins they were under‘obligation to pay taxes to the Roman government. Coinage
is ohly one of a considerable number of such services which are regularly
provided for citizens, services which help citizens carry on the affairs of
daily life more smoothly and efficiently. What would happen to our economy if
we trled to go back to a system of barter, or if individuals had to make thelr

. own medium of exchange. What confusion, what haggling! Coins and bills of

fixed, uniform value certainly make our shopping trips shorter and less complicated.

37) Similarly our governments set§ uniform units of weight and measure and
check to assure that merchants' scales are aqgurate When was the last time

| g,ﬁ,
you checked to see whether you got full we1ght9 We all were reasonably prompt

S S
in arerlng\and our convention could begin on time at 10:00 a.m. as announced,

courtesy of the governmentjwhlch long ago, in cooperation with opher governments
around the world, established international time zones and one uniform time,
regulated according to the sun with great precision. Via radio, television,

and telephong the correct time is accessible to us all at a mgment's notice.

If you resent, rather. than appreciate, the clock's perﬁasive power over your.
life, taelk to one Qf our missionaries who work in a cultgre whgre people don't
live by the clock. Sunday School may be announced for 10:30, but children
~arrive anytim@ between lQ:OO and 1:00. When do you actually start? A very
frustrating;and time consuming little problem. Another service we rarely give

a thought to is the surveying and mapping of . land and recording of ownership.

What difficulties there would be in establishing ownership of a property without
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these services. Govermment regulates traffic and all transportation. Can you
imagine the mayhem that would result if every driver made up his own rules?
Many more instances of suchvuseful government regulation could be cited. They
serve to prevent friction? smeoth the processes of living and working together
and eeek ﬁo aseure ﬂhatvwe don'ﬁ harm each other unintentionally.
38) Aﬁother‘wide area in which governments have since ancient days been in-
.Qoived might be described as "promoting the general welfare." At the suggestion
of Joseph and under his supervision-the Egyptian government gathered and stored
gfain during the seven good years and sold it during the seven years of drought.
irfigation.projects of rether extensive scope were carried out in the valleys
5f the Tigrieiand Euphrates long before Christ. The Romans built long aquaducts
to brlng water to Rome and other large cities of their empire. The present finds
governments involved in a great number of such projects. Cities lay water mains
and sewers. Dams are bu 1t for flood control irrigation; hydro-electric power,
i R
and to facllltete navigation. Highways, iailrports, canals, harbors and other
large prOJects are built in all pdrts of the land. Scientific research is carried
on,on a vast scale. And, of course there are the schools, high schools and -
colleges providing educational opportunity at all levels for all who want- 1#;
and serv1ces to the sick, the poor, and the aged are offered on an ever larger
scale, all for ”the'general welfere,”
39) At various times, I imagine, all of us grumble about and question the
w1sdom, necesslty, or feasibility of one or the other such projects. God's
Word offers no real guideglines.ﬁ?EZason and Common sense must be our guides.
The benefiﬁs must be weighted against the cost in rising taxes, increeeing_regu~
Jations, and 1oss of choice and self-determination. The ma jority, if not all,

gt

g
of us would I should thlnk agree that we all benefit in many ways from a large
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variety of government services, so that we must agree here too, "He is a

minister of God to thee for good." A nation under God will recognize grate-
.fully how much God blesses us through the wide variety of services government

. performs for the general welfare.

40) Governments do provide ggod services in an impressive number of areas

in our life today. In fact, some people are so impressed with the accomplishments
~of governments that they seem convinced that all of man's problems can eventually
be .solved by passing laws, voting money, and creating more government bureaus.
And men begin to entertain visions of a "Schlaraffenland," a Utopia, where
illness, poverty, and all ills of society are successfully overcome. Such

hopes and visions are squ}y appealing. But there are some hard sayings in the
Bible that should hef%ﬁzggﬁggmaintain a sober realism: '"Cursed is the ground

for thgy sake." (Gen 3:17) "The creature was made subject to vanity."

(Rom. 8:20) No government is going to get us around them. No welfare state

is going to undo the effects of the Fall more than superficially. Mankind is

L S QL i‘»@f;»s&“méwf Qaw"”“ & \3

not destined to lift himself into heaven by means of GoVernment Issue bootstraps.'
L1) Clearly,there are limits to the functions of government, and to the
services that government can effectively provide. It would be well for our
nation if our governing officials remembered at all times that their pléns and
programs also are under the control of the Almighty, that if they are to succeed,
He must grant it. The besetting sin of rulers throughout the ages has been’

that they~comelto think of themselves as gods with unlimited authority, un-
limited power. Pride and vaulting ambition have beclouded the perception and
_-Judgment of many a king and president, and their nations have suffered for their
folly. But we must go on to speak of some specific limits to government set by

God.
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- AQ)‘ In Romans 13 Paul teaches that God establlshed governments as His ¢
ey e
_servants to and ‘among men. GOVernments, there’ clearly do not have/and are not

‘Lto seek to exerc1se an authorlty higher than God's by 1ssu1ng laws or or-—
Jdlnances whloh call on olblzens to disobey or ignore God's moral law. Luther
‘put it llke thls | ”The temporal government has laws which extend no further

A than llfe, property, and external affairs on earth. God cannot and will not
permlt anyone but himself to rule over the soul. Therefore, where ‘the temporal
Aauthorlty presumes to prescribe laws for the soul it encroaches upon God's"

gOVernment and only misleads and destroys them”5

43) In the first part of this study we pointed out that God does not in-
térvene directly and visibly to establish governments and rulers; but rather
works through human and earthly means and causes., There was one very notable
exception to that rule, Godis people Israel in the. Old Testament.. God Himself
brought the nation of Israelﬁinto existence through a series of miracles be-
ginning with the birth of Iseac. He Himself set the framework of its government
and its social and religious life by giving thenm a complete code of laws -

the Law of Moses, He led Israel out of Egypt into the Promised Land under

Moses and Joshua. He Himself chose each of Israel's rulers from Moses to David,
t directly.x This was % theocracy, rule by God Himself.

L3) ' Tsrael's theocracy came to an end after it had fulfilled its purpose

and the Messiah had arisen from its midst. The destruction of Jerusalem and

the Temple clearly signaled its demise. Althoughy many of the Jiews were ex—

" pecting the Messiah to renew and restore the theocracy, Christ did not do so.

He called for no rebellion ageinst Rome. - He did not make an appeal for‘loyalty

\j’7 "
and patrlotlsm,to a renewed 5%%@&% nation. Rather he said: "Render unto Caesar

- S—4

the things that are Caesar's and unto God the things that are God's." There

he pointed to the dual responsibility of the New Testament believer to an

{
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earthly kingdom or government and to the Kingdom of God. Christ told Pilate:
"My kingdom is not of this world." Rather, he explained, his was a kingdom ruled
and controlled by the Truth, the Truth of the Gospel. Neither Christ nor any

- of His Apostles made it their business to tell the Emporer, or Pilate, or Herod
‘how to run the Empire. Although, they did not use the terms, they recognized
“and practiced the separation of church and state.

hly) Unfortunately, the wisdom of their word and example was disregarded by
both church and state in the Middle Ages. Proud princes claimed the right to
hgnd-pick bishops. Popes and bishops claimed and tried to exercise ultimate
4aut£6rity ovéf'emporers and kings. Western Furope was looked on aé a
”Cﬁrisfian.fealm" with a dual leadershib: the Pope, in charge of spiritﬁal
vvmaﬁters; the Emporer in charge of the secular. Meanwhile, throughéut the ﬁiddle
Ages,.there was an intense power stfuggle between the princes of the Church
.énd the princes‘of the secular state, both seeking power and supremaéy over the
other. |

L45) When the Reformation came, the secular princes as,well.as biSEoprand
ﬁopeé becéme involved in its essentially theological struggle. Duke'Georgé of
ducél Saxony; for example, ordered all his subjects to turn in their copies of
Luther's new Bible translation. Any student who atténded Wittenberg University
waé'to be executed. George was very determined to kéep the Reformation out of

" his land. |

- Lé)V::' Luther and the Lutheran Confessions pdinted to and sought £0Arestbfe the
Neﬁ Tesfament‘éoncept of church and state as separate énd different ﬁypes of
kingdéﬁs;'each with its own God-given functions. LuthérAsaid, ”Tempdrél
‘éuthériﬁf end goverrment extend no furthér than to matters Which are external

and corpofeal{”6
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On the negative side, concerning the attempts of secular governments fo cdntrol
the spread of heresy, the Reformer remarked: !Heresy can never be restrained
bj forcé. Here God's Word must do the fighting. If it does not succeed, cer-
tainly the temporal power will not succeed either, even if it were to drench
the world in blood. ! Thus, Luther cBarly taught that the use of the Means of
Grace, the preaching and teaching of the Gospel and the use of the Sacraments
belong to and are the work and concern of the Church alone. On the other hand,
Luther and the Confessions insisted just as strongly that the Church should
keep its hands off the functions and means of the state: "There belongs to
the bishops no jurisdiction except to forgive sins, judge docﬁrine; reject
doctrines contrary to the Gospel, and to exclude from communion of thé"Chﬁrch
wicked mén; whose wickedness is known, and this without human forbe;ﬁ}éimply
by the Word.”8

K7y Unfortunately, these truths and principles were not fully realized in
@%é practice in Lutheran lands. Afte?h%neaﬁ; With Rome, new administrators

and leaders had to be found for the new Lutheran Church. ILuther calledvon the
princes of the land to serve as "Nothelfer," as emergency administrators. They
readily agreed to do so. As often happens, an emergency, stop-gap solution was
never replaced, but hardened into the permanent arrangement, becoming the state
church still in existence in European couniwries today, in which the administration
of church affairs is to a considerable extent in the hands of a bureau of the
naﬁional or'territéfial government, with thébéécuiar goverrment ﬁhus having a
large say in the work of the church.

48) In the Reformed Church under the leadefship of Calvin developments were
different, but surely not better. The historian G. P. Fisher séys thié of the

Reformation as it was structured in Geneva: "Under Calvin's influence new



Page20--A Nation Under God Humbly Acknowledges That
God Assigns Proper Functions To Its Rulers

ecclessiastical and civil order was created. It was the duty of yggistatg to

foster the interests of the church, to carry out its requirements, and to

inflict temporal penalties on those who disobeyed its rules... The 0ld Testament

L St

'theopratingggy;waS'held to be still applicable. In the constitution which.

he created at Geneva “the jurisdiction of the church was extended over the de-
tailé of conduct to suéh a degree as to abridge unduly the liberty of the
individual.n? |

49) But dod moved "in a mysterious way His wonders to perform." What

Luther called for but never saw fully realized, What Geneva - and Rome too -
opposed, was realized here in a predominantly Reformed America,‘to a considerable
extent through the influence of Deists. Although a humber of the colonies were
foundéd-by single religious groups and originally had established churches, the
Constitution established separation of church and state, safeguarding it by

the Bill of Rights. We surely have much reason to thank de for:this development.
50) But attempts to '"have the state foster the interests of the church" con-
tinued to be made. Attempts have been made, and very likely will continue to

be made to gain funds from secular governments to support the educational =
institutions of the Caéblic'Church. Some from the Reformed tradition have

sought to use state and federal législatures to bring about a State of sancti-
fication fitting for a "Christian Nation." "Blue Laws" and Prohibition were

two successes ‘that crowned their efforts. Bvident still in the words and actions
of various individuals and groups, most often of Reformed background, is the

old theocratic idea that identifies a secular netion with the Church, the People
of God, and equates national developments with the growth and prdgress of the
Kingdom of God. This was most eplicit perhaps in the Abolition Movement up to

the Civil War. For an Abolitionist the Civil War was a holy war to advance
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the cuase of Christianity. Julia Ward Howe expressed that idea plainly in the
familiar "Battle Hymn of the Republic."

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord, He is

trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored.

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword.

His Truth is marching onl!" .

To a lesser extent similar sentiments were expressed concerning the.

"War to make the World Safe for Democracy" and the War for the Four Freedoms."
A certain fanatic "crusader zeal" evidenced itself, confusing the pqlitical
sphere with the spiritual with unhappy results. While we dearly love our
country. and highly teasure and prize our democratic system of govermment, we
are mistaken and deceiving ourselves if we Americans think that we are a new
"Chosen People" living in a sort of new "Promised Land," if we identify the
Kingdom of God withithe USA and its form of government and think, to para~
phrase Mr. Knutsen,oflG. M.: "What's good for America is good for the Kingdom
of God and vice versa.'"
51) A Nation under God!" If by that phrase we mean to boast that we are
a people and a government obedient to God, more obedient to God and more
zealous in His service than others, then let us never use it again. Then we
are making ourselves hypocrites. Has our government carried out its functions
uprightly, justly? How does God judge our treatment of the American Indian?
How much were some of our wars '"defensive?" Have our officials always devoted
themselves whole-heartedly to their duties, resisting the temptations to use
their office to gain power, fame, wealth, and personal pleasure? If we are
going to be honest in using the phrase "a nation under God" and refer it to our
government and citizens we dare only use it as prayer and a goal not fully
‘realized, a prayer for humility, wisdom and dedication to their God-given

functions for our rulers.
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'52) ' In going on to our third and final thought we return to Romans 13 where
Paul also speaks most fully about the duties that God expects citizens to
carry out “Everyone must submlt himself to Government authorltles s for there
is no authorlty except that which God has establlshed The autherltles that
exist have been establlshed by God." (Rom. 13:1 - NIV) The most 1mportant
questlon 1n the relatlonshlp of citizen to his government is one of attltude
‘What is the proper attltude 1or a citizen toward his govermment? The reflex1ve
verb.Paul uses might be translated very literally: "To arrange; p031t10n,:
or plece oneself under, hence, to submit, to obey.

- Voluntary submissien or obedience is the proper attitude toward |
governing anthbrities and their requirements. Most people do obey their:_A
government regnlarly, but out of fear, simply because they don't want te be.
t_punlshed Chrlstlans, too, recognize and |

(Please proceed to follow1ng page~-continued by another typlst)
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respect government's power to punish, "But if you do wrong, be afraid,
Paul gays in verse l.. Butbt we have a strongér, a positive motive.
We recognize that God has established government. He has placed
our officials over us., They are God's servants, God's represent-
atives and so we willingly accept their rule over us.
53) - Paul's principle is all-inclusive: "all," literally,-“every
' SQul” is to obey, Thomas Muenzer, the radical reformer taught that
the Gospel frees:Christians from the normal stations and institu-
tions of life, Christians, he said, mﬁst rebel and set up'the‘"
kingdom of God. The Catholic Church, on the other hand, maintained
that priests, monks, and nuns are under the government of the Pope
and therefore, even if they should commit a crime against civil law,
are not subject to arrest and punishment by secular governments,
Luther and the Lutheran confessions said: "Let it (the Church) not
break into the office of another...let it not abrogate the laws
of civil rulers; let it not abolish lawful obedience;“';O) Paul
told Titas: "Remind the people to be subject ‘to rulers and au-
thorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good."
(Tit. 331 - WIV)  Likewise Peter, writing in the face ofAthe first
great persecution under Nero wrote: "Submit yourselves for the Lord's
v likadsd Garovs e / ptaiton o tha "’S”}("’{"":jj" i gL |
sake to every authorityyhor to the governors, who are sent by him to
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right."
(I Pet. 2:13 NIV) We might also point out that Christ, the Son of
God, acknowledge@ that Pilate did have power over him, Paul and ’
the other Apostles acknowledged and submitted to the authority
and rule of Jewish and Roman officials over them. We,”too;°

will willingly place ourselves under the direction of all government
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‘OfflClalS over us, and under ‘the oommands of the laws and oone
stitutlonlof our nation and state. 5l.) Are there any llmltsv
or exceptlons to the obedience we owe government9 There are,
indeed, But, most likely, not of the sort we are looking for.'LWe
wonld be inclined to say: OK, I'll obey the government -~ unless

..I donYt 1like the official, or the law, or the partys or the pnesent
formvof government, or the way the present government came to‘
oower. None of these are valid reasons for disobeying govefnment
"The authorities that eXist have been established bj God," Paul
said, That means the government that is actually runnlng fhlngsv
now. Amerlcans might protest the idea of a man app01nted by o
Nixon belng preS1dent But there is no question as to who is in
the Whlte House. We have no permission to opbose or teaf down

'a government, either our own or others, because we don't like 1ts
form or philosophy. We have no permlss1on to be selective in

our obedience and obey ailaw only if we feel it is fair, but
disobeyifnose we find unfair,

55'2 The only situation in which Scrlpture glves us reason to
‘refuse to obey a ruler or law is when we are ordered to do what
.God forblds or forbldden to do what God commands.‘ When the people
of Babylonia were ordered to worship a golden image, Shadrach,

Mes haoh, and Abednego told Nebuchadnezzar, "We w1ll not gerve thy
God nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”

(Dan, 3:18) When the Apostles were oommanded to Speak no‘nore
about.lesus, they refused to obey, saying: "We ought to obey God
rather than men." (Acts 5:29) ERarly Chrlstlans went to a fPlgng;l

martyr's death rather than obey the Roman demand that they
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repudiate Christ and say: '"Caesar is Lord ." When Duke George
commanded his citizens to turn in their German B:ible%wLuther
advised them to refuse and say: "Gracious sir, command me within
the limits of your authority on earth and I will obey. But if you
command me to believe or to get rid of certain books, I will not .
obey, for then you overreach yourself, commanding where you have
neither the right nor the authority." ) If today a government
would tell a Christian surgeon or nurse that they must perform an
abortion, they. should . follow their conscience and refuse. Ve
should however. add that the fact that a government orders us to
carry out a command contrary to God's Word does not give us permis-
sion then to rebel against that government entirely. We ought only
to digobey the specific command that is not in agreemeﬁt with God's
Word. .In other matters we still owe obedience and allegiances

And if we must disobey a command or law, then like the three men

in the fiery furnace and 1like the Apostles, we should be ready to
suffer the consequences,

56) . It might be .in place to add that Romans 13 and the other
passages on obedience to government do not demand a slavish, frigh-
téned obedience to govermment or a fawning, boot-licking type of
servility to any.rdler.‘ Examine. the conduct of Christ or the Apos-
tles before government officials. They did not cringe and grovel,
Nor does God?s command to obey government prevent us from making
the fullest use of the rights guaranteed by law. Nor under. our
constitutions and government does it prevent us.from working for

the repeal of. a law we find unwise'or.objectionableién non-re-

ligious ground@, or from working for the passage of a law that is

(
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more to our way of thinking.

57) " But let's return briefly to the question of the Chris-
tian’s attitude toward his government., e might say that our
attitude is, or ought to be, the exact opposite of the Marxist
revolutionary. He believes that any non-Marxist government is
corrupt and evil, and he seeks by any and all means to bring. down
that govermment, or, failing that, at least to weaken it wherever
possible.. He foments revolution; and where people are not interested
in revolution he tries to discredit the governmeht in the'eyes:oﬁ¥;
'its citizens by terrorism and guerrilla action, trying to prove
that the government cannot protect its citizens, that it is incom-
petent, and has many eq&emiesa

58) - The Christian, on the other hand, will seek to defend,
support, and strengthen his. government, even thoﬁgh it has weak~
nesseé and failings. The Jews who were carried off as captives

to Babylonia had reason to resent and feel rebellious toward the
Babylonian government, But through the prophet Jeremiah God
directed them to: "Seek the peace of the city...and pray unto the
Lord for it." "In the peace thereof,” God explained, "shall ye
have peace,." (Jer., 29:7) As Christians we are citizens of a. far
of T Kingdomﬁ There only will weibe truly and lastingly at home.
Yet for now the land where we live is our land, too. Its govern~
ment ‘1s our government Pfor-the.presenmt—time, its welfare, our
welfare,

59) ° As Christians it is our duty to support and strengthén

our government. -How can we do that? There are several things we'
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can do, One is very practical and concrete. In verse 7 of Romaﬁs
13 Paul instructs us: "Give everyone what you owe him; Iif you_A
owe tﬂxes, pay taxes, 1f revenue, pay revenue," If we recall |
what Paul told us about the divine ordering of government and recall
the services we all do enjoy through it, we should be motlvated
to fill out our 1040 forms as fairly as we can w1th a minimum of
grumbling, realizing that this is God's will and an opportunity
to support our government in return for its many necessarj
services°

60) Paul goes on in that same seventh verse to mention
another means‘ﬁe have of supporting our God-given government:
"Give everyone what you owe him...respect to whom respect is dué,
honor to whom honor is due." Similarly Peter said: ”Honof all
men...honor the king" (I Pet. 2:17- NIV) ‘Especially at state
occasions kings and presidents are showered with respect, with
ceremonious bowing and scraping. In the golden days of monarchj
the heaping up of honorific adjectives extolling the virtues of
tbglnobility was carried to absurd lengths. Even today in oﬁrf v
democratic society people usually show due deference and respeoﬁv
to officials when dealing with them face to face. Buf what éheyv
do behind their back is another matter entirely. It is theﬁ thaf
thelr real attitudes come out. - :
61) We Americans seem to have a s§601al ﬁrge to scorn, ridlculo
and bellttle w1th our sharpest SatlrlCQl barbs those whom WE have
elected to our hlghest offices. There certainly is é place 1n‘

politics for humor, and it is only natural that 1ncumbants of high
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office should also be. the butt of jokes. But to .consistantly
picture a president as an imbecile and block head is demeaning

not only to the man and the office, but also to our country. _And
this kind of vicious caricaturing can lessen a man's ability to
funtion effectively as leader. God calls on us to hold our lead-
ers in respect in spite of their human failings.

62) This would seem to be a proper place to bring up a ques-
tion related to honoring governing officials, namely, the guestion:
What does God expect of us when an official betrays the publiq{s
trust and is guility of malfeasance in office? First of all, we
Americans should thank God that the Founding Fathers provided for
an orderly procedure to examine such a case fairly, arrive atAaa
decision, and if the man is found guility, to remove him from
office. As long as such an official‘continues in office, he should
be obeyed as otherwise for the sake of good order, If a man is
removed from office for malfeasance, or resigns, that cannot help
but lessen our respect for, our opinion of, the man. This.should
not, however; lead to making the man the object of special scorn
and hatred.

63) But we must return to the subject of the duties of citi-.
zens. TIn addition to supporting our government by a generally .
positive attitude, the showing of proper respect, and the paying

of taxes, there is another broad opportunity open to us. That 1s
to enter goverpnment service. The radical reformers of Luther's

day insistedﬁgé was wrong for a Christian to become involved in the
singful world, that Christians should not participate in any way

in secular government, Luther and his co-workers strongly
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rejeoted this view. They p01nted to the examples in the New
Testamcnt The Romanpsoldiers énd officials who came into con-
tact with John the Baptist Christ and the Apostles were not told
to leave their positions, but rather to avoid abusing or exp101t1ng
people, to deal honestly and fairly according to their duties.
Luthef strongly encouraged young men to entor govornment service:
"Aftef the office of the Ministry, the socular‘gOVernment is the
highest form of service." ) Again, "It is necessary to keep
the best boys for this'work, for in the ministryvChrist does
everything through His Spirit. But in the kingdom of the world
one must use reason...for God has subjected temporal rule and the
things of the body to.reason, and has not sent the Holy Spirit
from heaven to do this work. Governing is therefore the more
difficult task." 13) If Christians have the necessary talents
they should be encouraged to seek elected office, or pfofossional
. governmont‘servioe. Christians who have positions in other call-
1ngs should be willing to serve on Jurlos:mgo;;osg and committees.
Luther emphasized that in such positions one would be serving the
Lord and the needs of one's fellow citizens. In an age of
deteriorating moral sténdards, of corruption and gscandal in gov-
ernment thoro is a'orying need fon men and.womon who can be the
;"salt of the oarth " who arc not oonformod to the immoral ways
.of 80 m&ny in the world We need people who fearlessly follow
conscionco and God's Word and offer their government %nd their
fellow citizens honest, upright, and dedlcated serv1oo.- |

6l) God has placed us under the blessing of a democratic

government. With that privilege there also goes the responsibility-
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of being an informed citizen, of regularly studying the issues” of
théﬂday§.and‘thé record or qualifications of the candidates for
politibal office before each eloction. Each of us has a voice, a
r mall share in the governing of our country,. WG'Chrisfians'oﬁghé
to éon81der the exor0181ng of our right to vote as a most 1mport—
ant matter. And we ought to vote not just for our own narrow self~
1nterest but earnestly take. into consideration the welfare of our
city, state, ‘and nation. If polltlclans are gylity of maklng blg—
ger andvbiggef promises, with less and less real.ﬁossibility'of'
déiiveryy'it isvdt least in paft because we votéré'have indiodﬁed
by our béllots that that.is what we wanted.

65) a There is another related service and duﬁy that is ours”aé
Chriétian;oitizens seeking’the best interests-of their countrj‘énd
government We might call it "speaking up.” Luther has been
blamed at tlmes for the alleged docility, the lack of outecry and
'protest on the part of the Germans in the face of the excesses of
‘the Na21 reglmeo Luther has not deserved this charge. ‘nChPlSt
has shown us %nd has glven-us a prccept that we should not

muzzle the truth before the "grosse H%nseh,” i.e. the'“big shéﬁs,"
qnd noblllty, but rather admonlsh and rebuke them on aocount of
th01r imgustloeo For there 1s a great dlfforence botwoon bheso
two bhlngsoz sufferlng wnjustlce and v1olence pntlontly on the

one hand, and ohastlzlng thum on %ocount of thelr 1n3ustlco on%
the other. WC should suffcr anUSthO and v1olence, yot we should
not koep 31lont For a. Chrlstlan should bear w1tness to the truth
and Should bo w1111ng to glvo up hlS 1ife for it.," ( A comment

3

on ChrlutYS words to Pllat(,n
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If we are concerned about some matter, if we feel strongly, or :
are sure that something is wrong, or a particular»cause is.jgst
and right, we should speak up. Various channels are open to us,
discussions with friends or fellow workers, a letter to our news-
pape?,'tojour congressman, or even to the‘President is not out of
place.. We have the right of free speach. Our love and concern
for our country could lead us to make fuller use of it. We will,
of course, take care not to destroy the effect of our words py
being disrespectful, or by becoming annoyingly repetitious.
66) We can speak up on behalf of our country and its governmecnt
in another way. That is speaking to God in prayer. Paul in-
structed Timothy: "I exhort therefore that, £irst of all, suppli-~
cations, prayers, inte?cessions, and giving of thanké be made for
all men; for kings and for all that are in authority, that we
may lead a quiet and peaoeable 1life in all godliness and honesty."
( I Tim, 2:I~$ Of all the duties and services we can perform for
our nation, surely this ought to be of highest importance. Some
only criticize and condemn even the best efforts of our ruling
officials. Those officials are weak, fallible humans just as we
are. In our complex age the burdens of rulers are great; human
knowledge, insight and foresight are all too limited. What finer
gservice can we render our rulers and our country than to go

half to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords
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to agk Aim to enlighten, guide and bless oﬁr officials daily, as
Luther urged in his explanation of the Fourth Petition in the Large
Catechisms "We (should) pray that He give to emporers and kings,

and all estates, and especially to the rulers Qﬁ our land and to



page 3l -~ A Nation Under God Acknowledges that
God Appoints Importent Duties for It's Citizens

all magistrates, counsellors, and officers wisdom/strength and
success, that they may govern w#ll." In an election year such
as this we have reason to pray the more frequently and carnestly
that God may give us a wise and good president for the next four:
jéars; that He kéep from us war, famihe;’pestilenoe, and other
ciiéaétérsgj It is to be regretted that few congrogﬂtloﬁgriﬂgzude
in théifVSunday prayers a petition for the government such as wo
Hafg:in:the General Prayer. If nothing else, let us meke up for
this lack with increased private prayers for those important
concerns.,
Finally, there is one more very important service or duty that

we can render to our nation and government, That'is‘td bring

“up our children to be God-fearing, law-abiding, patriotic Chris:
tian citizens. One of the darkest clouds on our national horizon
recently has been the rapild growth in crime and lawlessness and -
destrﬁotivenos%,eSpecially among young people. If this should
oontinue, l%;;gg;s 311 for our country. It is still “truc -that
"Righteousness exalteth a nition,'but’sin ig a reproach to any
people;”' (Prov. 1:3L) Only the GCSpel'of*ChriSt can transform’
hearts and lives}ﬁ/I@t's dovoto our very best offorts to preaoh~'
ing and téaohing God's saving truth to our children and all who
wili“listenﬁ; What better thing can we do for our. land?: As our

(w'vb / A}«{/‘ w7

Prof Fredrioh put it: "Christiang Are still the best resource
of our countryc If our Lord gives us groﬁing numbers of thom

o . L L g
then'we will in the best and truest seénse of the words b@oom@hg

A Nation under God.
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FOOTNOTES

Franz Delitsch, Commentar ueber die Genesis, p. 306,

Martin Luther, Luther's Works, v 45, P. 86,
(Hereafter: L.W.)

Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, v 1, p. 483.

Martin Luther, D. Martin Luthers Werke, (Weimarer Ausgabe) V 45,
(Hereafter: W.A.) p. 114,

LoWe v 45, p. 105,

Martin Luther, Saemmtliche Schriften, (St. Louis Ed.) v 9, p. 1042,
'~ (Hereafter: St. L.) :

L.W. v 45, p. 11k.

Augsburg Confession, Art. 28 in Concordia Triglotta p. 81.

George P. Fisher, History of the Christian Church, p. 329.

Triglotta, p. 85.
LW, v 45, p. 111,

. St. L. v 5, p. 707.

ibid. v 10, p. 443,

14 W.A. v 28, p, 361.

L%.

ITriglotta, p. 721,
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