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‘The length of our days is

seventy vears—or eighty,
1f we have the strength.

—Psalm 90:10 (NIV)

The aging process begins at birth, but you don’t

have to dread growing old. Fred Matzke’s
Aging Gracefully contains moving accounts

of how Christians cope with the difficulties of

aging by clinging to values learned from God’s
Word. The author’s 36-year career as a family

therapist has provided him with a wealth

of Christian insight on issues associated
with the aging process.

Aging Gracefully
A Practical Guide to
Facing the Challenges-
of Growing Old

by Fred Matzke

LUI2N1778, $1 1;9

To order, call |
1-800-662-6022.

or order online at
www.nph.net.

AR Northwestern
‘ Publishing House

from NPH! Milwaukee, Wisconsin




Only a promise from
our Father can give
us the peace we need.
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was not what | expected.
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to take steps in training men from
different cultures for the ministry.
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GETTING TO KNOW . . . ST. PAUL,
MAUSTON, WIS. “It's mostly kids”
Gary P Baumler

SINGLE PARENTING Single parent-
ing is difficult, but there is hope.
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GETTING MY HANDS DIRTY We
need to follow Jesus’ lead and reach
out to our neighbors, even when it
gets messy.
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For additional worship resources and information on the

2005 national worship conference go to www.wels.net/worship.

Enrich worship in your congregation with

Christian Worship
Nu/ Sem/ic_e Settiings

PR

ATATA

At

This new resource includes new musical settings for two orders of service from
Christian Worship and a new order of service not found in Christian Worship.

* The Common Service can be used in place of CW page 15 with or without
Holy Communion.

 Morning Praise can be used in place of CW page 45 for morning services.

« Prayer at the Close of Day, historically known as Compline, can be used
in place of CW page 52 for evening services.

Christian Worship: New Service Settings is available in three editions that can be
purchased individually or paired to suit your congregation’s needs.

To order call 1-800-662-6022 (Milwaukee area 414-475-6600
ext. 5800) 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 r.m. CT weekdays. Discover, MasterCard,
and Visa are accepted. All orders are subject to shipping and handling costs and sales tax
where applicable. (For more information visit our Web site at www.nph.net/music/nss.)

*To use the graphic and text files, special yearly reprint licenses from NPH and GIA are required.

The Pew Edition bookl ,3
contains the new service
settings with all the text
and melodies necessary fora
congregation to participate.
Papercover, 76 pages.

LUO3N3024, $5.00

The Accompaniment
Edition is spiral-bound
for organists or keyboard
players. It comes with a
CD-ROM that has vocal
demonstrations of songs
and PDF files of the full
scores and instrumental
parts.

Papercover, 96 pages.

LUO3N3025, $49

The Electronic Edition
CD-ROM includes MIDI=
files for accompanying a
congregation on computer
using HymnSoft or a stan-
dard MIDI player. The CD
also has a PDF file of the
Pew Edition for printing
selected pages, RTF text
files of each service for
creating service folders,
and TIF files of the music
melody lines also for use
in service folders. Note
The Electronic Edition
allows you to print the
Pew Edition and accom-
pany a congregation by
computer, but it has no
files for printing accom
paniment pages.
CD-RO
LUO3N3026, $24.9

(plus additional charg
for licensing fees

AR Northwestern
‘q—? Publishing Hous

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

www.nph.net




MAY THE LORD OUR GOD
BE WITH US AS HE WAS
WITH OUR FATHERS;

MAY HE NEVER LEAVE US
NOR FORSAKE US.

1 Kings 8:57
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WHAT'’S INSIDE

what happened outside (and all throughout) the magazine.

where you can read a monthly message from Pres. Karl Gu

ises to us (p. 10). Work through a Bible study that looks at
the righteousness of God (p. 35). See how WELS members

nurturing the faith of their children (p. 24).

But remember: don’t keep the timeless messages and lifetime
benefits to yourself. Share this magazine with others. And let
us know what you think so we can continue to improve our look
and keep offering articles that will inspire and inform WELS

members and nonmembers alike.

Wow. Instead of wondering what’s inside, you might be wondering

we have given Forward in Christ a new look. We've also reorgan-
ized our pages, working to make the magazine easier to maneu-
ver. We even added a new column, “From the President’s Office,”

But even with all these outside changes, one thing remains the
same: the timeless message our stories offer about God’s grace.
This month read about the peace we receive through Jesus’ prom-

sharing God’s grace, whether it’s new pastor graduates being
assigned to the full-time ministry (pp. 16, 17, 20-22) or parents

Yes,

rgel.

Jesus,
are
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FEEDBACK

GOD’S WORK AS CREATOR

The author’s explanatory note
[Readers forum, April] about “Stop!
Look! Listen” [Jan.] suggests that
the statement “God creates me crip-
pled” “leads to accusing God of
being malicious in his actions.”

Doesn’t this explanation need
correction? When Moses com-
plained that his tongue was slow,
the Lord asked him, “Who gave
man his mouth? Who makes him
deaf or mute? Who gives him sight
or makes him blind? Is it not I, the
Lord?” (Exodus 4:11). God’s good
world has been terribly blemished
by sin and sin’s effects. Yet it
remains his world, under his wise
and generous control.

A pastoral application: how does
God comfort parents blessed with a
handicapped child? God gave his
own Son for us all; surely with him
he will also give us every other good
gift (Romans 8:32). Like our healthy
offspring, our physically and men-
tally handicapped children are
God’s creatures and his good gifts to
us, our families, and the church.

Reason stumbles and calls such a
God malicious. But in the “natural
processes” that “put us together,”
faith recognizes the Creator’s fear-
ful and wonderful ways.

Paul Eickmann
Watertown, Wisconsin

CHRISTIANS PICKETING
ABORTION CLINICS

I was happily reading “The intoler-
ance of tolerance” [May] by
Frederick J. Toppe until I came to the
following: “The harsh posters and
shouts that come from conservative
Christians picketing abortion clinics
or gay parades do nothing to attract
people to God’s truth. Nor should it
seem as if all the church is interested
in is trampling on people’s rights. Our
goal is to call them to join us in trust-
ing our God and his ways rather than
trusting the latest fads of our society.”
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I found these statements to be
vaguely upsetting. I agree that
some picketing done by Christians
is harsh and a turn off to some, but
so what? Although I have never
personally picketed at an abortion
clinic, I feel there is nothing in it
that is against Scripture.

Another item that is disturbing is
Toppe’s insinuation that “all the
church is interested in is trampling
on people’s rights.” Infanticide may
be legal, but since when does that
make it a right? Abortion is legal in
this country only because members
of the Christian majority continu-
ously act in ignorance, indifference,
and a downright non-Christian man-
ner in electing pro-abortion politi-
cians. If these so-called Christians
actually voted according to God’s
Word, abortion would not be in exis-
tence in this country.

My same sentiments apply to
Toppe’s use of the words “fads in our
society.” I think the use of the term
“fad” to describe the unhindered
slaughter of more than 40 million of
my generation is a bit insulting, espe-
cially when one has lost family mem-
bers to the horror of legal infanticide.

Kristin Dunlap
Pensacola, Florida

We did not feel that Toppe was con-
demning all picketing, inferring that
the church is interested in trampling
on people’s rights, or identifying
abortion as a fad. Rather, he was
concerned about how society reacts
and whether we are giving a good
gospel witness.—ed.

TREND IN FIC’S CONTENT

First of all, I express my apprecia-
tion as well as the appreciation of
my congregation members for your
devotional magazine. Its arrival is
eagerly anticipated on a month-to-
month basis.

I seem to recall not all that long
ago that there was always something

in each magazine that encouraged its
readers to share the magazine as a
witnessing opportunity. But I've
noticed a somewhat disturbing trend
in the magazine’s content as of late
(especially in its devotional articles).
There seem to be fewer references
to the basic message of sinners
having offended a holy God and his
love in the absolute forgiveness pro-
cured through the life and death
of Jesus Christ.

Just glancing over the May 2004
issue, I counted about seven refer-
ences that might lead to a clear[er]
understanding of sin and grace for a
non-Christian reader. Although the
articles are great for those who
already belong to the Lord through
Spirit-given faith, I wonder how many
non-Christians would benefit from
the material. Not only that, but even a
“mature” Christian needs to read now
and then that despite his sinfulness, if
he gets killed by a truck on the way
home from the store, he will walk into
Jesus’ arms for eternity because Jesus
paid for his sins completely.

Yes, Jesus is with us each and
every day, and it’s encouraging to
read about other believers’ experi-
ences in this regard. But the basic
message of our atonement for sin
through the perfect life and innocent
death of Christ is simply one that
never gets “old.” Nor do we ever
grow “above” it. It is still the reason
any of the authors take the time out
of their busy schedules to pen arti-
cles for this publication. It is the
only clear message that will make a
real impact on any non-Christian
who happens to thumb through it.

Joe Christina
Holmen, Wisconsin

Send your letters to “Feedback,” Forward in Christ,
2929 N Mayfair Rd, Milwaukee, WI 53222;
fic@sab.wels.net. Letters between 100 and

250 words are preferred. Include full name and
address. Letters are edited for clarity, conciseness,
and relevance. Not all letters received can be
acknowledged or used. Writers’ views are not
necessarily those of WELS or Forward in Christ.




