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Buttons, a playful and adorable young bear, is the main character in this new series of four
books for children ages 3 to 7. Children will love the beautiful pictures. They'll listen to the
entertaining stories about Buttons and learn from the Bible about praising, trusting, and
obeying God, and showing kindness to others. The Buttons books are written by Lynn
Groth and illustrated by Tammie Lyon.

@ In Buttons' Picnic (LU16N1632), Buttons @ |n Buttons in the Dark (LU16N1634), Buttons
teaches his Uncle Skeeter to PRAISE God for sees and hears scary things in his dark bedroom
all the wonderful things he does. Buttons himself and learns to TRUST in God and his loving care.
tells the Bible story about Jesus feeding many, The Bible story told by Buttons' father is about
many people with just a little lunch brought Jesus calming the wind and the waves of a terrible

by a boy. 27 pages, $5.99. storm. 27 pages, $5.99.

@ In Buttons Visits Grandma (LU16N1633), @ In Buttons’ Bouquet of Flowers (LU16N1635),
Buttons learns that OBEDIENCE is a way Buttons changes from a bear who thinks only about
to show love to God. The Bible story is about himself into a bear who shows KINDNESS to a
Noah and how he showed love for God by needy neighbor. The Bible story told by Buttons'
building the ark just the way God told him mother is about Tabitha, a woman who showed

to build it. 29 pages, $5.99. love for Jesus by making clothes for poor people.
27 pages, $5.99.

, @ ,
load a FREE picture of Buttons (for T-shirts, @ S RI
- book bags, etc.) at www.nph.net/buttons WH EN YO BUY ALL FOU !

LU16N1636, $18.99

No other discounts apply-

To order call 1-800-662-6022

(Milwaukee area 414-475-6600 ext. 5800) 8:00 AM.
to 430 P.M. CT weekdays. Or order online, www.nph.net. AR Northwestern

Discover, MasterCard, and Visa are accepted. All orders are subject to : rq—F" PUblIShIng House
shipping and handling costs and sales tax where applicable.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin




thought for today

A perfect family

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:3

dvertisers like to use images
of families to sell their prod-
ucts—happy families: mom

and dad (in a deeply satisfying mar-
riage), two kids (bright, athletic,
well-adjusted), all smiling because
they are driving in a certain model
of minivan, or vacationing in a cer-
tain location, or whatever it is the
advertiser is trying to sell us.

Sin wrecks the perfect family

Sometimes we look at the ad and
think, “Why doesn’t my family look
like that?” We know it’s not the mini-
van because that’s the kind we drive,
and it’s not the location because
we’ve been there.

So why doesn’t our family look
like the one in the ad? The answer,
of course, is sin, and not just the
wrong things we say or do (or the
right things we fail to say or do).
The problem is our sinful hearts—
prideful, stubborn, arrogant, slow
to listen, quick to speak, rushing to
criticize, unsympathetic, vengeful,
cruel, self-centered hearts. We all
have one. (Read Romans 3 if you
don’t believe me.)

The result is that while real fami-
lies are places where we experience
some of the greatest joys and deepest
satisfactions we will know on this
side of heaven, they are also places
where we will experience some of
the most acute heartache and pro-
found emptiness. The thoughts,
words, and actions of our sinful
hearts grieve us and those around
us, even those we love the most.

Thomas A. Westra

Jesus puts our families
together again

It is only by God’s grace that a
marriage, anyone’s marriage, sur-
vives. It is only by God’s grace that
any parent and their teenager are
still on speaking terms. God, in his
grace, provided the solution to our
dilemma. He did so at Jesus’ cross.

At the cross, in Jesus’ payment for
our sins, I find peace for my troubled
conscience. He has removed my sin
from me. Here I find the strength to
forgive those who hurt me, knowing
that just as he died for my sin, he
died for theirs. Here, at this most
sacred place, a place I visit through
Word and Sacrament, I can say those
three most precious words in any
family—no, not, “T love you”—but,
“I forgive you.” By his work on the
cross Jesus not only reconciled us to

his Father, but also gave us the means
to be reconciled to one another.

So at the apostle’s urging, we
make every effort to keep this
unity of the Spirit in our families
by staying close to our Savior and
the message of his cross. We do
this, together as a family, through
regular worship in God’s house
and through family devotions.
Although we may not be like the
family in the commercial, we are
the perfect family, made perfect in
God’s eyes by the blood of Jesus.
By God’s grace our homes can be
what God intended them to be:
places where we are cared for and
loved, where we share Christ’s
love with one another, where we
grow in his Word, and where we
are encouraged and strengthened
for the journey to our permanent
home in heaven.

One more thought: We often call
our church a “family”—and with
good reason. About the time that
this magazine is in the hands of
its readers, representatives of our
extended family will be meeting in
convention. Pray that God would
bless our “family,” that we “make
every effort to keep the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of peace.”

Thomas Westra is pastor at Beautiful
Savior, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.

1 Kings 8:57
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The sycamore
tree is me.
Ministering as
the sycamore
tree is the
mission to
which I've
been called.

Have you ever thought about the role of a tree? Besides giving
shade and being beautiful to look at, it can also give you a new
perspective on life—if you climb it. In FIC's feature article, John
Eich compares Christians to a sycamore tree because they can
lift people up to see Jesus. Read “Sycamore tree Christians”

(p. 8) to find out more.

Why are so many Lutheran churches moving out of the inner
city? Rolfe Westendorf asks this and other hard questions as
he explores the fate of the inner city church and the need
for cross-cultural ministry to preserve it. Don’t miss “Hard
questions” (p. 18).

Have you checked out WELS news lately? This monthly
department contains informational and inspirational stories
about WELS, its congregations, and its members. This month
look for . ..

e Pictures and assignments of our Martin Luther College
graduates.

e A historical glimpse at Apacheland history.

e An inspirational story about high school teens from
Wisconsin doing mission work in Tennessee.

e An article detailing Mission Partners, a new program that
allows you to provide support for a specific WELS project.

e Recurring sections such as District news, Book nook, and
Bible readings.

—JKW
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