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Papercover. 347 pages.
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Limited-Time Offer

The People’s Bible series has been redesigned! The contemporary volumes include new illustrations and attractive
emerald-green covers with original artwork reflecting the contents of the books. NPH offers two money-saving
options for the redesigned series:

Option A: Purchase the entire set of 41 volumes for $518.99 (15% off the $609.59 total for cover prices)
and receive FREE shipping and the 423-page Book of Books Bible commentary by John Schaller.
Hurry, this offer ends March 31, 2003! Option A stock number: LUT15N0710.

Option B: Subscribe and receive two volumes every two months at 10% off the regular cover prices (a total
of $548.99* for the entire set). This allows the convenience of spreading out your payments.

To order call 1-800-662-6022 (Milwaukee area 414-475-6600) 8:00 A.m. to

4:30 p.M. CT weekdays. Discover, MasterCard, and Visa are accepted. All orders ﬂ D yog}:-hwESteHrn

are subject to shipping and handling costs and sales tax where applicable. 'QF M:J :S \I/?g 'Ouse
liwaukee, isconsin

*Prices are subject to change. www.nph.net




thought for today

His tortured soul

About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”>—which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”’

ometime this Lenten season
S we will hear Jesus cry out

from the cross, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?”
Perhaps we’ll hear the cry of his tor-
tured soul during a midweek passion
history reading or in the Scripture
lessons for Good Friday. The evan-
gelist Matthew gives us the Aramaic
mixed with Hebrew that Jesus actu-
ally spoke, the better to place us at
the foot of the cross and to accent
the importance of these words for us.

Forsaken for our sin

An eerie darkness came over the
land of Israel from noon until 3 pM
on the day Jesus was crucified. That
darkness matched the darkness in
our Savior’s soul. The physical
torment that he’d undergone in the
past day went beyond brutal, but the
torment of his soul was even worse.
He had done nothing wrong. Even
under the severest provocation he
had not cursed his tormentors or
used abusive language.

Why, then, was he forsaken by
God? That’s what the human soul
of Jesus wanted to know. It won’t
do to theorize that Jesus simply felt
forsaken. When he spoke these
words from the cross he was actually
quoting himself. He had originally
spoken them a thousand years earlier
through King David in Psalm 22.
There he prophesied with high-defi-
nition clarity all that he would suffer
for us. In addition to the scorn of his

Matthew 27:46
Paul M. Janke

enemies and the trauma inflicted on
his body by the crucifixion, his role
as our substitute called for him to
suffer the abandonment by God that
we deserved.

In his suffering, Jesus became sin
for us. He became a curse for us.
Luther says that Jesus “descended to
hell for your sake and was forsaken
by God, as one damned forever, when
he said on the cross, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?’ ” (What Luther Says,
1345). This was not his triumphant
descent to hell in the early hours of
Easter morning, but the harrowing,
agonizing banishment he suffered on
Good Friday when his Father left him
alone with our evil.

Forsaken so we won’t be

“Why?” is the question frequently
pushed from our lips when we suffer
in some way. “Why have you made
me your target?” Job asked God (Job
7:20). “Why do you hide your face
and consider me your enemy?” (Job
13:24). The most appropriate answer
might be, “Why not?”” Sinners that we
are, who are we to contend with God?

We may feel at times that God
has forsaken us. We might feel as
though he’s left us to face our trou-
bles, our sickness, or even death on
our own. Prayers seem to go unan-
swered. The way to escape tempta-
tion seems not to exist.

But for Christians things are not
what they seem. Jesus was forsaken
by his Father so that through faith
in him we won’t be. God has bound
himself to us with a promise: “Never
will I leave you; never will I forsake
you” (Hebrews 13:5). Nor was Jesus
abandoned by God for long. He
would say later in Psalm 22, “For
he has not despised or disdained the
suffering of the afflicted one; he has
not hidden his face from him but has
listened to his cry for help” (v. 24).

We Christians can live boldly.
Hell has lost its power to threaten
and frighten us. Those who trust in
Jesus will never be forsaken. Not
now and not in eternity.

e

Paul Janke is pastor at St. Peter, Modesto,
California.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. 7 Kings 8:57
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t “His tortured soul” by Paul Janke (p. 3)
t “A love/hate relationship with Lent” by Mark Jeske (p. 8)

t “Who will take the Son?” by Carl Henkel (p. 10)

t “At the foot of your cross” by Dan Kleist (p. 33)

t “What nailed him to a tree?” by Richard Lauersdorf (p. 36)

Take some time out of your busy schedule to read these
articles and reflect on what Jesus endured for you.

t the terms “minister” and “ministry,”

t the Christian’s role as a priest of God,

Let’s stand with
each other as
we let God’s
Word tell us
the awful truth
about our-
selves. . . . But
let’s also expe-
rience the relief
that comes
from hearing
the truth about
our wonderful
Savior.

We quote Martin Luther in our writings. Every year we recall
' the importance of the great reformer nailing the Ninety-five
Theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. But
how much do we really know about Luther? Take a refresher
course—and learn some new things—as Richard Balge leads
us through Luther’s life. His first article is on p. 31.

- What Scripture says about “the ministry” has been an often-

' debated topic among confessional Lutherans. Yet how we look
at the ministry effects the way we view others and ourselves in
the church. In a new four-part series, David Valleskey explores

t the relationship between pastors and “priests.”
Check out his first article, “Every Christian a minister?” (p. 12).

—JKW
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