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Take a look inside.

Uncover the hopeful message of John the Baptist
through the 37 devotions in the new book from

Northwestern Publishing House, Are You Ready?
Each easy-to-read devotion includes a Bible text,
a practical life application, and a short prayer.

Use these devotions from December 1
through January 6 to prepare your heart
for Christmas.

ARE YOU READY?

Devotions for Advent and Christmas
Edited by Lyle Albrecht

Papercover. 134 pages.

| LUO6N0719 $11.99

Call to order. 1-800-662-6022
(Milwaukee area 414-475-6600)
8:00 A.M. to 4:30 p.M. weekdays.

IEA#RI: YOli'
READY?

AR Northwestern
‘g_F’ Publishing House

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

www.nph.net

Discover, MasterCard, and Visa accepted. All orders are subject to
shipping and handling costs and sales tax where applicable.




thought for today

Yoked with Jesus

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find vest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. Matthew 11:28-30

missionary in Africa got
stuck in a mud hole with
his pickup, buried up to

the sides. He went back to a little
village to get help. From the village
corral came seven yoke of oxen,
chained together, yoke to yoke.

There was no snap of metal as
the chain came tight. The snap was
absorbed in the massive necks of
the oxen. They pulled, and silently
and easily the mired truck came
out to solid ground.

The yokes that day weren’t instru-
ments of torture for the oxen. They
were instruments of mercy. The
oxen needed to tend to a burden.
The wooden yokes around their
necks helped them do it easily.

Burdens without Jesus

Since our first parents sinned, we
have had burdens in our lives. Then,
God said, “In the sweat of your
brow . . .”. Later, Jesus said, “In this
world you will have trouble.” The
word often translated as “persever-
ance” in the New Testament literally
means “‘to remain under a burden.”
So the prospect of work, trouble,
and burdens faces all of us.

How do you intend to pull your
life’s burden?

Consider the team of seven oxen.
Discard the yoke. Tie the mission-
ary’s truck to them with slipknots
around their necks, and see what
happens. The harder and heavier
the burden, the tighter and more
constricting the rope. A burden that

Eric S. Hartzell

is easy and light with the yoke
chokes and strangles without it.

Christian, you too have a yoke,
and this yoke is God’s instrument
of mercy. Without Jesus to aid us in
pulling life’s burdens we choke. We
know the slipknot of hopelessness.
Sin is a dense and dead weight.
Without Jesus, the more the grief
or the greater the monotony of daily
life, the tighter the noose and the
more labored our breathing. Without
the yoke nothing makes the burdens
possible or meaningful. Without
Jesus and his yoke, we come to
the end of our ropes. Without the
yoke, the puller pines away, wears
out, gives up, and dies.

Burdens with the yoke of Jesus

But this proverb softens the bur-
den: “Commit to the Lord whatever

you do, and your plans will succeed”
(16:3). Not every scheme we set our
shoulders to will meet with success.
But Jesus, whose yoke is easy and
burden is light, will be involved in
the work we commit to him.

Without heeding Jesus’ invitation
for the weary to come to him and
rest in his easy yoke and light bur-
den, James’ optimism wouldn’t be
possible. He says, “Consider it pure
joy, my brothers, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance” (1:2,3).

There is in the yoke of Jesus even
the prospect of developing some spir-
itual muscle. There is joy in knowing
that the one who asks us to pull the
load knows our strength and the tem-
per of his yoke.

Jesus promises that his yoke is
easy and his burden is light. But
many burdens remain. Without bur-
dens, Jesus’ yoke would be mean-
ingless and purposeless.

And the light burden? We are not
beasts of burden doomed to carrying
heavy loads. We are instead sons
and daughters entrusted with carry-
ing out God’s good pleasure. We
show him love this way. And the
burden is not burdensome.

o

Eric Hartzell is pastor at Cross and Crown,
Georgetown, Texas.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.

1 Kings 8:57
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Scripture’s divine
psychology gives
. every Lutheran a
- dual personality
because the law
~ reminds us that
| we are sinners

'~ while the gospel
assures us that
we are saints.

bits & pieces

% As we were preparing for this issue, four hijacked airplanes

= crashed, wreaking havoc in New York; Washington, D.C.;
and throughout our country. Some quick shifting of articles
allowed us to comment on these attacks.

e Make sure to read eye-witness accounts and reflections
from pastors and members on the East Coast (p. 18).

* In these attacks, editor Gary Baumler asks each of us to
hear God'’s wake-up call for repentance (p. 34).

e Richard Gurgel discusses how we should deal with our
feelings of wanting revenge (p. 32).

« ~ Even with all the chaos and destruction, there is much for which

“ to be thankful. Two articles reflect the Thanksgiving theme this
month. Philip Kieselhorst reminds us to show our thankfulness
in our actions (p. 10). Carl Henkel talks about priorities—what
really matters and what doesn’t (p. 16).

~. Coming and goings and name changes are happening in our
“ magazine’s staff.

*As Richard Gurgel begins his stint on our editorial staff this
month, Walter Beckmann wraps up eight years as an editori-
alist. He shares his prayer for WELS and its future in his final
article (p. 7). We thank him for his commentaries.

*You may notice some different names listed on the masthead.
Both Carianne (Neu) Ciriacks, the magazine’s graphic designer,
and |, Julie (Tessmer) Wietzke, were recently married. So we're
still here, just under new names.

—JKW
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I appreciated a number of articles
in the August Forward in Christ,
but I must comment on a state-
ment in Carl Henkel’s article,
“Changing tastes.”

He stated, “The changing listening
habits of ever-changing audiences
made him [the author of a book]
realize that the effectiveness of the
never-changing Word of God can be
hindered and hampered if preachers
fail to change with the times.”

Perhaps we can say that preachers
can hinder the clear communication of
God’s Word but to say that the “effec-
tiveness of the . . . Word of God can
be hindered” is to contradict what
Scripture claims about itself. The Word
is always effective (Isaiah 55:10,11). It
is “living and active” (Hebrews 4:12).

St. Paul, too, was a changed man,
but it was this changed man who
wrote, “My message and my preach-
ing were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstration of the
Spirit’s power, so that your faith might
not rest on men’s wisdom, but on
God’s power” (1 Corinthians 2:4,5).

The main point of Henkel’s article
is certainly valid. May we never
allow our own comfort zone to hin-
der the communication of the gospel.
But, to say that the effectiveness of
the Word of God can be hindered is
to take away from the power God
himself ascribes to his Word.

Eric Roecker

w .. o
=. Virginia Beach, Virginia
Regarding Prof. Cherney’s “People
Skills” [July] and a reader’s reply
[Sept.].

Prof. Cherney’s article apparently
touched a raw nerve. However, his
point remains unassailable: The Word
of God is efficacious and will accom-
plish the Lord’s purpose, no matter
how awkward the messenger.

That having been said, there is little
excuse for pastors or for any other
Christian to recklessly cultivate a lack
of tact in dealing with people. Supreme
confidence in the inherent power of the
Word of God to achieve the Lord’s
goals and a humble personal desire to
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be all things to all people without, in
the process, surrendering a particle of
truth need not be adversarial.

A double caution is perhaps in
order: First, [in] attributing a lack of
“people skills” to slow or, even, nega-
tive statistical growth. Second, cal-
lous insensitivity to the plight either
of the biblically weak and unknowl-
edgeable or the unchurched unbeliever.
A loving sense of balance for both
Word and soul will point the way.

John A. Schroeder
o . .
=. Gillette, Wyoming

I say AMEN to the editorial com-
ment article entitled ‘“People skills”
by Prof. Cherney [July]. Cherney
drives home the point that we should
continue to keep the course for WELS’
well-equipped and well-trained pastors
who vehemently preach, teach, and
follow God’s Word of Truth.

Also, I applaud Gary Baumler for
“The conflicted society” [Aug. 2001].
Baumler basically is saying that the
media, particularly TV, is sending the
wrong messages, standards, values, and
morals to our children and us. We, as
Christians, should be outraged! The
movie and TV industry and ratings
have become the product of an evil, lib-
eralized, depraved, compromised, and
corrupt society that does not want to
adhere to any standards, let alone God’s
stated standards for us in his Word.

My wife and I recently converted to
WELS theology and doctrines. We are
ecstatic, excited, and regenerated to
have finally found a denominational
church body in which the doctrines,
policies, standards, and requirements
are scripturally well-founded and cor-
rect according to God’s Word of Truth.

Ronald and Joanne Hoshal
Oakley, Michigan

I have some questions about a
statement in “A closer look at
close communion” [Aug.].

How should I fulfill my “responsi-
bility to make sure that the people we
commune are truly penitent”? Which
specific words of Scripture give us
this responsibility? Are we saying that

we are sure that all WELS members
we commune are always truly peni-
tent? Are we judging other Christians
automatically to be impenitent? Might
this be offensive to people?

I cannot understand how I can make
sure that the people I commune are
truly penitent. Evidently I am neglect-
ing an important part of the ministry!

Robert A. Bitter
Oakfield, Wisconsin

Author Walter Beckmann responds:
Paul told the elders of Ephesus (Acts
20:28) that they were to keep watch
over all the flock of which the Holy
Spirit had made them overseers.
Luther’s explanation of the Office of
the Keys tells us that we are to for-
give the sins of penitent sinners and
to retain the sins of the impenitent.
That’s what I had in mind when 1
wrote, “We have a responsibility to
make sure . .. ”

Since we can’t look into the hearts
of the members of our flocks I proba-
bly should have added a phrase like
“try to do our best” to make sure, or
I could have said, “properly prepared
fo receive the sacrament” instead of
“truly penitent.” Better yet, I could
have spoken of our responsibility to
deny the sacrament to manifestly
impenitent sinners.

As far as “other Christians” are
concerned, they would be covered by
my statement, “Our participation in
the Lord’s Supper is an expression of
the unity of our faith and not our reli-
gious diversity.” Before we can
express our unity of faith we must
determine that such unity exists. The
purpose of my editorial was to suggest
things we might do to avoid seeming
“offensive” to “other Christians” as
we work to make this determination.

Send your letters to Readers forum, 2929
N Mayfair Rd, Milwaukee WI 53222-4398;
FAX, 414/256-3899; <fic@sab.wels.net>.
Include full name, address, and daytime

phone number. Letters are edited for
clarity, conciseness, and relevance.
Writers® views are not necessarily those
of WELS or Forward in Christ magazine.
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