s

g

-

=aace )

July 2001 " The Word from the WELS

www.wels.net : S s

Who is going
forward in
Christ?

A prickly
situation

What is
the synod

convention?

%/7
BERT-Z4BEG

8B L61 ¥ ; : :
s KRR RAOK KKK KX 3 : 5 e 5

-



Dont leave home without it!

Before you close that suitcase, remember to pack
God’s Word! What better way to enjoy God’s
Word than with the engaging devotions found
in With Our Eyes on Jesus? These 35 timeless
devotions will help you restore body and soul.

Each devotion has a discussion rooted in Scripture
and includes a perspective on reallife situations.
As you witness the faith of the saints and apostles
in these devotions, you'll see how you too can live
your faith each day.

\With Our Eyes on Jesus

Devotions on the Minor Festivals of the Church Year
by Richard E. Lauersdorf

DEVOTIONS ON THE

it | Papercover. 146 pages.

LUO6NO715 ..... $10.99

- OF THE CHURCH YEAR

A M Northwestern

Order online or call 1-800-662-6022 ‘g_F' Publlshlng House

(Milwaukee area 414-475-6600), 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 p.M. weekdays. Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Discover, MasterCard, and Visa accepted. All orders are subject to shipping and handling costs and sales tax where applicable.




thought for today

Set us free, Lord

Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—
[I am rescued] through Jesus Christ our Lord! Romans 7:24,25

om decided that a “time
out” was in order for her
naughty daughter. Since the

little girl’s room had toys in it, Mom
sent her to Mom’s room. “You sit in
here and think about what you did.”

After a while Mom went in to
check on her. “Well, have you been
thinking?”’

“No,” said the girl, “I’ve been
spitting. I’ve been spitting in your
purse. I’ve been spitting in the pock-
ets of your clothes. I’ve been spit-
ting in your shoes. Right now I'm
waiting for more spit.” Her little
heart was in a state of rebellion.

The rebellion

That story is a vivid picture of
my sinful condition. By nature, my
heart, too, is in a state of rebellion.

If I have sinned only by what I
have said and done, then maybe I
would have a chance to stop. “Hey,
I know those things are wrong. So
I won’t do them anymore.”

My problem, however, runs
deeper. I am sinful by nature. My
sin problem is not just a benign
tumor that can be cut away, but an
insidious cancer that has spread
throughout my system. Every incli-
nation of my sinful heart is evil. I
not only break God’s rules. I am
waiting for more spit.

The prophet has this in mind
when he writes: “All of us have
become like one who is unclean”
(Isaiah 64:6). Paul agonizes over it
in Romans 7: “For what I want to do
I do not do, but what I hate I do. . . .

Thomas A. Westra

When I want to do good, evil is
right there with me” (15,21).

The rescue

But Paul has an answer. He goes
on to say, “Thanks be to God—{I
am rescued] through Jesus Christ
our Lord!”

Like a sponge Jesus absorbs out
of us all the filth, sexual impropri-
eties, arrogance, mean-spirited-
ness—every dirty, ugly thing—in
our hearts. The Bible doesn’t only
say that he took the punishment of
our sin. It says that on the cross he
became our sin (2 Corinthians
5:21). No wonder he screamed in
horror—not because of the physi-
cal agony, but because he hates
what he has to absorb out of us.

But he did it because he loves
us. This is a truth that I could not
believe were it not that God con-
vinced me of it in my conversion.
He loves me. He loves me even
with my rebellious heart. What his
love caused him to do at Calvary
has set me free from the guilt of
my sin and the punishment that I
earned. The day of his crucifixion
was our Independence Day. What
a glorious freedom!

A continuing struggle

Yet, the struggle continues. I still
see the hurt in the eyes of those I
love as they are impacted by my
selfishness. I still recognize the
ugliness in many of my words and
thoughts. I so much want not to
sin, yet I sin so much.

The world doesn’t help. It is sat-
urated with evil. The violence and
illicit sex that spills into our homes
on TV, the flood of Internet pornog-
raphy, the materialism that seeps
out of our culture—it all appeals to
my sinful nature and finds an ally.

Therefore, even as we guard our
steps with the light of his Word,
even as we daily repent, we look
forward to another Independence
Day—a day when we shall be free
from sin, the day that our Lord will
deliver us from all evil as he brings
us into his heavenly kingdom.

¥

Thomas Westra is pastor at Beautiful
Savior, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. 7 Kings 8:57
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bits & pieces

When Jesus said to go and make disciples of all nations he was
not telling us to sit and watch, but to get involved—Dby sup-
porting others through encouragement, prayers, and funding
or by doing the work ourselves. How can you get involved?

e Pastors, teachers, laypeople, and students are volunteering
to go all over the world to spread the gospel through mission
projects funded by the Forward in Christ thank offering.
Check out just four of these projects on p. 8.

e Thirty-one men graduated from our seminary in May and
will dedicate themselves full-time to God’s work. See who
they are and where they will go (pp. 20-22) and read reflec-
tions of one of them (p. 19).

e Nearly 500 people are taking a week out of their lives to
attend the WELS 2001 biennial convention this summer.
Learn about the ins and outs of the convention on p. 14.

e How can you help older members stay connected to the
church? Nicole Moline shares tips and examples in her article,
“Visiting for Jesus” (p. 16).

A new series begins and an old series ends this month.

e We thank Professor Theodore Hartwig for helping us cher-
ish our heritage of hymns by giving us a more in-depth look
at texts, tunes, and composers. His final article is on p. 18.

e Pastor Jon Buchholz will lead us through the life of Jesus in
our new Bible study series. Make sure to check out his first
article, “Just wait” (p. 30).

—JKT
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I was happy to read about Pastor
Haar’s reception of Canadian citi-
zenship [Mar., p. 26] and pray that
it serves him and his ministry well.
Working as a non-citizen can be dif-
ficult and costly in many countries,
including the United States.

The concept of “dual citizenship”
may sound strange to some of us, and
the laws of the countries involved are
complicated. Called workers should
consult a lawyer specializing in natu-
ralization before applying for citizen-
ship in any country, including the
United States. It is theoretically pos-
sible to become “stateless” if one is
not careful.

Scott C. Mund
] . . :
=, Racine, Wisconsin

Just wanted to let author Pastor
Carl Henkel know that I benefited
greatly from his article, “Damaged
Goods” [May]. God has used it to
speak to my heart and to help me
understand so much more clearly how
I am to live as a Christian. Thanks so
much for the insight and inspiration.

Patricia Clark
g Navarre, Florida

After seeing the illustration on

p. 13 of the Apr. 2001 Forward in
Christ, 1 feel there is an important
matter that needs to be addressed
in case someone has the wrong
idea about Esperanto.

Although what some people con-
sider religious cults have latched on
to Esperanto, the language itself and
the organization in charge of the lan-
guage, The World-Wide Esperanto
Association, claim complete religious
neutrality. No one should blame a lan-
guage for what anyone might do with
that language.

I myself have been publishing a
Lutheran newsletter in Esperanto for
several years and, with the help of a
friend from Belgium, have distributed
over a thousand copies of God’s Great
Exchange in Esperanto to people from
all over the world.
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Ignorance can produce intolerance.
Esperanto, like any other language,
can be an evangelism tool. Please do
not give anyone who reads your mag-
azine the impression that we cannot
be tolerant of Esperanto.
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In response to Walter Beckmann’s
question, ‘Do our vacancies con-
cern you?” [May] my answer is
yes! What I’ve been wondering is
with all of the pastoral vacancies
out there why are graduates being
assigned as tutors to preparatory
schools and Martin Luther College
when we so desperately need them
as pastors of our congregations?

Heather Duquaine
Duluth, Minnesota

Normally, pastor-trained tutors
are assigned to positions where the
pastoral training is considered
essential. After one or two years
they receive an assignment into the
parish ministry.—ed.

I appreciated Walt Beckmann’s
comments regarding the vacancies
in our synod [May]. Too often we
lament the fact that there aren’t
enough pastors graduating instead
of doing the hard work of recruit-
ing, encouraging, and supporting.

I also believe that we need to think
outside of the traditional WELS model
for pastor/congregation relationships.
Beckmann pointed out that large con-
gregations could add a staff minister
instead of a second pastor. Couldn’t a
small congregation also make use of
a lay minister who might enable that
congregation to share its pastor with
other churches or preaching stations?

What things can congregations
do to allow their pastors more time
to proclaim the Word and less time
writing newsletters, agendas, bulle-
tins, and all the other stuff that really
could be done by someone else?

We need to address recruitment
and financial assistance for those being

recruited, but we also need to plan for
the shortage, which is going to be with
us for a while. The synod needs to
produce guidelines that would help
congregations share pastors. Pastors
need to train their congregations that
the pastor’s job is not all the paper
pushing that he winds up doing, but
the proclamation of the Word.

We must move beyond a mindset
that seeks to keep things the way they
have been simply because that is the
way things always have been. We must
ask ourselves—pastors, congregations,
and individual members— ‘What can
I do to get the Word out?” Then do it,
even if it is different from what we
have done before.

Paul Huebner
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FROM BEGINNING TO END
Through the Bible in one year

July 2001
1. Nehemiah 16. Lk. 22:24-23:31
11:10-13 17. Lk. 23:32-24
2. Zechariah 1-6 18. Acts 1 & 2
3. Zech. 7-11 19. Ac. 3-5:16
4. Zech. 12-14 20. Ac. 5:17-7
e Luke 1:1-38 21.Ac.8 &9
5. Lk. 1:39-2 22. Ac. 10 & 11
6.Lk.3&4 23. Ac. 12-14:17
7Lk S5 &6 24. Ac. 14:18-16:15
8. Lk. 7-8:39 25. Ac. 16:16-18
9. Lk. 8:40-10:16 26. Ac. 19 & 20
10. Lk. 10:17-11 27. Ac. 21-23:11
11.Lk. 12 & 13 28. Ac. 23:12-25
12. Lk. 14-16:18 29. Ac. 26-28:15

13. Lk. 16:19-18:34 30. Psalm 74 « Ac.
14. Lk. 18:35-20:26 28:16-31 e« Titus
15. Lk. 20:27-22:23 31. 1 Thessalonians

Send your letters to Readers forum, 2929
N Mayfair Rd, Milwaukee WI 53222-4398;
FAX, 414/256-3899; <fic@sab.wels.net>.
Include full name, address, and daytime

phone number. Letters are edited for
clarity, conciseness, and relevance.
Wiriters’ views are not necessarily those
of WELS or Forward in Christ magazine.
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