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TELL THE TRUTH 101;

Quick, convenient summaries of the beliefs of

the WELS—who it is and what it stands for.
Study the convictions and harmony that keep this synod united

in God's truth. Examine and ponder what God has graciously

said in Scripture. Prepare for speaking the truth and speaking it

in love. Offered by the Commission on Inter-Church Relations

of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

Doctrinal Statements
of the WELS

Seven doctrinal statements
on often-debated subjects
of 20th-century society:
Scripture * Antichrist ¢

Church Fellowship * Church and Ministry ¢

Abortion * Lord’s Supper * Man and

Woman Roles.

Papercover, 69 pages.

LUISN2006 ............ cesesnss . $2.50

Order by phone 1-800-662-6022

(Milwaukee area 414-475-6600) 8:00a v to 4:30 »m weekdays

online at www.wels.net/nph
or mail the convenient order form below.

This We Believe

A Statement of Belief of
the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod

What we believe, teach, and
confess about nine biblical
doctrines: God and His Revelation ¢

Creation, Man, and Sin ¢ Christ and
Redemption e Justification by Faith « Good
Works and Prayer » The Means of Grace ¢

The Church and Its Ministry ¢ The Church

and the State * Jesus’ Return and the Judgment.
(Also available in German, Norwegian,

and Spanish.)

Papercover, 24 pages.

LUGING622 . ....ccocvnvess cee...$1.00

Please place my order for
Daoctrinal Statements of the WELS and/or This We Believe

Name (please print)
Address

City/State/Zip

Daytime Phone (__)

*SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES
Note: Bankcard and NPH charge i .
customers will be billed actuagl .6% County Tax—Milwaukee County residents

O Check or Money Order enclosed

Stock #
LU15N2006
LU04N0622

Qty Book Title Price
Doctrinal Statements of the WELS $2.50
This We Believe $1.00
Merchandise Total

Shipping & Handling*

Subtotal

5% Sales Tax—Wisconsin residents
Note: 5% on Subtotal required by Wisconsin law

(make payable to Northwestern Publishing House)

1 NPH Charge Account (net 30 days) DDDDDD

Bankcard No.
Exp. Date

If NPH charge, fill in 6-digit NPH Acct. No.

postage plus $1.50 handling.
If order totals Add
up to $ 10.00 $ 3.70 We reserve the

$ 10.01 to § 25.00 $ 4.80 right to bill you
$ 25.01 to $ 50.00 $ 6.25 foractual
$ 50.01 to $100.00 $ 7.90 shipping costs
$100.01 to $150.00 $ 9.40 when the charges
$150.01 to $200.00 $10.90 exceed the
$200.01 and up $12.50 schedule.
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A &N & A A A A A

T e

A Northwestern
“%F’ Publishing House

1250 North 113th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53226-3284

£




THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Harvest time

Do you not say, “Four months more and then the harvest”? I tell you,
open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now
the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life,

so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. John 4:35,36

he disciples wondered

what Jesus was talking
about. He had just told
them, “The fields are ripe
for harvest.” But it wasn’t
harvest time in the farmers’
fields of Samaria. The grain
wasn’t close to being ripe.
Harvest time was still four
months away.

Jesus wasn’t referring to

the grain harvest, however.

Paul M. Janke

often those who plant the
seed don’t get to see the
harvest. Conversations about
the Savior take place in cafe-
terias and bus stations and
hospital rooms. Christians
sow the seed, telling friends
and strangers alike about the
Savior who gives his holiness
in exchange for our sins.

We may never again see the
person with whom we shared

While his disciples had gone
into the Samaritan town of
Sychar to buy food, Jesus sat
down to rest at Jacob’s well. There
he struck up a conversation with a
local woman. He offered her living
water, and identified himself as the
Messiah. She believed. A precious
soul was harvested for eternal life.
Then she ran to town to share the
good news.

Ripened fields

Jesus was giving his disciples
a lesson in mission awareness.
For farmers, harvest time is well
defined. In Palestine, grain was
harvested in late spring. But in the
kingdom of God, it’s always harvest
time. Souls are ripe for harvest year-
round. Just then the seed that Jesus
had sown was bearing fruit. At the
woman’s invitation, people were
streaming out of Sychar to Jacob’s
well. The grain in the fields was still

Conversations about the Savior take place in cafeterias and bus
stations and hospital rooms.

green and tender, but it was harvest
time in Samaria.

“Open your eyes and look at the
fields,” Jesus said. Look at people
as they really are. They re not just
clerks or students or truck drivers.
They’re not just members of a cer-
tain race or natives of a certain
region. People have souls. Either
the thirst of their souls has been
quenched at the well of living water,
or they’re perishing. Jesus saw the
Samaritan woman not simply as a
Samaritan or as a woman. He saw
her as a soul who needed to know
her Savior. He tells us to look at
people the way he does.

Reaping with rejoicing
With farmers, the rewards of the
harvest are the compensation for the

hard work of planting and tending
the crop. But in Christ’s kingdom,

the gospel. In this life we
may never know whether
the seed we planted bore fruit.

On the other hand, we some-
times reap what we didn’t work
for. Someone else planted the seed,
years ago, perhaps, or thousands of
miles away. But Jesus positions us
to harvest the crop for eternal life.
He gives us the joy of hearing the
confession of Christ or seeing
the baptism.

In heaven the sower and the reaper
will finally be able to rejoice togeth-
er. Here on earth, harvest celebrations
delight in God’s blessing on fields
and orchards and vineyards. Heaven’s
harvest festival will be far better,
celebrating God’s mercy in bringing
souls to the joy of eternal life.

Plant now. Harvest now. And
rejoice in the harvest forever.

Paul Janke is pastor at St. Peter, Modesto,
California.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.

A\ L

Q

piece®

In the past, WELS has never had a
strong ministry to the cities, but that’s
no excuse for giving up on them in the
present and into the future. Mark
Jeske honestly confronts our lack of
outreach to the millions who crowd
the cities—and what we can do to
change that. Don’t miss this series.

Every other year, your pastor, male
teachers, and a member of your
church attend a district convention.
At these meetings, delegates address
issues that are specific to your district
and that face our synod as a whole.
For a summary, see page 20.

Our office fielded many requests for
permission to photocopy the July
cover story “Now I lay me. . . .”
David Zietlow, a retired pastor facing
his own death from cancer, pointed
out that everyone wants to go to heav-
en, but nobody wants to die. On June
10, God took Pastor Zietlow to heav-
en—and granted his wish.

With this issue, John Parlow ends his
series on the occult. Our thanks to
him for shining God’s light on the
darkness of the occult. We also thank
David Valleskey for his five-part
series on fellowship.

You may notice something different
about NL this month. Through
December we will test a new paper—
it is whiter and has a matte finish.
This will reduce the glare from the
paper that some of you have written
about, and it costs less. Let us know
what you think.

—LRB
Cover photo by Digital Stock Corporation
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REVITALIZING URBAN PARISHES

Concern for

C

ity

A church body’s spiritual vigor is demonstrated in its mission commit-
ment to share the gospel across cultures.

Mark A. Jeske

hat is your perception of the
size of WELS? Are we grow-

ing? Shrinking? Staying the same?
Does growth really matter? If we
hold tenaciously to the message of
the Bible, is it enough then to leave
numerical growth to the Lord?
Dying city churches

I have been a pastor for about
20 years. In those two decades
our synod has grown a little, from
402,573 souls to 411,295 (about
two percent). But those general
numbers, showing stability and a
little growth, conceal what is really
going on in different regions of the
country. Growth in numbers has
been much stronger in the Sunbelt,
while many older congregations in
the Midwest have been declining.

WELS has never been an urban
church body. Our roots and emotional
center have always been country and
small-town churches. We are like
the people of Lake Wobegon, who,
Garrison Keillor says, “when con-
fronted with life’s big choices, went
unhesitatingly for the small potatoes.”
We chose to invest manpower in
Hadar, Neb., long before Omabha;
Colome, S.D., before Sioux Falls; Fort
Morgan, Colo., before Denver. We are
barely represented in America’s
10 largest cities. Efforts in New York
City have failed. Our lone church in
Chicago is a gift from the Missouri
Synod. We have one small church in
Los Angeles after 45 years of work
there. We have none in Boston,
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Washing-
ton D.C., Atlanta, or Pittsburgh.
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And it hasn’t only been difficult
to plant churches in major cities.
The past 20 years have been nothing
less than devastating for WELS
in the great cities where we are
already. Membership losses range
from 25 to 50 percent. Detroit’s
congregations went from 1,306
souls in 1977 to 663 today. Racine,
Wis., went from 1,909 to 1,375;
Kenosha, Wis., from 3,896 to 2,922.
Toledo declined from 1,213 to 570;
Chicago from 776 to 415;
Minneapolis from 1,887 to 1,025;
St. Paul from 3,720 to 2,535.
Milwaukee’s north side fell from
17,231 to 10,733 with two congre-
gations disbanding; the south side
churches went from 8,320 to 6,159.

The city of Milwaukee has lost at
least nine WELS congregations, and
more will follow. It is no comfort
that the Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod has lost seven, too, or that the
Milwaukee Archdiocese has lost 10
of 11 parochial schools and eight
parishes on the near north side alone.

The congregation I serve is locat-
ed in the middle of a major metro-
politan area, and so these are
life-and-death issues to my ministry.
But they are a concern to all of us in
WELS—how can we plant new
churches and celebrate their growth
at the same time that some older
ones are collapsing? Why are so
many city churches dying? Do we
know? Is it God’s will? Does it mat-
ter, as long as the suburban congre-
gations are doing all right?

Need for revitalization

Some in our synod believe it is
too late to revitalize urban churches.
They think we should write off the
central cities and use our scarce
mission dollars only for new starts
in more promising suburban loca-
tions. Some think we have been
monoculturally German for so long
that it is too late to change.

Study Paul's mission
strategy—where did he
spend his time on his
missionary journeys?

In the cities.

Wrong! It is never too late. The
gospel has been jumping across
cultures since Egyptians chose to
march out of Egypt with the
Israelites, since Philip baptized an
African, since a Jewish ex-fisher-
man came to see an [talian military
officer as his brother, since the
Greeks told the Russians about
Christ, Spanish Franciscans told
the Aztecs, the Jesuits told the
Japanese, and German Pietists
sailed for India. Cross-cultural
ministry is happening all over—
the Southern Baptists are working
in Los Angeles in 14 languages—
and it will continue until Jesus
comes back for his people.

It is my conviction that a church
body’s spiritual vigor is demon-
strated in its mission commitment
to share the gospel across cultures,




