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Still shopping around for a parenting
magazine that fits your family?
Lutheran Parent fits!

Unlike other parenting magazines,
Lutheran Parent's regular columns—Child
Development, Home & School, & A—
offer guidance and encouragement from

a Lutheran perspective. Feature articles
tackle difficult spiritual, social, and political
issues facing parents of toddlers to teens.

New Age—
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Inside every issue, Lutheran Parent’s
Wellspring devotions provide short topical
readings written for families with school-
age children.
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become a subscriber.

Lutheran Parent PREMIUM EDITION
including Lutheran Parent’s Wellspring
(24-page family devotional booklet)

A 1-year subscription (6 issues) for $19.99
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

God has come to help his people

Jesus went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said,
“Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began to talk,
and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were all filled with awe and
praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said.

“God has come to help his people.” Luke 7:14-16

€6 dead person was

being carried out.”
It happens every day, does-
n’t it? To old and young,
by disease or by accident,
for obvious and for hard-
to-understand reasons. Part
of growing up is accepting
that “in the midst of life
we are in death.”

Death conquers mankind

Many followed the funeral
procession for the young man at
Nain. He and his mother had been
well-respected members of their
community. Death, however, is not
impressed by anyone’s reputation.
Medical science extends life, but we
are still “like the new grass of the
morning—though in the morning it
springs up new, by evening it is dry
and withered” (Psalm 90:5).

Death may be inevitable, but it is
still crushing—doubly so in a case
like this. He was an only son, the
sole support of his widowed mother.
People must have asked, “Why does
God let things like this happen?”
“How can God be powerful and
good if he lets rascals and rogues
live on and takes this young man?”
Did his mother feel as though God
had turned his face away from her?
Several times the Old Testament
characterizes the death of an only
child as “bitter.”

Richard D. Balge

Death conquers man, it is
universal and inescapable. All the
more bitter that we ourselves are
responsible for it! It is not natural,
not something the Creator intended.
It happens because “sin entered the
world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death
came to all men, because all sinned”
(Romans 5:12). With the young man
of Nain, we too must return with
Adam to the dust.

Christ conquers death

The funeral procession on the
way to Nain’s burial ground met the
procession following Jesus. Jesus’
heart went out to the widow. “Don’t
cry,” he said. He didn’t say anything
about clouds and silver linings or
promise that someone would take
her son’s place or say that time
heals everything. He knew it was
impossible for her to stop crying.

But then he took away her reason
for crying. He said, “Young man,

I say to you, get up!” The
dead man sat bolt upright.
He spoke. He was restored
to his mother. In simple
words, Luke, a physician,
recorded this event as truth.
He knew, as we know, as the
people going to the cemetery
knew, that things like that
just don’t happen.

God, however, makes
things that can’t happen
happen. What happened at Nain
took place because he who said,
“Don’t cry,” and “Get up,” is the
eternal Word made flesh, the Son
of God, the Lord.

Those present did not doubt what
happened. “God has come to help
his people.” The raising of the young
man pointed forward to the resurrec-
tion of Christ himself and to the day
of the resurrection of all the dead.
Our lives need not be a melancholy
waiting for the inevitable. Through
faith in Christ, we can live and die in
the hope of that day when the King
of kings will say to us: “Get up.”
We may be slow to grasp it, we
sometimes forget to live it, but we
are doing more than whistling in
the graveyard when we confess:

“I believe in the resurrection of the
body and the life everlasting.”
Richard D. Balge is a professor at
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.

[ Death. It’s not exactly something we
want to talk about, but we can’t deny
its existence either. We must be ready
to face it confidently at any time.

% Are you ready to die? Pastor David
Zietlow, who is facing death, reminds
us that we all want to be in heaven, but
we don’t want to die. (p. 18)

< Humans are conquered by death. Yet
death is conquered by God. Through
Jesus’ death and resurrection, “God has
come to help his people.” (p. 3)

T 1t’s not the most celebrated church holi-
day, but Pentecost can’t be overlooked
because it marks the work of the Holy
Spirit. Read “A forgotten festival?”

(p. 31) and “The first, but not the last”
(p. 10) and remember God the Holy
Spirit’s importance.

(J Homosexuality is becoming an accept-
ed lifestyle in many Christian churches
today. But Tom Trapp explains why we
still believe it is sin. This is the first
article of a three-part series on homo-
sexuality. (p. 12)

J We start another series this month, on
another tough topic—addiction. Over the
next six months, various authors, in con-
nection with God’s Word, will address
addictions and addictive behavior. (p. 8)

0 The final article of our series on mar-
riage appears this month. We thank our
six authors. The entire series is on the
WELS Web site at <www.wels.net>.

—LRB
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MARRIAGE

Last of a six-part series

A model for marriage

A marriage based on the Bible will help couples fulfill their God-given

roles and experience true and complete oneness.

Wayne D. Mueller

he bride did everything wrong.

Again and again, she brought
grief to her husband. He was the
perfect spouse, but she willfully
offended him by her public
unfaithfulness.

The marriage came to the point
of breaking up. On several occa-
sions communication between the
two stopped completely. The hus-
band refused to talk to his bride for
long periods of time, hoping she
would again long for his voice and
his company. But each time
contact was reestablished only
to be quickly broken off again.

The husband longed for the
intimacy he had pledged to his
wife. He did not cause the rift,
but he knew that as the head of
the marriage he was responsible
for restoring the union.

Finally, he carried out his
ultimate plan of love. He
assumed the role of a servant and
entered his bride’s home in order
to restore the marriage. Because he
was dressed like a servant, his
bride didn’t recognize him. But he
humbly went about his work of
restoring the marriage. He did all
the things that his bride refused to
do. He exhibited perfect faithful-
ness in matters where she had been
unfaithful. And when she was tried
and found guilty of her many
crimes, he willingly substituted
himself to the executioner.

Acknowledging roles
This is the story of a real mar-
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riage—the marriage of Christ to his
bride, the church. This bridegroom-
bride picture appears over and over
on the pages of Scripture. It shows
us how we break our own relation-
ship with our Savior and how he
renews our trust in his faithfulness.
But beyond its application to all sin-
ners, Jesus’ servant role toward his
church is also the motive and model
for our roles as husband and wife.
The very idea of assuming a hum-
ble role rankles the secular mind. Yet

In spite of secular aversion
to servant roles, humble,
mutual service is more
important in marriage
than in any other
social relationship.

God’s greatest act of love asked
Jesus to do just that. We are amazed
to learn that Jesus did not take on
this role as an obligation or duty.
Rather, his love for his bride moved
him to accept his role willingly.
Jesus said, “T lay down my life for
the sheep. . . . No one takes it from
me, but I lay it down of my own
accord” (John 10:15, 18).

How and why Jesus brought us
back to God is key to all good
human relationships. There is no
unity in families unless children and
parents honor their distinct roles.
There will be no peace in the work-
place if the roles of employees and

supervisors are ignored. Society
devolves into anarchy when the line
between rulers and citizens is oblit-
erated. Even our antiauthoritarian
society seems to have some respect
for these role distinctions.

Ignoring roles

Society’s pagan logic becomes
strangely inconsistent, however,
when it labels marital roles politi-
cally incorrect. In their relentless
pursuit of money and professional

accomplishment, many hus-

bands and wives neglect each

other’s need for companionship.
More often than not, husbands
fail their role as spiritual leaders.

Young women refuse to submit

to their husbands. Divorce is
common. Children are offended.

Schools struggle. Crime rates

rise. Morality declines.

Marital unity is the corner-
stone of a stable society. In spite
of secular aversion to servant roles,
humble, mutual service is more
important in marriage than in any
other social relationship. Except for
our unity with God himself, mar-
riage’s one-flesh union is the closest
possible relationship between two
individuals. As Jesus reunited us
with God by humbly accepting a
servant’s role, marital unity is pro-
moted by our willing acceptance
of husband and wife roles.

Let’s admit that our sinful flesh
will naturally side with the sinful
world on this issue. That’s why God
in his Word so often appeals to our




