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It's difficult fO anyone
to get started with personal
devotions. When can I fit it
in? Where is the right
place? What can | use to get
started? What better place to start
than at the end? Travel Up to Jerusalem
with Jesus on his last journey—the trip to the
cross. These 55 short, inspirational devotions tie
together the four gospels in a pilgrimage to
reconsider what Jesus did for us. Up to Jerusalem
is for Ash Wednesday through Easter . . .

or any time—take the journey often!

Up to Jerusalem: Devotions for Lent and Easter
by John A. Braun

Papercover, 208 pages.
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Order today! Em@| www.wels.net/nph [E=]

Call 1'800'662‘6022, Milwaukee area (414) 475-6600 (8:00 A.M. to 4:30 pM. weekdays), or mail the convenient order form below. |

Pliase it iy GFder for Stock # Qty Book Title Price Total
Up to Jerusalem: Devotions for Lent and Easter. LUO6NO711 Up to Jerusalem: Devotions for Lent and Easter $9.99 $_
Name (please print) Shipping & Handling* $__
Address Subtotal §

City/State/Zip 5% Sales Tax—Wisconsin residents $_

Note: 5% on Subtotal required by Wisconsin law

D2 [PHGNE § ) 6% County Tax—Milwaukee County residents $

O Check or Money Order enclosed Total Amount
(make payable to Northwestern Publishing House) S—
*SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES

O NPH Charge Account (net 30 days) DDDDDD If OrdertSOti;lg 0 $!§ng " "
If NPH charge, fill in 6-digit NPH Acct. No. up to J ; ‘e reserve the
— $10.01 to § 25.00 $ 4.80 right to bill you d D Nor‘t;hvv_estem
O 0 0 D“c.\:ek $ 2501 10§ 5000 § 625 foractual “q_F' Publishing House
$ 50.01 to $100.00 § 7.90  shipping costs 1250 North 113th Street

Card No $100.01 to $150.00 § 9.40  when the charges Milwaukee, WI 53226-3284

' $150.01 to $200.00 $10.90  exceed the |
Exp. Date $200.01 and up §1250  schedule. ‘.

Merchandise Total $_ 1
i
|
|
|
|
|




THOUGHT FOR TODAY

No place like home

Like a bird that strays from its nest
Is a man who strays from his home. Proverbs 27:8

hen little birds stray from

the nest they are doomed
to prowling cats or playing
boys. Their nest is their home.
Even adult birds leave their
nests only to take care of neces-
sary things before they wing
back again. In their bird brains,
home is the most important
thing. They labor to make it.
They migrate long miles to it.

Homing pigeons always come

home. Unerringly. Wherever
someone throws them into the
air, they fly for home and either
get there or die trying. It sur-
prises us that they do this,
maybe because we haven’t rec-
ognized yet that there really is
no place like home, a consum-
ing belief of all homing pigeons.

Coming home

Our heavenly Father wants us to
come home to him. He has made a
place for us, a home for us. He has
made our hearts yearn to have this
home, weaving into the fabric of our
being the sentiment of the Psalmist,
“How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord Almighty! My soul yearns,
even faints, for the courts of the
Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God. Even the spar-
row has found a home, and the
swallow a nest for herself, where
she may have her young . . .”
(Psalm 84:1-3). Augustine said,
“Our hearts are restless until they
rest in God.”

The greatest curse of unbelief is

Eric S. Hartzell

to live life without the hope of ever
going home, to be one of the “forev-
er homeless,” to be cursed to eter-
nally push our cart of pathetic
possessions around heaven’s park-
ing lot. God’s final words, “Depart
from me” are words that close and
lock the door of his home. For the
uninterested and the unbelieving
there comes that awful day when it
is too late to ever go home.

Drifting away

Life goes astray when we lose
our orientation toward our home.
When we start thinking that our
homes in this world are home, we
lose our way. Our homes here
change. Home here goes away after
a while. We go back “home,” and
things aren’t the same anymore. It

leaves us empty and sad.

We are in danger when things
get too familiar and too com-
fortable. When this world’s
hearth looks good and inviting
and lasting we need to remem-
ber, “I’'m but a stranger here,
heaven is my home.”

When we despair of our work
and see just one long ceaseless
grind all the way to the horizon,
we think about home—heav-
en!—as the place of rest.

Peace and rest at length
have come,

All the day’s long toil is past,

And each heart is whispering,

“Home, Home at last. “

(Thomas Hood)

Can anyone truly rest who
can’t come dragging home when
the work is done and strength is
spent? We want to go home when
our work is done. Heaven is our
home. Heaven is our rest.

We have difficulty describing
what heaven is like. But you and I
already know. It’s home! God made
you with the feeling for it. Home is
not only where your heart is. It is
also where your head is. And your
hope.

Eric Hartzell is pastor at Cross and Crown,
Georgetown, Texas.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.

Lent prepares modern day
Christians for Easter. Passover
prepared Old Testament believers
for “Easter.” On page 6, learn
how the two are related, and how
Passover relates to you.

Also at Lent, our thoughts are
on forgiveness. But it isn’t only
about Jesus offering forgiveness
to us. It’s also about what we do
with that forgiveness. Read “The
forgiven forgive” on page 10.
With this issue we welcome
Armin Panning’s return as a
contributing editor. You’ll find
his first editorial comment on
page 31. Panning is a professor
at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary,
Mequon, where he has served
since 1974.

We start a three-part series this
month, written by missionary
Joel Spaude. You'll get glimpses
of his experiences in Malawi.
The first article is on page 12.

Have you used our interactive
Bible study yet? This new format
can be used for personal devotion.
Or consider using it with your
family, your church group, or
your friends. You can find this
month’s study on page 29.

Don’t forget to visit the WELS
website. You will find devotions,
prayers, services offered by areas
of ministry, and links to other
sites. As an added bonus, you
_can also find previous NL arti-
cles. Surf on over and see how
much there is for you at
<www.wels.net>.

—LRB
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Passover finally found its full meaning. The torn temple veil

proclaimed it.

John C. Lawrenz

Spring comes. Christians cele-
brate Easter. Hallelujah! Jesus
lives! And because he lives, we too
shall live.

Passover then

As the first full moon of spring
approached, God’s Old Testament
people began their preparation for
“Easter.” The fathers and their boys
were in the fields. The barley, which
had soaked up the winter rains nice-
ly, was ready for the sickle.
Vegetables were green. So were the
wheat fields. They would turn har-
vest white in 50 days.

The women were inside, giving
each house a thorough cleaning.
Brooms were applied to every cor-
ner. The Lord banished yeast for
seven days once a year. When the
cleaning was over, there would be
no loaves, no crusts. Not even a
crumb escaped the women’s zeal to
honor the commandment. But there
would be bread. The mothers had
saved just enough flour from last
year’s harvest to make the matzah
cakes. They were crackers really:
flat and tasteless, the food of slaves.

No Hebrew thought of slavery in
spring. Years earlier the LORD’S
strong arm had struck down the first-
born of the Egyptian slave masters in
spring. It happened with a full moon
overhead. Death swept thousands
away, but not a one in the hovels of
the Israelite slaves. Blood smeared
on the doorposts and lintels made
sure of that. God had promised.
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The first fruits of the harvest
were waved heavenward
with thanks and perfect joy.

Four nights remained. A proces-
sion of fathers walked single file to
the house of the Levite. Behind each
man a yearling lamb or kid trotted.
Some bleated as they awaited their
turn. One by one the Levite greeted
his visitors. He spoke of the harvest
as he ran his hands over the small
animals. He checked each head,
pinched the shanks, pressed the
belly, and stroked each coat against
the grain. None were rejected. The
fathers had chosen well.

Dusk was only hours away. It was
14 days since the ram’s horns had
announced the new moon. With great
difficulty the fathers pried the lambs
and kids from the children. The cho-
sen ones had shared the children’s
play since the visit to the Levite.

Silently, solemnly the deed was
done. A swift jerk of the knife sev-
ered an artery on the side of each
woolly neck. No bones were bro-
ken. Death followed the blood. The
boys helped the fathers skin, wash,
and skewer the carcasses on long
wooden poles, and place them over
beds of red hot coals.

Mother set a low table. Pillows
were set for each member of the fam-
ily and two extra for the widow and

her son next door. Father took his
place at the head. Before him were
the matzah crackers, a skin of wine,
the roasted lamb, and a plate of bitter
herbs from the garden. As darkness
fell, mother lit the lamp. Its light lit
up the scrubbed faces of the little
ones. Together they asked the ques-
tion asked every year, “Why does
this night differ from all other
nights?”

“Yes, father,” the eldest asked,
“why bitter herbs?”

“Because slavery is bitter, my
son, as it once was in Egypt and as
it still is when men fail to honor the
Almighty with their lives.”

“Why a roasted lamb?”” asked the
second, “Why served with blood-red
wine?”

“Because the Almighty broke
Egypt’s iron grip when he sent death
into the homes of our tormentors.
Yet a sacrifice saved us. A lamb’s
blood caused death to pass over the
dwelling places of our forefathers.”

“Why bread without yeast?”
asked the third.

“Bread for us is life. The
Almighty preserved the lives of
those who left Egypt when he gave
them manna. He gives us manna
free of yeast as he gives us lives
free from sin.”

On a typical Passover night,
many questions followed. The
fathers taught their children. Songs
were sung and psalms chanted. The
feast lasted until dawn, and nothing
remained to eat or say. For the next



