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May the Lord our God be with us
as he was with our fathers;

may he never leave

or forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57
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THE WORD FOR TODAY by Kurt F. Koeplin

More faith, please

The apostles said to the Lord, “In-
crease our faith” (Luke 17:5).

If an unbeliever came into posses-
sion of this magazine and read the
theme of this meditation, it would not
be surprising if his lip would curl and
a snort of derision would be heard in
the land. He might say, “Here the
world is near chaos and that preach-
er is spouting off about ‘faith.’ Instead
of dealing with some of the practical
realities of life, they fiddle with faith.
But then that’s the church for you.”

It is disturbing to hear otherwise
intelligent humans sputter and carry
on about faith — as though Chris-
tians had coined the word and con-
cept. It is also disturbing to equate
faith with some dreamy-eyed, vague,
impractical notion that has nothing
to do with everyday living. Both
judgments are dead wrong.

Faith is practical

First, ever since God placed peo-
ple on this earth to function together,
both the word “faith” and the con-
cept have been present.

Secondly, faith is as practical and
everyday as breathing. We see it and
use it all the time in the food we eat,
the clothes we wear, the work we
perform, and the manner in which we
travel.

So when Christians choose to re-
flect upon and speak about faith, we
are not picking out something which
is “ours” in that it describes some
shadowy, mysterious or nebulous
terminology that has no bearing on
the here and now. When we join the
apostles in saying to our Lord Jesus,
“More faith, please,” we are sincere
in our request and we are being hard-
headed realists.

There is absolutely nothing wrong
with asking for an increase of faith in
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
“Lord, give to all of us a greater meas-
ure of trust in you as our Redeemer;
a greater measure of belief in you as
our living Lord who is ‘by our side,
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upon the plain with your good gifts
and spirit.” ”

Help us to believe

“Lord Jesus, give us a greater
measure of taking you at your word.
When you promise us that if we seek
you first; if we put your kingdom
work first as a number one priority in
our lives — all these ‘things’ of our
lives which we need to survive and
function ‘will be added unto us.” Help
us to believe you.

“Lord Jesus, help us to live the
abundant life today. Don’t let us get
so tangled up and frazzled about to-
morrow, next week, next month,
thirty years from now when we retire
— that we are completely paralyzed
and cannot move with confidence
and joy right now.

“0O Jesus, when doubts hammer at
us, when we look within ourselves
and see our sin and Satan says, ‘How
can you ever think that God can put
up with you?’ — increase our faith so
that we look to you, your cross of
forgiveness and your blessed assur-
ance in your word that your precious
blood has cleansed us from all sin
and you have made us yours.”

Increase our faith. Does our Sav-
ior give us any practical directions
whereby we can acquire a faith that
“stands straight and walks tall?”

The work of the Holy Spirit

Well, yes. He tells us in his word
that “. . . faith comes from hearing
the message, and the message is
heard through the word of Christ”
(Romans 10:17). Faith comes by and
through the work of the Holy Spirit in
word and sacraments and faith in-
creases by the selfsame Spirit’s con-
tinued work.

“Working, everyday faith,” is an
ongoing process, and the strengthen-
ing of it is like the application of a
bonding epoxy, one thin layer at a
time. Each time we hear, each time
we read, each time we come into

contact with the Spirit through the
means of grace, another thin coat is
applied to the body of knowledge and
strength. We grow in grace and
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and in growth there is strength.

Is there a correlation between a
weak Christian’s problems and his
smallness of faith? Yes, he doesn’t
know how to cope with his difficulties
because heis at aloss how to tap into
the strength our God provides on a
daily basis.

When we pray for an increase of
faith, God answers by telling us to
build our faith through regular wor-
ship attendance, frequent participa-
tion in the sacrament and through
daily contact in his word.

Lean on the Father

As our faith builds we gradually
learn the lessons of a small child who
learns each day. The story is told of a
boy, his father, and learning how to
ride a bike. When the boy tried it
himself he fell. When he hung onto
his father, he lacked the strength to
keep him from falling again. But,
when the father hung on and ran
alongside, the boy did not fall and
gradually learned to ride.

“Teach us, Lord, to let you guide
us. Increase our faith, trust and con-
fidence. Teach us what it means that
when troubles come we hear your
voice loud and clear: ‘Do not fear, for
[ am with you; do not be dismayed,
for I am your God. I will strengthen
you and help you.’

“When sorrow strikes, let us hear
your voice as you remind us, that in
all things God works for the good of
those who love him and that our Sav-
ior truly has done everything well.

“Jesus, for today and tonight, give
us an increase of faith. Tomorrow
we’ll be back for more.” O

Pastor Koeplin serves at
Atonement, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Second-guessing God

In addition to the rights deemed inalienable by the constitution, there
is another right which has been assumed by rabid football fans: the right
to second-guess the quarterback. Who has not had to listen to the know-
it-all behind him announce what play the quarterback should have called?

There is another form of second-guessing which is not so harmless.
That is the practice of second-guessing God. It had its beginning in Eden.
God said, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the
garden . . . or you will die.” The man and the woman heard the serpent
scoff at this. They also observed that “the fruit of the tree was good for
food and pleasing to the eye and also desirable for gaining wisdom. So
(Eve) took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, and he
ate it.”

The results were disastrous, but the second-guessing goes on. There
are some chilling illustrations. For example, God prohibited sex outside of
marriage. The scoffing began. So did the second-guessing. We hear it
today: “Modern contraceptive technique has rendered restrictive law
obsolete. . . . It relieves tension. . . . It counteracts frustration,” etc.

Came the sex revolution. Came also the onslaught of a form of
venereal disease with no known cure.

About the same time came the plea for toleration of those who chose
an “alternate lifestyle,” who have “a different sexual orientation,” the
pressure for Gay Rights, a wholesale “coming out of the closet.” Close
behind came a frightening increase in the incidence of AIDS.

Modern attitudes and practices in the matter of divorce offer another
example of second-guessing God. In spite of God’s clear pronouncements B
in this matter, divorce is the chosen end to one-half of the marriages in L ,f,'?,-on,
America today. To make it easier to implement this humanly-conceived Phoenix, Arizona.
solution, all but one state have adopted no-fault divorce laws.

The results are shocking, according to a ten-year study by Stanford
sociologist Lenore Weitzman. Her study showed that in the first year
after divorce the living standards of women and children decreased 73
percent. She reported that 80 percent of those on the welfare rolls are
victims of divorce and separation. She further estimated that 60 percent
of America’s children will grow up in single-parent homes and that half of
those children will live below the poverty line.

So much for examples of second-guessing God and so much for its
results. Human experience corroborates a biblical truth which a self-
indulgent society refuses to face up to. Simply stated, “God cannot be
mocked.”

Immanuel G. Frey
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STUDlES |N 1 JOHN by Fredric E. Piepenbrink

Third of a series

The “new” commandment

Dr. I. Howard Marshall relates the incident of a con-
gregation commenting on its new pastor. “He is
always preaching on ethics,” was their complaint; mean-
ing, of course, that he was always telling them how to live
their Christian life, a touchy topic for some. But Dr.
Marshall makes the observation, “It is unlikely that they
would have fared any differently with John as their minis-
ter.”

In his first epistle, John preached Christian ethics. In
1 John 2:1 he summed up his motivation for writing the
letter with these words, “My dear children, [ write this to
you so that you will not sin.” In the opening verses 1:5 —
2:2) he told them, in no uncertain terms, that fellowship
with God consisted of walking in the light, avoiding sin,
and when they do sin confessing it before God. In the
verses that immediately follow (2:3 — 2:17) John is more
specific about what he means by “walking in the light.”

Know that we know

When ministers preach ethics today their hearers’
reaction is mixed. Some might think that such preaching
is done to shame them. Others might be a bit more
charitable and conclude that it is done to spur them on to
agreater Christian devotion, which undoubtedly is a goal
of every minister, including John. But John’s primary
purpose for preaching Christian ethics was entirely dif-
ferent. He did so to bring his readers to a sure knowledge
of their fellowship with God. When they compared their
life with what John had already taught them when they
first came to faith, their desired conclusion was, “We
know that we have come to know him if we obey his
commands” (2:3).

Our salvation depends on the promises and power of
God. It is based on objective truths concerning Jesus’ life
on earth and faith in such truths. But a life of faith shows
itself in a life of obedience. Our love for God must have an
outlet, and that outlet is to obey his word. “If anyone
obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in
him” (v. 5). It is exactly this criterion of obedience that
distinguishes those who are in fellowship with God from
those who are not, no matter what the latter might say to
the contrary.

And the model of obedience we follow is the life of
Jesus. “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus
did” (v. 6). When Jesus walked on this earth he left
footprints for us to follow. We don’t always fill them.
Sometimes we get off the track. But it is our goal, because
of our love for him, to follow them. And John says, “That
willingness, that desire which you can sense inside you
and which shows in your life, is how you know that your
faith is living and active and energetic and especially,
real.”
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Christian love

John elaborates on what it means to walk in Jesus’
footsteps. One incident in Jesus’ life that immediately
comes to John’s mind is the scene in the upper room with
his disciples just before his passion where he said, “A new
command [ give you: love one another. As I have loved
you , so you must love one another” (John 13:34). Obey-
ing his word can be summed up in this word: “Love.”

Now this is not something new. It was not new to
John’s readers because they had already heard it when
they first came to faith. And, in a sense, it was not even
new when Jesus spoke it in the upper room. After all, the
Old Testament law repeated it over and over again,
“Love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18).

But in another sense it was new. This old command
had been revitalized, given new life and greater impetus
by Jesus’ life. For Jesus made love come alive. Jesus
made love shine. He made it shine like light. In fact, John
uses this simile. Jesus’ life has revealed that love is like
light and hatred is like darkness. “Anyone who claims to
be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.
Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is
nothing in him to make him stumble” (vv. 9,10). Turn on
the light of love (John is thinking in particular love for our
fellow Christian), and then you will not stumble over sin.
Yes, Jesus’ life has inaugurated an era of light into the
world, which to this day continues to dispel the darkness
of sin, in particular, the sin of hatred.

Warning and encouragement

John concludes his statements on the “new” com-
mandment with two paragraphs of encouragement and
warning. Christians, this new commandment which Je-
sus gives us is no “pie in the sky” idealism. Remember,
there was one who kept this commandment perfectly for
us — Christ Jesus. So when we fail to measure up to his
love our sins are forgiven “on account of his name” (v.
12).

John preached Christian ethics. Its goal is assurance.
Its theme is love. Its by-product is encouragement. And
its conclusion: “The world and its desires pass away, but
the man who does the will of God lives forever” (v. 17). O

Next: “Antichrists”.

Pastor Piepenbrink serves
at Atonement, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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