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My column will be dedicated to a man of extraordinary
gifts and graces. At the end of this school year
Professor Carl J. Lawrenz retired from the faculty of
our seminary, a post he had held since the day of his
installation on October 19, 1944. For 20 of those years,
1959 to 1978, he was president of the seminary.

All Wisconsin Synod pastors under the age of 60,
more than a thousand of them, have studied under
Professor Lawrenz. That is not just a statistic, but a
personal experience. I was in the first class he taught
at the seminary.

History will note kindly the leadership role which
was thrust upon him as the Wisconsin Synod in the
50s and 60s took its stand on the old Lutheran
principle: there can be no fellowship or ecclesial
cooperation without prior agreement in doctrine and
practice. Disagreement over this principle led to our
break with the Missouri Synod in 1961.

Together with President Naumann, shoulder to
shoulder, he fought for the principle — firmly,
evangelically, and without the personal rancor which
so often intrudes upon religious controversy.

But I would like to note something other than that
unhappy event. It is the 20-year expansion of the
seminary over which Professor Lawrenz presided.

In 1958, the first year of his presidency, the
enrollment was 84 with a faculty of seven. This past
school year the enrollment was 237 with a faculty of
15. I suspect that it is upon this remarkable blessing of
God that Professor Lawrenz would prefer to reflect
than on the wrenching agony of a broken fellowship.

And the greater blessing is that during this period of
unprecedented growth nothing changed at the
seminary: the same commitment to the Holy
Scriptures as the verbally inspired, infallible, and
inerrant Word of God; the same commitment, without
reservation, to the Lutheran Confessions; the same
commitment to graduating parish pastors —
thoroughly schooled in the Hebrew and Greek
Scriptures — for the pulpits of the Wisconsin Synod
congregations.

Since the seminary is the knot at the end of the
church’s string, perhaps it is for this we should be
most grateful.

James P. Schaefer

May the Lord our God be with us
as he was with our fathers;

may he never leave

or forsake us. 1Kings 8:57
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A STUDY IN GOD’'S WORD by Armin J. Panning

Heirs of the prophets

Peter. .. said to them: “Men of
Israel, why does this (healing of
thelame man) surprise you? Why
do you stare at us as if by our
own power or godliness we had
made this man walk? The God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the
God of our fathers, has glorified
his servant Jesus. You handed
himoverto bekilled,...but God
raise him from the dead. ...

““Now, brothers, I know that
you acted in ignorance, as did
your leaders. But this is how
God fulfilled what he had fore-
told through all the prophets,
saying that his Christ would
suffer. Repent, then, and turn to
God, so that your sins may be
wiped out . . . . For Moses said,
‘The Lord your God will raise up
for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you
must listen to everything he tells
you. Anyone who does notlisten
to him will be completely cut off
from among his people.’

“Indeed, all the prophets from
Samuel on, as many as have
spoken, have foretold these
days. And you are heirs of the
prophets and of the covenant
God made with your fathers. He
said to Abraham, ‘Through your
offspring all peoples on earth
will be blessed.” When God raised
up his servant, he sent him first
to you to bless you by turning
each of you from your wicked
ways’’ (Acts 3:12-26).

In Christianity a sect? Are believ-
ers in Christ merely an offshoot
from Judaism? Not at all! In the
words on which today’s Study is
based Peter makes is very clear that
faith in Christ is the plan of salva-
tion that God had in mind from the
very beginning.

God glorifies his Son

As Peter and John one afternoon
were headed for the Temple, they
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met and miraculously healed a man
who had been lame from birth. To
the excited audience that assembled
Peter said: Don’t look at us, as if we
had done this. Rather “the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God
of your fathers, has glorified his ser-
vant Jesus.”

It helpstorealize that this descrip-
tivename of God is precisely thetitle
that God used for himself in speak-
ing to Moses at the burning bush.
There he said, “Say to the Israelites,
‘The Lord God of your fathers — the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac
and the God of Jacob — has sent me
to you.” This is my name forever, the
name by which I am to be remem-
bered from generation to generation”
(Exodus 3:15). It was this eternal
God who asked Moses to lead Israel
out of Egypt.

And why was God so interested in
Israel? Because from them his Son
was to be born as the Savior of the
world. And he said so very plainly.
He had Moses prophesy: “The Lord
your God will raise up for you a
prophet like me from among your
own people.” We rightly include this
prophecy in virtually every one of
our children’s Christmas services,
for that prophecy speaks of Christ.

A universal Savior

Noris faith in Christ simply a pre-
ferred option, taking its place among
other religions of this world. Moses
says: “Youmust listen to everything
he (Christ) tells you. Anyone who
does not listen to him will be com-
pletely cut off from among his peo-
ple.”

Is Christ the Savior of the Jews?
Indeed he is! Peter tells his Jewish
audience: “When God raised up his
servant, he sent him first to you to
bless you by turning each of you
from your wicked ways.”

Is he the Savior of the Jews only?
By no means! Already to Abraham
God made the promise: “Through

your offspring all peoples on earth
will be blessed.” As surely as you
live in the world, so surely Christ is
your Savior. “You are heirs of the
prophets,” Peter asserts, “and of the
covenant God made with your fa-
thers.” God had this in mind from
the very beginning. “Indeed, all the
prophets from Samuel on, as many
as have spoken, have foretold these
days.” By inspiration they spoke of
the Christian Church.

Fulfillment of prophecy

Christianity is not a sect, or sim-
ply an offshoot from Old Testament
religion. It is the fulfillment of the
old covenant. We are “heirs of the
prophets.” And there is a wealth of
assurance in the term heirs. It is not
something we are expected to earn or
acquire by our own merit. It has
rather been given to us as an inher-
itance, a gift of God’s grace, to be
received by faith in Christ Jesus.

Let us therefore not be apologetic
about Christ and Christianity.
“Salvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).0
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EDITORIALS

The vice-principal of the Nanjing seminary, China’s
only surviving Protestant seminary, has stated that he
believes that only 180 Protestant churches and about 80
Catholic churches are open in China today. The popula-
tion of China has been estimated at one billion. That
would allow one church for approximately every
3,850,000 persons. Translated into American terms, that
would allow one church for all of Minnesota, one for
nearly all of Wisconsin, less than three for Michigan,
and three for all of Illinois.

Or consider this statistic: it is reported that 130,000
Bibles per year are being printed in Chinese. Atthatrate
it would take 8,000 years to supply every individual in
China with a Bible.

These are mind-boggling figures. How does one bring
the gospel to a nation that is home to perhaps one out of
every five inhabitants of the globe? How many mission-
aries would it take to evangelize China? If China were
open to our WELS missionaries, how much would they
accomplish before Judgment Day?

Someone has stated that China may build a wall
around its land, but it cannot build a roof over it. Radio
can surmount any Chinese wall. Travelers carrying ra-
dios report having heard as many as six Christian
broadcasts as they moved about China. Christian
broadcasts arereaching listeners in that populous land.

We have assumed responsibilities for proclaiming the
gospel in Africa, in Central and South America, in the
West Indies, in Japan and Hong Kong and Taiwan and
in Indonesia and India. Is it time for us to consider
mounting a wireless campaign for the lost souls in un-
happy China? Like the Philadelphia church named in
the Book of Revelation, our Synod has “alittle strength”;
it has kept God’s word and has not denied his name.
Could the power of radio multiply that strength and
amplify that message where our missionaries cannot set
foot?

Carleton Toppe
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Itis arare person whois not moved tothank God when
the life of a loved one is spared or when similar good
things happen in his life. God gets the credit because he
is presumed to exercise supreme jurisdiction over the
universe which he created and over the lives of the
people whom he placed in it.

That raises a question in a world where unpleasant
things also happen, even things which are tragic from
the human point of view. The question s, if God gets the
credit, shouldn’t he also get the blame when things go
wrong?

That seems logical. God’s Word, however, tells us
otherwise. Human judgment can be faulty. What we
judge to be a tragedy can turn out to be a blessing. In
fact, in the case of God’s children it always does.
Scripture assures us, ‘“All things work together for good
to them that love God.” Mindful of this, the eighteenth-
century poet William Cowper wrote:

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;

Behind a frowning providence

He hides a smiling face.

It has been said that “beauty is in the eye of the
beholder.” So is the reaction of the individual to the
changing scenes of life.

Immanuel G. Frey

In alegal battle carried to the United States Supreme
Court the Unification Church of Sun Myung Moon re-
cently won their claim that Minnesota law infringed on
their liberties. The resultant publicity caused some mis-
understanding and consternation. People wonder why
the High Court rules in favor of this cult while seemingly
almost always ruling against fundamentalist forces in
religion.

In actual fact, the Court struck down a Minnesota law
that requires religious groups to disclose their funding
sources if they collect more than half their money by
public solicitation. It did not endorse airport harass-
ment. Itrejected a “50 percent rule” that makes for “offi-
cial denominational preference” by “including particu-
lar religious denominations and excluding others” in
the disclosure demand.

We are glad that Moon won this fight, not because we
are for the “Moonies” but because we are against any
kind of “official denominational preference” by any
kind of government in the United States. That’s what
the First Amendment guarantees. That’s what July 4 is
all about.

Edward C. Fredrich
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