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During the month of June all our districts, ten of
them, will be holding their biennial conventions. All
pastors, all male teachers, and one lay delegate from
each congregation of the district are required to
attend.

Since all major decisions affecting Synodical life are
made at the biennial Synodical conventions, much of
the work of the district conventions is in the form of
reviewing programs of the past year, commenting on
the progress or lack of progress in these programs, and
reacting to proposals to be reported to the Synodical
convention next year for action.

Some of those who are required to attend these “do-
nothing” conventions view their attendance as a dull
and wearying two or three days. (I will not tell you
how I know so well that some feel this way at one time
or another).

This feeling is due to the American commitment to
activism — “nothing is that doesn’t act.”
Contemplation, reflection, fellowship, the exchange of
ideas, all of these are anathema to the corporate
lifestyle. The visible results of any meeting —
according to corporate wisdom — should be
commensurate with the time, people, and money
involved. Using this measurement, district
conventions do not fare well.

There are a number of reasons, however, to view
these “do-nothing” conventions with high regard. One
is the election of the district presidents, every two
years. Essentially he will be responsible, under God,
for the spiritual vitality of his district for the next two
years. To believe this to be unimportant is to miss the
real world of the church.

Secondly, in a synod such as ours esprit is vital.
There is a chemistry at work in every community. It
must be constantly catalyzed. The district convention
— the gathering of the district — is just such a time.
No, you can’t measure it, but it is going on subtly but
perceptibly.

And thirdly, there is always some major issue which
has been referred by the Synod convention to the
district conventions for grassroots expression. This
time it is a new hymnal. No one should brush off the
importance of the districts’ reactions.

The hymnal touches the life of us all. It shapes our
worship. It embodies the confession of the Holy
Christian Church, the Body of Christ. It stirs our
heart. It is the pulse of our spiritual life.

District conventions — God bless them!
James P. Schaefer

May the Lord our God be with us
as he was with our fathers;

may he never leave

or forsake us. 1Kings 8:57
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EDITORIALS

Sparta Reincarnated

Plutarch, a Greek historian who lived about 100 A.D.,
relates in his Life of Lycurgus that every male child born
in a Spartan family was examined by the old men of the
state. Ifit was sick or deformed, it was hurled toits death
in a deep cavern in the mountains. To a young prep
school freshman reading this account more than halfa
century ago, this cruel practice ranged ancient Sparta
with barbaric tribes in the uncivilized back country of
the world.

The spirit of Sparta is being reincarnated in the Unit-
ed States of America, a nation that considersitself one of
the world’s most enlightened societies. In 1973 its
Supreme Court ruled that the lives of children in the
womb are not protectable and that the mother’s freedom
of choice overrules her unborn child’s right to live. That
fateful decision opened the door to discretionary killing,
not only of fetuses that are not considered “viable,” or
that are not deemed ‘“meaningful,” or even ‘“‘con-
venient.”

In 1973, less than ten years ago, not only Christians
but also many other Americans with moral principles
predicted that the day would soon come when discretion-
ary killing would be sanctioned forinfants as well. That
day came this spring, when the courts of Indiana ruled
deliberately that a child born with Down’s syndrome
need not receive medical attention to save its life by
correcting a defect in its digestive tract. Had the child
not had Down’s syndrome, the surgery would have been
performed. The parents, the hospital, and the courts
decided that the child should be starved to death. The
baby was killed because it was retarded.

That Indiana court decision is an ominous breach in
the levee that protects children whose lives are not
“meaningful” and who will not “enjoy a quality oflife of
any sort.” In Indiana there are parents and medical
personnel and legal authorities and media people who
have begun to reestablish Spartan morality of destroy-
ing infant life. One step remains: somewhere in the Unit-
ed States of America a court will sanction the killing of
the elderly whose lives are no longer “meaningful” and
who nolonger “enjoy a quality of life of any sort.” I don’t
remember reading that Sparta achieved that level of
“enlightenment.”

Carleton Toppe

Loan sharking

“Ask aman nowadays what he makes, and he doesn’t
say ‘Shoes’ or ‘Brake linings’ or ‘Chewing gum.” He
says, ‘Sixteen percent.” ” So wrote New York Times writ-
er Russell Bakerin arecent article on America’s current
obsession with interest rates. He fears that we are fast
becoming ‘“‘a nation of loan sharks.”

He may be exaggerating, but there is some truth in
what he says. In the present economic climate there are
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still the poor and the unemployed who have no money to
loan or to invest and who are forced to concentrate on
survival. But there remains a considerable segment of
the population, not necessarily classified as wealthy,
which is blessed with at least a modest accumulation of
funds which exceeds immediate personal needs. A large
portion of this segment tends to monitor interest rates,
as they affect its surplus funds, to the last decimal point.

Thereis something to be said for these people. Many of
them acquired what they have through hard work and
self-discipline, and unlike some of their less responsible
contemporaries, they were not prodigal with what came
into their hands.

At the same time, human nature being what it is, and
Satan never taking any time off, there is always Avarice
lurking in the background, eager to recruit new disci-
ples. He spots prospects among those who spend their
lives watching the interest rates.

The question comes up, “Who’s minding the store?”
There are still other important matters in this world
besides keeping track of the interest rates, and there are
legitimate concerns in this life, especially for Chris-
tians, which have nothing to do with money.

“Loan sharking” in its various forms — as described
by Baker — does not really befit the disciples of Jesus
Christ, and it can swiftly and silently extinguish the
light of faith which directs our thoughts to higher
things.

Immanuel G. Frey

Savior and saints above

These days the Ascension look focuses our eyes pri-
marily on the regnant Savior and then also in passing
on the saints in the heavenly Jerusalem. One of these
saints, Francis of Assisi, is frequently mentioned in this
year that markes his eight-hundredth birthday. What
about saints?

For one thing, anyone whose birthday goes that far
back does not necessarily belong to any single church
grouping. Back in 1182 there were not yet all that many
denominations. For another, Francis fathered a monas-
tic order and monastic orders do not rate high on the
scale of evangelical Christians.

What should we think about Francis and other saints
above, assuming a faith in Christ that brought them to
the Jerusalem above? More importantly, what should
we believe about our ascended Savior? Our Lutheran
creeds, specifically Article XXI of the Augsburg Confes-
sion, provide the answer.

“The memory of saints may be set before us, that we
may follow their faith and good works according to our
calling ... But the Scripture teaches not the invocation
of saints, or to ask help of saints, since it sets before us
the one Christ as the Mediator, Propitiation, High Pri-
est, and Intercessor. Heis to be prayed to, and has prom-
ised that he will hear our prayer; and this worship he
approves above all, to wit, that in all afflictions he be
called upon, 1 John 2,1: If any man sin we have an

" Advocate with the Father, etc.”

Edward C. Fredrich
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A STUDY IN GOD'S WORD by Armin J. Panning

Pentecost . . .
and sharing the gospel

When the day of Pentecost
came, (the disciples) were all to-
gether in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a vio-
lent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where
they were sitting. They saw
what seemed to be tongues of
fire that separated and came to
rest on each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled
them....

Amazed and perplexed, (the
people) asked one another,
“What does this mean?” Some,
however, made fun of them and
said, “They have had too much
wine.”

Then Peter stood up with the
Eleven, raised his voice and ad-
dressed the crowd: ‘“‘Fellow
Jews and all of you who are in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to
you; listen carefully to what I
say. These men are notdrunk, as
you suppose. It’s only nine in the
morning! No, this is what was
spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In
the last days, God says, I will
pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will
prophesy.... Andeveryone who
calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.” ”’ (Acts 2:1-21).

We are accustomed to speaking of
Pentecost as the birthday of the New
Testament Church. It is entirely fit-
ting that we do so. What happened
at that Pentecost in Jerusalem fifty
days after Christ’s death and resur-
rection is certainly the start of a new
era. Those 3,000 converts of Peter’s
powerful sermon were the nucleus of
the New Testament Church.
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Only one plan of salvation

But let us not, however, think that
Pentecost ushered in a new plan of
salvation. Old Testament believers
also were saved by faith in the Lord’s
Christ. The difference is merely one
of direction or orientation. They
looked forward to the coming Sav-
ior, just as the New Testament
Church looks back to the Savior who
has now come.

Despite the essential similarities,
there are also some features of the
New Testament Church which are
notably different from the Old. But
even these differences were known
to the readers of the Old Testament,
for they were revealed by prophecy.

For example, when Peter got up to
speak on Pentecost, it was evident to
allthat he was not a priest or a mem-
ber of the Levitical family. In short,
he was not part of the Old Testament
religious “establishment.” and yet,
there was no doubt as to the authori-
ty by which he spoke to them. The
dramatic and visible outpouring of
the Holy Spirit made it clear that he
was serving as God’s mouthpiece.

Universal priesthood of
all believers

But the amazing thing that Peter
calls attention to is that it is not he
alone who will be speaking the mes-
sage of salvation to the New Testa-
ment Church. It is rather to be the
privilege, the joyful duty, of every
New Testament believer to share his
or her faith. And for proof he turns to
the Old Testament Scripture. He
tells them, “Thisis what was spoken
by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last
days,” God says, ‘I will pour out my
Spirit on all people.” ” There will be
in the New Testament a universal
priesthood of all believers, for he con-
tinues, “Your sons and your daugh-

ters will prophesy, your young men
will see visions, your old men will
dream dreams. Even on my serv-
ants, both men and women, I will
pour out my Spiritin those days, and
they will prophesy.”

To prophesy does not mean merely
to predict or to foretell the future. Its
basic meaning in Scripture is rather
to set forth God’s will, to declare his
message. And that is why there can
be a universal priesthood of believ-
ers — because the power lies not in
the speaker, but in the Word spoken,
as Joel also knew and declared,
“Everyone who calls on the name
(Word) of the Lord will be saved.”

Share the gospel

Pentecostis not just a church festi-
val instituted “back then” and now
repeated annually by tradition. Pen-
tecost is a call to share our faith, a
commission to evangelize. Wherever
the Lord has put us, whether it be as
a mother in the home, a worker in
the shop or office, a student on cam-
pus — wherever we come upon
hearts troubled by sin and asking
the Pentecost question, “What shall
we do?”’ there let us repeat Peter’s
gracious invitation: “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ, so that your
sins may be forgiven. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 2:38).

Joel has prophesied that in these
“last days” we will be sharing that
saving message. Let’s not prove him
false. O

Armin J. Panning

is Professor of

New Testament at
Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary
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