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Thankful for Both — Thankfulness,
if if it is the real thing, will not be re-
stricted to one day, say November 25.
Nor will it be restricted to the material
gifts God has bestowed upon us. In
either case, God would have the right
to feel shortchanged, for he is with us
every day and has given us so much
more than just material gifts.

The greatest gifts God has given us
are his incarnate Word and his in-
spired Word. Theincarnate Word is the
Word made flesh. Thatincarnate Word
is a person. The Apostle John speaks
of him in the first chapter of his Gos-
pel, where he says, “The Word became
flesh and lived for a while among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.” His
name is Jesus Christ. Through his
holy life, his suffering and death, and
his resurrection the incarnate Word re-
deemed us from sin and hell. Through
faith in him, all that he did for us is
ours eternally. Surely, if there is any-
thing we ought to be thankful for it is
Jesus Christ, the Father’s gift to you
and me and to all. Not to think of him
on Thanksgiving Day would mean to
ignore the supreme reason we have for
being thankful to our God.

But there is also another gift of God
for which we owe a word of thanksgiv-
ing. This gift, a gift of God the Holy
Spirit, is the inspired Word. It is the
Bible, the Holy Scriptures. The fact
that we are saved through faith in
Christ, the incarnate Word, does not
make the inspired Word of lesser value
or importance. The fact is, we would
not know Jesus Christ, the incarnate
Word, if it were not for the inspired
Word. All those who were present
when Christ “lived for a while among
us” are dead and gone. Their voices are
stilled. If it were not for the written
Word, which the Holy Spirit inspired
them to put down black on white, their
witness — God’s message — would be
lost and forgotten. So, at the same time
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that we thank our heavenly Father for
his only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
we need to thank the Holy Spirit for the
inspired Word.

True thankfulness also includes ac-
cepting and acknowledging what the
Holy Spirit says about that inspired
Word in that Word itself.

Unfortunately there are many Lu-
therans that do not consider that of
any great importance. They teach that
the Scripture is riddled with error and
that it does not really reflect the think-
ing of God so much as the attitude of
the times in which it was written by
the “holy men of God.”

Well, is that really so very impor-
tant? After all, we are saved by faith in
Christ! True, but the Christ who saved
usis the Christ of the Scripture. Experi-
ence shows that those who reject the
inerrancy of the Scripture soon teach a
Christ who is not virgin-born and who
has not physically risen from the dead.
But Paul once put it this way, and we
agree with him: “If Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is useless and so
is your faith. . . . you are still in your
sins” (1 Corinthians 15:14,17). It is
therefore not at allimmaterial whether
we accept the Scripture at face value or
not. Besides, in the same chapter Paul
draws the two so close together that we
dare not separate them. He says,
“Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures. . . . he was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures”
(verses 3 and 4).

On this Thanksgiving Day — as al-
ways — may we Lutheran Christians
always be thankful for both — both the
incarnate Word and the inspired Word!
The two go together. We cannot dis-
card the one without eventually los-
ing the other. All the more reason why
we who are members of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod have spe-
cial reason to thank God for keeping us
faithful to his written Word. In it he
displays before our hearts and eyes his
Son who saved us.

The Lord our God be with us,
as he was with our fathers:
let him not leave us,

nor forsake us. I Kings 8:57
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F.ditorials

Late last month occurred the found-
ing of the Historical Institute of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod. The infant organization merits the support of us
all.

That interest in history is not everybody’s cup of tea is
something every teacher of history must sadly admit.
There are always those who emphasize the “here and
now’”’ and find the look back boring and irrelevant.

Is it actually that? If “roots” in matters of family and
nation and race can kindle real interest, how much more
ought they be a concern in the realm of the church!

There is no escape from history in our religion. Mere
knowledge of history does not save, but howis there salva-
tion unless the Spirit enables us to know in faith salvation
history? The Bible is full of history.

Obviously, the history of our church body does not rest
on such a plane. It does, however, provide us with a very
personal record of a long century of God’s grace that only
an ingrate would ignore. It points to past examples of
faithfulness in doctrine and life we do well to emulate. It
sounds warnings we dare not ignore.

Efforts to promote the preservation and employment of
such history are commendable. These are efforts in which
our Synod’s Historical Institute will be engaged. Why not
be involved, not only vicariously, but very directly!
Edward C. Fredrich

Birthday With
A Past

The Double Thanks We Owe On Thanksgiving
Day we celebrate
what someone has called “our national creation and
preservation.”

Many Americans give thanks for our ‘“national crea-
tion,” for what God has given usin this land of ours with
its incomparable wealth and beauty: its fruitful fields
and spreading forests, its productive mines and abun-
dant waters. The bounty of America overflows our barns
and bins, fills our warehouses and congests our high-
ways; it is piled high on counters and shelves, and
crowds the racks in countless shops and marts across
thelength and breadth of ourland. Itis aland where the
poor too will give thanks because they know the good-
ness of God to them, “When thou hast eaten and art full,
then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land
which he hath given thee.”

We owe thanks also for our “national preservation.”
Americans still enjoy the bounty of their land, but they
are no longer assured as they once were that it will
remain their birthright. There is a growing uneasiness
about the preservation of our national blessings. We see
our resources mismanaged, our means squandered, our
national security bartered away to our enemies for cor-
poration profits. We have enemies that are growing in
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their capacity to destroy our wealth and power and liber-
ty. Will God preserve our blessings for us, for our chil-
dren, for our grandchildren?

We reflect on our national guilt that calls for judg-
ment: education that sets our children against God, poli-
cies that penalize honest toil, judges who donotlevy the
due consequences for crime, high-court judgments that
snuff out infant life, laws that in effect equate perver-
sion with decency, sin with uprightness, obscenity with
fair speech. Why should a righteous God preserve our
heritage?

When we thank God on Thanksgiving Day for creat-
ing the blessings that he has poured out on us in Ameri-
ca, let us also thank him for preserving them when
clouds are lowering. Let that thanksgiving for the
preservation of our blessings be a prayer for an ever-
thankful heart, and a pledge to grateful and God-pleas-
ing use of those blessings. That double thanks we owe!

Carleton Toppe

One Dollar in Eight At a time when many church-
es are experiencing deficits in
their operating budgets and are restricting or even cur-
tailing their mission efforts, Americans are spending a
staggering amount of money trying to have fun. One
dollar in eight is spent by the American people on lei-
sure, according to a recent article in a national news
magazine.

For many, leisure-time activity has become almost an
obsession, more important even than work. At a time of
high inflation and a depressed economy, which forces
people to skimp in selected areas, people in general are
reluctant to skimp on pleasure seeking.

Spending on sports, travel and sophisticated home
entertainment devicesis at a high level. The advertising
industry’sinsistence that “you oweit to yourself” seems
to have left its mark as gospel truth. Being entertained,
having fun, has gone from a luxury to a necessity in the
minds of many.

Times may be tough for some. Inflation may be in-
creasing at a higher rate than personal income. Some-
thing has to give. But what?

It’s amatter of priority. It’s a question of what is most
important to you. In our thinking, eternal life far out-
weighs the temporal in importance. We call it the One
Thing Needful. Reacting to worldwide spiritual dark-
ness with a nickle for the Lord and a tear for the heathen
is not a fitting expression of Christian concern.

When decisions must be made about spending, a sober
set of priorities that is in keeping with our confession is
invaluable — especially in a day when one dollar in
eight is committed to leisure.

Immanuel Frey
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Studies in
rod’s Word

Elijah — a Prophet
Powered by God

Now Elijah the Tishbite, from
Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab,
“As the Lord, the God of Israel,
lives, whom I serve. . .” (1 Kings
17:1).

Remember Elijah, the prophet of
God? Remember how fearlessly he
faced wicked King Ahab and foretold
the lengthy drought to come? How fer-
vently he wrestled in prayer and re-
stored the widow’s son to life? How
firmly he faced 450 priests of Baal and
wonin the “fire-from-heaven” contest?

The New Testament remembers him,
too. Great John the Baptistis described
as doing his work “in the spirit and
power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17). The only
other Old Testament hero to stand
with Moses on the Mount of Transfig-
uration and speak with Jesus about
his coming death in Jerusalem was
Elijah (Luke 9:31).

Yet Scripture reminds us that Elijah
“was a man just like us” (James 5:17).
Subject to our weaknesses and suscep-
tible to our sins, this prophet dared and
did great things for God because he
was a Prophet Powered by God.

His Times
To understand Elijah we need to
look at his times. Like gangrene, reli-
gious, moral and social decay were eat-
ing their way through Israel. After Sol-
omon’s death, the glorious kingdom
had been split into the northern king-
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dom of Israel, composed of ten tribes
with the capital at Samaria, and the
southern kingdom, composed of two
tribes with the capital at Jerusalem.
During the 50 some years which then
followed, no less than six kings had
ruled over the kingdom of Israel and
all of them were wicked men. Then

‘came Ahab of 874 B.C. Of him it is said

that he “did evil in the sight of the Lord
above all that were before him” and
that he “did more to provoke the Lord
God of Israel to anger than all the
kings of Israel that were before him” (1
Kings 16:30,33). During his reign and
under influence from wicked queen Jez-
ebel, a temple to the heathen god Baal
was erected in the capital city of Samar-
ia, prophets of the Lord were killed or
forced into hiding, and sexually sug-
gestive shrines were built on the hills
of Israel for Baal and the feminine
goddess Astarte. Flagrantly Israel
turned from the Lord and set up that
which opposed him. Openly it was de-
clared that the Lord God of Israel was
dead and Baal alive and in control.

His Tasks

Onto such a dismal stage stepped a
bold witness to the living God. Little
more than his nameis told us. Quickly
we leaf back in the chapters, but find
nothing more. We hear neither of his
parents nor his occupation. We can’t
even pinpoint his hometown of Tishbe

in Gilead, on the eastern side of the
Jordan River. But we do know his
name. It was Elijah — “my God is the
Lord.” Like some bumpersticker or
poster, that name declared his mes-
sage and his mission. To all who would
listen, this stern figure clothed in cam-
el’s hair and a leather belt (2 Kings
1:7,8) declared that “the Lord, the God
of Israel lives.” His basic message to
Israel was that the Lord is God, not
Baal. His basic mission was to point
people back to the living God.

How we need Elijah’s message to-
day! When we sin, we need his warn-
ing that the living God does not sleepi-
ly ignore or indulgently overlook our
sin. Sin, when left unrepented, must
face his judgment. When we have
trouble, we need Elijah’s comfort that
the living God who kept the widow’s
barrel of flour and cruse of oil from
going empty will care and provide for
us (1 Kings 17:16). When we pray, we
need Elijah’s encouragement that
prayer to the living God works, even to
the point of shutting and opening the
rain doors of heaven (James 5:17,18).
When we face death, we need Elijah’s
guarantee from the Mount of Trans-
figuration that we shall not blow away
with the dust of earth, but stand for-
ever at the side of a glorious, living God
in heaven.

His Trust

We know how often we fail and in
far less demanding circumstances, so
we can’t help asking, “How could Eli-
jah do it?” If the secret to his success
was some special quality, some pecu-
liar power, found in him, then we
might as well end our study before we
begin. For what good would his quali-
ties and strength do us? But if his
source of strength was something we,
too, can have, something we, too, can
reach, then we had better read on and
find out whatit is. Already in the verse
before us, we have the answer. By the
grace of God, Elijah knew and be-
lieved, trusted and served the living
God of Israel. With the living God’s
power he went about his mission in
sin-darkened Israel.

Remember Elijah? We had better!
From him we learn not what a great
man can do for God, but what the liv-
ing God can do with his great power
through ordinary men.

Richard E. Lauersdorf
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