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Briefs by the Fditor

December brought along the de-
mise of a periodical that in its day
was a real power for good in the Lu-
theran Church, not only in the Unit-
ed States but throughout the world.
Published from 1844 to 1974 — alto-
gether a hundred and thirty years —
Der Lutheraner, official organ of The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
fearlessly took up the cudgel for Bib-
lical doctrine and Biblical practice.
In the early years of our Synod’s his-
tory, it attacked the position of our
Wisconsin  Synod unmercifully. It
was right in much that it said, and
thus God used it to prod our Synod
to adopt a truly Lutheran confession-
al stance. This later led to the forma-
tion of the Lutheran Synodical Con-
ference.

With the passing of German as the
main language in the Lutheran
Church of this country, a result of the
passing of years and the attitudes fos-
tered by two World Wars, almost all
German religious periodicals in this
country ceased publication. Our own
Gemeinde-Blatt printed its last issue
in 1969. Now Der Lutheraner.

During its last years it was no long-
er so much a voice in the church as a
source of information and devotional
reading for such who still depended
on, or preferred, the German.

The Lutheran Witness of December
15, 1974, reports: “A steadily drop-
ping circulation (below 2,600 at last
count) plus rising production costs
led to a decision by the Editorial
Commission for Official Periodicals
to phase out the magazine with the
last issue of 1974. In recent years the
paper had been reduced from a bi-
weekly to a monthly, and since 1972
to a bimonthly.”

Thus was officially buried a maga-
zine which in its last issue said of it-
self: “From the very beginning, it was
the assignment of Der Lutheraner to
set forth God’s Word and the Luther-
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an Confessions in clear and unmis-
takable language. Wherever and
whenever false doctrine raised its
head, Der Lutheraner stepped in
with enlightening and informative ar-
ticles, always based on Scripture and
the Confessions.” God grant that we
may see the rebirth of such a voice in
official Missouri!

Though we are just about to enter
the Lenten Season, it is not too early
to begin planning for this year’s cele-
bration of Pentecost. On May 18 our
congregations will not only celebrate
those great events of the first Pente-
cost, but also celebrate 125 years of
God’s Grace in our own midst. On
the first Pentecost the Apostles spoke
of their Lord Jesus Christ to people
whose languages were as varied as
their national origins. God’s Grace in
Jesus Christ is thus meant for all
peoples. Those to whom He has en-
trusted it have an obligation to share
it with others.

Building dormitories may at first
glance not seem a way of sharing,
and yet it is. From them eventually
issues a stream of pastors, teachers,
and missionaries who will carry the
Gospel of the Grace of God into new
towns and cities, new states and na-
tions, new tongues and races. There
is reason to rejoice as we read of the
response of our congregations in Pas-
tor Schaefer’s article, “Another Cele-
bration of Grace.”

Other articles in this issue pinpoint
the Gospel’s activity in the state of
Nevada and in the 10 area Lutheran
high schools supported by congrega-
tions of our Synod. Of a doctrinal na-
ture are the articles on Bible Inter-
pretation and the Holy Year. And
very practical for any pastor or lay
person who has been touched by a
feeling of depression is the article un-
der “A Parish Pastor’s Perspective.”
God’s Grace can rescue us from un-
der any juniper tree.

The Lord our God be with us,
as he was with our fathers:
let him not leave us,

nor forsake us. I Kings 8:57
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Fditorials

Who’s To Blame? In the wake of World War I, in
which chemical warfare was
waged with horrifying results, a cynical writer composed
the following ditty: “After 2,000 years of mass /| We've

come as far as poison gas.”

This bit of verse appears as a bitter swipe at the effects
of Christianity in general. Regardless of whether it was so
intended, it does illustrate a negative attitude toward
Christianity which permeates the thinking of a significant
number of people in the present generation. The judg-
ment implied is that Christianity has failed — or worse,
that Christianity is to blame. Current popular literature
consistently goes out of its way to heap contempt upon
those who embrace the historic Christian faith and to at-
tribute to Christian faith and teachings much of what is
wrong with the world today.

The next logical step for Christianity’s detractors to
take is the one invoked against inept and corrupt politi-
cians: “Throw the rascals out.” Build a society which
eliminates Christianity by force or which undermines it
by instituting a subtle counter-culture. This can happen
and is happening to a degree at this late date in history.

One is reminded here of the indignation of the wicked
King Ahab toward God’s Prophet Elijah, who had in-
formed Ahab that a protracted drought would fall upon
Israel as the result of Israel’s unfaithfulness. When Eli-
jah appeared before Ahab again at the end of the drought
period, Ahab demanded, “Art thou he that troubleth Is-
rael?’ Elijah promptly set the record straight when he
countered, “I have not troubled Israel, but thou and thy
father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the Command-
ments of the Lord.”

After 2,000 years of Gospel preaching, modern-day
Ahabs are at it again, fixing the blame for the sorry state
of the world. The object of their indignation remains the
same. But as in days of old, modern Elijahs can still tell
them where to look, even if they won’t listen.

Immanuel Frey

One who prefers the lie
may be unable to believe
the truth; God’s judg-
ment will bind him to the lie. This judgment of God has
gone into effect in the case of the Papacy. The Apostle
Paul makes this point when he warns the Thessalonians
regarding the Antichrist: “Because they [the followers of
the Antichrist] received not the love of the truth . .. for
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie.” The usurpations and claims of the
Antichrist and his unscriptural teachings are freely ac-

Condemned To Believe
The Lie?
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cepted by hundreds of millions — despite the clear teach-
ings of Scripture, despite history, despite logic, despite the
evidence that traditions are contradictory. Because they
willingly accept falsehood, God’s judgment condemns
them to a strong belief in the lie.

Is the same price being paid even by Lutherans who
prefer lies to truth? There are Lutherans who believe in
evolution rather than in creation. They prefer to believe
that Adam and Eve were legends rather than real people,
that the universal Flood was a myth rather than an his-
torical event. They choose to accept the doubts of the
scholars rather than the proclamations of God’s inspired
writers concerning the Virgin Birth of Christ and con-
cerning His miracles. Given the choice between the view
that the Bible is a human, historical book with errors,
and the view that it is an inerrant God-given book, they
reject the errorless Bible.

When such Lutherans persistently and even vehemently
reject testimony from Scripture and history and sound
reason, we may ask whether God’s judgment is not being
executed. If, despite sound instruction, despite vows, de-
spite their being confronted repeatedly by the unchanging
testimony of sacred Scripture, Lutherans hold to human
notions and errors and stonewall their attitudes, shall
they escape the justice of God that condemns those who
love not the truth and that sends them “strong delusion
that they should believe a lie”?

Carleton Toppe

Double Cure In the year our nation was born, an
Englishman by the name of Augustus
Toplady published a Gospel hymn that has worn well. Its
name is Rock of Ages. Though the hymn has worn well,
too many who have sung it have ignored one of its most
striking expressions and have failed to translate it into
daily Christian living.

Looking up to Christ as the Rock of Ages, Toplady
pleaded, “Let the water and the blood / From Thy riven
side which flowed / Be of sin the double cure, | Cleanse
me from its guilt and power.”

We are very willing to look up to Jesus Christ as God’s
answer to our guilt. However, if we see in Jesus no more
than that, then we are guilty of what has been called
“cheap grace.”

God’s Grace in Christ was not cheap. It cost God the
death of His Son. It caused God’s Son to hang on the ac-
cursed tree and to bear the terrifying load of the world’s
sin. That was the price paid to make us who are guilty,
guiltless in the sight of the holy God.

But Toplady grasped the sense of Holy Scripture when
he spoke of a double cure. “Cleanse me from its power,”
he prayed. Sin is powerful, but the Gospel is more power-
ful. It saves us not only from the damning guilt of our
sins, but gives us strength for Jesus’ sake to say “No” to
sin, to lead a holy life as a grateful and believing response
to a Grace that knew no bounds.

As we approach the Lenten Season, may the story of
Christ’s suffering become in us also a power to godly liv-
ing. Then ours has been a double cure.
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Studies in
God’s Word

Our Epiphany Lord,
An Incomparable Savior

(Christ) is the image of the invisi-
ble God, the firstborn of every
creature: for by Him were all
things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and
invisible. . . All things were
created by Him and for Him: and
He is before all things, and by
Him all things consist. And He is
the head of the body, the Church .
.. for it pleased the Father that in
Him should all fullness dwell and,
having made peace through the
blood of His cross, by Him to rec-
oncile all things unto Himself
(Colossians 1:15-20).

Time and again Scripture gives us
to understand that if we would know
God and our heavenly Father aright,
then we must learn to see Him and to
know Him through Christ Jesus, our
Epiphany Lord. The writer to the He-
brews declares that, although God
has spoken at different times and in
various ways in the past, yet in these
last days He has “spoken unto us by
His Son” (Heb. 1:2). In his Gospel
the Evangelist John says much the
same thing: “No man hath seen God
at any time; the only-begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father,
He hath declared Him” (John 1:18).
And in his letter to the Colossians
the Apostle Paul also follows that
line of thought when he writes:
“(Christ) is the image of the invisible
God.” God is a spirit and hence in-
visible to our human eyes, but the
only-begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, He came down
to earth and took on human flesh
and blood. That is the message of
Christmas. Thus the true and invisi-
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ble God became visible and audible
to sinful men. And what men now
saw at the appearing of this “image
of the invisible God” and what they
heard from His lips, that is the mes-
sage of the Epiphany season.
Epiphany shows us a grand and ma-
jestic Lord and Savior, if we will but
look and listen.
Creator of All

Speaking by inspiration, St. Paul
calls our Epiphany Lord “the first-
born of every creature.” But lest we
misunderstand, as though he were
saying that Christ was created, that
He Himself is a creature, St. Paul
hurries on to tell us that Christ is in
fact the Creator, for “by Him were all
things created, that are in heaven
and that are in earth, visible and in-
visible. . . . All things were created by
Him and for Him.” If anyone doubts
His creative ability, let him look to
the water turned into wine at Cana,
or let him remember the five loaves
and the two small fish that He
multiplied so greatly that they fed
the 5,000. Our Epiphany Lord, “the
image of the invisible God,” can be
none other than the true and eternal
God, the Lord and Creator of the uni-
verse and everything in it

Preserver of All

But more than that. Christ not
only created all things; He still sus-
tains them. St. Paul continues: “He is
before all things, and by Him all
things consist” Perhaps the term
“consists” could be clarified a bit if it
were translated “. . . and in Him all
things hold together.” If it were not
for Christ's controlling power, the
world and everything in it would fly

apart and be thrown into instant
chaos and confusion. The amazing
accuracy of sun and stars, the de-
pendability of the seasons, the con-
tinuing miracle of growth and repro-
duction, the marvel of the human
body, all of these testify to the sur-
passing power and glory of Christ,
our Epiphany Lord.

Head of the Church

We would do well to retain for a
moment the picture of that mar-
velous cooperation within the body,
for St. Paul uses it to illustrate yet
another aspect of our Lord’s glory
when he says, “And He (Christ) is the
head of the body, the Church.” As the
head directs all the functions of the
human body, guiding its thoughts,
controlling its muscles, directing the
various members, so our Epiphany
Lord is the Head of that vast throng
which He has called to be His spir-
itual body, the Church. And because
“it pleased the Father that in Him
should all fullness dwell,” Christ is
able perfectly and without hindrance
from anyone to direct all things for
the benefit of His own.

But now, wonder of wonders, this
almighty -Epiphany Lord, the image
of the invisible God, the Creator of
the universe, the Sustainer of all, an-
nounces: ‘“‘Behold, we go up to Jeru-
salem; and the Son of man shall be
delivered unto the chief priests, and
they shall condemn Him to death,
and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles
and they shall mock Him, . . . scourge
Him, . .. spit upon Him, . . . kill Him”
(Mark 10:33). Why? Why? We ask.
Because it pleased the Father “by
Him to reconcile all things unto Him-
self, having made peace through the
blood of His cross.” It was for our
peace that He was bruised; for our
reconciliation that He shed His blood
on the cross. “The Son of man came,
not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give His life a ran-
som for many.” That is the message
of Lent. As we leave the Epiphany
season and prepare once more to fol-
low the Man of sorrows to Calvary,
may God grant us eyes to see and
hearts to remember the glory that He
laid aside in order that He might in-
deed be our only Savior!

Armin J. Panning
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President O. J. Naumann and Co-chairman Max P.
Lehninger, Jr.

Another Celebration of Grace

The 1973 convention of the Wis-
consin Synod adopted a number of
resolutions relating to the observance
of the Synod’s 125th anniversary, due
to be celebrated in May of 1975. One
of the resolutions authorized a
thankoffering with a $3 million goal
and instructed the 125th Anniversary
Committee to supervise the gathering
of the offering.

As the anniversary year approach-
es, the Anniversary Committee is
able to announce that the $3 million
goal has been reached. Approximate-
ly 825 congregations of the Synod
have submitted commitments, or es-
timated commitments, totaling more
than $3 million.

“It is no small blessing of God,”
said Pastor Carl H. Mischke, chair-
man of the Anniversary Committee
and the Synod’s first vice-president.
“This is another significant item we
can add to the long list of blessings
God has given us over our 125 years
of Grace. We can only ask God for
one gift more: enough gratitude to
match His blessings!”

Divided Three Ways

The Thankoffering has been di-
vided among the three primary ac-
tivities of the Synod: home missions
— $750,000 for its Church Extension
Fund; world missions — $250,000 for
its building fund; and worker-train-
ing — $2 million for its building
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fund. Since over $850,000 has already
been received by the end of Decem-
ber, allocations are already being
made to these various capital funds.

There are 194 congregations which
as of January 1, 1975, had not as yet
indicated to what extent they will
participate. It is conservatively es-
timated by the committee that these
194 congregations will report an ad-
ditional $400,000 so that the final
Thankoffering total will exceed the
original goal by 13 per cent.

The $400,000 expected from the
194 unreported congregations has al-
ready been allocated to assist further
in the building of two dormitories at
Michigan Lutheran Seminary at
Saginaw. Final contracts at the
school exceeded preliminary es-
timates by $400,000. Construction of
the two dormitories is already under
way with completion scheduled for
early spring of 1976.

Also partially funded by the
Thankoffering is a dormitory replace-
ment at Northwestern College, Wa-
tertown, Wisconsin. The dormitory, a
twin of Wartburg Hall already on the
campus, is nearing completion and
will be ready for occupancy in early
spring.

Report to the Convention
Max P. Lehninger, Jr., Milwaukee,
co-chairman of the Thankoffering
said he was “sure that by convention

time (August, 1975) all 1,000 plus
congregations of the Synod will have
reported their commitment or esti-
mates. Since the plan for the Thank-
offering was so flexible, every congre-
gation — at one time or another —
will be able to participate.”

“We are eager to report to the con-
vention,” he said, “that our job is
completed. It would be a very happy
day to report all congregations ac-
counted for and the $3.4 million
mark reached. I can see no reason
now why I will not be so reporting.”

Late starters, according to Mr.
Lehninger, “will push the Offering
completion date beyond June 1, 1976,
the end of the original two-year com-
mitment period. But we are sure,
based on past experience with our
congregations, that by December of
1976 all $3.4 million of the Thankof-
fering will be hard at work in the
Lord’s Kingdom.”

Anniversary Sunday

On Sunday, May 18, 1975, all con-
gregations will hold services thank-
ing God for 125 years of His Grace.
Pastors are being urged to base their
sermon that day on Ephesians 2:8-10,
the great Grace text of the New
Testament. In many areas joint cele-
brations are being planned for the af-
ternoon or evening.

Within a few weeks, anniversary
material will be shipped to each con-
gregation for its Sunday school and
Christian day school. The material is
designed for use in these agencies be-
tween Easter and May 18. Offering
banks will be available for the chil-
dren so that they too can share in the
Thankoffering.

Since the Anniversary Committee
feels that “the best response to 125
years of God’s Grace and the fitting
approach to the years to come are to
be found in a faithful application to
Holy Scripture which is the source of
all Grace and of every true response
to Grace, a folder, The Holy Scrip-
ture in 365 Readings, has been pre-
pared for every home in the Synod. A
six-session Bible class course, Cele-
brate Grace, has also been prepared.
The Anniversary Committee fervent-
ly prays that both will be faithfully
and widely used.

Rev. James P. Schaefer
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The Interpretation of the Bible

Part II — In the Early Church
and in the Middle Ages

The first hundred years after Je-
sus’ ascension were exciting times for
the Christian church. A life-giving
and refreshing spirit was blowing
upon a world decayed and rotted
with sin. In his Pentecost sermon Pe-
ter described this spirit: ““This is that
which was spoken by the Prophet
Joel: And it shall come to pass in the
last days, saith God, I will pour out
My Spirit upon all flesh” (Acts
2:16f). The Holy Ghost Himself
through the early church was turning
the world upside down, bringing love,
joy, and peace where there had been
hatred, sorrow, and discontent. Since
the creation of the sun, never had
this earth felt such warmth and seen
such brightness!

These were also dangerous years
for Christianity. The light of the Gos-
pel was resisted by the powers of
darkness. Persecution from without
and false teachers from within
threatened the fledgling church.

The Allegorical Method

In our second essay on Bible inter-
pretation we shall see how a false
and perilous system of interpretation
crept into Christendom. Not long af-
ter the days of the Apostles this
method gained control of Bible study
and for a thousand years hindered
understanding and appreciation of
God’s Word. We are talking about
the allegorical method.

The leading church fathers, almost
without exception, spoke of the Bible
as God’s inspired Word. To Justin
Martyr (114-165), Irenaeus (?-190),
Origen (182-251), Augustine (354-
430) and others the Bible was God’s
Book. In the words of Irenaeus: . ..
being most properly assured that the
Scriptures are indeed perfect, since
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they were spoken by the Word of God
and His Spirit.” The early church ful-
ly agreed with Jesus and the Apostles
as to what the Bible was. The agree-
ment ended, however, when it came
to understanding that book.

As we recall from our last article,
allegory is the attempt to get behind
Scripture’s literal meaning to some-
thing deeper. This often means for-
saking the natural sense of a passage.

One of the most influential church
fathers was Clement, bishop of Rome
from 92 to 101. He had been a dis-
ciple of Peter and Paul. Like St. Paul,
Clement wrote an epistle to the
church in Corinth. In it he stated
that Rahab’s scarlet thread indicates
‘““that redemption should flow
through the blood of the Lord to all
them that believe and hope in God”
(chapter 12). This is a mild example
of allegorical interpretation. Though
Clement was generally free of it, he,
nevertheless, did display a tendency
in that direction.

Origen

This seed of allegorizing burst into
full bloom in the person of Origen,
who like the famed Jew, Philo, lived
in Alexandria, Egypt. Origen was a
man of tremendous intelligence and
learning, a true genius. Unfortunate-
ly, he applied his gifts in the wrong

direction.
According to Origen, the Bible is to

be interpreted in three senses: the
literal (fleshly), moral (psychic), and
intellectual (spiritual). The last sense
was meant only for the more ad-
vanced Christians. Origen attempted
to support his theory by appealing to
a faulty translation of Proverbs
22:20,21. The verse reads, “Have I
not written to thee excellent things?’
The Greek translation which Origen

used, however, says, “Have I not
written to thee in a triple way?’
Sometimes he found two, sometimes
three senses in a Scripture passage.
Finding either two or three mean-
ings, Origen felt, was also supported
by Scripture. After all, did not the
waterpots at the wedding in Cana
contain two or three firkins each
(John 2:6)!

Thus, the Israelites’ journey
through the wilderness was for Ori-
gen the journey of the Christians’
soul toward perfection. And this is
how he interpreted the Old Testa-
ment Passover lamb: the head was
“the highest and leading doctrines
concerning the heavenly things”; the
feet were “the most material or ter-
restial things or evil spirits or un-
clean demons”; the entrails were to
teach us “we must not break or cut
up the most sinewy and strongest
joints of the harmony of its [Scrip-
ture’s] whole system.”

Its Appeal

Much of this may seem foolish to
us. Yet there was a strong appeal in
the allegorical method. One could in-
terpret literally those parts of the Bi-
ble he liked and allegorize those he
found difficult to accept. In other
words, the interpreter made Scrip-
ture say what he wanted it to say.
For instance, Origen denied the
resurrection of the body. The story of
Jesus’ resurrection would be no prob-
lem for him — he could simply alle-
gorize it away.

Three centuries after his death the
Catholic Church condemned Origen
as a heretic. Yet his methods of inter-
pretation lived on. By the Middle
Ages his threefold sense had been ex-
panded to four.
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