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Briefs by the Editor

It's a real privilege to introduce the
10 new Christian day schools that
opened their doors in the fall of 1973.
Many are one-room schools and some
have a very small number of pupils,
but all of them are an expression of
concern, real spiritual concern, for
the next generation. To instruct the
next generation in the ways of God is
an assignment our Lord laid upon all
of His followers when He spoke of
feeding His lambs.

Nowhere has the Lord explieitly
outlined exactly how His believers
should respond to this concern. He
has left it completely up to them. Dif-
ferent situations of course demand
different answers. Among us the an-
swers differ from one congregation to
another. Usually more than one
method is employed of communicat-
ing the Gospel to the next generation.
We have Sunday school, Saturday
school, vacation Bible school, sum-
mer school, confirmation instruc-
tions, released-time classes. And then
there is the Christian day school.
This not only offers the opportunity
to instruct the upcoming generation
in the Word of God specifically, but
an opportunity to teach all other sub-
jects from the Gospel point of view.
Thus it provides our youth a consis-
tent, Christian philosophy of life,
something which all of them need if
they want to become mature
Christians.

That our church believes that the
Christian day school is one of the
best possible ways, if not the best pos-
sible way, to meet the spiritual needs
of the next generation is demon-
strated by the fact that 264 Christian
day schools are now being main-
tained in the 1,000-plus congrega-
tions of our Synod. Just as note-
worthy is the fact that there are nine
area Lutheran high schools in our
Synod in addition to our Synodical
academies, colleges, and seminary.
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Whether the Christian day school
is a method that can be adapted to
the needs of our foreign missions is a
question to which we at present have
no answer. Time will tell. But it is to
be remembered that even in our own
midst our attitude toward and our
use of the Christian day school has
also changed remarkably during the
125 years of our history as a church
body. Most of our congregations did
establish schools of a sort from the
very start. Most of these, however,
were not full-fledged Christian day
schools as we have them today. At
first, it must be admitted, they were
not always looked at purely as a way
of sharing the Gospel. Too often they
were a way of perpetuating the Ger-
man heritage. With the gradual pass-
ing of the German, the purpose of our
Christian day schools became more
clearly defined. Our people and our
clergy began to put the emphasis
where it truly belonged.

In certain areas of our country our
congregations face a similar problem
today. We must be on our guard lest
Christian day schools sink to the
level of “private schools,” used as a
way to escape integration and cross-
town bussing. The Christian day
school is first and last an agency to
instruct youth in the Christian faith
as revealed in the Bible and as it is to
be lived in the world.

God has granted our church a
great gift in its Christian day schools.
For those congregations which as yet
have not seen their way clear to es-
tablish such schools, a review of the
problems faced by the 10 congrega-
tions which opened Christian day
schools last fall should be en-
couraging.

Let us praise God for the new
schools that were established and
pray that many other congregations
may be granted the desire and the
means to follow in their footsteps.

The Lord our God be with us,
as he was with our fathers:
let him not leave us,

nor forsake us. I Kings 8:57
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THE COVER

Most pupils are summoned to their
classes by a buzzer or an electric bell. The
pupils at St Mark School, Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, not only have a real bell, but
can get a close-up look at it not enjoyed by
pupils at most other schools. — First Lu-
theran at Prescott, Arizona, provides a
ramp to get from one part of its property to
another. More important, however, is the
Gospel taught in its classroom. That's
God’s bridge between earth and heaven.
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Narcissus was a beautiful
youth in Greek legend who
pined away for love of his own image. Hence the term
“narcissism” for love of one’s self.

Religious Narcissism

A college professor, commenting on the downward
trend in Scholastic Aptitude Tests scores among college-
age youth, attributes this trend to the “pervasive narcis-
sism of our contemporary culture.” He suggests that many
of these young people, instead of concentrating on master-
ing the accumulated knowledge of the past, devote their
attention to themselves — to finding “the real me” — and
to self-serving activism for students rights. Consequently,
the acquisition of knowledge and skill is neglected as an
academic purpose.

Without passing judgment upon the validity of his ob-
servation, one is inclined to wonder whether what the
professor suspects in the academic field might not also
apply in the religious field. In our church life there is at
least a danger that we center our attention upon self rath-
er than upon hearing and learning the truth of God.

Examples of religious narcissism are seen in excuses
sometimes offered for not joining with the Christian con-
gregation in worship and in hearing and learning God’s
Word. A few well-worn ones go like this: “No one comes
up to talk to me after church” ... “The pastor doesn’t call
on me enough” . .. “The members don’t accept my ideas.”
The first person singular comes into prominence, and the
purpose of congregational life recedes into the back-
ground.

With this kind of emphasis on self, together with its
overtones of hurt pride, Christ would never have com-
pleted His work, or even undertaken it, for that matter;
nor would the apostles have served so selflessly and sacri-
ficially.

Narcissus pined away for love of his own image. Self-
love can have an identical effect upon spiritual life.

Immanuel Frey

Who Wants To Work? Psychologists are having a
field day with the so-called
“alienated worker,” the person in the ranks of Labor or
Management who doesn’t like his job. The current jargon
calls it the Blue-Collar-Blues, or the White-Collar-Woes,

or the On-the-Job-Blahs.

Modern man thinks he has discovered the drudgery of
work. He madly chases every phantom promising to free
him from the toil of labor. He looks to technology, hoping
to have machines do all the work. He is taken in by
schemes of simply dividing all wealth among the people.
A recent bestseller even suggests that everyone should
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drop out, encamp on the beaches of California, and enjoy
surfing and sunbathing forever.

But the Bible says it cannot be done. “Cursed is the
ground for thy sake,” the Lord said to Adam, “in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; in the sweat of
thy face shalt thou eat bread.” Sorrow and sweat, that is
what work is. No social reform or political maneuvering
can change it.

Technology does not eliminate work; often it makes it
only more boring. Laborers in China and Russia, too,
grouse about their state-assigned jobs. Even people who
freely choose their calling soon discover the drudgery that
goes with it. The “new leisure” has not solved people’s
personal, marital or financial problems either. The Bible
is right.

The child of God knows the sorrow and sweat of work,
too. But he has a different attitude toward it. Whatever
his job may be, he strives for the only thing God asks, that
a “man be found faithful” till he reaches his only and
eternal rest.

John Parcher

World Court A searchlight is illuminating Russia’s
national morality, and the Soviet
government fumes. Soviet harassment of Russian Jews
wishing to emigrate has been drawing harsh censure from
Americans who are concerned about justice and human
rights. Soviets have been condemned by the documenta-
tion that it was Russians, and not Germans, who per-
petrated the shocking Katyn Forest Massacre of thou-
sands of captive Polish officers in World War II.

They are also being indicted in Operation K eelhaul, the
account of the refugee Russians who desperately resisted
their forced return to Stalin’s terror in their homeland af-
ter the war.

Perhaps the most searing exposure of all is being made
by their countryman, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, the world-
renowned author of One Day in the Life of Ivan Deniso-
vich, Cancer Ward, and August 1914. In his latest book,
Gulag Archipelago, he exposes the sickening atrocities of
the Russian prison labor camps since 1917. Himself a vic-
tim of these labor camps, he directs his intimate knowl-
edge of Soviet inhumanity, and his penetrating writing
skill, against Russian Communist political gangsterism,
baring to the world their savagery.

Solzhenitsyn writes about a Russian, now an American
citizen, who had declined to confess to crimes he had not
committed. Ryumin, second in charge of Soviet security,
was resolved to extort a confession. He ordered Dolgun to
lie prone on the floor. With a rubber truncheon an inch
and a half thick in his hand “the colonel sat down on the
prisoner’s back. Dolgun had intended to count the blows.
He didn’t know yet what a blow with a rubber truncheon
is on the sciatic nerve. The effect is not in the place where
the blow is delivered — it blows up inside the head. After
the first blow the victim was insane with pain and broke
his nails on the carpet. Ryumin beat away. After the beat-
ing the prisoner could not walk, and, of course, he was
not carried. They just dragged him along the floor.”

(Continued on page 62)
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Studies in

Victory Over Temptation
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Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples; and
they are written for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of the
world are come. Wherefore let
him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall. There hath
no temptation taken you but such
as is common to man. But God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye
may be able to bear it (I Cor.
10:11-13).
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“To be forewarned is to be fore-
armed,” states a familiar proverb. To
the regular reader of these Studies it
may have seemed of late that the
series has been rather long on warn-
ings. If so, it is because it has been
following St. Paul’s pattern. Writing
to Corinthian Christians, the Apostle
time and again reminded them of in-
cidents from Israel’s history and
warned them that the temptation to
commit like sins besets every child of
God. Hence they needed to be fore-
armed against the sins of idolatry
and immorality, against the sins of
putting God to the test and of mur-
muring against Him.

St. Paul’s warnings are so numer-
ous and so earnest because he
realizes how constant and universal
temptation is, even for Christians.
Recall his striking statement that
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also the Old Testament Israelites
were “Christian,” for they all “drank
of that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ” (v.
4). Yet even they were severely
tempted. Paul’s readers at Corinth
can expect no less.

Temptations are Real

Temptations will come. In fact, St.
Paul includes himself in the warnings
when he says: “Now all these things
happened unto them for ensamples;
and they are written for our admoni-
tion.” How serious the Apostle is
about the matter of temptation and
how real he considers the dread pos-
sibility that he himself may fall ap-
pears at the close of the preceding
chapter. There he tells the Corinthi-
ans: “But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection; lest that by
any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a cast-
away” (9:27).

No one is immune. Therefore, in
order that his readers might be fore-
armed, St. Paul forewarns: “Where-
fore let him that thinketh he stand-
eth take heed lest he fall.” Let no one
look back at Israel and say: “It can’t
happen to me.”

Temptations are Limited

Obviously, to know the power of
temptation is absolutely essential. To
be asleep at the switch would be
fatal. But if all that Paul had to say
was:“Watch out; be careful!” that
would be small comfort and of limit-
ed value. Thank God, he can add a
brighter side — brighter because it
centers not on us and our weakness,
but on the faithfulness and the re-
liability of a gracious God.

‘“There hath no temptation
(over)taken you,” St. Paul states,
“but such as is common to man.” St.
Paul allows the possibility of “in-
human” or ‘“superhuman” tempta-
tions. There are such. But God gra-
ciously keeps them from us. Not that
it is God who sends temptation for
evil, but rather God who checks him
who does tempt for evil, ie., Satan.
Recall how God set definite limits be-
yond which Satan could not go when
he sought permission to tempt Job.
God stated clearly: “Behold, all that
(Job) hath is in thy (Satan’s) power;
only upon himself put not forth thine
hand” (Job 1:12; also 2:6).

Temptations are Bearable

Thus there is a gracious limit put
upon temptations. “God is faithful,
who will not suffer (allow) you to be
tempted above that ye are able.” But
more than that. God not only limits
the temptation, but He “will with the
temptation also make a way to es-
cape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
The passage might more literally be
translated: “He will with the tempta-
tion also provide the way out, name-
ly, that you be able to bear it.” Temp-
tations can be endured because God
Himself has provided the power to
withstand them. We need only think
of the victory over Satan gained by
our Substitute, Jesus Christ. Three
times Christ routed the Tempter with
the invincible weapon of God’s Word
(Matt. 4:1-11). It was a conquered foe
that He sent on his way with the
order: “Get thee hence, Satan.”

Temptations are real and they are
dangerous, but they can be with-
stood, for they come from a defeated
foe. He may still scowl fierce as he
will, but he can harm us none. He’s
judged; the deed is done. One little
word can fell him. Only let us never
venture out against him on our own.
Rather let us use that “one little
word,” the Word of our faithful God
whose angel “encampeth round about
them that fear Him.” He invites us:
“Call upon Me in the day of trouble,
and I will deliver thee.” Not our re-
sourcefulness but God’s Word and
promise give us strength in the face of
temptations. That is the armor which
enables us to stand in the evil day.

Armin J. Panning
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When St. Paul in his letter to
Rome had completed his recital of all
the great acts of God done for man
and his salvation by the reconciling
and redeeming work of Jesus Christ,
he began a new section on the Chris-
tian’s life with the words: “Now I be-
seech you, brethren — by the mercies
of God — to present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your reasonable ser-
vice” (Rom. 12:1). For St. Paul the
“mercies of God” (grace) were dyna-
mic, powerfully showing themselves
in the Christian’s daily life. He was
never slow in pointing out, clearly
and specifically, how grace was to
manifest itself in our lives.

When God’s grace has been active
in our union of 1,000 congregations
for 125 years (not 25 years as in
Rome), it is fitting that there be a
thankful, grateful response. Such was
the conviction of the 1973 convention
of the Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Synod
when it directed that a Grace Thank-
offering be gathered at the 125th an-
niversary of the union, with an ap-
proximate goal of $3 million.

Offering Leaders Meet
The first step in carrying out the
convention resolution was taken on
February 13 when about 140 leaders
of the Grace Thankoffering project

FEBRUARY 24, 1974

met in Milwaukee to discuss the
plans for the offering. The Grace
Thankoffering, according to the
plans, will be directed by the Synod’s
visiting elders together with a lay co-
chairman selected by the visiting eld-
er from his circuit.

Sharing with President Oscar J.
Naumann the chairmanship of the
meeting was the national cochair-
man, Mr. Max P. Lehninger. Mr.
Lehninger is a prominent Milwaukee
businessman, chairman of the Syn-
od’s Pension Board, a member of the
Synod’s Coordinating Council, and
active in the affairs of his home con-
gregation, Atonement, Milwaukee.

In his opening devotion, President
Naumann told the leaders that
“money is only the penultimate goal
of the Grace Thankoffering. The ulti-
mate goal is to strengthen our appre-
ciation for the grace and mercy of
God. If we raise $10 million and do
not learn to love the mercy and grace
of God more earnestly, we will have
failed.”

Individual Response

The leaders were told by Pastor
Carl H. Mischke, first vice-president
of the Synod and chairman of the
125th Anniversary Committee, that it
was the aim of the committee to give

every family of the Synod an oppor-
tunity to respond to the 125 years of
Grace. “No one should make the re-
sponse for someone else,” he said.
“Since grace and salvation are re-
ceived by individuals — one by one
— we want the response to be in the
same individual, personal way.”

The offering plan calls for Sunday,
May 19, 1974, to be a “Great Day of
Grace” — a day on which congrega-
tions will offer their members by per-
sonal visits an opportunity to re-
spond to the 125 years of Grace. Re-
cognizing that most families will
want to spread their response over a
period of time, the plan sets up a two-
year offering period — June 1, 1974,
to May 31, 1976, with monthly
envelopes.

Near the end of March, each con-
gregation will be receiving a ship-
ment of materials to assist them in
carrying out the Grace Thankoffering
in the congregation. The materials
are carefully designed to involve each
member in a deeper appreciation for
the grace of God in his life and in
the life of the Synod. Every congrega-
tion will be encouraged to appoint or
elect a Grace Thankoffering project
director who will, in consultation
with the pastor and others, imple-
ment the Grace Offering.

Great Needs

The Grace Thankoffering comes at
a most opportune moment. There are
great needs in the Synod that must
be met. From a chapel at Kitwe,
Zambia, to a church center and semi-
nary at Hong Kong; from a worship
center in Indonesia to three dormi-
tories to replace obsolete structures
at our pastor/teacher training
schools, the needs are urgent. As our
U.S. missions continue to open at a
rate of 20 to 25 each year, the Church
Extension Fund must receive con-
stant infusions of new capital to sup-
ply them with land and chapels.

Is there a better way to speak our
gratitude to God for 125 years of
Grace than to determine that His
grace will also be shared by us with
others? In a world dominated by “I,
me, my, mine,” what better than to
show by word and deed, “No, not Me
...but You ... that is my concern.”

Rev. James P. Schaefer
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INTRODUCING
"Ten New Christian
Day Schools

Prescott,
Arizona

Prescott, Arizona, is a picturesque,
pine-cooled community at the north-
ern end of the Bradshaw Mountains.
It is also the home of First Ev. Lu-
theran Church since 1935.

In the late 1960’s Prescott began to
experience growth because of its ideal
climatic conditions. And that led
First Lutheran to adopt the ideal
solution to a problem that was trou-
bling them and had troubled them
since the beginning: How can we
bring the Lord’s Word to our chil-
dren in the best possible way? The
growth of the community put more
children at their doorstep. The prob-
lem demanded that it be solved.

In 1971 the church council of First
Lutheran discussed the matter re-
peatedly. In January, 1972, the voters
established a committee to investi-
gate the possibility of establishing a
Christian day school. Every family
was surveyed. The response was very
encouraging. On March 4, 1973, the
congregation by unanimous vote au-
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Miss Eileen Hartwig and Pastor John Gaertner.

thorized the establishment of its
school. It was decided to open with
grades one to five, with an additional
grade to be added each year. In
April, Miss Eileen Hartwig accepted
the call to teach the Lord’s “lambs”
at First Lutheran.

The classroom was ready. When in
1970 the congregation had built a
second-story Sunday-school addition,
it was planned that the addition
might someday serve as a classroom
for a Christian day school. Only a
minimal amount of remodeling was
necessary. There is also another large
room on the lower level that can be
transformed into a second classroom.

Enrollment is 15 pupils, six of
them in the first grade. But as Pres-
cott grows, as First Lutheran grows,
this arm of the church will also grow.
Responding to the many inquiries of
outsiders, the 228-member congrega-
tion has accepted a policy that will
make First Lutheran School an arm
in the mission work of First Lutheran
Church in the Prescott community.

An Ideal Climate — An Ideal Solution

Thirteen of the fifteen pupils at First Lutheran.

Pastor John Gaertner writes: “The
15 lambs who are privileged to sit at
the feet of a Christian day-school
teacher are, in addition to their daily
Bible stories and secular subjects, be-
ing taught the importance of carrying
on their Lord’s command to ‘Go and
make disciples.” During their
Wednesday morning chapel hour,
also attended by some parents and
other members of the congregation, a
mission offering is gathered. Each
quarter these gifts will be given to
some mission endeavor of our WELS
so that at some future date children
somewhere else may enjoy the bless-
ing of a Christian day school.”

He concludes his account by stat-
ing: “We at First Lutheran in Pres-
cott, Arizona, humbly thank God that
we were one of the ten who were
blessed with a new Christian day
school in their midst during 1973.
May we, like the other nine, in thank-
ing God for this gift serve as an
example to encourage others to enjoy
the same.” To that we respond with a
hearty “Amen.”
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