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A FULL-TIME ENVOY will not be
sent to the Vatican by President
Nixon, according to an announcement
made July 3 by the White House
press secretary. The President had
previously at a news conference on
March 4 raised the possibility of re-
establishing formal diplomatic rela-
tions with the Pope as in the days of
Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Tru-
man. A storm of Protestant protest
evidently prompted the decision not
to send a full-time representative. It
has now been determined, the Presi-
dent’s press secretary stated, that
communication between Mr. Nixon
and the Pope could be maintained by
sending high-level administration of-
ficials to the Vatican for periodic
visits.

While we are gratified by the de-
cision against sending a special am-
bassador or personal representative
on a full-time assignment, the Presi-
dent’s announcement unfortunately
does not give evidence of a clear un-
derstanding or recognition of the fact
that the Pope is the head of an
ecclesiastical organization, not a secu-
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lar state; that he is a religious, not
a political leader, despite his preten-
tious claims. Diplomatic ties of any
kind, formal or informal, full-time or
part-time, continuous or occasional,
are not in accord with the complete
separation of church and state called
for by the First Amendment in the
Bill of Rights. Neither has God in
instituting government delegated any
such authority to it.

It is inconceivable at present that
the government of the United States
would send a full-time or special en-
voy to Salt Lake City to the presi-
dent of the Mormon Church of Jesus
Christ of the Latter Day Saints or
to the headquarters of the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society (Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses) in New York. It
ought to be just as inconceivable to
accord special recognition to the
head of the Church of Rome. Such
recognition ought to be recognized
for what it is — a breach of law and
ethics. If granted, it will obviously be
motivated by political expediency,
not by a firm adherence to American
ideals.
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PROFESSOR EDMUND C.
REIHM, a former president of our
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary at
Mequon, Wisconsin, died of can-
cer on August 22, 1969, at Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, according to
a report in the Lutheran Spokes-
man, the official periodical of
the Church of the Lutheran

Confession.

A 1914 graduate of our Seminary,
then located in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin,
Professor Reim served congregations
of our Synod in Kenosha, Fox Lake,
Mt. Calvary, and Neenah, Wisconsin,
before joining the Seminary faculty
in 1940. He served as president of the
Seminary from 1954 to 1957, when he
withdrew from the Synod in protest
against its continued fellowship with
the Missour: Synod. After the Church
of the Lutheran Confession was or-
ganized, he taught at its Immanuel
Lutheran Seminary, which was located
first in Mankato, Minnesota, and was
subsequently moved to Eau Claire.
Professor Reim was active at this
school until his death.

It would be unthinkable not to rec-
ognize that the Lord of the Church in
His wondrous grace used Professor
Reim with his rich gifts and varied
talents to help our Wisconsin Ewv.
Lutheran Synod to maintain a Scrip-
turally sound doctrinal position, par-
ticularly during the difficult years of
the confessional struggle which ended
in the Synod’s decision in 1961 to
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A White House Church Service On June 29 of this
year a mixed-denomi-
national religious service was held in the White House.
This was the eighth such service that had been held
since our new president was inaugurated. This service
was conducted by Rabbi Louis Finkelstein of the Jewish
Theological Seminary. Music was provided by a Missouri
Synod Lutheran choir. The service closed with the sing-
ing of the doxology which ends with the line ‘“Praise
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” A Washington newspaper
expressed its indignation that this line was sung at a
service conducted by a Jewish Rabbi, since Jews do not
recognize or confess the Holy Trinity. But Dr. Finklestein
quieted the protests when he said that he knew that the
doxology was to be sung and that he had offered no ob-
jection.

That is ecumenism in action: A Missouri Synod choir,
a Jewish preacher who does not believe in the Holy
Trinity, and a mixed assembly singing a confession of that
same Holy Trinity. Ecumenism, when fully developed, wel-
comes any and all faiths, so long as they still profess a
belief in a divine Being.

It is not clear what the purpose is of these mixed
White House services. We expect our President to repre-
sent all of us officially and in a political sense before the
people of the United States and before the rest of the
world. We rejoice if our President is a sincerely religious
man, but we do not expect him to try to represent us
in a confessional and religious sense before God. The
members of the administration would much more ef-
fectively demonstrate their religious sincerity and cause
less confusion and excite less criticism if they professed
their faith by regularly attending the services of their
own denomination than by a show of impartiality or of
indifference.

ErwiN E. KOWALKE

Going One’s Own Way If we were to accept the popu-
lar formula for “successful”
church work today, we should, for example, involve our-
selves actively with the social problems of the com-
munity and the nation, not disregard politics in pro-
moting the interests of the church, cooperate with other
faiths, reinterpret the Bible to make Christianity more
palatable to the mind of twentieth-century man. Do this,
we are told, and our church will be both relevant and
“successful.”

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are proving the formula
wrong. They shun all political activity, even voting; they
discourage involvement in social issues. They hold to a
detailed literal interpretation of Biblical prophecy re-
garding the end of the world that could embarrass every
“relevant” church today. Contrary to the trend toward
moral laxity that is being countenanced by more casual
church bodies, they adhere strictly to Biblical teachings
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concerning personal morality. And yet, while most West-
ern religions are growing slowly, if at all, the ranks of
the Jehovah’s Witnesses in the United States have in-
creased by 50 per cent in the last decade — from 800,000
to 1,200,000. They are growing by going their own way.

While such growth proves neither true doctrine nor
God’s blessing, it does demonstrate that the current formu-
la for “success” is ineffectual. Incidentally, how could
the blessing of God rest on false and pernicious doc-
trines that range from a rejection of the immortality
of the soul and of the doctrine of hell and eternal punish-
ment to their blasphemous denial that Jesus Christ was
true God, their ridicule of the Scripture doctrine of the
Trinity, and their rejection of the Biblical doctrine of
redemption?

If the Jehovah’s Witnesses can disprove the formula
by going with doctrines and ways that in some instances
are unnecessarily unpopular and in more instances spir-
itually obnoxious, then a church that accepts the whole
Bible and that honors Jesus Christ as God and as the
sole Redeemer of mankind should not for a moment
hesitate to go its own way when that way is directed by
an unconditional commitment to the Word of God to con-
form its own way to God’s way.

When God directs our way and when He assures us
that the success is in His hands, we disregard modern
formulas for “success’ in church work.

CARLETON TOPPE

# # #

Avoid . . . Contact! For obvious reasons faithful Chris-
tians have in recent years been
compelled to place heavy emphasis on such passages of
Scripture as Romans 16:17 with its exhortation:

“Avoid . . .”

But Satan misses no opportunities to mislead Chris-
tians, and he is not above employing the very Word of
God to accomplish this purpose. In this area false emphasis
and misapplication are his stock in trade. He employed
these tactics with Jesus Himself, and as disciples we are
not above our Master.

To us who are aware of the dangers of fellowship with
the false, the temptation is to isolate ourselves in a sterile
atmosphere, free from all external contact, and to pre-
serve the truth in mothballs. This is the path of least
resistance in keeping the pure Word free of contamina-
tion.

But the whole counsel of God is not comprehended
in commands to “avoid.” Jesus said, “Come!” And He
urges us: “Go!” Sterility is lifelessness, and true Chris-
tian faith and life are not sterile things. Obedience to
God does not consist in remaining aloof with the pure
Word, but it requires contact with the current equivalent
of publicans and sinners. The same Apostle who exhorted,
“Avoid!” spent his life contacting sinners, as did his
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