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THE CHRISTIAN’'S OBSERYV-
ANCE OF LENT is sober and seri-
ous, as the penitential purple on
the cover of this issue of The North-
western Lutheran indicates. The
crucifixion and death of Christ, the
Holy One of God, makes us deeply
conscious of our sin and guilt. In
the words of one of the best-loved
of all Lenten chorales, “O Sacred
Head, Now Wounded,” we must all
confess:

For it was my transgression
Which bro’t this woe on Thee.

Yet the Christian’s spirit in medi-
tating on the death of Christ is by
no means morbid or melancholy.
The 40 days of Lent are but a prepa-
ration for the joyous Festival of
the Resurrection. Good Friday’s
darkness and gloom are dispelled by
the rising Easter sun. The Lamb that
was slain is the Lamb that lives and
reigns. This glorious truth with its
assurance of forgiveness lends to our
observance of Lent a quiet, inner
peace, a confident note of hope and
joy.
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WHAT IS PLANNED FOR THE

EASTER ISSUE of The Northwestern

ord our God be with us, as he was with our
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Lutheran? Our readers often ask
this question, knowing from the past
that they may expect something spe-
cial in the Christmas and Easter 1is-
sues.

The theme selected by the Edi-
torial Board for this year is “Death
Is Swallowed up in Victory.” Guest
writers will treat various aspects of
this theme in three brief meditations.
There will be a special Easter mes-
sage from our Synod’s president,
Pastor Oscar J. Naumann. Several
pages of pictures will tell the story
of the work in Hong Kong and Tai-
wan. Some Easter poetry and a cover
i full color that focuses attention
on the risen Lamb through whom
death is swallowed up in victory will
lend a festive appearance to this
year’s special Easter mumber. The
publication date, March 30, is actu-
ally Palm Sunday, but the events of
that momentous week beginning with
Palm Sunday are all directed toward
the climax that is reached in the an-
nouncement of the angel, “He is
risen!”

Extra copies of the Easter issue
will be available at 10 cents each.

f-a_fhe'rs;'v“li_af him not leave us, nor forsake us.
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They may be ordered from the
Northwestern Publishing House.

THE MILWAUKEE SENTI-
NEL in its issue of October 19,
1968, carried an article by
James M. Johnston, religious
editor of the Sentinel, review-
ing Pastor Oscar J. Naumann’s 15
years as president of the Wisconsin
Ev. Lutheran Synod. Referring to
Pastor Naumann as ‘“‘the voice of
conservatism,” the article gave a
clear and accurate presentation of
the Synod’s views on some current
issues. We cull a few paragraphs
from this article that will perhaps
be of interest to our readers:

“With the escalation of protest, the
bearded clergyman carrying a picket
sign and riding off to jail, after will-
fully disobeying a law in a demon-
stration, may come to symbolize the
turbulent changing church of the late
1960’s.

“But the Rev. Oscar John Nau-
mann, president of a large conserva-
tive branch of Lutheranism with
headquarters in Milwaukee, sees an
unhealthy trend in this type of clergy-
man.

“Rounding out 15 years as head of
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod, Naumann still holds the view
he expressed in his first press con-
ference after election as synod presi-
dent in 1953 at Watertown, Wiscon-
sin — that the church should stay
out of politics, stick to its business
of ‘preaching the Gospel as ambassa-

(Continued on page 97)
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The label attached to a medi-
cine bottle customarily in-
cludes certain specific information for the user: the in-
gredients contained therein, the purpose for which the
medicine is intended, and the recommended dosage. It
is not unusual for a warning to be added also— some-
thing to the effect that “if the symptoms persist, see your
doctor.” The obvious reason for this warning is the fact
that underlying the symptoms there is a cause, which, if
not removed, can result in serious consequences.

This, in a way, illustrates our reason for continuing
to preach redemption at a time when the attention of
the churches is being diverted from this assignment and
directed to the social evils which persist in the world in
such forms as racial diserimination, poverty, injustice,
and oppression.

It is self-evident that concern for the poor and down-
trodden is not foreign to the Christian faith but that it
is a reflection of God’s love and concern for us. At the
same time it must be remembered that in attempting to
lessen the evils of society we are treating symptoms
rather than getting at the cause. The fact that pain is
alleviated does not necessarily mean that the disease is
cured. And if all the rampant evils of society were ob-
literated, man’s basic problem would still remain.

The problem — the cause of all the world’s evils —
is man’s separation from God through sin. The remedy
is reconciliation with God. The means is redemption
through Jesus Christ.

Programs for the betterment of society, desirable and
necessary as they are, are at best a kind of social aspirin.
They are the social equivalent of relieving the symptoms
without curing the disease. The patient may die in com-
fort, but he dies just the same.

It is not the Church’s mission to make sinners as
comfortable as possible as long as they live. Its mission is
to save them from death. And that misison is accom-
plished only by proclaiming the Gospel of redemption.

IMMANUEL G. FREY

Redemption Is the Cure

# # #

Comfortable Percentages Should Missouri Synod lib-
erals be apprehensive about
next summer’s decision on fellowship between the Mis-
souri Synod and the American Lutheran Church? Are
they fearful that the delegates will reject the offer of
fellowship at Denver in June? Reports of intensive ef-
forts by old-line Missourians to control the convention
and to block the fellowship move would suggest that the
liberals might well be anxious about the outcome.

If the liberals are apprehensive about the vote of the
upcoming convention (and it is not certain that they
are), they can hardly be uneasy about the eventual de-
cision by their synod. That, they know, will go their
way. It may be a bit embarrassing if the Denver Con-
vention tables final action on fellowship with the ALC
in order to keep peace in the synod; some volatile liber-
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als may then become publicly impatient and may demon-
strate exasperation and frustration, but the cool and
calculating ones will not be alarmed.

They are playing comfortable percentages. They can
count on the results of informal polls at two synodical
schools, as published in the Lutheran Witness Reporter.
Of 243 students, graduate students, and professors at
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, 204 voted in favor of
fellowship with the ALC, 26 were opposed, and 13 were
undecided.

At Concordia Senior College in Fort Wayne, Indiana,
116 students favored an affirmation of fellowship, 5 op-
posed, 22 urged a delay on the decision, and 10 wanted
a referendum of congregations. Of 33 ballots cast by
faculty members, 27 favored fellowship, 2 were opposed,
2 were for a delay, and 3 were for a referendum.

These two schools are the mold in which the theology
of most of the pastors in the Missouri Synod is formed.
This is where most of their parish leaders have been
coming from; and, except for a miracle of divine inter-
vention, this is where they will be coming from.

Will the Missouri Synod affirm fellowship with the

ALC? Will water flow uphill?
CARLETON TOPPE

The Ten Commandments
and The Lord’s Prayer

There are points of similar-
ity between the Ten Com-
mandments and the Lord’s
Prayer. The Ten Commandments were given to us by
the Lord our God, and the Lord’s Prayer was given us
by our Lord, the Son of God. We commonly divide
the Commandments into two Tables. The first of these,
containing the first three Commandments, bids us love
the Lord our God above all things; the second, that we
love our neighbor as ourselves. In the first Table God
commands that we have no other God than the Lord
Jehovah, that we honor His name, and that we give due
honor to His Word and His worship. The second Table
commands that we love and honor our parents, that we
do our neighbor no harm, that we be honest and chaste
in all our dealings with him, that we be truthful, and
free of all envy and covetousness.

The Lord’s Prayer could be divided into two some-
what similar parts. The first three petitions, “Hallowed
be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,”
have to do with our relation to God our Father, just
as the first three Commandments defined that relation.
The rest of the petitions have to do with our daily life,
with our dealings with our neighbor and our attitude
toward him, in general with our life and conduct as we
go about our affairs among our fellow men. If we com-
pare these petitions with what the Commandments tell
us is the will of God, we see that we ask of God that He
lead us by the Holy Spirit to the kind of life that agrees
with His good will and pleasure.

(Continued on page 92)
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