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NOWHERE DOES HOLY SCRIP-
TURE prescribe any forms of wor-
ship for the New Testament Church.
It tells us that we are to preach
the Gospel and to administer the
Sacraments of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper, but it does not set
down any order of service. It does
not tell us whether the pastor is
to conduct the service in ornate
vestments, in a black robe, or in a
business suit. It does not tell us
that an organ may be used in wor-
ship but not an electric guitar. It
bids us, “Let the Word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one an-
other in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs”; but it does not for-
bid us to clap our hands, to stamp
our feet, or to dance for joy if we
are so minded.

The forms of our worship, then,
are matters of Christian liberty. We
are free to use or not to use tradi-
tional forms. If we feel that it is
desirable, we may develop a new
order of service, devise new forms
of worship, use contemporary music,
and conduct our service with either
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much or little ceremony, in a formal
or an informal manner. These are
adiaphora, indifferent things.

There are certain things which
Scripture does tell wus, however,
about our worship. It reminds us that
it is to be “in spirit and in truth.”
It enjoins on us, “Let all things be
done unto edifying.” It was, further-
more, just in connection with the
public services, which had become
disorderly in Corinth, that the Apos-
tle Paul found it necessary to voice
the admonition, “Let all things be
done decently and in order.” It is
self-evident, of course, that in God-
pleasing worship God’s Word will
be preached in its truth and purity
and the Sacraments will be adminis-
tered as they were instituted by
Christ.

IN RECENT YEARS a rash of
services of a contemporary, and
sometimes bizarre, type has ap-
peared on the religious scene. Rock
and roll combos, folk singers, psy-
chedelic sermons, and dancing have
been featured in Lutheran, Catho-
lic, and other churches. The claim
is made that worship in order to be

The Lprd our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us.
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meaningful to modern man
must be in a modern idiom.

Some months ago a service
called a ‘“Eucharistic celebra-
tion and dance” was held at
Redeemer Lutheran Church
(LCA) in Milwaukee. Accord-
ing to a report in The Milwau-
kee Journal, the plan was for those
attending “to swing a few impro-
vised steps after receiving Com-
munion.” The Rev. D. Alan Davis,
assistant pastor of the church, is
quoted as saying that the dancing
was to be a “modern attempt to al-
low a congregation to express
physical joy in response to the gift
of the Communion.” The Journal re-
port continues:

“Not everyone was joyous when
plans for the service were announced,
however.

“It was to have been held in the
church itself, like any other service,
but when some members objected,
it was scheduled for the church hall.

“About 450 persons packed that
hall. At least another 150 persons
listened from an adjoining lounge
and hallways, and Davis said that
about 200 were turned away.

“The service was written by John
Ylvisaker, Minneapolis, who is known
as a traveling Lutheran troubadour.
He also led the folk rock music,
playing a guitar and singing. The

(Continued on page 50)
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Editorials

claim the sanction of his own church. From The Docu-
ments of Vatican II he can cite such statements as these:
“The Catholic Church rejects nothing which is true and
holy in [Hinduism and Buddhism].” “The Church . . .
has this exhortation for her sons: prudently, lovingly,
through dialogue and collaboration with the followers

An Offer Of Fellowship At a meeting of the Amer-
ican Lutheran Church in
Omaha last October, the delegates voted overwhelmingly
in favor of a motion to offer the hand of fellowship
to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. Pulpit and
altar fellowship between the two synods was meant.
Where there is altar fellowship, a member in good
standing of any congregation of either synod would be
welcome to receive Communion in any congregation of
the other synod. Pulpit fellowship would mean that any
pastor of either synod would be free to invite any pas-
tor of the other synod to preach in his church, on any
occasion. In other words, there would be no bar between
the two synods to intercommunion at the Lord’s Table
or to exchange of pulpits.

The American Lutheran Church has made the offer
of such fellowship to The Lutheran Church — Missouri
Synod. The offer will be presented to the Missouri Synod
at its meeting in Denver in July 1969. Dr. R. P. Wied-
eraenders, first vice-president of The Lutheran Church
__ Missouri Synod, officially represented his synod at the
meeting of the American Lutheran Church in Omaha
and extended the greetings of his synod to the assembled
delegates. “We pray,” he said, “that the Lord will grant
us success” in our efforts to bring about establishment
of fellowship.

That does not mean that the Missouri Synod officials
have committed themselves to establishing fellowship
with the American Lutheran Church. The greetings were
carefully worded, and the statement is open to at least
two different interpretations. Dr. Wiederaenders did
not say that the officials of the Missouri Synod intend
to use their influence to bring about a vote of acceptance
of the offer at the Denver meeting, and that they pray
God to make their efforts successful. Nor did he say
that, before establishing fellowship, his synod will make
every effort to bring about complete agreement regard-
ing doctrinal differences that have kept Missouri and
synods in the American Lutheran group apart for a
hundred years. Either interpretation is possible. The
Denver meeting in July may clarify the situation.

ErwIN E. KOWALKE

As reported in the New York

Times, a Jesuit priest told 300
Protestant mission leaders that ‘saving souls” from
eternal damnation was no longer a valid theology for
the worldwide Christian missionary effort. He declared
that no Christian can truthfully say that millions of
Buddhists and Muslims are destined for hellfire. The
“central problem’” of missionary activity, he pointed
out, was the dilemma of planting the Christian Gospel
in countries that have their own ‘“great” spiritual cul-
tures.

Ten or 15 years ago Father Mathias could have been
regarded as a maverick in the Catholic Church, but not
today. In 1969 a priest can represent a position that
hamstrings Christian missions, and in doing so he can

Jesuit Non-Missions
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of other religions . . . , acknowledge, preserve, and pro-
mote the spiritual and moral goods among these
men . . .” “Upon the Moslems, too, the Church looks
with pleasure.”

What the Catholic Church asserts in its Vatican II
documents on non-Christians undermines and weakens
its declaration that it is the “fundamental duty” of all
Catholics to reach all non-Christian peoples of the world
with the Gospel message. How urgent is it, actually, for
Catholics to preach Christ to Moslems and Hindus who,
Vatican II declares, have important spiritual and moral
beliefs in common with Catholics?

The Jesuits, the order to which Father Mathias be-
longs, once compassed the earth to preach the message
of their church. In India and China and Japan, in Peru
and Mexico and our Southwest, among the Indians of
Canada they displayed a missionary zeal and consecra-
tion (even though they often accommodated themselves
to heathen usage) that has hardly been surpassed in
the history of missions. Many of them gave their lives
for their devotion.

Today it is not likely that Jesuits who believe as
Father Mathias does will be sacrificing their lives for
the cause of missions, not when they are approaching
complete disregard of the truth of Acts 4,12: “Neither
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.”

CARLETON TOPPE

The word “activism” is not
one of the more commonly
used words in the dictionary, but those who read re-
ligious books and periodicals do occasionally come across
it. The word obviously denotes being active, but as ap-
plied to churches it is not usually intended to be compli-
mentary. It implies undue — and sometimes superficial
— emphasis on activity.

There are no doubt many modern churches which
can be described as activistic. They are busy churches,
in some cases almost frantically so. A few years ago a
religious writer with a purposeful sense of humor com-
piled from the Sunday bulletins of a number of churches
in Manhattan a schedule of activities for the week for
a mythical activistic church. Scheduled for Sunday was
a United Nations tour and a fellowship supper; Monday:
Handbell Ringers rehearsal, a talk on Guatemala, and
a piano concert; Tuesday: Pancake Brunch and Wood-
working Group; Wednesday: Lecture on “The Role of
Women in New India,” seminar on “Sexual Behavior and

(Continued on page 44)
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