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BRIEFS

HAPPY NEW YEAR! For how
many this greeting represents noth-
ing more than an empty, hollow
hope, the vain wish that the new
year might bring better “luck” than
the old!

For us Christians, however, “Hap-
py New Year!” is no trite and empty
phrase. It is not for us, as it is for
so many, a mere whistling in the
dark. When we Christians use this
greeting, it does not represent the
baseless wishful thinking of a
boisterous New Year’s Eve celebrant.

In Christian usage “Happy New
Year!” is a benediction. Christians
will fill these words with a signifi-
cant meaning. They will use this
greeting in the spirit of Paul’s words
to the Philippians, “Rejoice in the
Lord alway: and again I say, Re-
joice!” They know that the basis for
all happiness and joy is ‘“the peace
of God, which passeth all under-
standing.”

No matter what troubles, what
hardships, what disappointments,
what sickness, what sorrows 1969
may have in store for us personally
on God’s calendar, we can be certain
that it will be for us and for all our
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fellow Christians a happy new year
if we recognize it as an added time
of grace. A new year is a new oppor-
tunity for us to draw water out of
the wells of salvation. We can, there-
fore, enter the new year joyfully
confessing with Isaiah, “Behold, God
is my salvation; I will trust and not
be afraid; for the Lord JEHOVAH
is my strength and my song; he also
is become my salvation.”

Voicing that joyous confidence
and that sure and certain hope, we
Christians greet ome another with
the prayer that the coming year
may bring a deeper appreciation of
God’s salvation and a greater joy in
the blessings of His grace. Happy
New Year!

THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY of
our Synod’s mission among the

Apache Indians of Arizona is re-
ported by veteran Missionary H. E.
Rosin on page 5. This milestone
reminds us that for three quarters
of a century God has blessed this
phase of our Synodical work. How
slow and difficult the beginnings
were! Yet over the years God has

The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake ﬁs. I Kings 8:57
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continually demonstrated His
faithfulness to His promise,
“My Word shall not return
unto me void.” The latest sta-
tistics report 3291 souls as
members of our Synod in the
Apache Field.

In the interest of this mis-
sion undertaking, our mission-
aries publish The Apache Lutheran,
an interesting monthly magazine for
which we most warmly encourage
our readers to subscribe. The sub-
scription price is only $1.00 per year.
Subscriptions may be sent to The
Apache Lutheran, Peridot Lutheran
Mission, Peridot, Arizona 85542.

OUR MAILBAG recently brought
the following letter from one of our
subscribers, which we wish to share
with our readers in order that all
of us might more fully appreciate
the blessings that we have from God
as members of the Wisconsin Synod,
blessings that we have in mo way de-
served but which are ours purely by
God’s grace:

“A letter of appreciation is easy
to put off, but after 2% years I am
finally writing.

“About 2% years ago my husband
and I and our 4 children . . . joined
the Wisconsin Symod. My first big
thrill was when I received the first
Northwestern Lutheran. It was won-
derful from cover to cover, and each
issue since has been the same. How-

(Continued on page 13)
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Editorials

The Death of a Church College Church colleges, fear-
ful of being priced
out of the educational market, are looking to Washing-
ton and to state capitols for the funds that will provide
them with the facilities they need to remain competitive
with state-supported educational institutions. The price
the Lutheran, or Catholic, or Baptist college, or any
other denominational college, pays for full access to
state and federal funds is the renunciation of its de-
nominational citizenship. It must cut its ties with its
parent church body. Such severance will alter its edu-
cational purpose, its campus life, its student body, its
course of study, its faculty, and its governing board.

Hartwick College, an LCA school, has taken this step.
Baylor University, has taken a partial step in the same
direction. Other denominational colleges are likewise
preparing to sacrifice their Christian birthright for
material gain.

And sacrifice it is, a tragic sacrifice. The president
of Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota, Joseph L.
Knutson, has written in a similar connection, “The real
tragedy, however, is that not only are American church
colleges losing their denominational distinctiveness but
their basic Christian orientation and character.” A Luth-
eran college, by undenominationalizing itself, is no longer
Lutheran, no longer confessional; as a school it is not
even Christian any more.

The loss to students at a de-Christianized college is
grievous. There are no more worship services on the
campus, Christ is no longer preached, the Word of God
no longer sets the moral standards, the spiritual interpre-
tation of life is screened out of the classroom, the
Christian community ceases to exist.

The loss to a church body is a heavy one. Graduates
of church colleges can be pillars in their congregations.
They can be expected to be informed, to be church-
minded, and to be articulate defenders of the faith.
Many of them have become modern-day Aarons and Hurs,
holding up the arms of the ministry in their parishes.
The loss of such graduates impoverishes a congrega-
tion.

The loss to the nation is also tragic. If a stable,
righteous social order is to survive, it will need to rely
heavily on enlightened citizens whose lives are guided by
Christian precepts. A nation needs the vital strength that
Christian college graduates with high spiritual and moral
principles can supply. In a decaying society they can
be the salt that preserves the decencies of life. Among
the confused, half-cocked gropers being let out on so-
ciety by the nation’s colleges, Christian men and women
from church colleges can be guiding beacons for a be-
nighted culture.

The church college that disowns itself for monetary
gain not only commits spiritual suicide; it .also cops
out on the Church and on society in general. :

CARLETON TOPPE

JANUARY 5, 1969

Catholic Unrest Too

The unrest that has so seriously
been troubling the schools and
colleges, communities, political parties, and whole na-
tions, has not spared the Catholic Church. Hundreds
of parish priests have resigned in the last few years,
and some have married. A prominent Catholic theologian
in England resigned his post and took a wife. A rich
widow marries a very rich divorced man, and a Cardinal
takes her part against the Pope at Rome. There is a
strong sentiment among priests for allowing priests to
marry and remain in the priesthood. Catholic schools
have closed their doors because there is a shortage
of teaching Sisters and the parishes cannot afford to
pay the high salaries of lay teachers. Some nuns have
discarded their distinctive garb and are appearing in
modern dress. Many devout Catholics are distressed by
the change from Latin to English in the liturgy of the
Mass. Fourteen priests in Texas have rebelled against
their bishop and demand his resignation. And so on.

This unrest, most of it appearing shortly after the
Vatican Council of 1962, is however, not to be com-
pared with the storm occasioned by the first Vatican
Council of 1869/70. The chief business of that Council
was to proclaim the doctrine of the infallibility of the
Pope at Rome. This doctrine states that when the Pope,
in the exercise of his office, makes a decision about
faith and morals, he is infallible, and Catholics must
accept that doctrine as divine truth.

That proposal started a storm that really shook the
Catholic Church. The heads of every government in
Europe were set against any such increase in the Pope’s
authority. Within the Catholic Church, one of its most
prominent theologians, J. J. Doellinger, professor of
theology at the Catholic university in Munich, was the
chief antagonist of the new doctrine. He fought it
vigorously in the public press. “Thousands think as I
do,” he said. He was excommunicated, and under his
leadership a substantial number of Catholics rebelled
and formed independent congregations, although they
still insisted that they were the real Catholics and had
not left the Church. They called themselves Old Catho-
lics and had congregations in France, Germany, Switzer-
land, Holland, and the United States. Old Catholic con-
gregations are still in existence a full century after
the storm.

The Catholic Church weathered the hurricane of
1870, and it will take the present storm of unrest in its
stride. The Catholic Church may yield to pressure and
effect some unimportant changes and reforms, but there
will hardly be any significant change in its fundamental
character.

ErwIN E. KOWALKE

“Scholars” and the Purple Cow A hoary issue of the
Northwestern College

student publication, The Black And Red (March 1935),
(Continued on page 14)



