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See the Savior Heav'nward Rise

An Ascension Hymn

See the Savior heav'nward rise He prepares a place for us

To His mansion in the skies! < »_Inj His vast and wondrous house,
Hands in blesvsl:ir’l'fg,;He extends; 'fhat, where He is, we may be
He for us on high ascends. Even to eternity.

At God’s throne He shall abide, Keep us, ris’n, ascended Lord,
Hosts of angels at His side. Steadfast, trusting in Thy word:
There He daily intercedes v Thou one day wilt come again,
For our sins and grave misdeeds. Taking home believing men.

ERNA WESTPHAL
[This may be sung to LH 35.]

The Lord ovr God be with .us, as he was with our fathers: let-him not _/e,ai/e' us, nor forsake us. | Kihgs 8:57

Che Northwestern Lutheran *  Volume 55, Number 11 *  May 26, 1968
Official Publication, Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
Published biweekly by Northwestern Publishing House, 3616-32 THE EDITORIAL BOARD —
W. North Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. 53208. Use this address for all Werner H. Franzmann, Managing Editor
busi correspond Allow four weeks for change of address Walter W. Kleinke, Assistant Editor
and renewal order. Give your old address as well as the new. Prof. Wilbert Gawrisch  Prof. Armin Schuetze

Send stenciled address from a recent issue or an exact copy.

Second-class postage paid at Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Subscription rates, payable in advance:

Address all items for publication to:
The Managing Editor

Oneyear: i i e s e s e e e $2.00 The Northwestern Lutheran
3624 W. North Ave.

‘;::Ir:eyzae:rs ...................................... :::g Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208
A 20% discount is allowed on the one-year rate if 25 or more
unaddressed copies are sent in a bundle to one address. CONTRIBUTING EDITORS —

~——— o~~~ F. Blume  E. Fredrich I. G. Frey P. Janke E. E. Kowalke
COVER — Chancel of St. John's Ev. Lutheran Church, Tomah MLl b Nitzg 72.C. Toppe Koverte H: iWicke
(rural), Wisconsin; Martin Lemke, pastor. Mission Reporters: F. Nitz (World); O. Sommer (Home)

166 THE NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN




ditorials

St. Luke recorded in the Acts
of the Apostles that on the day
of Pentecost about 3000 persons gladly received the
word that Peter had preached and were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins. This, and the gift of the Holy Spirit, together with
other wonders that occurred on that day, were, as St.
Luke says, a fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel.

A Modern Pentecost

This remarkable fulfillment on that first Christian
Pentecost does not mean that Joel’s prophecy, having
been once fulfilled, now no longer applies. There has
been since that day a constant fulfiliment which is going
on before our eyes. We do not indeed hear a “sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,” nor do we see
“cloven tongues like as of fire” settling on the heads of
the preachers of the Gospel. But the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit goes on as marvelously and bountifully as
on that great day of the birth of the New Testament
Church. Joel’s prophecy and the Lord’s promise that the
word ‘“shall not return unto me void, but it shall accom-
plish that which I please,” are as valid and as operative
today as they ever were. The rushing mighty wind may
not be heard and the cloven tongues of fire not seen,
but the work of the Spirit goes on, quietly and miracu-
lously. The experience of Pentecost, certified by Serip-
ture as a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, is it-
self also a promise of unceasing fulfillment. It is a
miracle and a fulfillment that we who live half-a-world
away from Jerusalem, in a land that was not known
in Peter’s day, are hearing the Gospel every day in a
language that did not even exist at the time of Pentecost.
Is it not a fulfillment of the Pentecost promise that in
the weeks between Easter and Pentecost, not 3000, but
some 9000 baptized children will be confirmed in our
Wisconsin Synod alone? And yet we are one of the
smallest of the Christian denominations. Pentecost has
not ceased to be. The miracle of repentance, baptism,
and the outpouring of the Holy Ghost goes on and on
until the Day of Judgment brings final fulfillment to all
prophecy.

ErwIN E. KOWALKE

ERET

No Apology A recently published novel, according
to an extensive review in a leading news
magazine, portrays the lives of several fictitious married
couples living in the same community. The setting is
modern, almost idyllic. The principal characters are
sophisticated, affluent, and well educated. But the aspect
which the novel dwells on is that they are also highly
promiscuous. Actually, their promiscuity is not so much
an incidental aspect as a consuming way of life. Adultery
among them approaches a godless crusade in their own
social circle, undertaken in an attempt to find enjoy-
ment in what to them is an otherwise meaningless life.

This may be a fictitious situation, but it is one that
is not unheard of in life as it is lived today. Vast num-
bers of people find no meaning in life. Health, wealth,
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education, position, and social standing, even when suc-
cessfully pursued, all fail to put meaning into it. Pleasure-
seeking and immorality, as well as such modern phe-
nomena as hippyism and drug-taking, are outgrowths of
modern man’s frantic search for a meaningful life. And
these things are at the same time symptoms of the despair
that oppresses the hearts of so many in our generation.

This reminds us that we need make no apology for
our faith. As Christians we have found what people in
all social strata and every walk of life are searching for
— namely, meaning and purpose in life, and hope in
death.

Little, if any, spiritual enlightenment is to be found
in much of the fiction that is being produced today. It
does, however, reflect the times in which we live. And
if it serves no other useful purpose, it may at least
help us to appreciate by contrast what we have in Christ.

“As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth
to his folly.” The picture in this inspired Proverb may
be inelegant, but the illustration is an apt one. We may
sometimes be tempted to envy the ungodly and to be
apologetic about our faith. But looking at the facts, who
would want to trade places?

IMMANUEL G. FREY
Americans once feared that the
government would use its sword.
They had a wholesome respect for a government that,
in the words of Paul, “beareth not the sword in vain.”
If they were caught breaking the law, they awaited the
penalty — with anxiety but fully expecting that it would
follow.

They knew that the “power of the law” was no empty
phrase. If they became guilty of felonies or misde-
meanors, they had good reason to fear the civil authori-
ties. They had seen murderers put to death, rioters
brought to justice, flag desecrators fined, gamblers prose-
cuted, looters made to pay for their crimes, traitors
executed.

They feared the sword, the instrument of justice, but
they did not question the government’s right to use the
sword. Both God and man had established that right. Both
God and man expected that right to be exercised to curb
crime and wrongdoing.

At the same time, tragically, penalties are being
erased. Confessed murderers have gone scot-free on a
legal point that can never outweigh their guilt. Looters
grin at TV cameras and ignore the police. Rioters are
losing their fear of retribution. With seeming impunity
students seize and misuse public property. Charges are
being dismissed today that would have merited jail terms
yesterday; or they are not even being filed.

A Sword in Vain?

Many Americans are anxiously asking why the sword
of authority too often rests in its sheath when that au-
thority is threatened. Has authority become a timid

(Continued on page 170)
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