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We were impressed when we at-
tended one session of the Mission
Seminar at Wisconsin Lutheran Sem-
inary. The seminarians’ interest and
zeal were evident. It was heartening
to notice that they had “done their
homework.” They had a good grasp
and understanding of the Synod’s
mission program at home and abroad.
One could detect the hard work and
resourcefulness that went into their
presentations and the earnestness
with which they heard and discussed
these presentations and those by the
featured speakers. For a report on
the Seminar see page 70.

A picture essay on a mission in
Japan is a feature of this issue. We
are indebted to Pastor Edgar
Hoenecke, Executive Secretary to the
Board for World Missions, for the
work which he put into the prepara-
tion of the pictorial presentation.

Speaking of missions, we want to
point ahead to an article that will
appear in our mext issue. It will tell
you of a moteworthy development in
our home mission endeavor. It is
that we have begun a mission in

5 5 £ S
e Loecdtour God be with s,

as ‘he ‘was with: our fathers:

Anchorage, Alaska. Now we will tell
you only that it is off to a good start,
and then ask you to wait two weeks
for this interesting article.

Readers will be saddened to hear
that Pastor Henry C. Nitz, contrib-
uting editor of The Northwestern
Lutheran, died on February 3, 1968.
For a number of years he conducted
the feature “By the Way.” Before
that he served as an editorial writer.
Funeral services were conducted at
Eitzen, Minnesota, on February 6
and at Watertown, Wisconsin, on Feb-
ruary 7. We hope to have tha full
obituary for our next issue.

We wish to thank the readers who
responded to our request for their
reaction to the question: Should we
or should we neot publish in tract
form Mr. Robert Adickes’ article
“How Shall I Answer the Evolution-
ist?” As a result of their letters
we do have a better idea of what
ought to be done.

What is the Soul Conservation
Commission? If you did mot know,
or if you had only a vague idea, you
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will know and you will have
a pretty clear picture of its
work after reading an article
in  this issue. You will also
read what part you can play
in helping this commission car-
ry out its important function.

A slide lecture on the work of our
civilian chaplain in Vietnam was
given by Professor Erwin Scharf on
the evening of February 7. The audi-
ence that filled the gymnasium at
Northwestern College showed a
high degree of interest in the en-
deavor to serve our servicemen in
Vietnam. We were privileged to be
present, and we should like to sug-
gest that you hear this illustrated
lecture if it should be given in your
area.

All business communications re-
garding The Northwestern Lutheran
should be addressed to Northwestern
Publishing House, not to the editor.
The Publishing House handles all
such matters as new subscriptions,
renewal of subscriptions, change of
address, etc. Please send to the edi-
tor only the items that are intended
for publication, including changes of
address for pastors, professors, and
teachers. By the way, sending your
address change to the Publishing
House does not mean that it will be
published. You should send a sepa-
rate notice to the editor.
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A Time of Opportunity At this stage of the world’s
history the trend away from
the Word of God to the wisdom of men is very pro-
nounced, to the point that it is obvious even to those
who confine their reading to the daily paper. This trend,
however, does not spell doom for the Church. On the
contrary, it affords new and expanding opportunities
to those who are faithful to the Word. And in view of
these opportunities it befits the faithful to be active
rather than merely to bemoan, to be more outgoing
rather than to become more withdrawn.

In these days of wholesale apostasy among the
churches and church bodies which still bear the label
“Christian,” opportunities are multiplying for us who
have been drawn into the fellowship of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Appeals from those who
hunger for the Gospel are descending upon us from coast
to coast and from the outlying states of Alaska and
Hawaii; from the Canadian to the Mexican border and
from within the confines of these adjacent countries,
where few of our members have set foot except as
tourists; from remote areas with strange names, around
the globe.

Our response to these opportunities in the next few
years will determine our fitness to continue as bearers
of the light of the Gospel. We can sit at home and line
our nests with all kinds of good things. Or we can go
out, as the Apostles did, to bring light into the lives
of others. The latter demands faith, commitment, cour-
age, unselfishness — and sacrifice in unstinting quantity.

It is easier to withdraw and decry and bemoan. It is
also cheaper. But this poses no major decision for those
who see Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth, and the
Life. In faith they have the motivation, and by God’s
grace they have the means to seize the opportunities
and to make known the good news.

God is not dead, nor is He about to die. And in view
of His promise, no funeral is in prospect for His Church.
Accordingly, our time is better occupied in improving
the opportunities than in hanging crepe.

IMMANUEL G. FREY
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A common criticism of
education in Russia, in
all schools from the primary grades into the universities,
is that the teaching is indoctrination rather than an
honest search for the truth. Everything — so the criticism
goes — is presented from the Communistic point of view,
and a student who hopes to pass an examination had
better give the right kind of answer. Not only must his
facts satisfy the examiner, they must also be presented
from the correct political point of view. That, so we are
told, is bad, is not really education. So much for the
Russian system.

Indoctrination — Education
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What of education in our free and democratic United
States? Anyone who has attended a public high school
or college knows that every subject — physics, chemistry,
botany, zoology, social sciences, even speech, is presented
from the point of view of the evolutionary theory. The
theory has become a law that governs textbook presenta-
tion of almost every subject. The student soon learns
that it is not enough to know facts, but he must interpret
them according to the accepted theory of evolution. If
that is not indoctrination, what is it? If the Russian sys-
tem is bad because it indoctrinates, what shall be said
of this system?

What of our schools, that is, our church schools? We
want our pupils to learn to read and to understand what
they read; we want them to learn the facts of science and
history; we want them to learn how to present facts
and ideas clearly and exactly in writing and in speech.
That is education. But we make no excuse about it—
we also indoctrinate. We present everything from the
point of view of God’s revelation of Himself in the works
of Creation and in the redeeming work of His Son our
Savior. We indoctrinate. Of course we do. And so do the
Russians and the American educators, however much
they may pretend to abhor any kind of indoctrination.
It is doubtful that there can be real education without
indoctrination.

ErwIN E. KOWALKE

A Concerned Church The Wisconsin Synod is not
taking an active part in the
civil rights struggle, in the war on poverty, or in the
debate on the Vietnam question. Individual members of
the Synod, as Christian citizens, are and should be con-
cerned with these issues, but the church body as such
is not involved in them. Our Synod does not make social
or economic or international betterment its business.

This stand of our church body has come under at-
tack. We have been charged with aloofness and indif-
ference to the needs of our fellow men, dismissed as vision-
aries with our heads in the theological clouds, faulted
for not relating to the world we live in.

This criticism is misinformed and misplaced. We are
not ignorant of the needs of our fellow men. From Scrip-
ture we know more about every need of man than all
the observers of society and all the researchers into its
problems have ever been able to tell us. For that reason
we can understand why it, finally, is more important to
tell a man, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” than, “Arise
and walk.”

We are not indifferent to the ills of society. Was our
Lord indifferent? He did not involve Himself in either
political, or military, or economic, or social problems,
troubling and grievous though they were in His day.

(Continued on page 75)
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