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Only the Christian can really
look ahead into the new year with
assurance and peace of mind. His
mind is untroubled and serene be-
cause his heart is at peace with
God. Need we ask how it is possible
for him to enjoy such peace — right
after we have celebrated Christmas?
We again saw the full meaning of
the fact that the Son of God became
flesh. It was not only that God gave
His Son to be one with us as a true
human being. That was only the
starting point. God gave His Son so
fully to be one with us that He took
our place under the Law to fulfill
it perfectly and that He bore the
penalty of that Law. God gave Him
into the suffering and death, the
dread punishment, that was our due.
Now what follows? “He that spared
not his only Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?”

Christmas has again- given us-—
what is that fine old English word
for it? — oh, yes, heart’s ease. Hav-
ing set our hearts at ease in regard
to our sin and guilt, Christmas has
set us at ease regarding anything that
the future may bring —no, that’s
the wrong way to say it. We meant
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to say: anything that a wise, gracious
God, our Father in Christ, may send
into our lives in the days that lie
ahead. Though they be the things
that are pleasant and easy to accept,
or though they be experiences that
we do not like to go through, yet
the hand of a loving Father dispenses
them all to us, His children. There-
fore they must be, nay more, are
for our temporal and eternal good.
What enviable people you and I are
— with this heart’s ease poured into
us by the only one who can do it,
the great God of peace Himself!
The church pictured on the cover
has something unique in its history.
Salem Ev. Lutheran Church of Ann
Arbor (Scio), Michigan, was the first
Lutheran congregation to be estab-
lished in Michigan. The date of its
founding is 1833.
Not only congregations have diffi-
culty when it comes to calling a man
to serve them. This fact is illus-
trated by the item from our News
Bureaw in this issue. It reports that
Pastor Norman Berg has accepted
the call as Executive Secretary to
the Board for Home Missions. The
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Board had issued this call to
four other men before extend-
ing it to Pastor Berg. So the
office will have been wvacant
more than a year before the
Secretary-elect is installed.
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The liturgy that we use in
our Sunday morning services
will be treated in a series of articles
to begin in the January 21 issue.
Professor Martin Albrecht of Wis-
consin Lutheran Seminary is the
author of the articles.

An administration seminar was
conducted in Madison, Wisconsin, in
mid-November. About 60 Wisconsin
Synod administrative officials at-
tended the five-day meeting.

The 1965 Synodical convention had
authorized the appointment of an Ad-
ministration Survey Commission to
study the structure of the Synod with
a view toward achieving a greater
efficiency. This Commission has been
at work under the chairmanship of
Pastor James Schaefer. To assist in
the study, a management consultant
firm has been engaged.

The seminar was concerned with
objectives, policies, control, com-
munication, goals, and leadership as
these relate to the Synod. An $18,000
grant from the Aid Association for
Lutherans made possible the seminar.
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Protestants and Marxists
meet in a university hall,
Jews and Episcopalians fraternize in a rectory lounge,
Catholics and Lutherans gather in a neighbor’s living
room — to carry on dialogues. Before the word became
popular, we would have said that they got together to
talk religion.

Dialogue to Rock the Boat

Much religious dialogue, to be sure, is just talk-
ing things over, inquiring about each others’ religious
views, learning what the other person believes, and be-
coming acquainted with his church’s ways. Such conver-
sation broadens religious knowledge and understanding.

Complete dialoguists, however, aren’t satisfied with
a mere exchange of information and viewpoints. “No
man,” writes an advocate of religious dialogue, “should
enter dialogue unless he is prepared to ‘rock the boat.”
That means that he must be prepared to do collective
bargaining, to give up some of his beliefs, to sacrifice his
certainty of being right; he may even need to reckon with
leaving his church altogether. Like thz Catholic boy
and the Lutheran girl who are deep in their courtship,
one may be persuaded to join the other’s church.

If we have become convinced from God’s Word and
from history that we have the truth, we have no warrant
to participate in collective bargaining dialogues with the
heterodox where the risks of yielding up our God-given
faith are built in. Our Lord held no such dialogues.
When He spoke to those who did not possess the truth,
He did so only to lead them to the truth He came to
reveal. Elijah held no such dialogues with the priests
of Baal, nor did Paul with the priests of Diana.

We can understand and respect the firm position of
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, a deeply committed Orthodox
Jew who is convinced of the rightness of his belief. He
holds that God’s Word is to be obeyed rather than
discussed or speculated upon. He is convinced that he
lives a life of obedience to God’s Commandments. He is
unable to see what purpose dialogue with Christians
would serve. He is aware that both Christians and Jews
cannot be correct in their religious commitments. At
the deepest level, each one must reject what the other
holds most deeply. Why, then, enter dialogue?

We cannot accept Rabbi Soloveitchik’s Jewish beliefs,
but we can admire his sturdy confessional stand. You
and I have the saving truth he rejects. If he feels that
he cannot afford to expose his false faith to compromise,
then interfaith collective bargaining dialogue is an ac-
tivity in which we, the heirs of salvation, certainly
cannot take part.

CARLETON TOPPE
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100 Years Ago The years 1866 to 1868 were three
crucial years in the development of
our Wisconsin Synod. In 1866 the more conservative

synods in eastern United States joined in a protest
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against the laxness and liberalism of the General Synod.
At a meeting in Reading, Pennsylvania, near the end
of 1866 the decision was made to leave the General
Synod and to organize a new synod to be called the
General Council. The Wisconsin Synod and the Minne-
sota Synod became charter members of the new Council
at its first meeting in Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1867.
The Missouri Synod, although it was represented at both
meetings did not join the new body, because some dis-
puted questions of doctrine and practice had been left
undecided. The Wisconsin Synod also withdrew when it
became clear that the General Council would not com-
mit itself in regard to such questions as pulpit and altar
fellowship with members of church bodies characterized
as “dissenters and heterodox.” At the same time, in
1867, the Wisconsin Synod severed connections with the
unionistic Langenberg Society in Germany with which
it had had very close relations. These steps led to dis-
cussions with Missouri Synod theologians, which estab-
lished that the two synods were in doctrinal agree-
ment and resulted in the formation of the Synodical
Conference a few years later, a fellowship agreement
which continued for 91 years, and ended in 1963.

When the Wisconsin Synod withdrew from the Gen-
eral Council, its action had quite unexpected effects on
the fortunes of Northwestern College. The College had
only partly been serving as a preparatory school for
the theological seminary and the ministry; it was being
conducted mainly as an academy serving the community.
The president of the school, Adam Martin, was ambitious
to make a great college or university of it, to serve the
general public. When the Synod withdrew from the Gen-
eral Council, President Martin, in protest against that
action, severed his connection with the Synod and the
College and returned to the East. During the brief term
of his successor, President Thompson, no great change
took place, but the next president, Prof. A. F. Ernst,
completely rebuilt the course of studies and gave the
College a new direction. It now became what Prof. Ernst
liked to call it: A workshop of the Holy Spirit. The con-
gregations now recognized and accepted the school as
their own and rallied to its support, saving it from im-
minent financial collapse. The year 1866 was also one
of great change in the theological seminary. In that year,
Dr. Moldehnke, our first professor of theology, returned
to Germany, having completed his five-year term as
missionary in Wisconsin to which he had been pledged
by the Berlin Mission Society. It was then that Prof.
Ad. Hoenecke became the professor of theology in
our Seminary and began a career that had such a pro-
found influence on the confessional stand of our Synod.
It would be too much to say that the formation of the
General Council in protest against confessional laxness
was the cause of all these changes, but it was a first
step that led quite logically along the path that our
Synod and our College have been following.
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