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No doubt many in the Synod are
awaiting some word as to when the
educational survey being prepared by
Dr. Robert J. Keller and Mr. Charles
Bruening, of the University of Min-
nesota, will be put into the hands of
the responsible groups for study.
This survey was authorized a year
ago. The purpose was to provide
guidance in the vast problems con-
fronting us in regard to the course
we shall follow in training enough
workers. The size of the task before
us is indicated by the estimate of the
consultants that we shall have to train
100% more pastors and 100% more
teachers within the next 10 years.
This projection was included in the
oral report lasting five and one-half
hours which the consultants gave on
May 15.

At that time the complete, printed
report was tentatively promised for
June 15. However, that date was not
met. The latest word is that the re-
port will be ready by mid-July. Short-
ly after it is received, three groups
will meet to consider the facts and
findings which the consultants will
present. These groups are: the Plan-
ning Committee for the Educational
Institutions of the Synod, the Advi-

sory Committee on Education, and
the Board of Trustees. Each group
will meet separately. Then all three
groups will have a joint meeting. Out
of this study will come a report which
will summarize the facts presented
in the survey and will evaluate the
findings of the consultants.

The publicizing of this information
will be an extremely important step.
As we stated at the outset, the fask
which the Lord places before us is
one of major proportions. We would
say “of staggering scope,” if we did
not approach it with faith in our Lord
and in the power of His Word. But
it is a glorious task. In all its phases,
it has to do with supplying the man-
power for preaching and teaching the
Gospel to more and more souls, in
more and more places.

From such a task no child of God
in our Synod wants to be excluded.
He wants to have a part in it; he
wants a chance to pray for its success
and to give toward its execution. The
rank and file of our members, there-
fore, must have ample information
regarding this vast undertaking. The
key man in relaying this information
to the congregation is, of course, the
pastor. Only he can see to it that all
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his members receive the infor-
mation which will prompt them
to exercise their fellowship with
all the members in our house-
hold of faith by carrying out
this vital Gospel work, and to
find an outlet for their faith in
the grace of giving for this
cause of their Redeemer. If the
pastor should fail in this — which
God forbid! — then his members
would be deprived of this golden
opportunity to serve their Lord with
gladness, in the great task of spread-
ing His glorious, saving name.

Many of you have very likely been
reading reports concerning the re-
cent convention of The Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod. In some
areas the papers, we know, have given
this convention a rather thorough
coverage. But we hear that in other
areas the information carried by the
papers has been quite scanty. In view
of the action our Synod took at its
1961 convention in regard to The
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod,
accurate mews regarding this critical
convention 1is important for all of
us. As you know, the members of
our Commission on Doctrinal Matters
were observers at that convention.
The. Commission will prepare an
evaluation of the Missouri Synod con-
vention for the members of our
Synod. This evaluation will appear in
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The theory of evo-
lution  represents
human beings as
having ascended from mud and slime
through 1500 million years of gradual
development until, after countless generations, the climax
of life has been reached in Man today.

Scripture teaches us that in the beginning of time
God created Adam and Eve in His image. Before that
moment of time when God formed a human being from
the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, man was not.

These two accounts of man’s origin have provoked
efforts to harmonize them. Men who feel they have an
obligation to Scripture and at the same time want to pay
their respects to science have made the attempt to
reconcile evolution and creation by showing that both
may be right. Moses and Darwin are represented as
having kissed each other and as now living together
in mutual respect and amity.

In his book, The World — Its Creation and Consum-
mation, the German theologian Karl Heim develops the
kind of reconciliation formula that has found favor with
a number of Lutheran intellectuals. According to Heim,
God took out of its environment a hominid (manlike or
man-becoming creature) on its evolutionary way to
becoming civilized man (perhaps in the million-year
Pleistocene age preceding the period of recorded
history), placed it in a “district which is geographically
congenial,” raised “this little creature to His own level,
and [made] Man His companion, His partner.” God thus
elevated a creature to human dignity. As a consequence
of God’s election, man also received a ‘‘commission to
rule over [‘creation’] with divine authority.” So Karl
Heim would marry Scripture to science.

This explanation prompts questions. Were there only
two hominids in existence at the time when God reached
down into the evolutionary stream and selected a crea-
ture for His special purposes? What about the other
hominids from whose number God chose Adam and Eve?
Did they never achieve the rank of Man? Did God by-
pass or dispense with the process of slow evolution when
He made the manlike creature Man? If not, were the
other hominids well up on the ladder leading to Man’s
estate? Were they near-Men? How many tens of thou-
sands of years did it take God to develop Man from his
hominid stage? Why did God bother to create Eve out
of Adam if there were already plenty of hominid adams
and eves available? And so on —. And what about Man’s
soul, Man’s sin, and the image of God?

The kind of reader for whom the Bible was written
will, in turn, be amused, amazed, and outraged when he
searches Genesis 1 and 2 and the rest of Scripture, which
speaks in terms of Genesis 1 and 2, for the answers
Heim assures him are to be found there, or when he looks
for the statements that prove that Moses accepts or pre-
supposes evolution prior to creation. Only by distorting
or ignoring Scripture can one maintain that the Spirit-
authored Bible supports Darwinian science.

It must occur to the thinking Christian that formulas
like Karl Heim’s are neither fish nor fowl. Such contrived
compromises do violence to consistent evolution and
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God has yet to
grant anyone a license to work both sides of the street
that way.

affront and despoil divine revelation.

C. TopPE
Building A Right
Superstructure

Paul writes to the Corinthians:
“Other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.” Christ as the Savior is the only solid foundation
for the Church and for faith. But in almost the same
breath he adds: “Let every man take heed how he
buildeth thereupon.” That does not mean that the super-
structure is a matter of indifference, that in other respects
you may believe and live as you please.

Some argue: I believe that Jesus on the cross paid
for all my sins. If I now live in sin and join the world
in its ungodly pursuits, no real harm will come to me.
Paul was already charged with teaching that sort of
thing. But he was horrified at the suggestion. He ex-
claimed: “God forbid. How shall we, that are dead
to sin, live any longer therein?”’ Again he reminded that
God hath called us unto holiness. How timely, then, is the
warning: “Let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon.”

Let us also apply it to the doctrines which we hold
or do not hold. It is the fashion to say: As long as I
believe in Jesus as my Savior, whatever doctrines I
accept or reject otherwise will not make a particle of
difference. How does that square with the warning: “Let
every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon”? Is
false doctrine so harmless? The Bible continually warns
against false doctrines and false teachers. It certainly
would not do so if it were immaterial as long as one
holds to the fundamental doctrine of salvation through
Christ alone.

The Bible warns concerning false doctrine: “It doth
eat like a canker.” Is cancer only dangerous when it has
attacked vital organs? If it gains a foothold, it will
soon spread to them. Even a seemingly harmless false
doctrine is a serious threat to your saving faith. If you
open your door to it, it will immediately begin its devas-
tating and destructive work. “A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump.”

Why, then, take chances with your immortal soul?
Why dabble in things which may prove eternally dis-
astrous? How much better to occupy ourselves with things
which will promote the eternal welfare of our souls.
Let us be concerned about the foundation, but also about
the superstructure.

Im. P. FrREY
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A Common Law It is a law of economics that bad
money, if tolerated, will drive
good money out of circulation.

That seems to be the law in nature, too. This spring

two handsome tree swallows established residence in my

(Continued on page 220)
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