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As one reads the account of the
graduation service at our Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary (page 202), and
as one notes that there were only 17
graduates to be assigned, one may
readily indulge in gloomy headshak-
ing. There are many vacant pulpits,
to say nothing of missions waiting
to be opened and to be furnished
with workers! Consider, too, that the
Junior class had to be “raided” for
seven assistant instructors (tutors)
at our synodical schools. The classes
of 1963 and 1964 will not be much
larger than that of 1962.

Yet there is a distinet and broaden-
ing band of light on the horizon. First
we detect it in news we have concern-
ing the class just graduated at North-
western College. Of the 43 gradu-
ates, 40 will continue their studies at
our Seminary. Add the fact that the
classes of ’63, '64, and ’65 at North-
western have memberships of 34, 44,
and 38 respectively, and that their
number will be increased by students
in the Remedial Department.

The prospect of swelling enroll-
ments in the next years has, in fact,
made the Board of Regents at the
Seminary keenly aware of the fact
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that additional housing must be pro-
vided soon. Next fall there will be
only two unoccupied places in the
dormitory.
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What kind of a liturgy should a
congregation wuse? Must a certain
form be followed? Is something to
be said for a umiform liturgy? These
and other questions are treated by
Prof. A. Schuetze in “A Lantern to
Our Footsteps.” There is some un-
clear thinking on the subject of
liturgical usage. Therefore this article
should meet a need.

The “Country Parson” feature,
which is syndicated in many news-
papers, runs strongly to moralizing,
stressing right living, being good
citizens and good neighbors, etc. The
man who does the feature does have
a keen eye for hypocrisy. But he
seldom has anything to say about the
heart of Christianity, the Gospel of
Christ Crucified. Recently, however,
the “Parson” got off a comment that
is worth repeating: “I doubt if it is
worthwhile to spread Christianity if
we have to thin it down to do it.”
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“How to Read the Bible,” Prof.
F. Blume takes up the question
of figures of speech or picture-
language employed in the Scrip-
tures. He points out that the
effort to understand the figures
of speech is essential for a cor-
rect understanding of the Bible,
but he also cautions against the
figurative interpretation of the Bible
which reads plainly revealed facts
right out of the Bible.

Keeping up on the statistics of
membership in various church bodies
is nmot easy these days. For instance:
a few weeks ago it was announced
that The Lutheran Church —Missouri
Synod had outstripped the United Lu-
theran Church in America (ULCA)
in membership. But by the time this
issue reaches you, the situation will
have changed. In a convention con-
vening in Detroit on June 28, the
United Lutheran Church will have
become a part of a new church called
the Lutheran Church in America
(LCA). The other parties to the
merger are the Augustana Lutheran
Church, the American Ev. Lutheran
Church, and the Suomi Synod.

As a result of greatly accelerated
growth, particularly in the last
decade, the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has gained the rank of Ameri-
ca’s largest Protestant demomination.
The Methodist Episcopal Church had
been in first place. Each of the two
denominations has a membership of
more than 10,000,000.
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Editorials

The Revised Versien Of the Revised New Testament,

of 1881 which appeared in England in 1881,
Dr. F. F. Bruce in his very inter-
esting history of the English Bible says: ‘“The appearance
of the Revised New Testament caused tremendous excite-
ment. The text was telegraphed to Chicago, and appeared
as a special supplement to a well-known daily newspaper
there. The sales of the revision were enormous, and it
immediately became the subject of animated and, at times,
acrimonious discussion.”

Dr. Bruce’s mention of the printing of this version
of the New Testament as a supplement of a Chicago news-
paper led me to write to the editor of the Chicago Tribune
for further information, particularly in regard to the
transmission of the text by telegraph. The Tribune Public
Service Office responded with this letter:

“In response to your recent inquiry, we can give you
the following information:

“May 22, 1881, Tribune printed a 16-page supplement
presenting the complete New Testament as just revised
by English and American committees. Ninety-seven com-
positors in 12 hours set the type for the supplement.

“Tribune’s first decision was to take revised Testament
by telegraph, and arrangements had already been made
with the Western Union Company. Decision was altered,
however, when it was decided that accuracy was of prime
importance. Therefore, the reprinting of the New Testa-
ment was postponed for 24 hours. The publishing feat,
nevertheless, represented another first for the Chicago
Tribune.”

It would seem that the excitement caused in 1881
by the appearance of the Revised Version was just as great
as that caused by the appearance of the Revised Standard
Version in 1946 and 1952, with this difference that the
later Revised Standard Version was launched with a very
expensive and extensive advertising campaign. The 1881
Revised New Testament generated its own excitement
without the help of advertising. In 1961, just 350 years
after the appearance of our King James Version, another
attempt at translating the Bible appeared in the form of
the New Testament part of ‘“The New English Bible.”
The Old Testament will appear later. This new transla-
tion appeared without much advertising and has not as
yvet caused much excitement. The 1881 version is now
used mainly as a reference work; the familiar King James
Version held its own in the affections of the people. Only
the passage of a good many years will show what effect
the newer versions of 1946, 1952, and 1961 will have on
the use of the King James Version.

E. E. KOWALKE
A student of the history of the forma-
tion of the Nicene Creed is struck
by the fact that the complicated speculative views
advanced at that time were heterodox (false teaching).
There was a good deal of speculation about Christ as a

Error’s Maze
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man having a physical body and a soul, but without spirit
and will. This Christ became complete only when the
Logos (Word) entered into Him. There was speculation
about a divine being who is Father or Creator, not because
He is so by His substance or essence, but He is so because
He decided that Christ, as a perfect creature and on
account of His moral excellence, became God because the
Logos (Word) entered into Him and gave Him His life
and being. (Adapted from Skard, The Incarnation.)
This very “learned” concept of Christ was all rather com-
plicated — and wrong.

The orthodox view was simple. Christ is true God —
fully, completely God; and Christ is true man — fully,
completely man. This God-Man is our Lord. This declara-
tion of the Nicene Creed is all very simple — and right.

The way of heterodoxy and error is still the same.
Commonly, it is very learned. Unorthodox theology tends
to be intricate, abstruse, even clever. Some of the deepest
thinking the human mind is capable of goes into the for-
mulation of error that tries to pass as truth. (Incidentally,
this may also help to explain why false teachers are so
proud of their wisdom; as products of the human mind,
their intellectual propositions often really are something
amazing.)

But, after all, why should we be surprised to find
error couched in learned and profound terms? The
human mind is competing with God’s truth. It takes
some doing to try to explain away that truth, and at the
same time to attempt to pass off a human fabrication
as God’s truth. C. TorPPE

St. Paul tells us that Christ
supplies us with the Gospel
ministry in its various forms that we be no longer
“tossed to and fro and carried with every wind of doc-
trine.” We all know that tumbleweeds are blown about
by the slightest puff of wind. Christ does not want us
to be spiritual tumbleweeds but staunch upholders and
defenders of the truth. We are not to be weather-vane
Christians, as we are all inclined to be.

Doctrinal Instability

How many of us hold out against all the pressures
of false doctrines to which we are subjected? That is
a mighty hard thing to do these days. We are inclined
to fall for practically every attractive doctrine that we
meet up with, and we have a mighty distaste for any
doctrinal position that would put us out of line with the
general public.

It calls for a lot of spiritual backbone to resist such
influences, and we don’t have it unless the Head of the
Church supplies us with it. It is hard to swim against
the stream, and we today are caught in a mighty current
of doctrinal indifference and broadmindedness. May God
transform us from spiritual tumbleweeds into solid spirit-
ual rocks!

Im. P. FrREY
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