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“THE GIFT FOR JESUS.” We are
anxiously waiting to hear the latest
report on the “Gift for Jesus” collec-
tion from our treasurer, Mr. C.
Niedfeldt. Needless to say that we
are waiting hopefully. Many congre-
gations who had postponed their
collection until the summer, as we
are told, should have finished now.
Other congregations that had not
made their quota have also made up
the deficit by this time. All in all,
the required amount ought to be near
collected within this month. May
the good Lord prosper our efforts.

THE PRAYERS of the Christians
in our Synod will not go unheard
because they are “according to the
will of God,” we mean prayers that
the “Gift for Jesus” collection will
unite every pastor and every member
of our Synod to work conscientiously
to raise the needed money. We need
more workers in the kingdom. And
because we need more workers we
need facilities to house them at our
college in Watertown. These facili-
ties are lacking at this time. We
can’t go on forever housing five men
in rooms that will barely accommo-
date four; we can’t go on using build-
ings that come under the critical eye
of the state, demanding that we make
prohibitive costly alterations if we
intend to continue to use them. We
need those proposed new buildings.

Ed # i

Dr. A. Neill Miller, secretary of the
General Assembly of the Presbyter-
ian Church in Canada, recently warn-
ed the assembly against using pro-
fessional agencies for fund raising
in the church. He said: “It is much
easier to add 100 per cent to the
revenue of a church than to add five
per cent to its membership.... or
even to the frequency of attendance
of its members.” Dr. Miller calls
token-giving by members “an easy
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escape for the uneasy conscience ...
It is a tragic thing that in so many
of our churches giving is regarded as
no more than a mecessary evil Te-
lated to the paying of bills.”

“SALARIES OF MINISTERS had
a hard time climbing up proportion-
ately with living costs in years since
the war,” says The Lutheran. “Unless
somebody on the church board is
specially attentive to promoting an
increase in income for those on
the congregation’s payroll, nothing
happens. Presbyterians are practical.
They set minimum salaries for
pastors, and provide a fund to help
the poorest congregations to measure
up. This spring the Presbyterian
Pennsylvania Synod set the minimum
at $3,600. In the United Lutheran
Church’s Northwest Synod, 50 per
cent of the pastors had been given
salary increases this year. The
average, President Paul Bishop re-
ported last month, is now $3,875, plus
parsonage or rent allowance, and in
two-thirds of the parishes an allow-
ance to a pastor using his car in
parish service (average, $355 a year).
Five per cent of Northwest pastors
had salaries above $6,000. Twenty-
eight per cent were paid $3,000 or
less.”

“THE WRECKERS,” as they call
themselves, entered the church of
Douglass Boulevard Christian Church
and vandalized the church, doing
more than $2,500 damage. They also
damaged the West Broadway Baptist
Church the same night. This all
happened in Louisville, Ky. That
brought the number of schools,
churches and clubs vandalized by
“the Wreckers” to nine. After each
escapade one of the group called
someone connected with the damaged
property and informed him of what
had been done.
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Judge Not, Condemn Not

Luke 6: 36-37

¢¢TDE ye therefore merciful, as

your Father also is merciful.”
This exhortation of the Savior touches
a responsive chord in every believer’'s
heart and conscience. Since God’s
pardoning mercy in Christ Jesus has
given us the boldness and confidence
to call Him our Father, we, too, will
want to show mercy as appreciative
children. Just because we as sin-
ners find our source of blessed peace
and hope in God’s saving mercy, it
also becomes for us a mighty incen-
tive to exercise mercy. As a part
of the true course of mercy Jesus
bids us: “Judge not, and ye shall not
be judged: condemn not, and ye shall
not be condemned.”

A Sad There is a false love and
Perversion mercy, which likes to pa-

rade under the name of
Christian charity, which in reality is,
however, the very opposite of true
love. The Savior’s ‘“judge not . . .
condemn net” is misinterpreted in
such a way that it is made to com-
mend an attitude of indulgent in-
difference toward all sin and error.
Strangely enough, the Savior is mis-
understood as teaching that, in view
of our own inperfections, Christian
love and mercy will never permit us
to find serious fault with the conduct
or the religious convictions of others,
even much less allow us to break fel-
lowship with anyone for clinging {o
sin and pernicious error. If we wish
to tread the path of true Christian
mercy, we need to reject this false
love which the Lord obviously does
not have in mind in His exhortation.

Far From The In unfolding His ex-
Savior’s Mind hortation the Savior

indeed says: “And
why beholdest thou the mote that is
in thy brother’s eye, but perceivest
not the beam that is in thine own
eye? Either how canst thou say to
thy brother, Brother, let me pull out
the mote that is in thine eye, when
thou thyself beholdest not the beam
that is in thine own eye?” It would,
however, be a gross mistake to con-
clude that the Savior is thereby
teaching that the mote in the broth-
er’s eye, the sin or error in which he
is involved, should be of no concern
to us. On the contrary, He is deeply
concerned that the brother receive

the help that he needs. It is for this
very reason that He so earnestly
censures and rebukes the hypocrisy
in which someone undertakes to make
much of the fault of others, while he
is utterly blind to his own faults.
For if a spirit of self-righteousness
should cause us to stop evaluating,
judging, and correcting all our own
thoughts and actions in the light of
God’s Word, we would wholly lack
the spiritual vision which could en-
able us to supply the help that an
erring brother needs. Therefore
Jesus says: “Thou hypocrite, cast out
first the beam out of thine own eye,
and then shalt thou see clearly to
pull out the mote that is in thy broth-
er’'s eye.” The Savior does want to
see the troublesome mote removed,
lest a serious infection ensue; He
does want us to help every ailing
brother and would put us into a
position to supply such help.

“Can the blind lead the
blind? Shall they not both
fall into the ditch?” With
this parable the Savior rebukes all
spiritual blindness, also the blind
love which is indulgent and indiffer-
ent concerning sin and error. With
such a blind mercy the world loves
its own. One encourages and abets
the other in a selfish God-estranged
life, mutually strengthening and ex-
cusing one another in pursuing the
lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life. One blindfolds
the other against the light of God’s
Word, so that the true nature and
curse of sin may not be revealed.
One confirms the other in his empty
claims of merit, in the vain delusion
that he is inherently good and that all
will be well with him now and here-
after. With such a blind love the
children of this world lead each other
into perdition.

A Blind
Love

Unworthy of a It is not such love
Child of God that the Savior com-

mends, when He
says: “Judge not, and ye shall not
be judged: condemn not, and ye shall
not be condemned.” How can it be
anything but a false love which un-
dertakes to hide God’s truth from
others? In true Christian mercy we
are to help others to a realization of
their sins and keep them aware of
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its corruptive, cursed power that they
may embrace the Savior’s pardoning
grace and draw strength from it to
overcome sin. Instead of being un-
concerned about the sin in which a
Christian brother may have fallen
we are in true mercy to tell him his
fault and to make every effort, first
individually and then together with
others, to lead him to repentance;
and if he should impenitently reject
the reproof and admonition from
God’s Word addressed to him by the
entire group of his brethren, they
are finally in a last act of solicitous
love publicly to pronounce him a
heathen man and a publican in the
hope that this may still bring him to
a realization of his spiritual plight.
It would be nothing but the same
false love if we should fail to testify
against error. Christian mercy will
not let us be silent when we see a
Christian brother clinging to some-
thing that stands in opposition to
God’s Word. By hidding Godspeed
to anyone who persistently defends
and teaches error we would make
ourselves partakers of his evil deeds.
We would be sinning against the er-
rorist himself, confirming him in his
false convictions, while we ought to
help him overcome them by testify-
ing firmly against them. We would
be sinning against all of our Chris-
tian brethren, misleading them to be-
come indifferent to the truth. We
would be sinning against our own
soul, exposing it to the dangerous
leaven of error which is never static
but spreads like a cancer. It is false
love, and not mercy, to withhold
God’s own judgment upon sin, God’s

own condemnation of error from
others.
The Savior’s Jesus is indeed

Real Admonition very earnest in

urging God’s chil-
dren: “Judge not . . . condemn not.”
In true mercy He would have us de-
sist from putting ourselves into the
judgment seat, instead of merely
voicing God’s judgment; to desist
from all judging and condemning,
which instead of being based on God’s
Word, flows out of our own thoughts,
out of our own proud, selfish flesh,
all judging and condemning, which
instead of seeking to help the erring
brother, proceeds out of a seli-
righteous delight in magnifying and
exposing the sins of others, all judg-
ing and condemning which goes be-
yond that which is evident. Since only

(Continued on page 229)
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There are good reasons for going to
church, that is, to the church where
the Word of God is preached, not just any kind of
church. Jesus summed it up in the words: “Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word which
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

Sunday Offence

For this time we want to approach it not from the
positive but from the negative side. What is the result
if for frivolous reasons you do not go to church? You
yourself will be the loser and you will also strengthen
others, those who never go to church and also the weak,
in the belief that it is not important. If the lake or
the mountains, the little chores around the house and
the yard, or just plain lack of interest keep you from
church, others are bound to get the impression that it
can well be dispensed with. When strangers attend
a service, as they do nearly every Sunday in almost
every city congregation, and see the vacant pews, which
ought to be filled by members, it is very doubtful that
they will come again. If the church members lightly
stay away from the house of God, any compulsion which
they may have felt will have cold water thrown upon it.

There is a lot of truth in the story that the Christian
of a former generation, driving to church every Sunday
morning a distance of twelve miles in a horse-drawn
lumber wagon, preached a sermon twelve miles long.
Likewise when you put yourself out to go to church,
you are also preaching a sermon, a sermon whose theme
is: Worshipping God and hearing His Word is important,
more important than our personal ease or our little
earthly chores and our physical recreations.

On the other hand, if you grasp at the most trivial
excuse for staying away from the house of God, you
are preaching a sermon, too, a sermon which says in
effect: The Word of God is not very important; a lot of
things are more important. That is the kind of sermon
a lot of church members are preaching, and how glad
unchurched people are to have their own views confirmed
by such church members.

That is what Scripture calls giving offense, encourag-
ing others to adopt or continue in wrong ways to the
harm of their souls. That is no light thing, for Jesus
said: “Woe unto the world because of offences! for it
must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man
by whom the offence cometh!” What kind of sermon
are you preaching on Sunday morning? Are you by
your conduct encouraging or discouraging others from
hearing the Word of God? “Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God.” ISP,

Recently three
bishops, a Cath-
olic, a Methodist, and an Episcopalian, joined forces to
close up the supermarkets in Indianapolis on Sundays.

The Church and Sunday Observance

Leaflets urging a boycott of such supermarkets were
distributed in 500 Protestant and Catholic churches.
Public pressure was to be applied until they remained
closed. Commenting on this a church paper remarked:
“It is to be hoped that the example set by the churches
of Indianapolis will be followed in many other communi-
ties. Interfaith cooperation on social and moral questions
is sanctioned by papal encyclicals and by Protestant
doctrine and practice. We should see more of it.”

That the Catholic Church would like to enforce its
teachings upon the community, and does wherever it is
in control, is no secret, and that that is one of the pet
aims of most Protestant churches in keeping with their
Calvinistic background, is evident on every hand. But
it is not Lutheran doctrine and practice because it is not
Scriptural.

According to Scripture, the Christian Church has
no business to occupy itself with anything that does not
aim at spiritual gains. “My kingdom is not of this world,”
said Jesus in laying down a fundamental principle of
His kingdom. “The weapons of our warfare are not
carnal,” said St. Paul. Outward pressure or compulsion
has no place in the program of Christ’s Church. It has
only one weapon, and that is the Word of God. It strives
for inward conviction, not just outward conformance,
least of all that which results from the application of
outward force. It seeks to change man inside, not just
on the outside. It seeks to get men to believe something
and do something from inner compulsion of the Spirit,
not because it is forced upon them from the outside
contrary to personal convictions. It has been said:
“Necessity is no virtue.” Likewise submission to religious
rules or practices, because the outside pressure can not be
resisted, is no virtue. There is no spiritual gain, oniy
outward conformity. What God wants is the production
of a new creature, otherwise it lies outside of the province
of His Church. “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”

The pressure applied by the churches of Indianapolis
is based on a mistaken doctrine of Sunday, but even
if it involved a Scriptural doctrine, it would still con-
stitute wrong pressure on the part of the Church. That
it not the way God wants the Church to operate. The
owners of the supermarkets would not become Christians
by closing their stores on Sunday under such pressure.
Likewise people do not become Christians by not buying
anything on Sunday. If the Word of God does not
permeate their hearts and they do not believe in Jesus
as their Savior they are as far from being Christians as
before. Outward compulsion is not inward conviction,
and, therefore, constitutes no spiritual gain.
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