eran

“The Lord our God be with us, as He was with ourfathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us.” 1k1nGs 8:57
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Siftings

This is written two weeks after the
convention of our Joint Synod on the
campus of our Northwestern College
at Watertown. We have had time to
do some serious thinking. While
there we took the opportunity to take
a leisurely stroll in the beautiful park
surrounding the college buildings,

viewing the trees — mighty elms,
hard maples, soft maples, and «a
variety of other trees — and the

shrubs so demse that they dared the
passerby to penetrate their foliage.
This well-planned park is a credit to
the foresight of our departed Doctor
Ott, and to his successors.

Looking from the park to our col-
lege buildings did not give us the
same feeling of pride. In contrast
some of them actually looked ugly.
There stands the old dormitory, its
bleak and dirty brick crying out its
age — 100 years old; across the way
stands the old recitation building just
as ugly to look at and feeble with
age. Both these buildings have been
condemned by the state authorities.
Seems to us that it is a shame that
Christian people will wait for the
state to step in and say: “That build-
ing is not fit for further use.” We
ought to have said that long ago. We
hope that every one will say it with
a large contribution when the new
Building Fund Drive will be started.
The more we give the louder will be
our protest against such conditions.
Let us say it loudly with our money.

Delegates at a Synod meeting seem
to generate a healthy appetite. At
least we have never seen SO many
men trying to get through the same
door at the same time whenever the
bell rang to announce that the meal
is served. No standing at your chair
for a long time waiting for the last
man to take his place. They all
seemed to be at their place at the
same time. And they were well fed.

Speaking so that all in attendance
at the Synod meeting can hear what
is being said is still a problem. It
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seems that some speakers believe
that their voice is sufficiently strong
so that they may be heard in all
corners of the hall or they are micro-
phone-shy. It is too bad when men
get up to speak and can not be heard
by many. Straining to hear what is
being said is very tiring. If what we
have to say is important enough to
demand the time of the convention
it ought to be important to the
speaker to make himself heard every-
where. May future speakers keep
this courtesy in mind and speak for
the edification of the body, that
means, speak in such tones that will
be heard by all. At every convention
one hears the complaint, “I didn’t
understand the speaker.” Let us do
away with that by using the micro-
phone if necessary — and nine times
out of tem it is mecessary.

The special meeting of our Joint
Synod will give many living in Mil-
waukee and in the vicinity a good
opportunity to attend the meeting
and hear first hand the issues that
threaten our relationship with the
Missouri Syned. The meetings are
not closed and whoever comes to hear
is welcome. The meeting will be
held October 8 and 9.

Those who raise their eyebrows
over the divisions in the Lutheran
Church do not seem to know that
that Lutherans are not the only ones
who are divided. The Baptist church
in the United States is divided into
24 different bodies, the Methodists
into 22, the Presbyterians into 11.
Why get so excited about the Lu-
therans?

We hope that there will be a great
demand for the essay delivered by
Professor Erwin Kowalke at our Joint
Synod meeting. If you did mot hear
it by all means get a copy; read it,
study it, put in your order for a dozen
copies or more. You will be well
repaid for your effort. It is clear,
concise, and interesting. Above all
it is Scriptural.
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Sermon Delivered at Opening
of Synod

BY

PASTOR JOHN BRENNER
Retiring President

Eph. 1:20-23: “God raised
Christ from the dead, and set
him at his own right hand in
the heavenly places, far above
all principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in
this world, but also in that which
is to come: and hath put all
things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all
things to the church, which is
his body, the fulness of him that
filleth all in all.”

Dear Brethren:

N a world that is frantically

struggling to preserve itself, to
achieve unity and security, little at-
tention is paid to our convention so
long as we consistently adhere to our
one purpose.

In fact, a delegate may feel that he
could employ his time and energy
more profitably if he would apply
himself to the problems with which
mankind is wrestling.

To lead us to appreciate the work
which we are doing in these days
more deeply, to move us to pursue it
more vigorously throughout the year,
and to keep us from straying into
fields that are foreign to us: the
Lord speaks to us in our text. He
shows us:

The Work of the Church to Which
We Are Called Is the All-important
Work on Earth

It is the work about which the
history of mankind before the com-
ing of Christ revolves.

PRESIDENT JOHN BRENNER

I

“God raised him from the dead.”
He died. Who? There can be no
doubt, if we follow the Scriptures.
John testifies: “And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father, full
of grace and truth.” Paul says:
“When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman.” The God-man died.
He suffered the agony of death in
Gethsemane, the torments of hell on
the cross on Golgotha, and then He
laid down His life there with the an-
nouncement, “It is finished.”

His death was the end of the min-
istry of the ‘“servant” of God, as
Isaiah calls Him, which He was to
render during His sojourn here on
earth. i

But why should the Prince of Life
die? There was in Him no cause of
death, no sin whatever. The answer
to our question is the wonderful
counsel of God. ‘“He was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement
of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned everyone to his own way; and
the Lord hath laid upon him thé in-
iquity of us all.” (2 Cor. 5:21.)

His death was a vicarious death, a
sacrificial death. Paul sums the re-
sults up in a few words: “God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them; and hath com-
mitted unto us the word of recon-
ciliation.”

Thus His death was the redemption
of our entire lost race from all sin,
from death, and from the power of
the devil. Because He atoned for
our sins and fulfilled the law for us,
Jesus can say: “I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.”

This counsel of God was not an ac-
cidental thing. It was not only a coun-
sel that encompassed all mankind,
it was formed before creation. We
read: “He hath chosen us in him be-
fore the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame
before him in love.” The creation of
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the world was connected with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

This gospel God kept hefore man-
kind during the four thousand years
that preceded the birth of Christ. He
preached it to our first parents im-
mediately after the fall. For some
1600 years all men heard it. The ark
did not preserve the progress human-
ity had made in matters of this earth,
but only the eight persons who he-
lieved in the coming Savior.

Then followed the revolt of our
race at the Tower of Babel and re-
sulted in its dispersion. But the
gospel had to be preserved, and God
chose Abraham and his seed to be the
bearer of the Promise. To this people
He sent His prophets, and the saving
truth was kept before their eyes by
the many types contained in the
ceremonial law.

Though Israel was in a way the
least among all the nations of the
earth, the fact remains that history
before the advent of the Savior re-
volved about it, or about the building
of the Church of Christ.

With a firm hand God ruled also
the heathens and used them for His
burpose. Egypt had to train the
chosen ones as a nation, but at the
time of His choice the Lord led them
into the promised land. Again and
again nations and tribes were used as
a scourge upon the back of His dis-
obedient children. Assyria had to
carry off the northern kingdom when
the measure of its guilt was full. By
spreading the Greek language, Alex-
ander the Great had to serve the
cause. Caesar Augustus stirred up
the whole world in order to bring
Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem ac-
cording to the prophecy. By cover-
ing the earth, as it were, the Roman
Empire prepared the way for the
work of the apostles.

In short, the one important thing in
the world was the building of the
Church of Christ, throughout this era.

11

This is the work in which the ex-
alted Savior is engaged.

“He died for our sins according to
the Scriptures.” God “raised him
from the dead.” Thereby He justified
the whole world, 2 Cor. 5:19, on the
grounds of His sacrificial death and
His vicarious obedience to the law.
He Himself declared, “It is finished,”
and Hebrews states, “this he did once
when he offered up himself.” No
further expiation is necessary or
possible, and no work of selfim-
molation or merit is required.
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What remains to be done? “He set
him at his own right hand in heavenly
places, far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in
this world, but also in that which is
to come: and hath put all things
under his feet.”

We would have to read our own
ideas into this text if we were to
interpret it as if Christ, having saved
us, put off His human nature to store
it away in a fixed place in heaven.
Remember, God raised Him from the
dead. But we read, “he was put to
death in the flesh.” According to His
divine nature Christ could not die.
Consequently God raised Him up ac-
cording to His human nature. But
the two natures are so closely united
that the blood that was shed in Cal-
vary is called the blood of “his”
(God’s) Son. In other words, God
set the God-man, the Redeemer, at
His own right hand over everything
and everybody with power and au-
thority to rule. Our Savior is the
supreme ruler of all things in heaven
and on earth. That is the situation
today, and that will be the case unto
the end of days.

He governs nature, sending good
weather down upon men, but destruc-
tive storms, floods, and earthquakes
as well. He give life, and He takes
it. He feeds and clothes all mortals
and directs the life of the individual.
He governs also the heathen nations;
He makes all decisions for their
future; He raises them up and casts
them down: all to achieve His pur-
pose.

No, He does not exercise His will
arbitrarily. He had a fixed plan; He
is engaged in a definite work, “He
gave him to be the head over all
things to the church, which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all.”

The one task He is pursuing is that
of building the Church which He
founded by His suffering and death.
The building of the Church is the one
worthwhile work here on earth, the
only work for which it continues to
exist. Peter says: “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness, but is long-
suffering to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.” Now we can
understand Paul when he says: “All
things are yours” and, Romans 8:
“We know that all things work to-
gether for good to them that love

God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.”
How does He do this?
are the Means of Grace. By them He
leads men to repentance. As the
exalted prophet He gives “some, apos-
tles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of

Christ.”

As the high priest, He dispenses
to the sinners the fruits of His sacri-
fice, again through the Means of
Grace. Wherever these means are
in use, He is present, creating in the
sinners the faith in which he has the
full and free forgiveness of his sins,
by which the breaker of the law is
justified, and the child of perdition
is made a child of God in which the
Spirit cries, Abba, Father.

John calls attention to another
function of the exalted high priest
when he says: “If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is
the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.”

As the exalted king, He rules in
the hearts and lives of all believers.
Paul describes this in his epistle to
the Galatians: “Nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me;
and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave him-
self for me.”

As our king, He, furthermore,
guides and protects His Church in
its battles against the world, faithful
to His promise, “Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the
world.”

Let the diplomats do their best to
hold the world together for the time
being, and let every Christian give
them honest obedience and support
in their efforts, for God has ordained
civil government for this purpose.
But we are not dependent on them.
The final decision rests in the hands
of the God-man whom God has set at
His own right hand; we have His
promise: “The gates of hell shall not
prevail against it (the Church of
Christ).”

We do not know the plans of the
exalted Lord, but we do know that
He is set over all things in order that
He may build the Church unto its
completion, and that, when He shall
come again in power and glory, there
will be children of God who stand at

His means
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His right hand and who will inherit
the Kingdom that shall endure in all
eternity, while the present world will
be destroyed with fire together
with everything else humanity has
achieved.

The only enduring work on earth is
that of building the Kingdom of God
under Him who founded it by His
suffering and death.

III

This is the all-important work to
which we are called.

From what we have heard, it is
clear that Jesus Christ Himself does
all the work pertaining to the King-
dom of God — its edification and
preservation — but He is invisible
and intangible and will remain so till
the Day of Judgment. We shall not
discuss at this time His governance
of nature, nor the manner in which
He guides the affairs of nations. Lef
us confine our attention to the build-
ing of the Church. In our text the
Church is called “the body of Christ,
the fulness of him that filleth all in
all”> This is no empty figure of
speech. All believers are indeed
truly members of Christ and, as we
have heard, He actually lives in their
hearts and moves and directs them.
He works through the Church, and to
the Church He has given the means
by which the Kingdom of God is built.

No, He did not give these means
to one man and to his successors, nor
to the College of Bishops and to those
upon whom they would bestow their
authority and power through ordina-
tion.

Surely He did institute the public
ministry, but only to “perfect the
saints for the edifying of the body
of Christ” The saints are all be-
lievers, and not the minister only.
We read, Ephesians 4, 15. 16, that we
are “to grow up in him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ; from.
whom the whole body fitly joined to-
gether and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to
the effectual working in the measure
of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in
love.”

You certainly have memorized
John 20 and are well acquainted with
Matthew 18.

All believers are the Church, the
royal priesthood, through which the
Lord edifies His body. And every
believer will, appreciating the grace
God has bestowed on him, say with
Peter, “We cannot but speak the




