with our fathers; /eszmnpt/eaVe us, nor forsake us.
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Siftings

It is time to think of the renewal
of your subscription to the North-
western Lutheran or a new subscrip-
tion either for yourself or for others.
Some congregations have made a
concerted effort to place the North-
western Lutheran into as many
homes as possible, believing that it
is indispensable if one wants to keep
in close touch with the affairs of
our Synod. This is certainly the
desire of every Christian among us.
The Northwestern Lutheran is not
appealing for new subscribers on the
basis of popularity or for the sake
of the publication itself but on the
basis that it is the organ of our synod
and for that reason ought to be read
in every home lest the synod become
a stranger to our people. Your
subscription will begin with any
issue. Order it now.

The New Revised Standard Version
of the Bible will be used in the
Lutheran churches (excepting the
Synodical Conference) if the editors
of Lutheran papers and others will
have their way. It seems that the
old Revised Version has been in use
in many Lutheran church bodies for
some time and they are now using the
New Revised Version. The United
Lutheran Church, however, is still
insisting that the old King James
translation be used for the reading
of the Gospel and Epistle in the
church service. It is believed that
the United Lutheran Church will
agree with the other Lutheran bodies
to use the New Revised Version.
Attention is called to the fact that
most European countries revise the
translation of the Bible about every
25 years. Why should not we of
the English speaking world?

According to the Lutheran “Roman
Catholics in Communist Czechoslo-
vakia may get married without the
presence of a priest because of
‘present difficulties’ in that country,

The Northwestern Lutheran
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the Vatican Radio said in a special
broadcast to Czech and Slovak lis-
teners. The broadcast said that
weddings could be solemized and
have full validity of an ecclesiastical
ceremony without the presence of a
priest if the bride and groom make
a statement before two witnesses to
the effect that they want to enter
into a marriage ‘Valid before God
and His church.” Since the Council
of Trent in the 16th century, the
presence of a priest as well as wit-
nesses has been ordinarily necessary
for the walidity of a Catholic mar-
riage when one or both parties are
Catholic.” What does this decree
do to the belief that marriage is a
sacrament? Can a sacrament be
celebrated by the secular state?

The Rev. Lewis Miller of Normal,
Illinois was fined $100 for disor-
derly conduct. This grew out of
an argument with an officer on the
police force of that city. The Rev.
Miller was one of the ministers who
was persuaded by some of his breth-
ren in the ministry to rid the country
of gambling houses and houses of ill-
fame. He thought he had a case
against a poolroom in his home town.
He tried to persuade Patrolman
Lanham, who was off duty at the
time, to raid the local poolroom.
When the patrolman asserted that
he was off duty the Reverend Miller
made such a scene that he was taken
before the judge and finded $100
for disturbing the peace. Let the
cobbler stick to his lasts.

It seems now that Reformation
festival will be remembered in many
areas of the United States with much
ado. Will the real cause of the
Reformation be vigorously displayed
or will some by-line be vehemently
espoused? Unless the heart of the
Reformation (justification by faith)
is emphasized the whole is of no use.
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“Thy Word Is A Lamp Unto My Feet

And A Light Unto My Path”

Psalm 119, 105

HAT we as Lutheran Christians
have learned to understand and
to share this joyful confession of the
inspired psalmist is a blessed fruit
of the Reformation. Every Refor-
mation Festival is to strengthen us
in this confession and to lead us to
rejoice in it more fully.

The Only Light

For The
Psalmist

Only he can truly share
the psalmist’s joyful con-
fession who looks to God’s
Word as the absolute authority for
Christian faith and life. In the midst
of darkness the psalmist rejoices over
the bright lamp which lights his way.
This light is indispensable. Without
it he could not find the way which
he is treading or keep from stumbling
on its course. Yet to his joy he
holds a light which marks his path
and illuminates it. As a bright
torch it guides his feet in every step
that he takes, it reveals every stone
and rut which could cause him to
stumble, every by-path which would
lead him astray, every steep decline
which threatens a fatal fall. He is
pressing forward on the spiritual
path of blessed fellowship with God
which leads to eternal life in His pres-
ence. This is a path which is hidden to
sinful man in the darkness of his
depravity, his guilt, and his merited
condemnation. Yet the psalmist
knows the blessed light of God’s
Word, the Holy Scriptures, whereby
he has found this path and is now
enabled to press forward upon it in
safety. “Thy word is a lamp unto
my feet and a light upon my path.”

The Apostle Peter expresses this
truth under the same figure in the
New Testament, saying: “We have
also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto we do well that we take

heed, as unto a light that shineth in
a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your
hearts.”  Until the break of Judg-
ment Day the light of the Holy
Scriptures has been given to us to
guide us through the darkness of
sin and death unto life eternal. “For
the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” Because they
are God’s inspired and infallible
Word, the Holy Scriptures, and they
alone, can serve as our true unerring
light.

For Luther Also Luther groped
about in the darkness
of fear and despair until God taught
him to walk in the light of His
Word. Though the Bible had never
been an unknown book to him he
had been directed away from its
guiding light. The traditions of the
church, the statements of the Popes,
the decisions of the church councils,
the teachings of the church fathers
— all these human authorities had
been, pushed into the foreground
and the teachings of Holy Secripture
had been perverted to harmonize
with them. Through the light of
Scripture itself God, however, led
Luther to discard all these false
authorities and to look to His Word
as the only light and norm for
Christian faith and life. Having
come to share the psalmist’s joyful
confession he clung to it also over
against the reformers who fell into
the error of assigning to human rea-
son an authority superior to that of
Holy Scriptures. While these re-
formers taught that God does not
bid us to believe anything which is
an offense to our reason, Luther
clearly testified that we dare not
presume to set up our reason as a
judge over anything that God clearly
asserts in His Word.
For Us In confessing: “Thy word
is a lamp unto my feet and
a light unto my path” we, too, can
do justice to the psalmist’s confes-
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sion only inasmuch as we look to the
Holy Scriptures as the only light that
can guide us on the path of blessed
fellowship with God. God’s Word
itself leads us to this confession.
The comfort and assurance which
it bestows gives us strength to reject
every false authority which would
displace God’s Word. It induces us
to reject every argument of human
reason which contradicts God’s Word,
every human authority which would
exalt itself above Scripture in the
church, every appeal to numbers
whereby God’s Word is disregarded,
every assault whereby human reason
seeks to discredit the Scriptures as
the verbally inspired and inerrant
Word of God. First and foremost
it will induce us to wage an untiring
battle against the presumptuous pride
of our own fleshly reason, which is
continually offended by the truths
of God’s Word and only too ready
to correct it.

A Clear Light

Joining in the psalmist’s joyful
confession also means to assert the
clarity of Scripture. Only because
the Word of God is clear, only
because it is able to convey and to
impart its enlightening message can
the psalmist compare it to a light
and to a lamp.

Outward Clarity It is first of all

an outward clarity
which Scripture ascribes to itself.
It consists in this that in the words
and sentences of intelligible, compre-
hensible human language Scripture
states all the truths which we need
to know for our faith and life. This
outward clarity is affirmed by every
exhortation of Holy Writ — that we
use it to recognize the truth, to ward
off error and false doctrine, to detect
and reject false teachers; it is assert-
ed in every earnest warning against
adding anything to God’s Word or
subtracting anything from it. That
it be clear to us, of course, calls for
careful, patient study, some parts
more, others less. Every statement
must be carefully considered in its
closer and wider context. We need
to let Scripture explain Scripture,
considering all texts in which it
teaches any specific truth. Yet
Scripture is clear in itself, it clearly
presents the truths of original sin,
of our total depravity, of our separa-
tion from God, of our inability to

(Continued on page 326)











































