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Siftings

The Christian Reformed Church
has issued a warning to the boys of
its denomination to keep out of the
Boy Scout organization. At its an-
nual meeting held in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, the synod announced its
policy in regard to the Boy Scout
movement that “the Boy Scout move-
with the committee entrusted with
the investigation and study of the
movement the “the Boy Scout move-
ment lacks an ‘adequate religious
basis’.” The Christian Reformed
Church has its own youth organiza-
tion and will attempt to get its boys
into this organization. We would
have preferred to read that the Boy
Scout movement has a false religi-
ous basis instead of “no adequate re-
ligious basis” — but, then, the fact
that the church recognizes the evil
of the Boy Scout movement is
enough. May other churches follow
the example.

Dr. George Crane, the well-known
psychologist and  columnist, has
something to say about the atheists
which is to the point. According to
an ‘Exchange’ he exposes the fallacy
of the atheists to deny the existence
of God in order to remove all oc-
casion for worry about sin. Dr.
Crane is quoted to have said, “It isw’t
a simple job to deny God, for they
always have difficulty selling them-
selves on the logic of their own argu-
ments. As a result they feel im-
pelled to deny God again and again,
with much heat and vehemence, just
to persuade their own conscience.
They talk loudly and violently to
drown out their own sunrise.” Dr.
Crane continues, “God’s existence can
be proved by logic. You don’t have
to invoke faith. Hwman experience
has mever given us one shred of fac-
tual evidence to support the creation
of a machine by chance happening or
cataclysm . . . All human experience
which is the basis of science, there-
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fore proves that a creator must al-
ways be behind a machine or syn-
chronizing system. Since the uni-
verse is a synchronizing machine of
such precise timing that we even set
our watches by the movements of the
heavenly bodies, then there must
have been a Creator. That is the
only logical deduction we can make.”
Read Romans 1, 19-20.

Dr. Nau, aged 69 years, has set sail
for India to begin mission work
among the millions of Mohamme-
dans. He was president of Immanuel
Lutheran College of Greenshoro, N.
C. affiliated with our Negro mission
of the South. Some years ago it was
this same man who traveled to
Nigeria to begin our mission work
among the blacks of that country.
Today, at his advance age, he is un-
dertaking another mission effort. He
calls India his “home.” It was in
India that he first began his career
as a Christian missionary. Now he
is returning “home” to bring Christ
to the benighted Moslem. May God
grant this courageous missionary a
happy landing and success in his
work among the followers of Islam.

Enrollment in the nine United Lu-
theran seminaries has more than
doubled during the last ten years.
More than 1,300 young men are now
in colleges or seminaries preparing
for the ULCA ministry. The pre-
sent supply of candidates for the
ministry is sufficient to take care of
the needs of the United Lutheran
church. In fact, the supply is such
it “will make it possible to maintain
very high standards in selecting stu-
dents for the ministry,” reports the
Lutheran.

When will we of the Joint Synod
of Wisconsin be able to give our
people such a cheering report? God
speed the day.
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Beware Of False Prophets

Matthew 7, 15-20

UCH caution is exercised in our
day in matters pertaining to
our physical life. Doctors recom-
mend regular physical examinations
and advise a checkup upon the first
symptoms of any organic disorder.
When a contagious disease breaks
out the afflicted ones are isolated or
at least a placard is put up to warn
the healthy of the presence of the
disease. Sanitation and health rules
are taught to the children as soon as
they enter school. Pure food laws
and government inspection aim to
provide us with wholesome food
supplies.

In matters pertaining to the wel-
fare of our souls the trend is, how-
ever, in the very opposite direction,
away from caution. God’s Word,
which centers in the Gospel message
of His grace in Christ Jesus, is still
the only thing that can bring life,
health, and well-being to our souls.
Yet all about us we meet with much
indifference in the matter of pre-
serving God’s Word in all of its truth
and purity. All too readily the ac-
cusation of narrow-minded bigotry
and loveless separatism is hurled
against anyone who is still very sen-
sitive about false doctrine, who
warns against every departure from
God’s Word, who will not hold out
the hand of fellowship to errorists
or make common cause with their
errors. Such accusations do not fail
to make a disturbing impression
upon us. More than ever do we
therefore stand in need of pondering
the Savior’s earnest warning: ‘“Be-
ware of false prophets.”

Our Savior Bids It

We are often faced
with difficulties as
we try to exercise
caution in guarding our physical
health. Authorities frequently dis-
agree in what we ought to do. Often
enough they contradict one another
in the precautionary measures which
they propose. How can we exercise
proper care when we do not know
whose advice to follow? Yet we
need not be similarly perplexed in

Whose Counsel
Is Trustworthy

exercising the proper care for our
soul’s welfare. There is only one
Lord in the Church, only one Lord
who provides and cares for our soul.
It is our Savior Jesus Christ, who
has redeemed us from sin, death, and
hell, who in His Word extends and
imparts full salvation to us as a pure
gift of His grace. In Him we have
a Lord who never errs, whose judg-
ment is never faulty or out-dated.
Whatever caution this Lord therefore
urges us to exercise is ever trust-
worthy and full of blessing. It is
He who earnestly warns us to be-
ware of false prophets.

Who Ezxhorts ¢ .. . which come
In Love to you in sheep’s

clothing, but in-
wardly they are ravening wolves.”
With this description of the false
prophets the Savior Himself points
to the reason why we stand in great
need of bewaring of them. False
prophets are those who in their
teaching deviate from God’s holy
Word, demand recognition for their
errors, seek to spread them and win
adherents for them. These false
prophets come to us; they are not
sent by God, for it is His desire that
nothing but His pure Word be pro-
claimed to us. “If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of God.”
Yet those who come to us as false
prophets will not appear as such out-
wordly. They will come in sheep’s
clothing, looking much like the true
members of Christ’s flock. Often
enough they are themselves deceived
by their own sheep’s clothing. For
the false prophets which Jesus has
iri mind are those which arise from
the midst of professing Christians.
The name of Christ will be on their
lips, the Bible will be in their hands.
They may stand in high office in the
visible church, they may be enjoying
great renown as Christian teachers
and be honored by a large following.
Their activity will often have the ap-
pearance of unselfish zeal, of great
love and piety. On another occasion
Jesus points out that they ‘shall
show great signs and wonders; inso-
much that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.”
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Against Yet in spite of their de-
Langer ceptive appearance they

are in reality “ravening
wolves.” They are that whether they
are conscious of their false teaching
or not. They threaten Christ’s flock,
His believers, with harm and des-
truction. Jesus would have us know
that it is not a light and harmless
thing to deviate from His Word.
False doctrine undermines, breaks
down, and destroys spiritual life.
That the Lord in His grace often pre-
vents it from becoming fatal, even
in the false prophets themselves, is
quite beside the point. In His
Savior’s love the Lord is seeking to
preserve His precious Word for us
and others, His Word which He has
given to us as the Bread of Life,
whereby alone faith is created,
nourished, and preserved unto eter-
nal life. Adulterate the Word by
cmitting something, changing some-
thing, adding something, or compro-
mising any part of it, and faith is
endangered. Hence the Savior bids
us to beware of false prophets, bids
us to detect them, to recognize them
for what they really are, to mark
them, to avoid them, and to have no
fellowship with them, lest we suffer
spiritual harm through their destruc-
tive activity. Yet how shall we be
enabled to see through their sheep’s
clothing and recognize them as false
prophets?

Our Savior Himself Directs Us

We Know Trees
By Their Fruit

In doing so Jesus
employs a new
picture: “Ye shall
know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a cor-
rupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
A good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit. Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Where-
fore by their fruits ye shall know
them.” A tree cannot change its
fruit. The fruit which you find on
a tree once and for all decides its
worth in the matter of offering
wholesome, nourishing food. Though
the leaves and blossoms of thorns
and thistles may be ever so fine and
appealing, no one who has examined
the kind of fruit which they bear
vsill let himself be deceived. No one

(Continued on page 214)










































