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DO YOU KNOW that
the Wisconsin Synod gained 12,000
souls, 3,000 communicants and 1,500
voters during 1948? Read the report
of our Statistician in this issue.

Siftings

An interesting decision was handed
down by the Supreme Court of the
State of Illinois in regard to the edu-
cation of a child. A mother, a mem-
ber of the Seventh-Day Adventist
Church, did not send her seven-year-
old child to the public school, to no
school in fact. For this failure she
was arrested and fined $5. The
mother contended that there is mo
better teacher than the mother, pro-
vided she has the necessary qualifica-
tions. This mother did, since she was
a college graduate. The case was
appealed to the Supreme Court. This
court reversed the decision of the
lower court and said that the mother
may do this as her right within the
law if the education received at home
is equivalent to that of the public
school. Ewery freedom-loving Chris-
tian will rejoice to read this.

We clipped the following item from
the Lutheran Witness. “At the an-
nual meeting of Protestants and
Other Americans United for the
Separation of Church and State
(12,000 members in 22 states),
Democratic Representative Graham
A. Barden said he plans to reintro-
duce as soon as possible his bill con-
fining Federal aid to public schools.
A resolution was adopted commend-
ing President Truman for accepting
the resignation of Myron C. Taylor as
personal representative to the Vatican
and urging him not to appoint a suec-
cessor. 3,000 at the mass meeting
heard Dr. C. C. Morrison, former
editor of Christian Century, praise
POAU for its stand against released-
time religious education in public
schools. ‘Protestantism,” he said, ‘has
an incomparably greater stake in the
separation of Church and State than
it could possibly have in the trivial
religious education toy called released
time.” Dr. Glen L. Archer, executive
secretary of PAOU, warned that ‘a
vicious campaign is being waged
against the public school system’ and
that ‘a well-organized, highly financed
campaign is in progress to obtain
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federal funds for parochial schools’.
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BY THE EDITOR

The Protestant Episcopal Church
still stands on the Scripture in
regard to “women speaking in the
church.” The diocese of Michigan
at its 117th diocesan convention
again took up the question for debate
at the request of some of its inter-
ested women. The proposal to amend
the canons providing for the eiection
of women to local vestries was de-
cisively defeated. The convention
was held in Detroit February 1-2.

In regard to the “racial problem”
so much discussed in our day, mostly
by sentimental fanatics, Bishop Walls
said, speaking in the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine in New York, “The
church will free its soul and hands
only if it removes from itself the
stigma that it is the most segregated
institution in the United States.”
The bishop said this with regard to
race separation, meaning especially
the segregation of whites and blacks.
So many of the leaders of our nmation
have gone over the top imn a senti-
mental way on this issue. Now many
of the churches (as one might ex-
pect) are beginning to make an issue
of it as though it were a religious
problem instead of a purely social
issue. Where does the Bible tell me
that just because a person is a fellow
Christian that I must have social
intercourse with him? It does say,
of course, that we are to receive the
needy, the poor and the persecuted
and, if meed be, shelter them and
give them food, but beyond that we
have mo social obligation to them.
That incessant talk and propaganda
has done irreparable harm already
in our fair city. Ask the police.
Let’s be sober about this.

The International Council of Reli-
gious Education which produced the
Revised Standard Verson of the New
Testament and which appeared on the
public market in 1946 has given notice
that the Old Testament will be fin-
ished in 1952 and that then the whole
Bible will appear in the new trans-
lation.
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Qur Savior’s Burial
John 19, 38-42

A Seal Of His Savior’s Death

A Detailed
Account

When we carry a loved
one tc the grave there
can no longer be any
doubt concerning the fact that such
a loved one has really died. Thus
God in His Word also tells us in
considerable detail how Jesus was
buried that Satan might never be able
to trouble us with any doubts about
the fact that the Savior truly died for
us on Calvary’s cross. St. John
writes: “After this Joseph of Ari-
mathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly for fear of the Jews, besought
Pilate that he might take away the
body of Jesus.” Pilate had just dealt
with the Jewish leaders who were
loathe to have the Passover Sabbath
desecrated by unburied corpses ex-
posed to view. Upon their request
he had therefore given orders to his
soldiers to hasten the death of the
crucified ones by breaking their bones
so that their bodies could be taken
down and still removed from sight
before the Sabbath began at sundown
on Good Friday. St. John as an eye-
witness tells us that the soldiers
carried out these orders in the case
of the two malefactors. But when
they came to the Savior’s cross they
saw that Jesus had already died.
Yet to make assurance doubly sure
one of them pierced the Savior’s side
with a spear, and forthwith there
came out blood and water. When
Joseph, however, came to Pilate re-
questing the body of Jesus for burial
these soldiers had not yet returned
and made their report. Pilate, mar-
veling that Jesus was already dead,
therefore called the centurion who
had supervised the crucifixion and
asked him whether Jesus had been
any while dead. Only after he knew
it of this centurion who had himself
witnessed the Savior’s death did
Pilate give the body of Jesus to
Joseph. “He came therefore and
took the body of Jesus,” took it down
from the cross to prepare it for
burial in the tomb.

Vital
For Us

Since Christ’s death is
thus sealed and attested
in these burial arrange-
ments we may joyfully embrace all
that God in His Word testifies con-
cerning it. In joyful faith we may

embrace what Jesus Himself pro-
claimed when He gave up His spirit
in death, crying out with a loud
voice: “It is finished.” This is our
great comfort that with His death
Jesus finished His Savior’s work, pro-
cured for us sinners a perfect and
eternal redemption from sin, death,
and hell. That is also what the
heavenly Father proclaimed when in
the very moment of Christ’s death
He caused the veil of the temple
before the Holy of Holies to be rent
in twain from top to bottom. It was
a mighty testimony that with His own
life-blood Christ, our great and per-
fect High Priest, had now entered
into the holy presence of God and
made an all-sufficient atonement for
all sin. Through faith in Him we
enjoy forgiveness of sins so that
there is no longer anything that can
separate us from God for time and
eternity.

A Prelude Of His
Glorious Exaltation

In The Tomb It is significant
Of A Rich Man that the Savior’s

body was put to
rest in the rock-hewn tomb of a rich
man, in a tomb surrounded by a
garden. This was not the kind of
grave that his enemies had planned
for Him. The body of anyone cru-
cified as a transgressor, if not cast
into some convenient pit, was hur-
riedly put into the ground somewhere
near the scene of execution. Such a
grave the Jewish leaders also had in
mind for Jesus when they asked
Pilate to have the bones of the cruci-
fied ones broken that their bodies
might be taken down and removed.
But it was not God’s will and counsel
that His incarnate Son, having atoned
for the sins of mankind, should be
buried as a malefactor. Already
through Isaiah God had prophesied
of His Great Servant that though His
grave had been appointed with the
wicked it should and would actually
be with the rich in His death. Thus
when the time was at hand God pre-
pared willing men, Joseph and Nico-
demus, to carry out His holy will and
to fulfill His word. Thereby even in
the humiliation of His burial Christ’s
honor and glory began to shine forth
as a prelude to His full exaltation.
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Even in His burial He was still God’s
incarnate Son, our appointed Medi-
ator and Savior, in whom dwelt all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
By resting in the tomb He has hal-
lowed our graves, turned them into
quiet resting chambers for all who die
trusting in His redeeming death.
When death has overtaken us and our
bodies rest in the grave we, too, will
not cease being what we have become
through faith in Christ, God’s dear
children.

In A New  St.
Tomb

John points out
that Joseph’s rock-hewn
tomb in which the Sav-
ior’s body was put to rest was “a new
sepulchre wherein was never man yet
laid.” Joseph had prepared it for
himself and his family, but it had not
yet been used. It was undefiled by
death, decay, and corruption. Only
such a tomb could be a fitting resting
chamber for the body of Jesus, for
through David in the sixteenth psalm
it was prophesied of the Savior that
God would not leave His soul in hell,
nor suffer His Holy One to see cor-
ruption. For this very reason it was
impossible, however, that He should
remain in death. Thus His burial
had to serve for His glorious resur-
rection on the third day; and all the
burial arrangements that were under-
taken found their real purpose and
function on Easter morn in manifest-
ing and proclaiming His glorious
resurrection. After Pilate had given
the body of Jesus to Joseph he bought
fine linen for His burial. He was
joined by Nicodemus who brought
with him an almost super-abundant
supply of burial spices, a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about an hundred
pound weight. After having taken
the body of Jesus down from the
cross and carried it to Joseph’s gar-
den tomb they carefully wound the
bands of fine linen around the body,
with spices lavishly strewn between
each layer. The Savior’s head they
wrapped in a special way with a
linen napkin. So laid they the body
of Jesus into the sepulchre, as a last
thing rolling a stone unto its door.

Preparing For
The Easter
Message

These very burial
arrangements served
on Easter morning
to attest the great
resurrection truth. When God’s angel
came down and rolled back the stone
from the door of the tomb it was
revealed as an empty one, proclaim-

(Continued on page 101)
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Aside from the story of
Jonah and the great fish
perhaps no story in the Bible has been ridiculed so much
as an incredible superstition and as a physical impos-
sibility as the account that the sun stood still at the
command of Joshua, related in the tenth chapter of the
Book of Joshua. It has been said that this flies in the
face of science.

It has been declared that the statement that the
sun stood still shows that the Bible thought that change
from day to night was due to the movement of the sun,
whereas science has proved that it is due to the move-
ment or rotation of the earth. But that does not prove
that the Bible denies the rotation of the earth. In the
account of Joshua the intention was not to give a lesson
in science but to record a natural phenomenon in the
ordinary language of men. Even men of science today
in their ordinary speech refer to the sun as rising and
setting though they are convinced that it is the rotation
of the earth that causes day and night. It is simply
the ordinary way of speaking, and none would think
of accusing them of scientific inaccuracies. So the
Bible in speaking of the sun as standing still was merely
employing the current way of speaking and was not
denying the rotation of the earth.

The March issue of the Readers Digest quotes from
Dr. Velikovsky’s book, “Worlds In Collision,” shortly to
be published, to demonstrate that the sun stood still not
only once but more often. The Russian-born author, who
pursued scientific studies in the universities of a number
of countries, has an unassailable standing as a scholar
and scientist. Though the purpose was not to prove the
truth of the Bible, he does marshal a mass of circum-
stantial evidence that what is reported about the sun
in the Book of Joshua actually happened.

He shows from the literature and records of nations,
tribes and peoples in various parts of the world that
everywhere there was a tradition of such a thing having
happened and at that particular time. The evidence in
the preserved records is world-wide.

He also offers a scientific explanation of the physical
cause of the event which affected the calendar. He
attributes it to the fact that an outlaw comet invaded
the earth’s orbit and so slowed up the speed of the
earth’s rotation. He offers evidence that it happened not
only that time but on other occasions. Such an invasion
of the earth’s orbit results in showers of meteorites,
which seem to confirm the statement in the Book of
Joshua in connection with the stoppage of the sun:
“The Lord cast down great stones from heaven.”

We make mention of Dr. Velikovsky’s scientific
theories not for the purpose of proving the truth of the
Bible or to bolster up the Christian’s faith. The Bible
requires no proof, for it is God’s own inspired Word, and
no amount of scientific arguments can create Christian
faith. That is a mysterious work which the Holy Ghost
performs in the hearts of men through the agency of
God’s Word. Faith would no longer be faith if it were
produced by the proofs of science or proofs convincing
to human reason.

Did the Sun Stand Still?

How blessed we are that we have the unchangeable,
everlasting Word of God on which to rest our faith and
not merely on such a changeable, fluctuating thing as
“science.” What one scientist ridicules as a scientific
impossibility another scientist of equal or superior stand-
ing proclaims as a scientific probability or even actuality.
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Fourscore and Seven Year after year patriotic gather-
ings in every part of our
country are inspired anew by Lincoln’s Gettysburg
address which begins with the familiar words: Fourscore
and seven years ago. These words were first uttered
by this great president November 19, 1863, when a part
of the famous battlefield at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
was dedicated as a national cemetery. That happened
fourscore and seven years after the signing of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776.

This year, in 1950, the opening words of the Gettys-
burg Address will have aspecial significance. Exactly
fourscore and seven years will have gone by since the
address was spoken for the first time, and this year
it is two times “fourscore and seven” years ago since our
nation was born. At Gettysburg, Abraham Lincoln stood
about halfway between 1776 and 1950.

Fourscore and seven years ago our Wisconsin Synod
was a mere “child” of thirteen years, but it is observing
its Centennial Year at the present time. Its first semi-
nary was established fourscore and seven years ago, in
1863, and our Northwestern College was also founded
at that time. The history of the Wisconsin Synod
becomes all the more interesting against the background
of American history.

0. A. LEMKE.

Did Christ Have Evil Thoughts? It has come to my

(An Explanation) attention that a sen-
tence in my first essay on the Devil (February 26, p. 72)
has been grossly and dangerously misunderstood as
though Jesus admitted evil thoughts into His pure heart
when he was “troubled” by those very sinful thoughts
with which the devil attacked Him.

The point of the paragraph is that there really is a
devil. Those thoughts could not spring up in Jesus’
heart, but they were suggested to Him from without. It
lay outside the scope of my article to discuss in detail
how, in what manner, Jesus fought our battle for us in the
wilderness and on the victory. It was sufficient for my
purpose to note that there were some very sinful thoughts
which were shot at Him and which caused Him immense
trouble.

Since, however, more has been read into my words
than they were meant to say, a few additional remarks
will be pardoned.

Heb. 2, 18, has this brief remark about Jesus that He
suffered being tempted.” Yes, He suffered intensely
when the devil approached Him with his evil sugges-
tions. He never permitted those thoughts to enter His
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