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“The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us’ 1KINGS 8:57
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Ought not Christ to have suffered these things,
and to enter into His Glory

Luke 24:26
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“If A Man Keep My Saying,
He Shall Never See Death”
John 8, 46-59

66 E shall not surely die.”

Y Through this lie of Satan
man was seduced to transgress the
will of his gracious God and death
entered into the world. “And so
death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned.” Yet to sinful man-
kind, subject to death, Jesus holds
out the Dblessed promise: “Verily,
verily, I say unto you, If a man keep
my saying, he shall never see death.”

The Promise of Jesus,
The Sinless One

A Truthful When Jesus made this
Saying blessed statement He

was speaking to His
bitter enemies. He had just faced
them with the challenge: “Which of
you convinceth me of sin? And if I
say the truth, why do ye not believe
me?” Only one wholly without sin
could dare to speak thus to his
enemies who were intent upon find-
ing fault against Him. Yet they were
unable to take up His challenge, un-
able to show Him guilty of a single
sin. Yes, Jesus is the sinless one;
but this very fact gives us also the
assurance that He neither erred nor
deceived in anything that He stated.
We may confidently build our trust
and hope on His word, also on the
blessed promise that if a man keep
His saying he shall never see death.

It was an ominous
warning which Jesus
on this occasion ad-
dressed to the unbelieving Jews, say-
ing: “Ye shall die in your sins.” To
die in sin is the most dreadful thing
that could befall any man. Death is
the wages of sin. It brings this life
to an end in a violent separation of
body and soul. Sinful man whose
heart clings to the things of this life
is therefore most reluctant to see the
hour draw nigh when he will be cut
off from all earthly fellowship, hon-
ors, goods, and enjoyments. Still
death does not mean annihilation. “It
is appointed unto men once to die,
put after this the judgment.” Man
is and ever remains accountable to
his God and Creator. Upon temporal
death man must still appear before

Meeting a
Great Need

the judgment throne of God who in
His holiness and righteousness hates
sin and threatens to punish it. All
who come before Him with the full
load of their sin and guilt will there-
fore be turned away into perdition,
into everlasting shame and pain. For-
saken of God, they will suffer death
eternally, every dying, yet unable to
die. This is what it really means to
die in sin, to see death, to taste death
eternally. This would be also our lot,
if we had not the Savior’s blessed
promise: “If any man keep my say-
ing, he shall not see death.”

Offering Life
and Salvation

As we keep Christ’s
saying, as in God-
given faith we em-
brace His Gospel, His gracious word
of forgiveness we shall not see death.
Through His word we are already
comforted against the sorrows of
parting at temporal death. Though
we enjoy God’s earthly blessings and
receive them with joy and thanks-
giving, we are nevertheless conscious
of the fact that this enjoyment is im-
perfect because of our sinfulness and
thus look forward to the perfect
enjoyment of God’s goodness in
heaven. In our faith we have a long-
ing to be delivered from our sinful
flesh, a desire to see our bitter battle
against sin and temptation brought to
a victorious close. As we cling to
Christ’s word in faith the thought of
appearing before God’s judgment
throne is no longer a frightening one,
for we have the assurance through
this word that our sins are blotted
out in God’s sight and thus look for-
ward to a glorious resurrection from
the grave on judgment day and to a
gracious summoning unto eternal
life and glory. The believer’s real
joy even in this life, both in good and
evil days, rests upon the assurance
which he gains through Christ’s word
that he is ever enjoying God’s love
and faithful care. This is, however,
only a foretaste of the joy which will
be his in eternal life when he will
live in the glorious light of God’s
presence. There the departed be-
liever shall see nothing of sin and
evil, of sorrow and fear, of death or
judgment, but experience fulness of

The Northwestern Lutheran

joy, undiminished pleasure and glory.
All the former things will have
passed away; only the memory of
God’s grace which he has experienced
will remain.

The Promise of Jesus,
The Lamb of God

He Honored This answers the
The Father question how Jesus

is able to give the
precious promise that “if a man keep
His saying he shall never see death.”
Jesus can do so as the Lamb of God
who sacrificed Himself for us. Over
against the blasphemous taunts of
the unbelieving Jews whom Jesus was
addressing He clearly testified: “I
honor my Father, and ye do dishonor
me.” In His whole life Jesus truly
honored the Father in heaven, hon-
ored Him with a perfect obedience
unto the death of the cross. For the
honor which the Heavenly Father
seeks, the honor with which He de-
sires to be magnified throughout
eternity is the glory of His saving
grace. He desires above all to be
glorified in this that in His infinite
love toward us sinners He graciously
gave us a Savior through whom we
might be holy and righteous in His
sight, again become and ever remain
His dear children. This honor Jesus
gave unto His Father. Through His
sinless life, which even the unbeliev-
ing Jews could not contest and
impugn, he won a garment of perfect
righteousness for all sinners. Through
the enmity of the Jews, here already
in sharp evidence, He finally per-
mitted Himself to be nailed to the
cross according to the Father’s gra-
cious counsel in order to atone for
our guilt. There on the cross He
bore also the curse of eternal death
for us.

Jesus on this oc-
casion testified be-
fore the unbeliev-
ing Jews: “I seek not mine own
glory: there is one that seeketh and
judgeth.” “It is my Father that
honoreth me.” The honor which the
Heavenly Father has given to Jesus
is this that with His glorious resur-
rection He has acknowledged Him as
the Savior whose sacrifice sufficed to
atone for all sin. Through the Gospel
He has this proclaimed to us. Honor-
ing Jesus He now judges that who-
soever believeth in Him shall never

(Continued on page 152)

The Father
Honoreth Him
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In The Wrong Company ‘We happened to run across
the Easter number of a local
church paper, which according to its masthead is devoted
to “the Interests of the Protestant Organizations” of its
locality, with religious articles by Presbyterians, Baptists,
Methodists and what have you. Among the articles was
alsc one by a Lutheran affiliated with a synod which has
always been known for its conservatism. This Lutheran
found himself in strange company, but he was there by
his own choice and evidently felt that this afforded him
an opportunity to testify to the Truth.

It must be admitted that his sermonette on the
Resurrection of Jesus was soundly Scriptural and un-
equivocally took its stand on the Bible account and inter-
pretation of the Resurrection, which cannot be said of
some of the other articles appearing in the same issue.
In one of them we find such statements as: “Being made
of human clay, no group of Christians can possibly be
100 per cent right or 100 per cent wrong. Yet all must
have elements of the Truth in order to survive. What a
boon to church unity it would be if all realized that no
one group or denomination has a monopoly on the Truth!
The church with its many natural divisions is the Com-
monwealth of the Redeemed. The man on the street
wants life, not theological chestnuts.”

Who will question that such broadmindedness in
religion has popular appeal and is right up the alley of
those who believe, as most people today do, that no
church today can be sure that it is teaching the Truth
but is at best only groping for the Truth? One who sub-
scribes to that can never come with a positive and abso-
lute, “Thus said the Lord” but leaves it to the hearer to
pick and choose from the confusing mass of religious
teaching to which his ears are exposed these days. Such
a view denies the finality of Scripture.

What impression must the reader get when he finds
the Lutheran ranged side by side with the other whose
article instills a spirit of skepticism and a feeling of un-
sureness as to what really constitutes the Truth? He can
only read out of it tolerance for both views. Seeing the
Lutheran side by side with the other, apparently on good
terms, the ordinary reader will not be moved by the
soundness of his message but will understand him as say-
ing: I think that I am right, but the other one may be
right, too. And if the Lutheran will protest that he had
no intention of compromising the truth, he will be told
in effect: Your deeds speak so loud that I cannot hear
your words. The company you are in speaks a different
language and gives support to the contrary views of the
other.

One of the best charges against the Lutherans who
still walk in the old paths is isolationism and separatism.
That hurts, and a lot of Lutherans show a feverish desire
to get out from under that stigma, which accounts for
the strange things which are going on in the church in
our day. Our fathers weren’t like that. They took seriously
the command of the Scriptures: “Come ye out from

among them and be ye separate.” They did not fraternize
with- those who with their teachings undermined the
Truth of Scripture. How can two walk together except
they be agreed?

I,

“Where Is Now Thy God?” Under this heading the

Christian Century of
April 20 takes Secretary Acheson to task for abusing the
Scriptures. We shall let our readers have the editorial
in its entirety. “When Secretary Acheson spoke for the
United States at the signing of the North Atlantic Defense
Alliance, he wove his brief speech around two passages
of Scripture — Psalm 44:1 and Matthew 18:7. The press
dutifully noted this as evidence of the spiritual founda-
tions underlying the pact and of the religious background
of the speaker. It might better have asked whether Mr.
Acheson’s use of Scripture did not show an appalling
spiritual insensitivity. ‘For those who seek peace,’ said
the secretary of state, ‘it (this military alliance) is a
guide to refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble’ When one remembers the original, this comes
close to blasphemy. Yet only James Reston, of all the
reporters whose dispatches we have read, in his dispatch
to the New York Times had the biblical knowledge or
the courage to point this out, and to call Mr. Acheson’s
quotation ‘a politician’s variation of the Psalm.” This
military alliance is also, the secretary declared, ‘A warn-
ing that if it need be that offenses come, then woe to
them by whom the offense cometh.” This passage has
been quoted before in an immortal American state docu-
ment. It is nearly the core of Abraham Lincoln’s Second
Inaugural, that heart-tearing grapple with cosmic issues
in which, as Bishop McConnell said in these pages two
weeks ago, ‘light breaks through a cloud of deep and
pathetic questioning.’ Lincoln quoted the passage to
tell his countrymen that the Civil War was a just punish-
ment from God on ‘both north and south . .. as the woe
due to those by whom the offense came.” There is no
such penitence in Mr. Acheson. The judgments of God
are clear to him, and wholly directed against the nation
at whom the pact is aimed. This utter lack of humility
and heart-searching, combined with this jaunty readiness
to make an alliance of armed forces the god to which
this country turns for refuge and strength, constitutes
a terrifying revelation of the spiritual bankruptcy to be
found today in high places.” So far the Christian Century.
What the editorial says is certainly to the point. The
word “blasphemy” certainly is correctly used in this con-
nection. Those pious sounding words and phrases often
used by our public officials, and which mean nothing to
them judged by the way in which they use them, lead
many innocent people astray to believe that using godly
language means being godly.
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The Kingdom Of God

ESUS taught His disciples to pray

to our Father who is in heaven:
“Thy kingdom come.” During His
public ministry He told the people
many parables, in which by some
event taken from every day life He
illustrated what the kingdom of God
is like. Before Pilate He was accused
by the Jews that He tried to establish
Himself as King. He did not deny
the charge. He even asserted that for
that very purpose He had come into
the world. But He emphatically main-
tained that His kingdom is “not of
this world.” During the forty days
after His resurrection before His as-
cension into heaven, He frequently
appeared to His apostles, “speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God.”

Meaning of “Kingdom”

When we speak of kingdom we
usually have in mind some country,
inhabited by a fairly homogeneous
people, having a certain form of cul-
ture and civilization, ruled by a king.
A readily recognized synonym for
kingdom is nation. But when Christ
spoke of His kingdom, of God’s king-
dom, or of the kingdom of heaven,
He used the word with a slightly dif-
ferent meaning. He was thinking of
an activity, showing the authority of
a king, ruling as a king. We may
illustrate this double use of the word
kingdom by comparing the word
dominion. When we speak, for in-
stance, of the Dominion of Canada we
have in mind the land with its inhab-
itants. But when we speak about
“having dominion” over some one, we
mean having authority and exercising
rule.

Illustrations. — To illustrate the
Bible use of the word kingdom, we
cite a few passages and briefly point
out the salient facts.

In 1 Cor. 4, 20, St. Paul writes:
“For the kingdom of God is not in
word, but in power.” — When you
say that something is in power and
not in mere word, you are thinking

of something that is being done. An
action requires power to be carried
out, words will not get things done.
The Revised Standard Version ren-
ders this verse thus: “For the king-
dom of God does not consist in talk,
but in power.” — Note that Paul in-
troduces this verse with an explana-
tory for. The Corinthians were glib
talkers, but things in the congrega-
tion were not as they should be in a
Christian church. There were divi-
sions, cliques, among the members;
there was licentious living, there
were litigations; there was an abuse
of the scriptural gifts. Now Paul
admonished them to set things right.
He announced that he plans to visit
them in the near future, and “will
know, not the speech of them which
are puffed up, but the power.” And
then he continues: “For the kingdom
of God is not in word, but in power.”

In Rom. 14, 17, the same Paul says:
“For the kingdom of God is not meat
and drink, but righteousness, and
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. For
he that in these things serveth Christ
is acceptable to God, and approved of
men.” — There were weak Christians
in Rome who, horrified by the glut-
tonous eating and drinking then in
vogue, hesitated to eat anything but
vegetables. There were others who
looked down on their weak brethren,
and not only failed to help them, but
actually offended them by their care-
less living. Paul rebukes them for
this. God’s kingdom is not this that
He set us free from burdensome food
laws and gave us license to eat what
we please; God’s kingdom is first of
all that He established righteousness
for lost sinners, that He gives into
their hearts peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost. He expects His Christians to
serve Him in these things. That is
the way God rules, and that is
what He demands of us in His rule.

In Luke 11, 18, Jesus speaks of
Satan’s kingdom, showing that He
means Satan’s rule in the world. “If
Satan also be divided against himself,
how shall his kingdom stand?” That
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is, how can he continue to exert his
dominion?, his hold on the affairs of
this world would be weakened and
would soon fall to pieces altogether.

Christ’s Kingdom Established

Christ’s kingdom cannot be estab-
lished without giving battle to Satan.
In the temptation in the wilderness
Satan claimed that all the kingdoms
of the earth are his, and he can give
them to whomever he pleases. Jesus
Himself calls him “the prince of this
world” (John 12, 31; 14, 30; 17, 11),
and St. Paul even calls him ‘“the god
of this world” (2 Cor. 4, 4). He would
not relinquish his kingdom willingly.
If Jesus would establish His own
kingdom He must wrest it from
Satan.

Already the first promise of Christ’s
kingdom speaks of a fierce struggle.
God said to the serpent: “I will put
enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3, 15).

Manner of the battle. — When
Jesus was questioned by Pilate about
His kingdom He declared: “My king-
dom is not of this world. If my king-
dom were of this world, then would
my servants fight that I should not be
delivered to the Jews: but now is my
kingdom not from hence” (John 18,
36). If anyone aspires to a kingdom
of this world that is not his by heredi-
tary succession, the first step that he
will take is to surround himself with
a group of loyal followers. He will
make them great promises and in-
spire them with enthusiasm for his
cause. He will carefully instill into
them a fighting spirit, a fanaticism,
so that they are ready to die for his
cause. He will see to it that his fol-
lowers are well armed and well
equipped generally. He will carry on
these preparations secretly (“under-
ground”) and then strike at an oppor-
tune time.

What did Jesus do? He went about
the country healing the sick and
preaching the Gospel to the poor. To
be sure, He chose twelve men to be
with Him; but they were to be His
“apostles,” continuing His work in
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