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The Price Of Perfect Love
John 19, 25-27

HAT the Lord our God seeks in
»» you and me and in all men
can be summed up in the one word
love. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind. . . .
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self.”” Just this is our sin and guilt,
however, that we have all defaulted
in that love and default in it daily.
Yet this is the glory of our Christian
faith that we may still know ourselves
to be dear children of God for time
and eternity. It rests on the blessed
assurance that with a perfect love
rendered to God in our stead Christ
our Savior made good our default and
removed its curses from us.

Behold the Crucified Savior
Paying This Price

The Savior was now nailed to
the cross. With one malefactor cruci-
fied at His right and another at His
left He was truly numbered among
the transgressors. His Jewish ac-
cusers made Him the object of bitter
scorn and mockery; Roman soldiers
treated Him with levity and indiffer-
ence. Yet there stood by the cross
a small group who loved Him: His
mother, his brother’s sister, Mary the

wife of Cleophas, Mary Magdalene,"

and John, His beloved disciple.

They loved Him be-
cause they had
richly witnessed
and tasted His love. Even now as
they were standing near the cross
they received further evidences of it.
They heard their Lord and Master
pray for His enemies who had cruci-
fied Him and were putting Him to
scorn. They were about to hear Him
cheer the penitent dying malefactor
with a gracious promise of Paradise.
Yet they were to experience even a
further revelation of His perfect love.
John himself tells us: “When Jesus
therefore saw His mother, and the
disciple standing by, whom he loved,
he saith unto his mother: Woman,
behold thy son! Then saith he to the
disciple, Behold thy mother!” It was
the dying Savior’s last will and testa-
ment for the two who in human rela-
tionship had been nearest to His
heart. That both of them understood

His Last Will
and Testament

its loving import is indicated by
John’s further statement: “And from
that hour that disciple took her unto
his own home.”

In His infinite
Savior’s love
Jesus was now
engaged in bring-
ing the greatest of all battles to a
victorious finish, the battle of redeem-
ing all sinners from sin, death, and
hell. It meant bearing the shame
and pain which they had merited, it
meant being forsaken of God in their
stead and going into death for them.
Yet in the midst of it all the Savior’s

He Provided For
His Mother and
His Disciple

loving heart still gave tender thought
to the needs of those who in a special
way had been committed to His love
on earth. He took note of the grief
and sorrow that was now piercing
His mother’s heart like a sword; He
perceived the loss which she was
suffering in being bereft of her be-
loved son. Though He would rise
again in glory He would no longer
be visibly at her side as her stay and
support. In perfect filial love He
therefore provided for her comfort
and her future earthly care. Referring
to the disciple at her side Jesus said
to His mother: “Woman, behold thy
son!” In John she was henceforth
to see and find a substitute son to
comfort her and to give loving care
to her in her needs. “Behold thy
mother!” John was even now doing
a son’s part for Mary. Jesus asked
him to go on doing this as long as
she would need a son’s care on earth.
In thus providing for the mother of
Jesus John would himself be com-
forted. For as the beloved disciple
of Jesus, who of all men had stood
closest to the Lord, John was like-
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wise suffering a deep loss in being
henceforth deprived of the Savior’s
visible presence. No longer would
he be able to converse with Him and
recline beside Him on the same couch
at table in tender, familiar com-
panionship. What could better com-
pensate for this loss than to be daily
associated with the mother of Jesus
who had likewise been very close to
Him?

As Jesus filled
the earthly needs
of His mother
and His beloved
disciple, His love — just because it
was perfect — at the same time pro-
vided also for their spiritual well-
being. John who of all the apostles
was most fully aware of the sublime
mystery of Christ’s diety could best
help Mary in her inevitable weakness
of seeing in Jesus too much her son,
her own flesh and blood. Under
John’s spiritual care she would be
fostered in seeing in Jesus what she,
too, needed above all to see in Him,
namely her divine Savior from sin.
From what she as His mother knew
of the infancy and childhood of Jesus,
Mary, on the other hand, could lead
John to see even more clearly that
the Only-begotten of the Father had
indeed taken on our flesh and blood.

He Took Care
of Their
Spiritual Welfare

He Did the
Father’s Will

As we see our cruci-
fied Savior providing
for His mother and
His beloved disciple we are again
made aware also of His love to the
Father in heaven. For what was it
that made Him ready to sever even
the closest earthly bonds? It was His
perfect love in which He desired to
carry out the mission of redemption
for which the Father had sent Him
into the world. “The cup which my

Father hath given me, shall I not

drink it?”

Embrace His Perfect Love in Faith

Our text has given us but a brief
glimpse of the Saviors perfect love
which marked His whole life from
birth to the bitter end on Calvary’s
cross. With it He paid our great debt
of love. This is the love that He
rendered to God as our substitute, so
that clothed in it by faith we might
have all our defaults in love covered
up in God’s holy sight and enjoy His
fatherly love now and for all eternity.

(Continued on page 85)
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God has bestowed upon the human race the
gift of reason. It is one of the powers which
distinguishes man from the beast. God has given it to
man in order that it may be man’s servant. But because
of sin, reason has all too often become man’s master.

Reason

If this was the case only among those who have
openly opposed God and have announced to the world
that they are rationalists and not Christians, we would,
no doubt be spared a great deal of difficulty in the visible
church. But because reason is such a treacherous power
of the sinful flesh, which clings also to the Christians,
there have arisen countless large and small controversies
within the church which have been engineered by reason
and supported by pride and ill-will.

Reason takes hold upon a person and says: ‘“Surely,
God wants you to do what is practical and what is
logical. Look at God’s Word again. Restudy it and
see if it does not leave room for the light reason is
throwing upon its truths by means of scholarship and
research.”

If reason then gains the mastery over humble sub-
mission to the Word of God it has pride as its sworn
ally to prevent losing its gains and it has ill-will at its
disposal to ward off the influence of those who would
seek to relegate it to its proper position of servant
and not master.

Apparently, reason has won the greatest mastery in
the church among those whose education and position
have been on a high level.

Melanchthon was both a scholar and a prominent man.
Zwingli, too, belongs in that category. Emerson Fosdick
is noted for his learning and has held a very prominent
position. The rationalist movement which plagued the
Lutheran Church in Europe evidently had its origin in
the universities. It is needless to say that a great per-
centage of the difficulty with which Lutheranism has
had to contend in the United States has arisen from
reason’s conquests among the leaders of the church.

Reason being what it is, no one among us, in the
pew, in the pulpit, or behind the teacher’s desk dare
ever cease to “search the Scriptures” with all humility
that God’s Word may dominate our reason and control
our belief and our practice.

God’s Word is clear and plain in itself. It becomes
dark and beclouded when reason is permitted to project
itself between our hearts and the Holy Spirit’s enlighten-
ing operation.

We must never become so carnally secure as to sup-
pose that we need not “watch and pray” lest reason be-
come the master instead of the servant among us. We
have a very great sufficiency of the Old Adam. It be-
comes us in this season and in all seasons of the church
year to make frequent visits to the Garden of Gethsemane
to learn continually from our blessed Savior: “Not my
will, but Thine be done.”

AnLeErT H. STRAND in Lutheran Sentinel.

Christian Obedience By obedience we mean, obedience
to God, to the Word of God,
which is the only test of true obedience. Those who
trust God will also trust His Word and render obedience
to that Word. Both go hand in hand. Page through
your Scriptures and mark this characteristic in all the
great heroes, Noah, Abraham, David, the prophets, and
the apostles. Read the Epistles and mark how the writers
ever presuppose this truly Christian virtue on the part
of their readers. Remember what the Prophet Samuel
told King Saul when the latter excused his disobedience
to God who had commanded Saul to smite Amalek “and
utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not;
but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox
and sheep, camel and ass?” Instead of obeying the Lord,
Saul “spared Agag, and the best of the sheep.” When
Samuel took Saul to task for his disobedience, Saul said
he kept “the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacri-
fice unto the Lord the God.” What did Samuel say to
Saul? Did he tell him “well, if that is what you want
the sheep for, it’s all right and God will surely be pleased
with your sacrifices?” Nay! This is what Samuel told
the king, “hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken
than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22).

The flesh, certainly, is not willing nor able to obey
God and His Word. The flesh is proud and self-sufficient
and boasts of its enlightened reason. Therefore “they
that are in the flesh can not please God.” Only those
whose heart and mind have been enlightened by the
Spirit of God, through the Word, will be willing to lean
entirely on God and His Word and take God at His Word
in humble obedience. Noah’s reason, his flesh, certainly
mocked God’s command to Noah to build an ark on dry
land 120 years before the flood. But he did it in humble
obedience while the world of men jeered and mocked and
laughed him to scorn. Abraham took his son, his only
son whom he loved and was willing to slay and sacrifice
him in obedience to the Lord’s command. Don’t think
for a moment that Abraham’s flesh and reason agreed
with the Lord. They scored Abraham for being so
foolish to believe that such a command could possibly
come from the Lord and argued that Abraham must
have heard, perhaps, the devil’s voice but surely not the
voice of God, for God would not be interested in the
killing of his son, his only son. But Abraham refused to
listen to flesh and blood. He knew the voice of God.
And though he was not able to understand the way of
God he was ready to chey. We know from the Bible
how right and wise he was to be obedient. And always
it was the Word of the Lord that they obeyed.

That is still the mark of the Christian today — obe-
dience, humble, child-like obedience to the Word of God
as it is recorded in the Bible. That Word is the only
light and lamp that illumes the Christians path and way.
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He knows no other.

It may be hard at times to follow,
it may seem to be foolish at times, it may seem to be

unnecessary at times to the flesh and reason, but like

Our Suffering Savior

II.

SAIAH in his great chapter on our

suffering Savior (52, 12 — 53, 12)
calls Him the Servant of the Lord
(52, 13; 53, 11). St. Paul tells us
that Jesus, though He was in the form
of God, “took upon him the form of
a servant” (Phil. 2, 7). As Servant of
the Lord He became obedient, obe-
dient unto death, even the death of
the cross. Jesus was obedient, not
only now and then, He was obedient
all the time. There was not a moment
in His life when He was not obedient.
His sufferings were an act of obedi-
ence.

The Obedience of Qur Savior

Sin had entered into the world “by
one man’s disobedience” (Rom. 5,
19). Adam set aside the solemn, yet
easy, commandment of God not to
eat of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. In spite of this clear
commandment he stretched forth his
hand to take of the forbidden fruit.

Adam’s disobedience. — The result
was that not only he himself forfeited
the blessings of the Lord who had
created him, but being the head and
representative of the human race, he
brought condemnation upon all of us
and passed on to his descendants a
human nature that is infested with
original sin, a nature that not only
has no desire to do the good and
holy will of God, but which simply
cannot. Out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts. “Every imagination of the
thoughts of a man’s heart is only
evil continually” (Gen. 6, 5).

Disobedience brought the curse
down on our heads. Jesus came to
take away the curse by His obedience.

Jesus’ obedience. — Was Jesus
obedient? The question is not: Did
He always do what is good and right?
but: Did He do what He did because
the Father commanded it? Did He do
His Father’s will even when it in-
volved unpleasant and painful things?
Did He do it willingly, or did the
Father have to use force or coercion?

Yes, He was obedient. Paul says so
with just that word twice, in Rom. 5,
19, and in Phil. 2, 8. — We look also
at a few other pessages.

In the Old Testament the promised
Messiah, speaking in the 40th Psalm,
says: “I delight to do thy will, O my
God; yea, thy law is within my heart”
(v. 8). We know well what is in our
own heart: many thoughts that we
would blush to reveal. Jesus’ heart
was clean. When we do the things
that God commands in His Law, we
often do so very reluctantly. Jesus
delighted to do God’s will. — The
same truth is expressed in Is. 50, 5:
“The Lord God hath opened mine
ear, and I was not rebellious, neither
turned away back.”

As the promised Messiah spoke in
the prophecies, so He also spoke when
He appeared on earth in the fulness
of time. He testified: “I came down
from heaven, not to do mine own
will, but the will of him that sent
me” (John 6, 38). Again: “I seek not
mine own will, but the will of the
Father which hath sent me” (John
5, 30). Yes, He called it His meat,
by which He lived and which re-
freshed Him, “to do the will of him
that sent me, and to finish his work”
(John 4, 34). When He was about to
leave the world He addressed these
words in His highpriestly prayer to
His heavenly Father: “I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do”
(John 17, 4).
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Noah, Abraham and Paul the Christian is ready to be
“a fool for Christ’s sake” and obey God to the letter.

W. J. S.

Active and Passive Obedience

We must take a little closer look at
our Savior’s obedience.

When we speak about Christ as do-
ing the will of His Father, we dare
not overlook the Law. In the Psalm
passage quoted above the Messiah
spoke about the law of God as being
in His heart. So it was. There were
no evil lusts in His heart. All His
thoughts, all His desires, all His feel-
ings could pass the closest inspection
and scrutiny according to the Law.
It was His delight to do the things
of the Law. The Scriptures use very
strong language about Christ’s rela-
tion to the Law.

Doing. — We know that we do not
have the Law of God in our heart.
We do not delight to do His will. The
Lord must give us sharp commands.
He must try to induce us into obey-
ing by promises of a reward. He
must drive us with threats of severe
punishment. Yes, He must often
apply the rod, because, as our
Formula of Concord says, “the old
Adam, as an intractible, refractory
ass, is still a part” of us and “must
be coerced to the obedience . . .
oftentimes by the club of punish-
ments and troubles.” Thus the Law
is laid on us as a heavy burden. In
the same manner also, although Jesus
had the Law in His heart, it was laid
on Him as a burden. When God
sent forth His Son into the world,
made of a woman, He sent Him “made
under the Law” (Gal. 4, 4), just as
we were under the Law.

Jesus was obedient, not because of
any promises or threats, but because
that was the very purpose for which
He had come. “I am not come to
destroy (the Law) but to fulfill”
(Matth. 5, 17). And He did fulfill
the Law “without blemish and with-
out spot” (1 Pet. 1, 19), so that no
one could convince Him of any sin
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