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“The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor 1orsake us’ 1KINGS 8:57
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Damsel,
| say unto thee,
Arise!
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The Little While
John 12, 35-36

(Sermon Delivered to the Wisconsin State Teachers’ Conference
November 4, 1948)

OUR Lord is setting two mighty
contrasts over against each
other: light and darkness. In the
eighth chapter of this gospel of John
He designated the same contrasts by
the terms: the truth and the lie.
These are figurative expressions for
the same thing, namely the great
struggle that pervades all human his-
tory from the fall of man to the day
of judgment. One of these opposing
forces is the thought of Jehovah con-
cerning the justification of the sinner
through the righteousness of Christ.
That is the light and the truth and
it leads unto life. The other and
opposing force is the thought of Satan
concerning the justification of man
by his own efforts. That is the dark-
ness and the lie and it leads unto
death.

Eventually one of these opposing
forces will determined every human
destiny. There is no escape to any
neutral ground. And in order that
we may not take this matter lightly,
thinking that there is sufficient time
for us to determine which of these
forces shall control our lives, the
Lord points out to us that these two
forces do not approach us in the same
manner. The darkness, the lie does
not wait for our decision. The Lord
says in the text: It comes upon you.
That is, it takes you unawares like an
assassin. But the light, the truth uses
no violence. You are made to feel
its divine power, but if you then do
not seek to retain it, it will depart
from you. This time during which
the light seeks to reveal its saving
power to every individual our Lord
Jesus in this text calls “the little
while.”

Since by the grace of God you and
I have been called into this work to
help establish for the youth that has
been entrusted to us their little while
of grace by bringing them the true
light, let us note what the Lord
teaches us concerning “The Little
While.”

I. It is precious, because the
light is yet with us.

II. It is serious, because darkness
threatens to overtake us.

III. It is full of responsibility, be-
cause the highest things are at
stake.

Ignoring the negligible quantity of
starlight that falls upon the earth one
can say that in the physical world our
light comes from the sun. The bril-
liant sun at high noon is the one thing
at which we cannot look with our
naked eye; yet in its light we see all
things clearly. Just so Jesus is the
sun that lights up our spiritual world
according to His word: I am the light
of the world. Neither can we with
the naked eye of our reason look upon
this light and comprehend it. The
Word was made flesh and dwelt
among us. How can it be? How can
a human body receive the infinite
God? It is an axiom of human rea-
son that the finite cannot receive the
infinite. But as soon as we in obe-
dience to the word of Jesus become as
little children before Him and in
simple faith accept this light without
trying to grasp it with our reason,
we shall find that in its rays we shall
begin to see clearly each one of us in
proportion to the gifts which the
Lord has bestowed upon him.

Do we not owe it to Jesus that we
have begun to understand the true
nature of sin? Natural man has some
knowledge of sin just as a blind man
has some knowledge of the size and
shape of objects round about him.
Natural man regrets sin because it
has done harm to others but partic-
ularly because it has harmed him in
his health or in his reputation. In the

" light that Jesus brings we see the

essential evil of sin in its wickedness
against the Lord. We begin to under-
stand the cry of David: Against thee,
thee only, have I sinned. Natural
man isn’t interested in the Lord.
Jesus creates that interest by the light
which He throws upon the goodness
of God. His word tells us: God “hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew
no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” Beyond
that we can conceive of no greater
goodness even in God. Natural man
resents that goodness of God, declar-
ing that he wants to stand before
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God on his own record. And at this
point we come to another matter upon
which the light which is Jesus sheds
its rays, namely that the goodness of
man, the things of which he boasts,
his culture, his science, his art, his
charity, all his achievements are an
abomination in the sight of God, be-
cause they constitute an attempt to
set aside the Son of God in His re-
demptive work and to substitute for
it the work of man.

What is the light that Jesus’ word
casts upon human achievements?
Jesus says: “He that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit.” Certainly one can ac-
complish much by other methods. The
fear of punishment or the hope of
reward will get outward results. Let
a doctor say to a man: “If you con-
tinue in this manner another six
months, you will die,” and he may
cease from the outward act. But he
loves that sin as much as ever and,
if there were no outward conse-
quences, he would continue in it; and
God will so judge. There is only one
thing under heaven that will break
the power of sin over the heart of
man and the love of sin in that heart
— and that is the love of Christ
crucified. You cannot look up to
Him in faith and at the same time
love the things that caused His
agony. That we may impart this
truth to those who are entrusted to
our care in our Christian schools goes
a long way towards making precious
the little while during which the light
is yet with us.

And the hours of sorrow are in-
cluded in this little while and the
hours in which we experience enmity
because we have confessed Jesus’
name, for he said: “Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and per-
secute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my
sake.” Likewise the hours of pain
and tribulation are included, for Paul
assures us: “We know that all things
work together for good to them that
love God.” And what proof does
Paul offer to substantiate this bold
claim? In the same eighth chapter
of Romans he reminds us that God
spared not His own Son but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give us all
things. “All things,” not evil but
good, so that we can include the dark
hours of life among the things for
which we render thanks unto God,
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for in them we grow spiritually, as
we learn to seek refuge in His word.

These are some of the things that
make our little while precious, be-
cause the light is yet with us. Yet
with us in spite of all our shortcom-
ings and sins and many promises that
we have not kept. But lest we become
presumptuous and think that the
goodness of God and His patience are
a license for us to become indifferent
the Lord issues a warning to us in
the text indicating that the little
while is serious because darkness
threatens to overtake us.

Even the most modern jetplane
travelling at supersonic speed from
east to west could not keep up with
the sun. Eventually it would be over-
taken by darkness. However, there is
no need that such a plane must always
remain in the sphere of daylight. But
to us children of light who enjoy the
little while during which the light
is yet with us, the Lord issues the
order: “Walk while ye have the light,
lest darkness come upon you.” It is
therefore not only possible, it is
vitally necessary for us that we always
remain within the sphere of light.
It is disastrous for us if darkness
comes upon us.

How do we avoid being overtaken
by darkness? The Lord answers:
“Walk while you have the light.”
This kind of walking which the Lord
requires of us no man can do before
he has the light, neither can he do
it after he has lost the light. This
reminds one of Paul’s word to the
Philippians: “Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling: for
it is God which worketh in you both
to will and to do of his good pleas-
ure.” If Paul ever taught anything
it is this that we cannot by our own
efforts create our own salvation. It
comes to us as a free gift from God
which we accept by the hand of faith.
We cannot cooperate with God before
we have salvation. But after we have
received this free gift (and the
Philippians had received it), we can
and must cooperate with Him lest we
lose it. Yes, we must desperately
cooperate, Paul says “with fear and
trembling.” And why? Paul answers:
For it is God who works in you both
to will and to do. Just because the
Holy Spirit has established His work-
shop in my soul, I must be anxious to
work with Him, lest by indifference
I make His work altogether impos-
sible, which leads to the awful

eventuality to which Hosea points in
the word: “O Israel, thou hast de-
stroyed thyself.”

This applies to us in our private
lives, it also applies to us in our
more public lives as teachers of the
Word. There may be times when the
walking in the light becomes difficult,
when the grade becomes steep and
our breathing heavy. It may be that
we are not getting the proper support
or encouragement from those from
whom we have a right to expect it.
It may be that the sorrows of life or
its cares are weighing down heavily
upon us. Then we are tempted to
take our eyes from the road upon
which Christ has placed us and which
He has lighted up for us and to look
to the things at the side of the road
which promise a more easy, a more
pleasant life.

When this happens, let us remem-
ber that we have not built this road
nor even discovered it after it was
built. It was the Lord who has set
us upon it and has lighted the way
for us, therefore it is a good road,
even though there are obstacles in
the way. Yes, strange to say, on this
road the very obstacles are good and
necessary for the traveler, for the
road is well lighted and therefore
these travelers shall not stumble be-
cause of the obstacles but shall over-
come them and grow stronger there-
by. There are many spiritual bless-
ings to be gained on this road, for
they who travel upon it seek to make
Christ great in the eyes of his little
ones and it is not possible to do any-
thing for Him that He will not re-
member.

No, the obstacles encountered on
this road do not constitute the danger
but loitering does. The man who
loiters no longer has his eyes on the
road which the Lord has mapped out
for him. He walks upon it lazily, if
at all; his real interests lie elsewhere.
But what happens if he allows this
temptation to master him, if he stops
walking altogether? Jesus answers:
Darkness will come upon him. The
giant of darkness will overtake such
a man and black out the light for
him and then the little while is ended
for him, even though he continue
to live on in this world.

In that case the light, which is
Christ, has departed from such a man,
as the text indicates in plain words
without the use of a figure of speech:
“These things spake Jesus, and de-
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parted, and did hide himself from
them.” Here Jesus was dealing with
men who not only had loitered by the
way but had gone so far as to refuse
to walk in the light. It is a terribly
serious thing even to loiter, when
Jesus asks us to walk, for it ends in
a blackout and then there is no more
walking at all but only a blind
stumbling and finally a falling head-
long, for Jesus says: ‘He that walketh
in darkness knows not whither he
goeth.” The road has disappeared.
Thus the Lord impresses on our
minds the seriousness of the little
while during which the light is yet
with us, and the utter hopelessness of
him who neglects this precious gift
of God as he chases some willo’ the-
wisp by the roadside.

A good way to avoid this disastrous
result is to keep our minds and hands
occupied as we walk upon the ap-
pointed way. And our text suggests
that to us by indicating a third fact
about the little while that is ours,
namely that it is full of responsibility
for the highest things are at stake.

Naturally everything that properly
belongs to the life of a Christian is at
stake during the little while during
which the light is yet with us. In the
words of our text, however, the Lord
mentions only the one thing needful:
While ye have the light, believe in
the light, that ye may be the children
of light.

What is this light in which we are
to believe? It goes without saying
that our Lord is not asking us to be-
lieve in the light of human reason
to solve the problem of the guilt
of sin and of the fear of death and
of judgment to come. We have al-
ready called to mind the word of
Jesus: I am the light of the world.
But just how is He the light of the
world? The answer to that question
is not given in the brief word of our
text, it must be sought in other say-
ings of Jesus and in the Scriptures
in general.

As students of Scriptures we al-
ready know the answer. It is not
this that Jesus has developed a new
philosophy which solves all problems
arising between man and his God
or his fellowmen. No, He has done
a deed, a simple yet tremendous
deed: He became obedient to the
will of the Father even unto the death
of the cross. He said: “I am the
good shepherd . .. and I lay down my

(Continued on page 40)











































