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“The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us”’ 1xGs 8:57
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REFLECT YOUR SAVIOR’S GLORY WHEN IT
COMES TO BEING WRONGED

Romans

T is here that the Christian can show

that he is motivated in a unique manner
and thus manifest the glory of the Savior
in whom he believes.

“Be Not Wise In Your Own Conceits”
— And Thus Incite Being Wronged
It Provokes  Also Christians have a
Strife sinful heart to contend

with, and one of the things
that constantly proceeds from the sinful,
selfish heart of man is the fault of being
wise in his own conceits. By nature we
are all prone to exaggerate our Own
abilities and deeds, to diminish our own
faults; at the same time we are inclined
to belittle the gifts and merits of others
and to magnify their failings. It is this
vainglorious spirit, however, which pro-
vokes strife and discord. If we always
assert our own ideas, always think that
we are right and know better than others,
if we are never ready to listen to others
or to learn from them, we will find it
difficult to live in harmony with our fel-
lowmen. Such conceit will provoke others
to avoid us, to pounce upon us when we
do make mistakes and misjudgments. As
we think of ourselves more highly than
we ought to think, we will also be easily
offended and insulted when others do not
honor and appreciate our gifts and ideas
in a measure that we think fitting. Such
sensitiveness to slights is again bound to
lead us into quarrelsome relations with
our fellowmen.

Paul exhorts: “If it
be possible, as much as
lieth in you, live peace-
ably with all men.” We will daily seek to
suppress the natural conceit of imagining
that we know all things better. As Chris-
tians we find much to motivate us to
humility. For what are we of ourselves
but helpless sinners when we really con-
sider the holy demands of God’s law?
What would we be if the free and un-
merited love of our Savior had not ran-
somed and cleansed us from the guilt and
curse of our sins? Mindful of our sin-
fulness, mindful that our salvation is

It Behoves Us
To Be Humble

12, 16-21

wholly a gift of our Savior, mindful that
all good gifts come through Him and
from Him, we cannot help being humble
about anything that we are of ourselves
— meek and humble about our own ideas,
about our own judgments, about our own
abilities, about our own knowledge. In
purely earthly things we will not try to
foist them upon all others, condemning
everything else.

“If It Be
Possible”

If it is no longer our own
opinion but God’s opinion
expressed in His holy Word
which comes into consideration, then our
concessions must end even at the cost of
peace. 1f pleasures, if business dealings,
if trends in education, if organizations, if
religious messages and practices stand at
variance with God’s Word, we can no
longer concede a rightful place to them
or have a part in them. Then we will
want to stand up for God’s truth and
fearlessly confess it just as the Prophets
and Apostles did. Inasmuch as the chil-
dren of this world do not listen to God’s
truth there will thus be enemies, those
who antagonize us, who speak evil against
,us because we bear witness of the truth.
In such instances it behooves us to love
God’s truth even more than peaceful rela-
tions with our fellowmen. Yet our flesh
would rather neglect to testify against sin
and error in order to keep peaceful rela-
tions with others than make a concession
in a petty opinion of our own.

“As Much As
Lieth In You”

As we prayerfully strive
by God’s grace to sup-
press the natural conceit
of our heart we will endeavor to “provide
things honest in the sight of all men” —
honest in the wider sense of fair, right,
and honorable. We will want to guard
our lips so that we may not say anything
that will hurt the feelings of others. We
will want to watch our actions so as not to
do anything that may justly arouse some-
one’s anger and displeasure. And if in haste
or on the spur of the moment we have
said or done anything to cause strife or
ill-will, we shall not be too proud to admit
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our fault, to apologize, and to make what-
ever amends can be made. Not only to-
ward our friends and fellow-Christians
shall we deal thus fairly but toward all
men, even toward those who are not kind-
ly disposed and fair toward us. By thus
avoiding everything that might invite and
incite others to wrong us we can reflect
our Savior’s glory, show that by procur-
ing the most precious peace for us, peace
with God, peace of conscience through
the forgiveness of our sins, He has taught
us to love peace, turned us into peace
makers.

“Avenge Not Yourselves” — And Thus
Become Involved In Wrong-Doing
Yourselves

“Recompense to no man
evil for evil” Among
the unbelieving children
of this world it is considered perfectly
legitimate and right to return blow for
blow. He who quietly endures a wrong
and does not retaliate in some way is
likely to be looked upon as a fool and
coward, as one who lacks a sense of honor
and self-respect. It has been that way
ever since Lamech, the seventh from
Adam, sang with revengeful pride: I
have slain a man to my wounding and a
young man to my hurt.” This spirit of
revenge also stirs in our inborn sinful
nature. It is just this selfish passion for
vengeance, however, which is at the bot-
tom of so much strife and discord. Much
evil that is inflicted upon others would not
seriously disturb peace if the passion for
revenge did not follow to do its per-
nicious work.

Vengeance
Fosters Strife

It Is
Blasphemous

To do evil is ungodly, but
to avenge evil is no less
ungodly; it amounts to
putting oneself in God’s place and
meddling with His affairs. “For it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord.” It is God’s right alone
to execute judgment and to inflict punish-
ment upon evil. In His own way and at
His own time here or hereafter God will
effectively repay every impenitent evil-
doer for his evil deeds. To this end God
has also instituted government on earth
as His appointed servant for punishing
evil and executing judgment upon the evil-
doer. Only from the hands of those in-
(Continued on page 40)
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They’ve Done It Again They've done it again. We have
reference to the goings-on at the
annual National Convention on the Church in Town and
Country, sponsored jointly by the Federal Council of Churches
and the Home Missions Council of North America. We owe
the report to the Religious News Service, which says: “The
American Farmer was given a rigorous overhauling this week by
specialists on the rural church. Their examination alleged he
is suffering from self-centeredness, smugness, political igno-
rance and other maladies which the churchmen considered a high
cause for concern.”

We consider this a high cause for concern too, but not for
the same reasons. Our concern is borne of the woeful ignorance
displayed by so many prominent church leaders and associations
or church bodies as to the real work of the Church. What call
have church conventions or church leaders to concern themselves
with the alleged “self-centeredness, smugness and political igno-
rance” of the American farmer? Even if it were true, which
we doubt, that isn’t the business of any church. We'll venture
to say too that self-centeredness, smugness and political igno-
rance are not likely to do too much damage to the soul. More-
over, we are sure that correcting these so-called ills will not
result in bringing farmers one step closer to heaven.

We sometimes wonder whether churches today are reluctant
to preach sin and grace for fear of offending some one, or
whether their silence in this respect is to be compared to the
whistling of a little boy passing a cemetery on a dark night.
Naturally a church which has lost her hold on the Gospel in
all of its truth and purity has to have something to preach and
something to do — especially since she is not engaged in soul-
saving. Therefore all she can do is vainly beat the air with
high-sounding but spiritually empty words as she raises a big
hullabaloo about political ignorance and smugness. We are
inclined to make free with Shakespeare and call that “Much Ado
about Nothing.” Whatever we call it, however, it shows that
much of the present-day church has degenerated to feeding the
patient sugar water when he needs the shock treatment.

Too many churches today are frantically scurrying around,
trying to cure people of pimples when their patients are suffer-
ing from cancer — the cancer of sin. The more they squeeze
these pimples with their kind of treatment, the more filled they
become with pus and also the more infectious.

God Himself has diagnosed man’s trouble. It is sin. He
has also provided the remedy — a Savior. Let the churches
preach that then and proclaim to the world: “The grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world; looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Savior Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” (Titus 2,
11-14.) C. F.

Application of the Principle of
the Separation of Church and
State to the Chaplaincy

The implications of the
principle of the separation
of church and state have
been under special discus-
sion of late in the columns of the Christian Century, prompted
largely, it seems, by the continuance of the American ambas-
sadorship at the papal court, the efforts to obtain free school
bus transportation for parochial school children and the like.
The editor, Charles C. Morrison, takes the position that there
is much confused thinking on the subject of separation of
church and state and in several issues has vigorously given his
own views on the subject. In the December 9 issue of Look
Magazine he engaged in a debate on this subject with Joseph V.
McKee, counsel of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New
York, as applied to the question, “Should Church Property Be
Taxed?” The basic arguments in both periodicals are the same.
He quotes the constitutional amendment: “Congress shall make
no law respecting the establishment of religion,” putting the
stress on the word ‘“respecting” to show that there is to be no
interlocking of the two institutions but that their functions
should be kept scrupulously separate.

In the follow-up editorial in the December 10 issue of the
Christian Century he investigates whether certain practical in-
stances involve a violation of the principle of the separation of
church and state. Among other things he also applies it to
the chaplaincy in our armed forces. It is his position that
this involves a mingling of the functions of church and state.

We of the Wisconsin Synod are often thought to be
standing alone in our opposition to the chaplaincy. We are often
pictured as being too conservative and as leaning over back-
wards. Here we have the example of the editor of a very
liberal church paper who takes the position that in maintain-
ing chaplaincies the church is compromising its own church
functions. His criticism does not involve all the phases of the
question which our Synod had emphasized, but his handling
of the subject is so refreshing that we believe that we are ren-
dering our readers a service if we append here the last paragraph
of one of the editorials:

“We believe and have long maintained that the military
chaplaincy calls for radical re-examination by the church. In
raising the question here, we do not intend to embarrass the
chaplains, but the church. In the institution of the chaplaincy,
the church compromises its own ministry by permitting the
state to superimpose on the minister’s ordination vows its own
oath, uniform, rank and emoluments. In so doing, it permits
the state to overlay church jurisdiction over the clergy with
another jurisdiction, that of the state. Instead of consenting
further to this hybrid arrangement, the church itself, in the
person of its ordained ministers, priests and rabbis, should
follow its sons into the armed services, conceiving its task
in these fields as only an extension of its parish functions. TIts
clergy, serving as chaplains, would then be paid by the church,
accept no military rank and, beyond their civilian patriotism,
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own no allegiance save that to which they are solemnly com-
The present system can be

mitted in their ordination vows.

condoned by the church only at the cost of weakening the

CHRIST THE GOD-MAN OUR SAVIOR
IN BOTH NATURES

HY do we insist so tenaciously that
W the two natures of Christ, the hu-
man and the divine, are most intimately,
inseparably united in His person?

If the Scriptures tell us that such 1s
the case, would that alone not be reason
enough? If God Himself tells us in His
Word that something is thus and so, He
certainly had His reasons for telling us.
Whether we can understand His reasons
or fathom His purposes, the mere fact
that God revealed the union of the two
natures in Christ is sufficient reason for
us to believe it, to hold fast to it, not to
vield one inch, not matter who may assail
our faith, or on what grounds.

We saw in our previous study that God
indeed, speaking in the Secriptures of
Christ, predicates both divine and human
peculiarities of Him, sometimes in practi-
cally one and the same breath; yes, that
sometimes the Scriptures name Christ ac-
cording to His divine nature and then say
something very human about Him, and
vice versa, sometimes name Him accord-
ing to His human nature and then ascribe
to Him that is altogether
divine.

That is the picture which God Himself
in the Scriptures presents to us of Christ.
1f we did not hold fast that truth, how
could we dare to claim that we are faith-
ful to God's Word?

More is involved. The fact of the
union of the two natures in Christ affects

something

our salvation most directly.

The Two Natures Joined For

the Purpose of Our Salvation
When Paul reminded the Galatians
(chap. 4, 4) that God in the fulness of
time “sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law,” he added at

once as the purpose of this act: “To re-
deem them that were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons.”
Similarly Jesus stated as the purpose
of His coming: “not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life
a ransom for many” (Matth. 20, 28).
The Word was made flesh, and the Son
of God united our human nature so in-
separably unto Himself for no other pur-
pose that to effect our redemption in this

\ 4 ~

manner. God took pity on the sin-lost
world, He loved the world, He desired
the salvation of the sinners, and in His
wisdom He saw this as the way to achieve
His purpose: that His Son become man
and as God-Man carry out the work of
redemption.

That is the reason why we hold so
tenaciously to the doctrine that in Christ
two natures, the human and the divine,
are united, though unmixed and unaltered,
vet inseparably. If we lose one of these
natures we lose our Savior. If we say
that Christ was only God, and not man,
we have no Savior; and if we say that
Christ was man, and not God, again we
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significance of the sacramental act of ordination and thus under-
mining its own integrity.”

I P. I

have no Savior. For that very purpose
the two natures were united in Christ that
thus He might be our Savior.

Some Scripture Statements

Just a few weeks behind us lies the
Christmas festival. When the angel as-
sured Joseph that Mary had conceived
a child from the Holy Ghost he added:
“And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he
shall save his people from their sins”
( Matth. 1, 21). Not the Son of God as
such will be the Savior, but the Son of
God as He is born of the Virgin Mary.
According to God’s plan both natures are
to work hand in hand, as it were, to pro-
duce our salvation.

In accordance with this, the angel on
the fields of Bethlehem announced the
birth of Jesus to the shepherds: “Unto
you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior which is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2, 11). Not the Lord alone, in His divine
nature, is the Savior, but the Lord in so
far as He was born of a human mother
and had united Himself with human flesh
and blood.

These are words that are still ringing
in our ears and lingering in our hearts
from the Christmas story. The Bible is
full of passages that proclaim this same
truth. All show us that Christ performed
the work of salvation, not in His divine
nature alone, nor in His human nature
alone, but that both natures, intimately
joined together, together produced our
salvation, each nature contributing its
proper share in every act.

In 1 Cor. 15, 3f. St. Paul speaks about
Christ and says that He “died for our
sins . . . was buried . . . and rose again.”
God cannot die, but Christ could because
He had a human nature. A man cannot
rise again from death, but Christ could,
because He was at the same time true
God.
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Take two other passages together. Im-
mediately after the fall God promised that
the “seed of the woman” should “bruise”
the head of the serpent. The expression
seed of the woman describes the promised
Savior as a true man. But how can a mere
man bruise the head of the serpent? Was
not the serpent more subtle than all the
beasts of the field? Not with a natural
subtlety, but with the subtlety of Satan,
who had taken possession of it. Had the
serpent not deceived Eve, who was
created in the image of God in true right-
eousness and holiness? How can any
(mere) man hope to battle successfully
with the serpent and undo the damage that
had been done? In 1 John 3, 8, we have
the answer: “For this purpose the Son
of God was manifested that he might de-
stroy the works of the devil.” The sced
of the woman is not a mere man; He is
a man in whom dwells all the fulness of
the godhead bodily : and thus as God-Man
He destroys the works of the devil.

The Necessity of Joint Action
By the Two Natures

When we speak of this necessity, it is
not as though we could comprehend it by
ourselves, as though we by our own rea-
son could figure it out that if the fallen
human race was to be saved, then the
Son of God must be made man and thus
by means of His two natures, each one
working conjointly with the other, achieve
our salvation. No, it is only after the
work has been completed, and as far as
God grants us some glimpse of His plan,
that we begin to realize how a joint action
of the two natures was necessary to set
us free.

The Savior must be a' true man, because
redemption could not be achieved except
by the shedding of blood. This was
symbolized by all the bloody sacrifices of
the Old Testament. In Lev. 17, 11, God
says: “The life of the flesh is in the
blood ; and I have given it to you upon the
altar to make an atonement for vour
souls: for it is the blood that maketh an
atonement for the soul.” The author of
Hebrews applies this truth to Christ. On
the basis of Lev. 17, 11, he says: “Almost
all things are by the law purged with
blood, and without shedding of blood is
no remission” (chap. 9, 22). Then, speak-
ing of Christ, he continues: “Now once
in the end of the world hath he appeared

to put away sin by the sacrifice of him-
self” (v. 26).

Thus while Adam as the head and
representative of the human race had by
his disobedience plunged the whole human
race into sin and destruction, so Christ,
the second Adam, by the sacrifice of Him-
self in the stead of the human race re-
stored us to the grace of God.

God could not suffer and die. The
Savior must be a true man. But why
must He be God?

What would have happened to a mere
man if God had laid the sins of the whole
world on him? We know how unbear-
ably heavy is the load of our own sin. —
What would have happened if a mere
man should have to face death in its fury
multiplied many million times? We know
how our own death can fill our heart with
fear. — What would have happened if a
mere man, forsaken by God, had to face
the full attack of the gates of hell? The
Psalmist 1s right when he says that “none
of them can by any means redeem his
brother, nor give to God a ransom for
him: for the redemption of their soul is
precious, and it ceases for ever” (Ps. 49,
7.8). The blood of our Savior, being the
blood of God’s own Son, now cleanses
us from all sin (1 John 1, 7).

Additional Comfort

Much could be said under this heading,
but we shall limit ourselves to a brief dis-
cussion of two points.

The Epistle to the Hebrews calls atten-
tion to one in the following words: “In
all things it behooved him to be made
like unto his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful Highpriest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people. For in that he
himself hath suffered, being tempted, he
is able to succor them that are tempted”
(chap. 2, 17. 18). When we are being
tempted by our fierce adversary and are
barely able to hold our ground, our
Savier, the Son of God Himself having
assumed human nature, knows how we
feel.  He suffered the same temptation,
and knows how to help and to comfort us.
When we grow so weak in the spirit that
we do not even know what to pray for and
how to pray properly, our Savior, the Son
of God, knows how we feel. He was so
weak Himself on the cross that He asked
His Father, “Why hast thou forsaken
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me?” He will now send His Spirit into
our heart to support us in our weakness.

Another point is this. Our Savior has
instituted His Supper to strengthen us.
He promises to give us His own body to
eat and His blood to drink, under the
bread and wine. Is He able to do it?
Is not His body and blood seated at the
right hand of His Father in heaven, far
removed from us here on earth? The two
natures of Christ are so intimately united
that where the one is there will the other
be also. Christ’s body and blood are not
tied to any circumscribed space. They are
as omnipresent as is His Godhead. If He
promises to give them to us to eat and
drink in the Supper, He is able to keep
His promise.

FFor that very purpose the Son of God
became man that He might redeem us and
might in every way assure us of our
redemption.

J. P. M.

WHY DO | GO TO CHURCH

I go to Church, God calls me there
To commune with Him in quiet prayer,

To hear His Word, that brings peace and rest
And to grow in grace and holiness.

I go to Church to hear the choir sing,
The anthems that glad tidings bring.
They touch the heart and stir the soul
And malke the weak feel strong and whole.

I go to Church, it's Christ's own temple here,
Where pastors bring God’'s own message clear.
Where teachers too, the children tell,
The Angel's message, they love so well

I go to Church to show my Christian love,
Ifor God the TFather in Heaven above,
And be of service wherever I can.
For that is God's own Heaven's Plan.

Than with all these gifts, what do I owe;
To God and man my love to show?
To God I owe all He's given me. And I go
To church, so man my Faith in Christ may see.
MARTIN C. STUHR.

The Northwestern Publishing
House Board regrets the delay of
the publication of the Gemeinde-
blatt-Kalender and the Northwestern
Lutheran Annual. The complete
revision of the lists on pages 181—
262 (ordered by the Synod) con-
sumed much more time than was
anticipated. There was also a lack
of cooperation in chserving the dead
line. We want to assure the mem-
bers of the Synod that we will do all
we can to avert a recurrance of
such a delay. '
Pavr Pierer, Chatrmai.





































