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CHRISTIANS
Acts II, 20-26

ANY may be surprised to hear that
M the Bible only in three instances
uses the title Christians to designate
Christ’s believing disciples. We find it
used in the twenty-sixth chapter of Acts
by King Agrippa. After Paul had testi-
fied before him concerning his own con-
version King Agrippa exclaimed : “Almost
thou persuadeth me to be a Christian.”
Then the Apostle Peter uses the name in
his first epistle, when he admonishes:
“Yet if any man suffer as a Christian,
let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf” (4, 16).
Finally the title Christians is used in our
text as a designation for disciples of
the Lord.

Here we are told of the first place
where this name was given to the follow-
ers of Jesus. It was in Antioch in Syria.
After Stephan had been stoned for his
joyful confession of Christ a bitter per-
secution had broken out against all the
believers at Jerusalem. Because of this
persecution they had to flee from the city
into the region round about. Yet wher-
ever these faithful disciples of the Lord
went they joyfully confessed Christ as
their Savior. Some who had gone as far
as Antioch in Syria confessed and
preached the Lord Jesus not only before
Jews but also before pagan Greeks. “And
the hand of the Lord was with them:
and a great number believed, and turned
unto the Lord.” When the news of this
new congregation of believers came to the
church at Jerusalem Barnabas was sent
to Antioch. He later got Paul from
Tarsus, and the two for a whole year
taught in the midst of the church at
Antioch, drawing ever more to Christ
and deepening and strengthening them
all in their faith. These disciples of the
Lord at Antioch were the ones who were
first called Christians. Outsiders seem-
ingly gave them this name. Obviously
they meant to say this: here are people
who believe in Christ and who in such
faith endeavor to serve Him with Christ-
like lives. When the inspired writer
states: “And the disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch,” he implies

that this name was soon applied to dis-
ciples of the Lord elsewhere, and that as
a fitting title it was destined to become
a most common name for Christ’s believ-
ing followers.

We Bear Christ’s Name

The title of a Christian belongs to you
and me inasmuch as we trust in Christ
as our Savior and in such faith are moved
to live ever more like Him. Christ means
The Anointed One. As our God-sent
Savior Jesus was anointed to be our
High Priest, Prophet, and King.

We Bear Our
High Priest’s
Name

We are all sinful by
nature and by our daily
lives. In these sins of
ours we could not stand
before God, approach Him, or even enjoy
His heavenly bliss and glory. Yet God’s
Son came down from heaven and became
our High Priest. Sacrificing Himself in
suffering and death to God in our stead
and in our behalf He wiped out the
punishments that we had merited. Bring-
ing His own perfectly holy life from birth
to death to God in our stead and in our
behalf He made us righteous in God’s
sight. As our victorious High Priest He
now intercedes for us. He is our advo-
cate with the Father. Because He pleads
for us on the basis of His atoning sacri-
fice we continue to enjoy God’s grace and
favor in spite of our daily sins and weak-
nesses. Those who look up to Christ as
their High Priest in trust and faith have
a right to bear His name, a right to call
themselves Christians. We cannot do this
of ourselves, however. Only the Gospel,
through which the Holy Spirit enlightens
us to see Jesus as our High Priest, can
give us such faith and preserve us in it.
Through the Gospel also the disciples at
Antioch, who were first called Christians,
came to look up to Christ as their perfect
High Priest.

Bearing our High Priest’'s name in
faith and having become priests through
Him with free access to God, we shall
want to lead priestly lives. Atoning sacri-
fies we cannot bring, and Christ’s perfect
sacrifice has left no need of any. We
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shall, however, be moved to grace our
name of Christians in accordance with the
divine admonitions: “I beseech you there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service” (Rom. 12, 1). “To
do good and to communicate forget not;
for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased” (Heb. 13, 16). In our High
Priest’s name we shall make prayers, sup-
plications, intercessions for all men, for
the members of our household, for our
fellow Christians, for those in need and
danger, for all that are in authority, yes,
even for our enemies, for those that de-
spitefully use us and persecute us.

We Bear Our ~ Our Savior
Prophet's Name  Christ was also an-

ointed to be our
Prophet. The work of the prophet is to
proclaim  God’s Word.  God’s great
message is the Gospel, the message of
forgiveness of sin. Not only did Jesus
in word and deed proclaim the Gospel of
forgiveness but He Himself established
it with His life and death. Without Him
there would be no Gospel to reach
our ears. Those who look to Christ in
faith as their great Prophet, those who
seek all knowledge and certainty of salva-
tion in Him, again rightly bear His name
and rightly call themselves Christians.
Yet bearing our Prophet’s name in faith
we shall also want to grace it by living as
prophets. Jesus says: ““As my Father has
sent me even so send I you” “Go ye
into all the world, and preach the Gospel
to every creature.” This commission we
shall want to heed as Christians. It was
thus that the disciples at Antioch, who
were first called Christians, bore their
high title. Though they had been forced
to flee they would not keep the precious
treasure of the Gospel to themselves.
Freely and joyfully they confessed it be-
fore all with whom they came into con-
tact. They sent out missionaries to reach
those to whom they could not speak per-
sonally. It was the Christian congrega-
tion at Antioch which prayerfully sent
out Paul and his co-workers on their
great missionary journeys among the
Gentiles. Thus we, too, shall want to
bear our high title of Christians.

(Continued on page 329)

Jesus .
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i Noosea by

A Word Wisely Spoken  “Churches are empty because
they have not challenged youth,
but have rallied them around banquets and plays.” So said Dr.
William Ward Ayer, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in New
York City. He spoke these ominous words to 1,500 people in
Milwaukee some time ago. We are repeating these words, not
because the Baptist minister has said something that has never
been said before, nor because he has come across a new dis-
covery in regard to the youth problem. There is nothing new
in what he has said, nor has he put it in new dress. These very
things have been stressed and said over and over again by
ministers of our church privately and publicly. We have said
on the authority of God’s Word that there is but one hope for
our youth as there is but one hope for the aged and that is the
obedience to the Gospel of Christ. 1f youth spurns this Word,
if youth turns from it and will not have it, youth has signed
its own death warrant. It is not the habits of youth that
must be changed but the heart. That heart — the natural
heart — in which “dwelleth no good thing,” must be changed.
Christ said to Paul, “I send thee unto the Gentiles to open
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive the for-
giveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me.” Nothing else will do. Christ
must dwell in the heart of our youth by faith and thus take
possession of the will and mind and energies. And Christ
will come to them in no other way than by the means of grace,
the Gospel and the Sacraments. “Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God,” Romans 10, 17. “Receive
with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save your
souls,” James 1, 21. There is no substitute for this Word of
God, the Gospel of our salvation. Banquets and social gather-
ings of youth, whether in homes or in the church parlors, suppers
and entertainments and plays supervised by the church, will
not save the souls of our youth nor create a taste for the real
thing, the Gospel of Christ. We were happy to read this ex-
pression from the lips of a man whose church body did dabble
in these things, and still does, believing that through them the
youth will be won for Christ and the Church. “Youth needs
a creed,” says Dr. Ayer. We hope also that Dr. Ayer had no
other creed in mind than that confessed in summary in the
Apostles’ Creed — and all of it, especially those matchless
words of Dr. Luther in his explanation of the second article:
“T believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father
from eternity and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is
my Lord; who has redeemed me a lost and condemned creature,

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from
the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His
holy, precious blood and with His innocent sufferings and
death; that I should be His own, etc. That creed youth needs
today and always. Let the churches concentrate on this work.
That and that alone is her calling.

W. J. S.

Rome Collects a Half
Million — For What?

Our curiosity was recently aroused
by a one-sentence Associated Press
dispatch from Honolulu. It stated:
“The navy has paid the Catholic Church on Guam $524,950.23
for wartime damage to 38 properties, Pacific fleet headquarters
announced today.” The date was August 25. Since $524,950.23
is a great deal of money and Guam is a small island which,
before the war, displayed very simple structures, we wondered
Low one church could suffer so much damage there. So far
we have been unable to secure further light on that point. But
we have learned that no Protestant claims have been paid,
although one of the Baptist mission boards seeks indemnifica-
tion for loss of one church and two houses. The Roman
Catholic claim was paid promptly, but the Protestant bill is
still “under consideration.” The navy says that payment was
made under Public Law 224, 79th Congress, approved Novem-
ber 15, 1945. That law sets up the Guam Land and Claims
Commission, appointdd by the Chief of Naval Operations
and/or the Naval Governor of Guam. This commission con-
sists of not more than three commissioned officers of the navy
or marine corps. Under the law, payment is to be made only
to “permanent residents of Guam,” the term being defined as
meaning “natural persons domiciled in the island of Guam.”
Since the navy has anounced that it has paid “the Catholic
Church on Guam $524,950.23,” the question arises as to
whether that church is “a natural person domiciled in the island
of Guam.” Furthermore the law is limited (Section 2-a) to
claims not exceeding $5,000. Thirty-eight claims at a maximum
of $5,000 each do not work out to more than half a million.
In the light of the many questions this transaction raises,
Pacific headquarters might consider whether it does not owe
the taxpayers, whose $524,950.23 was paid out, a bill of
particulars. The whole matter is significant in its own right
and also for the precedent it establishes -for the Philippines,
where the Roman Catholic Church claims from the United
States war damages of $125,000,000.

— Christian Century.
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TABLE OF DUTIES

Widows

IT1.

‘N our previous study we considered
. the two verses which our Catechism
wotes from 1 Tim. 5, 3-16, on the matter
f widows in a congregation. Today we
eprint the entire passage and briefly dis-
uss a few of the questions which St.
aul treats in it.

Text

Honor widows that are widows
indeed. But if any widow have chil-
dren or nephews, let them learn first
to show piety at home, and to requite
their parents, for that is good and
acceptable before God. Now she that
is a widow indeed, and desolate,
trusteth in God, and continueth in
supplications and prayers night and
day. But she that liveth in pleasure
is dead while she liveth. And these
things give in charge, that they may
be blameless. But if any provide not
for his own, and specially for those
of his own house, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel.
Let not a widow be taken into the
number under threescore years old,
having been the wife of one man,
well reported for good works; if she
have brought wp children, if she have
lodged strangers, if she have washed
the saints’ feet, if she have relieved
the afflicted, if she have diligently
followed every good work. But the
younger widows refuse: for when
they have begun to wax wanton
against Christ, they will marry;
having damnation, because they have
cast off their first faith. And withal
they learn to be idle, wandering about
from house to house; and not only
idle, but tattlers also and busybodies,
speaking things which they ought
not. I will therefore that the younger
women marry, bear children, guide
the house, give none occasion to the
adversary to speak reproachfully.
For some are already turned aside
after Satan. If any man or woman
that believeth have widows, let them
relieve them, and let not the church
be charged; that it may relieve them
that are widows indeed.

Taken into the Number

Paul begins the entire paragraph with
the command to konor true widows. After
defining what true widows are he adds
in v. 9 specifically: Let not a widow be
taken into the number, that is, entered
upon the lists or catalogued as a widow.
(Our English word catalog is derived
from the Greek worfl which Paul here
uses. )

To what custom he refers, and what
the exact meaning of this cataloguing of
widows was, is not definitely known. It
seems to have implied more than just the
listing of a widow as in need of support.
Paul mentions it as something that falls
under the general head of “honor.” When
he lists as one of the qualifications, if she
have lodged strangers, and again, if she
have relieved the afflicted, he does not

seem to have cases of extreme poverty
in mind. Rather, during the life of her
husband such a widow must have lived
in comfortable circumstances.

When Paul says concerning widows
who have children or grandchildren: et
them learn first to show piety at home,
he means, of course, that children who
earn their own livelihood should accord-
ing to the Fourth Commandment support
their widowed mother. But if there are
small children, then the widow herself
certainly has something to learn also. She
is confronted with problems which trou-
bled her little or not at all while her
husband was there to grapple with them,
and to counsel and to guide her. Now
suddenly the whole management of the
estate and the whole training of her chil-
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dren is laid on her shoulders. She cer-
tainly has something to learn.

In Acts 6 we see that the church in
Jerusalem introduced the system of
almoners, or deacons, at a very early date.
Soon it was found that in a number of
cases it was not feasible to employ men.
Then — we do not know the exact time
— deaconesses were engaged by the con-
gregations. In the Epistle to the Romans
(written in 58 A. D.) Paul refers to a
certain Phebe who was deaconess in
Cenchrea (chap. 16, 1). He adds no
word of explanation but assumes that the
Romans were familiar with the arrange-
ment. Widows who were not tied down
by household duties were often engaged
in the capacity of deaconesses.

It seems that Paul has both things in
mind, the support of the widow by the
church, and her employment for work in
the church.

Danger of Widow Deaconesses

We note at the outset that Paul is not
theorizing. He is speaking from observa-
tion and experience. Read the 15th verse:
“For some are already turned aside after
Satan.” That was a matter of record.

On the basis of this sad experience
Paul advises Timothy: “Let not a widow
be taken into the number under threescore
years old.” And concerning younger
widows he says: “But the younger
widows refuse: for when they have begun
to wax wanton against Christ, they will
marry ; having damnation because they
have cast off their first faith.” When
Paul so brusquely says refuse, he does
not mean that younger widows should not
receive support from the church if they
are needy and stand alone in the world.
God did not except young destitute
widows when He said: “Deal thy bread
to the hungry” (Is. 58, 7), nor does
Paul ; but he warns against “taking them
into the number” by the church.

Paul mentions several things that he
observed in the case of young widows
thus employed by the church. The first
was that they began to wax wanton
against Christ. They began to feel im-
portant, and began to lack Christian
humility. Then they got it into their
heads that they wanted to marry. Their
heart was not in their work any more.
And to have their wish they were ready
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to cast off their first faith. They were
ready to accept a heathen husband and
return to paganism with him, if only they
could get married.

How this attitude would affect their
service as deaconesses is not hard to
guess. Paul states it in this way: “And
withal they learn to be idle, wandering
about from house to house; and not idle,
but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking
things which theyv ought not.”

Hence: Refuse.

May Widows Re-marry?

One of the points that Timothy should
investigate before he had any widow en-
listed is: whether she was “the wife of
one man.” Some understand this to mean
that she must have been married only
once. The new Revised Standard Version
even translates it that way: no widow
should be enrolled “who has been married
more than once.” When Paul says “the
wife of one husband,” he is not speaking
of the number of times that she was
married, but that she must have been
faithful to her husband to whom she was
married.

In 1 Cor. 7, 8 9, Paul writes: “I say
therefore to the unmarried and widows,
It is good for them if they abide even
as I. But if they cannot contain, let them
marry: for it is better to marry than to

burn.” In our text he continues: “I will
therefore that the voung women marry,”
ete.

This is the consistent teaching of the
Scriptures.

Support of the Widows

Paul emphasizes that it is natural for
man to provide for his own, and especially
for those of his own house. A father does
not have to be a Christian, if he is a
normal man he will provide for his family.
Likewise a normal mother, even though
she loses her husband, will not neglect her
own children for the sake of pleasure, or
of earning money for luxury, or of gain-
ing honor. Also children will provide for
their bereaved mother. If any one does
not do this, Paul says, he has denied
his faith and is worse than an infidel.

When a widow had been enlisted by the
church, then it became the task of the
church to support her. But that did not
mean that some members should get cheap
help at the expense of the church. Paul
concludes the entire paragraph with the
warning: “If any (man or) woman that
believeth have (namely for service)
widows (from the church) let them
relieve them, and let not the church be
charged ; that it may relieve them that are
widows indeed.”

J. P. M.

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE “LUTHERAN MEN
OF AMERICA IN WISCONSIN?”

EARLY this summer 550 Lutheran
men of Milwaukee and vicinity for-
mally organized the “Lutheran Men of
America in Wisconsin,” an organization
which is “to promote better fellowship
among Lutherans” and which according
to the constitution it adopted, “is to
develop better understanding among all
Lutherans and to encourage fellowship
and cooperation among Lutherans,” “to
foster publicity looking toward a wider
dissemination of the Christian philosophy
of life,” “to help meet the challenge
which has come to all Christendom as a
result of the world crisis arising out of
the war.” Any adult member in good
standing of any Lutheran church in Wis-
consin may become a member. The
affairs of the group are in charge of

an executive board of 18 members, six
of each of the three Synodical groups
represented. Accordingly they elected six
members each from the American Lu-
theran Conference, the Missouri Synod,
and the United Lutheran Church congre-
gations. At their organization meeting
they sang three hymns: A Mighty
Fortress, Now Thank We All Our God,
and Blest Be the Tie that Binds Our
Hearts in Christian Love.

If we carefully examine this organiza-
tion we shall find it to be unscriptural,
unlutheran, and uncharitable,

The Organization Is Unscriptural

IT IS UNSCRIPTURAL, because it
brings into Christian fellowship members
of three large Lutheran bodies who are
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not in doctrinal agreement with one an-
other. The Missouri Synod this July
openly declared that there still is no doc-
trinal unity between it and the American
Lutheran Church. The United Lutheran
Church is still so far afield in what it
teaches concerning the Scriptures, that it
has been considered uscless even to begin
negotiations with it again, — to say
nothing of the unionistic practices
countenanced within the congregations
outside of the Synodical Conference.

Now religious fellowship with false
doctrine, that is with doctrine deviating
from the Word of God, no matter
whether such doctrine is defended by in-
dividuals or by entire church bodies, is
UNIONISM. Religious fellowship with
those “who do not teach the Word of
God in truth and purity and live accord-
ing to it” is forbidden by God’s Word.
Preachers who deviate from the true
Word of God should be shunned by
Christians: “Beware of false prophets.”
(Matthew 7.) “A man that is a heretic
after the first and second admonition
reject.” (Titus 3, 10.) False doctrine is
like a progressive disease, which spreads
like a cancer. (2 Tim. 2, 17.) By fel-
lowshipping with those who adhere to
false doctrine we become partakers of
their evil deeds. (2 John 11.)

The Milwaukee Lutheran, published by
the Milwaukee Federation of Lutheran
laymen (U. L. C.), rejoiced over the fact
that after 30 years of efforts they finally
succeeded in getting Lutheran men of
the Missouri Synod into their organiza-
tion. That these men practiced religious
fellolwship can best be answered from
items in the same periodical: “Helmuth
Koepke of Cross Church opened the meet-
ing . .. after a stirring invocation by
Pastor Gornitzka the men took up the
business of adopting the constitution . . .
at a later meeting of the board of gov-
ernors Brother Koepke was elected the
first president.” (Emphasis ours.)

How could brethren of our Synodical
Conference join in prayer and religious
fellowship with men who belonged to
congregations that adhered or counte-
nanced false doctrines and false practices?
At least the fact that members who excom-
municated themselves from our churches
by joining lodges were received at the
Lord’s table by the very congregations





































