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“The Lord our God. be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us.” 1 KINGS 8:57

Volume 29 Milwaukee, Wisconsin, February 22, 1942 Number 4

LENT

“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem,
and all things that are written
by the prophets concerning the

Son of man shall be accomplished.”
Luke 18, 3I
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AT THE PORTAL

\ BLIND man sat by the way side begging, and

hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it
meant. And they told him that Jesus of Nazareth passeth
by.” Luke 18, 35-37.

The procession is again under way ; the great multitude
of the followers of Jesus has entered the Lenten season
and is on the way which leads to Jerusalem, to Gethsemane,
and to Calvary. — Today also we may see more than one
blind man sitting by the way side and asking about the
meaning of this great procession. These blind men along
life’s busy highway are beggars also, asking for considera-
tion, recognition from their fellowmen, asking for the
pleasures of this life, begging for alms, daily bread and
other material things. These blind men would live by
bread alone. Not a few of them are prodigal sons who
have left the Father’s house, scorned the love of the
Father in Christ Jesus, His Son, wasted and squandered
the rich spiritual treasures which were theirs, and are now
willing to feed on the empty husks which the world has
to offer them. — Pity these blind men, the spiritual blind,
who know nothing of the meaning of this procession, “Be-
hold, we go up to Jerusalem!”

But there are some in this procession who have eyes,
and see not; who have ears, and hear not, neither do they
understand. The blind man sitting by the way side asked
for the meaning of the procession that was moving toward
Jerusalem, and they answered him that Jesus of Nazareth
passeth by.

Passiontide — A Passing Fancy?

In the company of Jesus® followers there are those
whose interest in Christ is as shortlived as the season of
Lent. To them it is a season for rallying around the
Cross of Christ, only to forsake the Savior again when
this season is ended. — “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.”
—Not a few have joined the procession also to forsake
some pleasures in which they indulge throughout the
vear, to give up something during the Lenten season, but
with the reservation that “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by,”
and that when Lent is over they shall enjoy a double
measure of the pleasures which they have forsaken during
this season. — Some also welcome the “passing Jesus of
Nazareth” to join the procession and to demonstrate their
Christianity, as if the Kingdom of God came by obser-
vation.

But it is not for us to sit by the wayside and rebuke
men only. Pity the blind and all who miss the meaning
of Passiontide! The Savior commands that these should
be brought to Him, that He might open their eyes and
their hearts. — How can this be accomplished?

Behold, We Go Up to Jerusalem

As an inscription over the portal of Passiontide the
Church has chosen the familiar Gospel lesson recorded

OF PASSIONTIDE

Luke 18, 31-43. In bold letters these words meet our eye,
“Then He took unto Him the twelve, and said unto them,
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all the things that are
written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall
be accomplished. For He shall be delivered unto the
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated and
spitted on: and they shall scourge Him, and put Him to
death: and the third day He shall rise again.” — Thus our
Savior Himself began the
Lenten procession which led
to Jerusalem, to Gethsemane,
to Gabbatha, over the Way
of Sorrows to the Place of a
Skull. He would have His
disciples follow Him, for He
says, “We go.” It is a mark
of faithful discipleship to fol-
low the Savior in His Pas-
sion. Our observance of
Lent with its special Lenten
services is written as it were
in the words, “Behold, we go
up to Jerusalem.”

But standing at the portal of Passiontide we shall be
sure of the course which is to be taken. We must not
permit ourselves to be misled by anyone. In the words
before us the Cross of Christ is clearly set before us. The
Savior is announcing His Passion to His disciples. — It
is true the Christian looks to Christ and Him crucified
day by day, in daily contrition and repentance. Through-
out the year faithful ministers of the Word preach Christ
and Him crucified. But during the Lenten season we are
as it were to draw a little nearer to the Cross and literally
know nothing save Christ and Him crucified. We must
resolve — pulpit and pew : “Here will I stand beside Thee
— Redeemer spurn me not.”

The Shepherd and His Flock
Pastor and People

Turn to the Gospel lesson again which ushers in the
Lenten season. Unmistakably the suffering Savior is set
before our eyes. But mark that Jesus Himself is speaking
and announcing His Passion to His disciples. Neither
does He say, “I shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, / shall
be scourged and put to death,” but He chooses His favorite
self-description “The Son of man.” Neither does He draw
His own picture of His Passion but — and this is signifi-
cant — He refers His disciples to the Scriptures and says,
“All things that are written by the prophets concerning the
Son of man shall be accomplished.”

Thus we see our Savior before us as the Shepherd of
His flock, as the Pastor with His people. Although He
is that Good Shepherd who shall lay down His life for His

(Continued on page 57)
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EDITORIALS

MINISTERS UNDER THE MICROSCOPE

THE OLD BIBLE VERSION

Under this signifi-
cant title G. Elson
Ruff, in the Lutheran, quotes some very interesting
opinions in regard to ministers. Says the Lutheran:

“Several hundred prominent laymen were asked by
Lester C. Haword what they think of ministers, reports
Fred Turner in the Philadelphia Record.

“Judged by their public statements ministers ‘are just
good respectable men, a little better than the average run
of citizens,” replied Aldous Huxley, noted British novelist.
William Allen White finds clergymen ‘brave, honest, kind,
courageous, tolerant, open-minded.’

“ “The minister, by the large, in an impractical sort,
emoting under half-baked facts and half-conclusions when
he leaves the religious field,” stated another laymen. ‘He
is busy trying to be an economist not preaching Christ.’

Ministers Under the Microscope

“Some of the critics believe the minister has a good
working knowledge of the major trends of the day, ‘much
better than the average of those in the pew,” and others
believe the minister is out of touch with everyday reali-
ties.” The most admired preachers of Christian history
were listed as ‘Martin Luther, John Wesley, Phillips
Brooks.”

Generally, we would say, that these men do not think
much of the ministers, even those who have some flattering
things to say about them. These men seemed to be inter-
ested only in placing the ministers in the niche in which
they do not belong. In judging a carpenter one does not
consider how well he can scrub a floor and in judging a
lawyer or a dentist no one would think of judging him on
the merits of investments. Why, then, always judge a
minister according to qualities which he is not expected
to possess? No doubt, ministers themselves have con-
tributed not a little to this basis of judgment on the part
of the public. Many ministers, as one of those interviewed
correctly says, “are busy trying to be economists, not
preaching Christ.” And some try to fit the picture Wil-
liam Allen White paints — ‘“brave, honest, courageous,
tolerant, open-minded.” However admirable these quali-
ties are and however desirable to possess, yet they are not
the essential qualities, and no minister ought to strive for
them at the expense of being “a good minister of Jesus
Christ,” as Paul puts it, nor use his gifts for any other
purpose than to magnify the grace and mercy of God.
He will preach the Gospel of the kingdom to wretched
sinners that they turn to God and live. That is all. His
calling is so big that it will require all his talents and gifts
and qualities, however few or many they may be, to fulfill
his ministry.

A minister of Jesus Christ has no time to waste in

THE BROTHERHOOD

pondering and wondering what the world, great men or
small, may think of him. He has no time to meddle with
the affairs of the world that are none of his concern.
Whatever learning he has, whatever understanding of the
problems of the world he may have, he will apply them
wisely in his calling and for the good of the people imme-
diately entrusted to his spiritual care. He is not interested
in the flattery of the world or in the opinion of men con-
cerning himself. He is more concerned about the opinion
of those whom he is called by God to serve and who sit
under his pulpit each Sunday than for the acclaim of a
million men who have no interest in him as a servant of
Jesus Christ.  So let the world put the ministers under
the microscope if they enjoy that kind of passtime, but
as for the minister who knows his calling, it will leave
him cold. He values only the praise of His Lord, and
for that he will have to wait. W. J. S.

* * * *

The OId Bible Version Some years ago the Augus-

tana Synod decided to adopt
the American Standard Version of the Bible in all its
churches.  Certainly this decision was not meant to be an
arbitrary compulsion imposed upon the individual congre-
gations but it was a strong suggestion for the adoption of
it by the constituent congregations. How many of their
churches followed the suggestion of synod would be very
difficult to say. Since, however, the American Revised
Version became the official version of the Augustana
Synod one may expect that the majority of the churches
adopted it.

That it was a very unwise move on their part is con-
ceded in a lengthy editorial in the Lutheran Companion,
the official organ of that synod. The well written edi-
torial has this to say: “After the passing of a decade and
a half, the Synod still finds itself in the unique position
of being the only church body in America, so far as we
know, that adopted the American Version as its official
text. And now that a committee is at work to bring out
another translation to supersede it, it is very obvious that
no other church group will follow our lead. Instead, it
is now tacidly admitted that the American Standard Ver-
sion has failed to find acceptance by the Church in
America.” The editor is now in favor of going back to
the old King James Version. He is unwilling to advise
any more pioneering and “being an experimental ground
on which to try out a new translation.” The writer has
in mind the new American translation that is now being
prepared by a committee of American scholars. This new
translation which will appear on the market within the
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next few years will differ from the American Standard “God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to
Version in this that it will more nearly resemble the King dwell on all the face of the earth.” Acts 17, 26. But
James Version, now generally used, in the simple, reve- nowhere in the Scriptures are we told that the fact and the
rential, classic style that sets it apart from all other books. knowledge of this “brotherhood” will restrain men from

Perhaps this new translation of the committee ap- committing violence upon one another. The perfect brother-
pointed by the International Council of Religious Educa- hood which God intended for man was destroyed with the
tion in 1936 of which Dean Luther A Weigle of Yale advent of sin into the world. As this terrible root destroyed
University Divinity School is the head may appeal to the  the relation between God and man it at the same time de-
Churches in America. Who can say? But just how diffi- gtroyed the relation between man and man. Tt caused
cult it is to introduce something better in regard to a Bible 3 t0 hate man.  Since the day that Cain slew his brother

translation than the translation of the King James Ver-  aApel the history of man is written in blood. Man no
sion, has been demonstrated time and again. Each new

translation after careful study seems to have short-comings
as great and even greater than those of the King James
Version, so that the Church generally has refused to make
a change.

more thinks in the terms of “brotherhood” but in terms of
“self.””  Selfishness, pride and greed are root-sins, and
natural man will not be able to overcome them. They will
remain the disturbing and destructive element as long as
men are on this earth. Men may preach this bosh about
a “brotherhood” until earth re-echoes the sound and the
heavens fall but nothing man can do will be able to stem
the slaughter in the world. Beautiful phrases will not
do it.

There is wisdom in this attitude. For those who com-
mit to memory many passages of the Scriptures — espe-
cially the children who are required to do this — it would
be confusing, to say the least, to change from one trans-
lation to the other. Unless a new translation appears
which is far superior to the present King James Version God alone is able to reunite the hearts of men and to
and is generally conceded to be so the King James V ersion make all strife to cease and wars to end. The foundation
ought to be retained and no doubt will be retained in the of that new brotherhood has been laid — laid on Golgotha
Church. W. J. S. in the blood of the Son of God. To this foundation God

* ¥ * * is calling all men through repentance and faith. But men
will not have this foundation ; they will not receive Christ
as their one hope and their salvation. “But as many as re-
ceived Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons
of God, even to them that believe on His name: which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God.” John 1, 12.13. Here is
the brotherhood that has foundation; it is the communion

The Brotherhood That word is being so thoroughly
overworked that we are beginning to
find it extremely distasteful. Wherever you go, what-
ever you read and wherever you read these days some-
where or sometime in your reading your eye will fall on
the magic word “brotherhood.” Everybody knows some-
thing about that “brotherhood,” and everybody is using i o :
it. They speak about the “great human family” in such of saints — the holy Christian church. Here God reigns
familiar terms that one feels a bit ashamed not to be able by His Word; here the Spirit controls the hearts of men;
to do it. What is it all about? They tell us that this here men confess their sinfulness and acknowledge their
war is a monstrous sin against the “brotherhood” and that unworthiness ; here men are washed in the blood of Christ
we must fight until “the brotherhood of man” is re-estab- and strive to imitate His example in their daily lives;
lished and made so secure that no nation will ever dare to here men love God and their brethren. No, the brother-
violate its laws. hood is not perfect. Sin still enters to mar the per-
Yes, there is such a thing as a “brotherhood” if by fect picture. But, since all hearts are controlled by the
‘that we mean that all men are related to one another in love of Christ, faults and failing are forgiven and peace is
‘Adam and Eve and that all men are of the same flesh and ever restored. They forgive as they have been forgiven.
‘blood. This is a fact that is supported by the Scriptures: Let this brotherhood flourish. W. J. S
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SPIRITUAL WELFARE COMMISSION

For Our Men in Military Service

SPIRITUAL WELFARE WORK MORE NECESSARY THAN EVER
By Rev. E. Benj. Schlueter, Chairman

NOT since the days of the great World War, 1917-1918, has the Church been confronted with a greater task
than that which confronts it today. Through the treacherous attack of the Japanese on Pearl Harbor
we have been drawn into World War II.

In these trying times vast armies of men in training in the various branches of our armed forces through-
out the length and breadth of our country, as well as those in transit and at the battle front, need the sustain-
ing power of the Gospel more than ever.

Practically all the larger church bodies have recognized this and are utilizing every possible means at their
disposal to meet this challenge. We, too, are concerned and are doing all we can to aid the local congregations
in keeping our men loyal to their Savior and in confirming them in their faith.

Through the agency of our Spiritual Welfare Commission, which functions as an auxiliary branch of our
General Mission Board and of which the Reverend Edward Blakewell is the Executive Secretary, devotional
literature of every discription and letters of encouragement and cheer are being sent regularly to more than
2,500 men whose military addresses have been submitted to the Executive Office, 1916 E. Thomas Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. Thanks to the efficiency of the U. S. Post Office Department, 98 per cent of this mail
reaches its destination and is read not only by our men, but by many others to whom the literature is passed on.

The appreciation of this service is manifested by the receipt of hundreds of letters from the men, in which
they express their thankfulness. Not a few even enclose a contribution from their meager pay, asking that
their names be kept on our mailing list and telling Pastor Blakewell how much this literature means to them.
We therefore plead with you: Keep our office informed of every change of address! Failure to report changes
may cause unnecessary disappointment to those who eagerly look forward to receiving this spiritual literature.

Surely this work should have the whole-hearted and prayerful support of every member of the Synod. And
that, not merely because it is being appreciated by the men in the service, but because it is a part of our God-
appointed work. That work dare not be neglected. After all, these men are still members of our Church.
They are our brethren in Christ. They need our help. We are responsible for them before God. It is
therefore our duty to see to it that they are supplied with the One Thing Needful.

FUNDS NEEDED

Let us therefore, without slighting any of the other work carried on by our Synod, gladly and freely make
an appreciable offering that the work being done by our Spiritual Welfare Commission may not only be car-
ried on in the manner and in the scope in which it was begun, but eventually be enlarged by such added ser-
vices as future developments may demand.

We would therefore urge that every congregation throughout the entire Synod utilize the coming Lenten
season for the purpose of gathering special offerings for this work. Let us remember, God’s children should
never be weary in well-doing. Wherever the opportunity represents itself, they “do good unto all men, espe-
cially unto them who are of the household of faith.” We have given for all kinds of charitable purposes
connected with the physical well-being of the men in the service and have done it gladly. Dare we ignore
the scriptural injunction by turning a deaf ear to the plea now being made in behalf of the spiritual welfare
of those who are of the household of faith? Let our answer come forth out of a heart cleansed and purified

by the Blood of Christ and we shall consider it a

privilege to participate in this great work. If an

MY MISS'ON OFFERING average offering of One Dollar would be forth-

coming from every communicant member of our

g Synod — and there are 184,000 — we would not

only have ample funds to carry on the work of
the Spiritual Welfare Commission, but could
also assure the General Mission Board that its

Spiritual Welfare Commission _
regular work would not be slighted.

Joint Synod of Wisconsin

and Other States Special envelopes have been prepared by our
Spiritual Welfare Commission for this offering.
Address a letter or card to 1916 E. Thomas
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, stating your re-
quirements and you will receive your envelopes
by return mail.

For Men in Military Service
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“WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES BUT CHRIST JESUS THE LORD”
2 COR. 4,5

By Pastor Immanuel Frey, Denver, Colorado

N his Second Epistle to the Corinthians the Apostle

Paul not infrequently found himself on the defensive
and in a rather embarrassing position. He had been
made the target of lies and unworthy insinuations by men
who were trying to undermine not only his influence in
the congregation but, what was worse, also the Gospel
which he had preached there. They had charged him
with crooked motives and underhanded practices. They
had succeeded to some extent in implanting all sorts of
doubts and suspisions in the hearts of some of the Corin-
thian members. No trick had been too contemptible if
they could thereby turn the people
against him and the Gospel which he
preached.

They implied that Paul was a fraud
and imposter, that when some years
before he had established the Corin-
thian congregation he had come with- \
out any call and without any authority
to preach there. It had been different \
with themselves, they claimed. They
had come with letters of introduction
and recommendation from high quar-
ters. Paul, they intimated, had noth-
ing to show that he was a real apostle
or even a qualified messenger of
Christ. This led him to write: “Are
they Hebrews? so am I. Are they
Israelites? so am I.  Are they the seed
of Abraham? so am I. Are they the
ministers of Christ? (I speak as a
fool) T am more: In labors more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more fre-
quent, in death oft.” And then he went on to give a list
of some of the things which he had done and suffered in
the cause of Christ.

But the whole thing was distasteful to him. It was
too much like bragging. He said: “I am become a fool in
glorying, ve have compelled me, for I ought to have been
commended of you, for in nothing am I behind the very
chiefest of the apostles, though I am nothing.” e had
no desire to brag about himself. He wanted to talk about
Christ. His favorite pronoun was not “I” but “He,”
with a capital letter.

Not Paul’s Topic

Speaking for himself and all true Gospel preachers, he
wrote: “We preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus the
Lord.” He was not in the business of promoting himself.
He was not trying to advertise himself or to get “a good
press” Some church people whose views may otherwise
be sound, consider that all right, even desirable as long as

DMm—"1—0C T

it falls under the head of “dignified” advertising, whatever
that may be. It is pretty hard for a man to blow his own
horn and be dignified about it.

Favorable publicity is considered of the utmost im-
portance in most fields of human endeavor. Look at the
great propaganda machines, each one daily grinding out
pages of favorable publicity. Those whose prodigious
incomes depend on their remaining public figures, such as
screen actors and actresses, have their paid press agents
who draw high salaries just to think upand carry out
schemes to keep the names of their clients before the

public. They know of nothing more
fatal than to become forgotten men
and women. Even in the professions
which are known as “ethical” there are
those who are known to the newspaper
trade as publicity-seekers. They are
always scheming to get their names
T into the paper.

Since unscrupulous men find their
way into the public ministry as into
other professions, men who are inter-
ested only in the money and honor
which is in it for them, there are also
preachers who are always pulling
strings to get their names into the
papers and to remain in the public eye.
That is sometimes the reason why they
affiliate with public movements and
serve on committees which have no

connection with the Gospel ministry.
Others who seek no personal gain
nevertheless court favorable publicity for themselves or
their churches by stressing things which appeal to the
senses, that is, the flesh, because they think it will draw
people and so advance the cause of the Lord. They try
to draw people to Christ not by preaching Christ to a
world lost in sin but by holding some worldly attraction
or accomplishment before their eyes, intending perhaps
later inside of the church to remove the worldly bait and
substitute Christ for it, thus trying to catch people with
guile, as Paul in another connection was accused of doing.

A Different Method

The Apostle Paul did not operate like that. He did
not try to drum up an audience in the various cities in
which he preached by appointing a publicity committee and
putting on a publicity campaign. He did not try to draw
a crowd and to make people favorably disposed toward
his message by advertising the fact he had studied under
Gamaliel, that he was a world-traveler and had preached
in many different countries, that most of the large Chris-













































