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"The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us.” 1 KINGS 8:57
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“Why Are Ye Fearful,
O Ye Of Little Faith?”

Storm At Sea

“Then He arose, and rebuked the winds, and the raging
of the water, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still.
And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.”
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“"WHEN HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD”...

Read Luke 2, 41-52

E are accustomed to saying that this record in Luke’s

Gospel is the only story in the New Testament of the
childhood of Jesus. This statement, however, needs to
be qualified. The New Testament has a number of stories
about the Child Jesus. But we do mark this that the
sacred writers tell these stories from a single point of
view. They show us what angels and men thought and
said of this Child, what was done for this Child and with
Him. And throughout this record no mention is made of
any self-expression on the part of the Child Jesus. Even
that familiar line in the children’s hymn, “The little Lord
Jesus no crying He makes” finds no Scriptural support.
Only this is important to the holy men of God who spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost to tell us in what
surroundings the Child Jesus lived and was reared, how
His parents cared for Him. — Perhaps the Scriptures are
a bit tantalizing in this respect. There is no child that
interests us more than the Child Jesus. How we should
like to observe Him, mark His every expression, and
follow Him day by day through all the years of His child-
hood! But the Scriptures do not satisfy our curiosity.
They tell us that Mary wrapped her first-born son in
swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger, how the
shepherds came, and the Wise Men, and worshipped Him,
how Herod plotted His death, how Joseph took Mary and
the young Child and fled with them to Egypt, how they
remained there until Joseph received word that he should
return to Nazareth ; and with the words, “The Child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit, filled with grace : and the grace
of God was upon Him,” the entire record of His early
childhood is completed.

They Performed All Things According to the Law

All emphasis in this story is laid on the care which
Joseph and Mary exercised in protecting their Child and
in fulfilling every parental duty. Joseph is constantly
watching over Mary and the young Child and listening for
the Lord and the Angel of the Lord so as to carry out
every command concerning this Child. In Luke 2, 39 we
read of Joseph and Mary, “And when they had performed
all things according to the Law of the Lord, they returned
into Galilee to their own city Nazareth.” Every command
of God given to all parents in Israel concerning their sons
was carefully heeded by Joseph and Mary. They brought
their Child to the temple for circumcision, they presented
Him to the Lord, and Mary brought the sacrifice according
to the Word of God. And this story of the boy Jesus at
the age of twelve years still shows the concern of His
parents. We read, “Now His parents went to Jerusalem
every year at the feast of the Passover. And when He
was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the
custom of the feast.” It was a pious, God-fearing home
in which the Child Jesus was reared. — And even now

we see them seeking the boy with great anxiety when they
believed Him lost. One cannot read the story of the
childhood of Jesus without being impressed by the parental
care which this Child received. And the story might be
summed up in the words, “They performed all things
according to the law of the Lord.

Parental Neglect

How many homes in our day present a picture which
is strikingly different from that which is here presented !
This story of the childhood of Jesus is beautiful, because
Jesus here is simply a child, entirely dependent upon His
parents, cared for by them, trained by them, almost hidden
by His parents. But mark the many homes today in
which children have been permitted, yes made to step out
of their sphere, where parents conduct themselves toward
their children not as their superiors, but as their equals.
— There is to be sure a natural love and pride, a natural
admiration of parents for their own flesh and blood, but
the doting, indulging parent hardly realizes how distaste-
ful it is to others when he parades his little darlings before
men as supermen. Such parents are the worst enemies
of their children. It is a sad truth illustrated in every
day’s experience that spoiled, indulged little children are
disobedient and ungrateful and most likely will break the
hearts of their parents in later life. What a sad spectacle
it is to see parents lay down their God-given authority in
the home to be trampled in the dust by their children. Of
Eli the Lord said, “I have told him that I will judge his
house forever for the iniquity which he knoweth ; because
his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.”
From their earliest youth Eli had permitted his sons to
express themselves, to have their own way, to satisfy their
every desire. This meant disaster for these sons and
their father. — The parents of Jesus knew themselves to
be altogether responsible for the training of their Child.
The entire picture presented to us of the childhood of
Jesus shows how painstakingly they cared for the child
entrusted to them.

Jesus’ First Word

But now the story changes, and we are permitted to
see the boy Jesus in the temple at Jerusalem and in the
home at Nazareth when He was twelve years old. He is
still a child, to be sure, yet a child that has reached the
age of discretion. And now we may see the fruits of His
early training. Now, moreover, He begins to express
Himself, to reveal what is in His heart and mind. We
hear Him speak for the first time, we see Him in the
company of the scribes and doctors in the temple asking,
answering questions. Now we may observe Him in His
attitude and behavior toward Mary and Joseph. — And
there is but this one story of the boy Jesus. Again the
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curtain drops on all of the succeeding years of His life
until He appears as a man thirty years of age. And thus
this story of the boy Jesus points forward to the years
that follow. As we see Him here in this Gospel lesson
so we must picture Him in the years that followed. Two
sentences in this record of Luke’s Gospel complete this
picture of Jesus for us: His own word spoken in the
temple, “Wist ye not that T must be about My Father’s
business?” and the words of the Evangelist concerning
Him, “And He went down with them, and came to Naza-
reth, and was subject unto them.” What is the import of
these sentences?

The Father’s Son

That temple in Jerusalem to which Jesus and His par-
ents came was the house of God. Many faithful children
of Israel journeyed annually to this temple happy in the
thought that God would accept their sacrifices and that He
had adopted them as His people and His children. — But
Jesus as a boy of twelve came to that temple with a joy
and a conviction of Sonship which no other child in Israel
knew or could know. He was at home in the temple, in
the house of God. And marvel not over the fact that He
lingered longer in the courts of the temple, that His parents
found Him in the company of the scribes and doctors.
And why should these doctors be astonished at His under-
standing and answers? — The temple was His Father’s
house, the Word which the doctors taught was His
Father’s word. Jesus, the boy in the temple, is the Son
of God, not by adoption, not by creation, but He is God
of God, being of the same substance with the~TFather.
The Gospel lesson of the boy Jesus in the temple is
properly placed into the Epiphany Season. Here, too,
Jesus manifested forth His glory, the glory of the only
begotten Son of the Father.

He Learned Obedience

But the remarkable thing is this that the Son of God
came to Jerusalem as a boy and that He became obedient,
not only to His heavenly Father but to Joseph and Mary.
This is the gracious manifestation of Jesus, He learned
obedience, obedience to God and to men. — And in this
order. Mary must learn the lesson that her son belongs
first to the Father, even as Jesus tells her, “How is it that
ye sought Me? Wist ye not that I must be about My
Father’s business?” — To please His Father in heaven,
to obey His God, is Jesus’ first commandment and concern.
He must be about His Father’s business and become obe-
dient unto Him — even unto the death on the cross.
Though a sword pierce the heart of Mary, His mother,
He will obey His Father. Yet His obedience to God does
not disturb His relation toward Mary and Joseph. In-
deed not, for He went down with them and became obe-
dient unto them. His obedience to God included this
filial obedience in the home at Nazareth.

Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s busi-
ness?”  And did He chafe under this “must”? His was

a wholehearted, willing obedience to God and man. He
must show obedience, it is the joy of His life. T delight
to do Thy will.”  And His obedience is therefore perfect.

Our Savior

By His perfect obedience Jesus atoned for our sins, the
sins of children and of parents. He has atoned for the
folly and sin of the youth in his teens who is drifting from
the Father’s house, who questions the truth of God’s
Word. He has atoned for the sins and follies of the youth
in his teens who acts grownup in the home and thinks
that he must enjoy certain liberties and no longer needs
to obey his parents. He has atoned for the sins of parents
who have neglected their duty toward their children. —
And will we, young or old, parents or children, trifle with
such mercy and grace?

We must learn the lesson which the boy Jesus teaches
us. His first concern was His obedience toward His
Father in heaven. — This same Jesus has warned us, “He
that loveth father or mother more than Me, is not worthy
of Me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me
is not worthy of Me.” His apostles have told us, “We
ought to obey God rather than men.” Our love of par-
ents, of children often interfers with our love of God.
Our duties, as we see them, toward our children and par-
ents often hinder us in our duties toward our God. —
Let this be our first concern as it was the first concern of
Jesus, “Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s
business?” And the fear of God and our love for Him
will not interfere with our relation toward children and
parents, but God-fearing children will also be obedient
children. A P. V.

ALTAR CANDLES

The candle flames upon the altar burning

Are like the faith of mortal man below;

At times they burn with steadiness and calmness,
And then again, they waver to and fro.

It is the same with faith in mortal bosoms.
At times it burns serenely, calm and bright;
But when the winds of trial blow around it,
We see naught, but a flickering, feeble light.

Sometimes one flame seems struggling for existence,
While at its side the other brightly glows;

And thus it is with faith of God’s dear children;
But God, Who sees the heart, our weakness knows.

As quietly I watch the altar candles,

I pray that God would keep my candle bright,
That in the darkest hours of pain and trial

Its steady flame may make my pathway light.

Adeline Weinholz.
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EDITORIALS

A NEW WORLD ORDER
NOBLE PEOPLE

JUDGE RUTHERFORD IS DEAD
SPIRITUAL GROWTH THROUGH THANKSGIVING

A New World Order Many, many people believe in
the world. They believe in
her glory, her fortunes, as though they were not ephemeral.
Inspite of the lessons taught by history they believe with
their whole heart stability and permanency can be accom-
plished, that the affairs of this earth can so be ordered
that they will abide. The fact that this order has been
changed from time to time does not dishearten or disillu-
sion them. They believe in this world as staunchly as
though her affairs have been fixed and established as the
mighty planets on the canopy of heaven. The fact that
things have changed from time to time on this earth these
people attribute to the weakness of men and nations and
to sufferance. They firmly have convinced themselves
that if man, or strong nation or any combination of
nations decide this thing must end and make themselves
the watch dogs over an established order, this order will
abide. The idealists of World War I claimed they would
make the world “safe for democracy.” They believed they
settled things for all times at Versailles. Only a very few
expressed their doubts and shouted their warnings, but no
ear of the powers that were heard them. The world order
was not stabilized.

We are now engaged in the World War II. The war
has hardly begun for us here in America and already men
everywhere are speaking and writing about “A New
Order” after this world war has been successfully fought.
Mr. Churchill hinted in the closing remarks of his speech
to the Congress of the United States that the “new world
order” would be brought about “by England and America
policing the world until the trouble making nations will
have come to their senses.” In other words, the “new
world order” will be established by an Anglo-American
coalition. As at other times so also this time men are
trying to convince themselves that if “this,” “that” and
“the other thing” will have been removed the cause for
world disorder will have been removed and all things will
be well forever.

Much as we may wish that such a thing could be ac-
complished we know that it can be no more than a pleasant
dream and a myth. If it is impossible — and we know
that it is impossible — to keep perpetual peace even in
very small groups, in communities, cities, states, how can
we keep strife and — yes wars — from marring our ex-
periences of life throughout the world and between
nations? Such a thing is impossible. Not only because
the various nations and peoples have not all the same ideals,
cultures, etc. — that is too superficial — but because “the
imagination of maw's heart is evil from his youth.”
Genesis 8, 21. And in James we read: “From whence
come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence,
even of your lusts that war in your members?” The
bitter root of sin will not permit “a new order” in which
wars will be banished and impossible.

The Christian mmust hear this and read this and ponder
this again and again. He is ever in danger of forgetting,
through constant repetition by fanatics and enthusiasts
to the contrary, that wars will not cease until sin ceases;
and sin will not cease until the end of the world. Then
the true “new order” will begin which will endure into
eternity. W.J. S.

* * * *

Noble People It ought to go without saying that

anyone who calls himself a Christian
will pay his honest debts. The Scriptures make short
work of those who get money from another under any
pretense and neglect to repay. It says: “The wicked bor-
roweth and payeth not again.” Ps. 37, 21. In the eyes
of the Lord such people are simply “wicked” (godless).
Tt is possible, of course, that a Christian may find him-
self in a position which, willing though he be, will not per-
mit him to repay his creditors. In such cases he is the
innocent victim of circumstances beyond his control or a
case of mistaken judgment, but malicious intent does not
enter into the case. Whoever borrows with the intent and
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purpose of not repaying is “wicked” in the eyes of the
Lord and shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Says the
Word: “That no man go beyond and defraud his brother
in any matter ; because that the Lord is the Avenger of all
such.”

What is true of an individual is most certainly true of
a Christian church by whatever name it may be called. If
the Lord expects the individual Christian to be a careful
steward of money gotten from others He certainly expects
a Christian congregation to be as scrupulous. During the
last depression a few church bodies had financial difficul-
ties and a few were forced to give up their property to
In such cases the creditors
did not realize a fair return on their investment; in some
cases they actually lost money. In those cases it would be
hard to say that the respective churches willfully defrauded
their creditors. One may say that the churches in question
used poor judgment etc., but that is all one could possibly
accuse them of.

their creditors in repayment.

In the face of such considerations it is reassuring to
hear the case of a Methodist church in Macon, Ga. This
church was hard hit during the last depression and was
unable to pay its debt. They reached an agreement with
their creditors and the debt was voluntarily reduced by
the creditors themselves from $106,000.00 to $53,000.00.
The debt was thus reduced 50%. Many congregations
would be satisfied with this settlement and would have for-
gotten about the $53,000.00 they did not pay nor did not
have to pay according to a legitimate agreement with the
creditors. This church, however, had no such thought.
When they had wiped out the debt — the $53,000.00 —-
they met and decided that the other half ought to be paid
as well, now that they are able to do so. And assume the
other $53,000.00 they did. This year they will begin pay-
ing on this half with an initial payment of $5,000.00.

Well done, we say, and noble people. A promise made
by a Christian church is the most sacred thing there is,
and every member ought to feel the responsibility of such
a promise. We should not give the world an occasion to
point to any Christian church with an accusing finger,
especially in money matters. Here, if any where for the
sake of the world, the church should be scrupulously care-
ful that the name of the Lord may not be blasphemed
among the heathen on our account and because of what we
have done. How could a Christian worship in a church
building which stands by the sufferance of the world and
knowing that under one pretense or another even ONE
CENT remains unpaid. If anyone then surely the church
ought to owe no man anything. That is in harmony with
the righteousness she preaches. W.J. S.

“Judge Rutherford is Dead” It will, no doubt, be
quite a shock to the two
million admirers of “Judge” Rutherford, the leader of the
sect known as the “Jehovah Witnesses” to hear that the

man who proclaimed, “Millions now living shall never die”

himself died at the age of 72 years.
was the acting head of this shameless, fanatical, brazen
sect, assuming the title of “Theocrat.” He was the sworn
enemy of organized Christianity which he named an “un-
holy alliance against the common people” and a “racket of
the devil.”

Little is known of Rutherford’s earlier life. He was
a former Missouri lawyer of no repute, was once elected
or appointed a Justice of the Peace in some small town in
Missouri whereupon he assumed the title of “Judge.”
He started his public career in 1896 as a campaign speaker
for William Jennings Bryan. Suddenly he attached him-
self to Charles Taze Russell, the organizer of the “Jehovah
Witnesses,” when Russell was badly in need of a lawyer.
With Russell he believed and preached there is no hell,
no eternal punishment, and the millennium with Christ’s
return to the earth to rule here for a thousand years.

Like Russell, Rutherford knew much about mob
psychology. He knew how to impress and persuade the
people, especially those who belong to the class of dis-
gruntled, fanatics, emotional, and of generally low intelli-
gence. Among them he reaped his harvest and gained
his comparatively large following. His bait, of course,
was the Scriptures or his misinterpretation of them. He
claimed a following of more than two million in 36 coun-
tries. And, he had some ability to write, ever holding out
the prospect to his dupes that they would reign with Christ
at His coming to reign on earth. He pictured that fan-
tastic condition as one wholly pleasant to the flesh and the
natural desires of men which accounts for the fanatical
zeal of the “Jehovah Witnesses.”

His dupes supported him well. None ever knew what
financial advantages he enjoyed since no books were kept
to show the figures. His claim that he sold his books
below cost and that he received no financial assistance from
his people evidently did not agree with the facts. He
bought and paid for a palatial home near San Diego,
Calif., and called it Beth-Sabin. He paid $75,000.00 for
it and it cost him quite a bit of money to rebuild it to suit
his taste. IHere, at this estate, he died, and his death was
reported on January 11. It was his wish that his fol-
lowers bury him quietly in a crypt on this estate, but the
laws of the state frustrated this intention.

For many years he

So passed out of this life to face the eternal and right-
ecous Judge a man who led millions (if we can rely on this
figure) astray from the truth of the Scriptures, a man
who has many, many more lost souls on his conscience
than he even admitted. He has met Him of whom he
said, “He is not the eternal Son of God, but a creature
made a little higher than the angels but not equal with
God and whom God elevated to Godship because of His
obedience.” Who will take over the leadership relin-
quished by this arch enemy of God is not known, but we
can rest assured that they will find a leader, one even
stronger, perhaps, than this man. The devil is not asleep
at the switch.

Iet us once more at this time sound a warning to all
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to have nothing to do with this sect that shamelessly and
brazenly goes from house to house and carries on its
nefarious work of deceiving the people. ILet us cling
mightily to the Word and these people will have no power
over us. W. J. S.

Spiritual Growth Through Thanksgiving There are
few traits
in human nature that more clearly show the depravity of
man than his lack of gratitude to God. Every day the
Lord showers him with innumerable blessings both for
body and soul. His Maker has endowed him as no other
creature. He shelters, feeds, and protects him. God
gave to man His Son. He sent us His Spirit. He calls
us to be His sons and daughters. But natural man re-
mains cold and indifferent as stone. Therefore God in
Scripture speaks of man as having a “stony heart.”

But the one who recognizes God as the giver of all
good and perfect gifts, and is truly thankful for them, is
richly rewarded, as we see from the story of the ten
leprous men who were all cleansed. The Samaritan was
given these assuring words of Christ: “Arise, go thy way;
thy faith hath made thee whole.” Such an assurance to a
sinner from the lips of Christ was indeed a great reward.
And the poor Samaritan could now go his way rejoicing
in receiving the approval of his Savior Whom he had
glorified by his thanks. Thanksgiving on the part of man
to God is, according to Christ’s word in this story, glori-
fication of God. The nine who did not return to give
thanks were indeed cleansed as well as the Samaritan.
They thereby received a wonderful gift, but only for this
life; the better part of a spiritual nature and of eternal
value they lost.

There are also in our days many who pray to God in
times of affliction and are helped; but to glorify God by
their thanks and praise most people forget or neglect.

The spiritual growth by thanksgiving is of essential
value. Thereby we give God His dues, and humble our-
selves, acknowledging that it is not of ourselves, but of
God, we have all things. So in case of sickness when a
doctor is called. If the patient is cured, it is in the first
place God, and not man, that should be given thanks.
Similarly in the case of a pastor who succeeds in winning
a soul back from his lost state to God. If any good deed
1s done by man, the doer is but the instrument in the hands
of God to accomplish the thing. Thus does the giver of
thanks grow. And the more thanks the greater the
growth.

As an example of a giver of thanks recorded in Scrip-
ture we find in the first place our Savior. Even before
He calls Lazarus from the grave, He gives thanks to the
IFather that He has always heard Him. In the Psalms
David often begins his supplication by thanksgivings and
praise. “O give thanks unto the Lord,” he so frequently
and fervently exhorts the congregation of believers.

As the sun gives us light, and the rain fructifies our
fields, as the starry heaven and the flowers and all creation
delights our hearts by their many wonders, and as still
more beneficially and beautifully God comes to us in the
spiritual world, so a Christian, the recipient and beneficiary
of all good things from God, feels that he never can give
thanks enough to God. And in such an atmosphere of
thoughts and feelings he grows — upward to God more

and more. I. Blakkan in Lutheran Sentinel.

JUDAH

By Professor John Meyer

ESUS, our Savior, the anniversary of whose birth we

observed a few days ago, was a descendant of Judah.
He is called the Lion of the tribe of Judah: Behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath pre-
vailed. Yes, Jesus prevailed, He won the victory for us.
— Who was this Judah from whose tribe Jesus, our
" Savior, was born?

I

The first thing we learn from his history is that he was
a great sinner.

Judah was the fourth son of Jacob, born to him by
his wife Leah. From the story in the books of Moses we
get the impression that he was a strong character, that he
had independent ways about himself, that, in short, he was
a born leader.

The favorite son of Jacob was Joseph, whom Rachel

had borne to him. Joseph was envied and hated by his
brothers. There was an evil report against some of his
brothers. Joseph thought, his father should know about
it, in order to correct his wayward sons. He told his
father. This act his brothers resented very much, not
only the ones that were directly implicated, but the others
also.  Judah no less than the rest.

That shows us what type of man Judah was. He re-
sented the strict order his father tried to keep up in his
family. He wanted to have his own way and wanted to
be his own master ; he hated even Joseph because he stood
up for the good reputation of the family and for his
father’s authority.

The rebellious nature of Judah manifested itself in an
even worse form a little while later. Joseph had two
dreams, which indicated that he at some time would be-
come the head, the ruler of the house. Jacob, who repri-


































