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“The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers ; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us” 1 kines 8:57 5
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PRAYER FOR A PASTOR

Lord, when he sets his foot upon the pathway,

Upon which Thou hast willed that he should go,
Pour down inte his heart Thy benediction,

And through Thy mercy, health and strength bestow.
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Whene’er he searches in Thy Word most holy 75‘)
Fill Thou his heart with wisdom from above, >i€
In moments of temptation, hold him safely Tgf

Within Thy Everlasting Arms of love.

S S5

Grant unto him a great and glorious measure

Of Faith, which is alone a gift from Thee; LZ%
That, should the thorns of trial prick and pain him, 7
He may the roses of Thy mercy see. f;[i
Whene’er in prayerful spirit, lowly bending /;;
He prays for strength and courage on his way, E‘J
Help him to rise refreshed with holy fervor, G2
Thy Great Commission humbly to obey. o
Each time he mounts the pulpit in Thy temple, j

Mount Thou with him, and all shall then be well;
Prompt Thou each thought and word he humbly utters,
That joyfully he may Thy Gospel tell.

S

Help him to bring Thy promises and comfort

To those whom pain and anguish have cast down,
That they, too, may behold, through tear-stained vision,
The Cross of Jesus and the promised crown.

In liturgy, in sacraments and service,

,Ig
He is Thy servant, willing to obey: J;
He plants the seed and waters it with patience: %:?
Make many flowers of faith to grow, we pray: |
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That on the Day of Thy return, dear Savior,
He may some living gems before Thee bring.
May he then shine as do the stars in heaven, (Daniel 12:3)
While angel choirs Thy praise forever sing. :

Adeline Weinholz
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SAUL

“And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king!” 1 Sam. 10, 24.

HE story of Saul begins with the petition of the elders
in Israel addressed to Samuel in his declining years,
“Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways:
now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 1
Sam. 8, 5. The day on which this proposal reached
Samuel was probably the most bitter day of all his life.
It meant practically putting him on the shelf and dis-
crediting his life’s work. Yet that was the least of it.
The Lord said unto Samuel, “Hearken unto the voice of
the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have
not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should
not reign over them. — Now therefore hearken unto their
voice : howbeit, yet protest solemnly unto them, and show
them the manner of the king that should reign over them.”
1 Sam. 8, 7.9. The petition of Israel, “a king like all the
nations,” plainly meant the rejection of the Lord as the
sole King and Protector of His people. It meant that
Israel misplaced its trust in mortal, earthborn princes
whose counsels must come to nought. It meant a king
such as Samuel described to the people, “This will be
the manner of the king that shall reign over you: he will
take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his
chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall run

before his chariot. . . . : And he will take the tenth of your
seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and
to his servants. . . . / And ye shall cry out in that day be-

cause of your king which ye shall have chosen you.” 1
Sam. 8, 11.15.18. — A king like all the nations!

On the day when the first king was anointed in the
sight of the nation all the people shouted and said, “God
save the king!” — God tried to. But Saul, Israel’s first
king, interfered. And a lad with a slingshot took his
kingdom.

Saul, A Choice Young Man, and Goodly

Young Saul, the son of Kish, was every inch a king,
standing head and shoulders above his countrymen, “and
there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier
person than he.” 1 Sam. 9, 2. Samuel took the un-
assuming youth, who was conscious only of his own in-
sufficiency — “Am not I a Benjamite — and my family
the least of all the tribes of Benjamin?” — and anointed
him privately to be the ruler and deliverer of his people.
— Three signs were then given to him to confirm his
call as Samuel dismissed him with a kiss of homage and
allegiance. At the tomb of Rachel he is to find two men
who will tell him that his father’s lost asses, in search of
which Saul had come to Ramah, have been found. There-
after, on the plain of Tabor, three men will meet him and
these will salute him and offer him two loaves — a sign
of homage. Further on in his journey homeward he will
meet a company of prophets, and the Spirit of the Lord
will come upon him, and he will prophesy with them.

1 Sam. 10.

All came to pass as Samuel had foretold, and “God
gave him another heart.” Saul, however, said nothing of
all this at the time to anyone, obedient to Samuel’s charge,
“I will come to thee and show thee what thou shalt do.”
1 Sam. 10, 8. — If only Saul had continued to obey the
voice of God’s servant, Samuel ! —

Hail, the King!

Saul had not long to wait. Samuel gathered a great
assembly of the people at Mizpeh to elect a king. After
lots had been cast, it was found that the lot had fallen
upon Saul. But Israel’s new king could not be found,
his modesty prompted him to hide from the people. When
he appeared, tall and handsome, the cry so often repeated
since, was heard for the first time, “God save the king!”

Before long Saul’s leadership and bravery were put to
a test and he proved himself worthy of his office. He
roused his people “and they rose as one man” to make war
on the enemies of Israel. They defeated and scattered
their foes — Ammonites, Philistines, Moabites, Amale-
kites. —

Up till now everything had gone prosperously. We
are not left in doubt about the reason for it, it is re-
peatedly stated — “God gave Saul another heart.” — “The
Spirit of God came upon him.” — Saul had acted in obe-
dience to the Tord’s will, and as long as he showed him-
self obedient, the Lord prospered and blessed the king.
In time Saul forgot this and on at least two occasions
asserted his own will. This led, eventually, to his ruin.

Obedience is Better

During an invasion of the Philistines Saul had led his
army against them as far as Gilgal, where he was to tarry
for seven days and then receive Samuel’s final instructions,
and where the sacrifices preceeding the battle were to be
offered. When the seventh day dawned, and Samuel did
not come, Saul grew impatient. And so, instead of trust-
ing in the Lord and obeying the voice of His prophet,
Samuel, Saul proceeded to offer the sacrifices himself.
While the smoke of his altar was still rising Samuel ap-
peared and sternly rebuked him, “Thou hast done fool-
ishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord
thy God, which He commanded thee.”

Again in the campaign against Amalek after Samuel
had solemnly charged Saul utterly to destroy the enemy
and to fight against them until they were consumed, Saul
spared Agag, the king of the Amalekites, and the best of
the sheep, and the oxen, and the lambs, and all that was
good. Then he tried to put off Samuel with the subter-
fuge that in sparing Agag and these spoils he was thinking
only of making a splendid sacrifice of thanksgiving to
the Lord. But Samuel answered, “Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken (is better) than the
fat of rams.” 1 Sam. 15, 22. — And this is a truth of
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which we cannot be reminded too often. We are apt to
imagine that our performance of outward religious rites
and ceremonies will make up for our want of humble
obedience to God’s word and will. We are apt to forget
that a single act of disobedience renders every perform-
ance of outward religious ceremonies null and void in
God’s sight and that our righteousnesses are then but
filthy rags. The result will be a widening breach be-
tween God and us, a growing disobedience and wilfulness.
It was so, at any rate, with Saul. The once unassuming,
obedient young man became proud, resentful, cruel. And
more, “the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an
evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” 1 Sam. 15, 14.
— We have the evidence of this in Saul’s treatment of
David. His early affection for David gave way to blind
jealousy and hatred. We see it in that dark, grim story
of Saul’s visit to Endor, when the beaten, despairing man
crept by night to the witch. He sought Samuel to inquire
about the outcome of the forthcoming battle with the
Philistines. The answer he received was, that because of
his disobedience, God had become his enemy and would
rend the kingdom out of his hands. — “To obey is bet-
ter —” These words now persecuted Saul wherever he
went. — It is only a short step between rejecting and dis-
obeying God’s Word and resorting to superstition, witch-
craft and the like. Saul’s disobedience and his journey
to the witch of Endor translated into twentieth century
circumstances reads like this: a departure from the truth
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and a turning to Christian
Science, Spiritualism, and the like.

The End

The following day the Philistines attacked the army of
Israel and routed it. Saul’s three sons were slain in the
battle, he himself was sorely pressed by the archers of the
enemy. Saul summoned his armor-bearer and com-
manded him to put him to death. But he would not, and
the desperate king took his own sword and fell upon its
upturned blade. “So Saul died.” —

God Save the King! — Had Saul obeyed the voice of
the Lord he might have been saved. But when he chose
to go his own way he brought ruin upon himself.

A second Saul, Paul, the Apostle of Jesus Christ, could
say toward the close of his earthly life, “I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but to all them
also that love His appearing.” 2 Tim. 4, 7.8. And the
secret of this good fight, of this lively hope is revealed in
his words, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.”
Acts 26, 19.

Our course, too, is logged in the God-inspired log-
book, the Bible. It will be a safe journey for us, though
not without storms, if we follow the Word of God, and
are not disobedient to the heavenly vision.

A.P. V.

"“"Wings of the Morning”

I thought that I should like to know
Just why the sweetest songs birds sing
Are ever in the morning hour

When most the world lies slumbering.

And so to set my mind at rest
I sought a still, secluded place
Where I could watch God dim the stars
And send another day of grace

How gently now the curtain rose
And on earth’s stage such colors rare
Unfolded that my very heart

Could not refrain to voice a prayer

When somewhere, high above my head
A choir trained by God’s own ear

Was sending forth such hymns of praise
They fairly burst with gladdening cheer

And I who came to question — left

With hope so high and faith so strong

That naught the day might bring could dim —
1 had been fortified by song. E. A S

"What Would You Do?"”’

T the present time twelve villages near Ikot Ekpene,

25 miles from here, want us to come and serve them.
One village near Opobo, 9 miles from here, wants us to
come and serve them. Thirteen villages near Umahia,
about 65 miles from here, want us to come and serve them.
It is very difficult to refuse to bring them the Message
which we have. They keep coming back and ask us again.
What would you do?” — Excerpt from letter dated March
7, 1941 from Rev. Justus P. Kretzmann, Nigeria, West
Africa.

Luther's Purpose

The Reformation was not a planned revolt, no putsch
or secret meetings had preceded it. In fact, the greatness
of Luther and his work is its simplicity, the utter lack of
ambition, the uncalculating conscientiousness with which
he set about doing what his pastoral duties required of him.

It was while Luther was performing his duties as a
parish priest, that he came face to face with what he con-
sidered an outrage on the church of which he was a mem-
ber. In hearing the confessions of his parishioners, he
discovered that a man by the name of John Tetzel had
been in the vicinity, telling his people that a full pardon
for all their sins could be had for money.

Luther felt that this was undermining the very founda-
tion of his Church. To oppose this error, he resorted to
means commonly employed at that time, namely, to chal-
lenge the scholars of the university or of other places
for a public debate on the question at issue.

To this end, he drew up the now famous Ninety-Five
Theses, or propositions, and nailed them to the door of
the castle church at Wittenberg. —7The Reformation by
Prof. Alired Rehwinkel.
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EDITORIALS

WHAT PROGRESS HAVE WE MADE

THE LOHENGRIN WEDDING MARCH

What Progress Have We Made? Now that the

meetings of our
Joint Synod are over this question, no doubt, will be in
the minds of many of our members. Often it is the
flesh that wants to know; it demands an answer to this
question. No good can come of this. But, the spirit is
also interested and may inquire as to our progress during
the past two years (biennium). Only good will come
of this. The question may be fair or unfair, then, de-
pending on the source.

It is a fair question if we mean, “did the Lord permit
us to see the progress that we made?” This does not
contain doubt; rather the concession that the Lord, as it
pleases Him, at times grants us a glimpse of our progress.
Tt has pleased Him to do this at this time for the strength-
ening of our faith and to inspire us with renewed love and
zeal for the work in His kingdom. During the past (bi-
ennium) two years we have expanded our mission work
a little; we have erected some new chapels; we have
fewer ministerial candidates waiting for calls than we have
had in the past; we closed the biennium with a small
balance in the treasury; the pastors and laymen who are
members of the various boards of synod have worked side
by side with brotherly consideration for one another so
that harmony and peace remained undisturbed. Thus has
the TLord blessed us in the past two vears and granted us to
see the progress that we have made.

Suppose, however, that our progress were not visible ;
suppose, we saw by the figures and outward evidence that
we did not move forward but rather backward? Would
it mean that these outward signs are correct and that the
figures we have are dependable? Certainly not! Oh,
ves, the flesh would shout, “we have lost ground, we have
experienced retrogression,” but we would be fools to
listen to the flesh. It may simply mean that it pleased the
Lord to withhold from our bodily view that that we call
progress, perhaps, to induce us to pray more, to try our
patience, our love, our faith. In spite of all signs to the
contrary we may have made great progress in the sight
of the Lord. The work that our synod carries on is

A PLEA FOR UNIFORMITY

spiritual and in all spiritual matters we “walk by faith and
not by sight.” How many men have worked in the king-
dom and were never permitted to see the fruits of their
labors.  We think of Phillip who was taken from Samaria
and sent into the desert to convert the Eunoch. This
FEunoch was baptized and believed on the Lord Jesus and
returned to his own people as a believer. But, what did
he accomplish on his return home among his own people ?
Did he preach the Gospel to others? Did he establish
a church in Ethiopia? Did he remain faithful unto the
end? We have no answer; nor did Phillip ever have an
answer. Yet, in faith, Phillip, no doubt, saw this one man
laboring and working in the kingdom among his own
people.

Tet us rejoice that God, in His mercy, granted us to
see the progress of the past two years; but above all let
us rejoice that the Lord has assured us that “our work
is not in vain in the Lord.” This let us believe under all
conditions and in this faith let us work and labor, rejoicing
in that promise even if the eye can not see nor the senses
perceive that under the blessing of God our work is always

progressing. W. J. S.
The Lohengrin Wedding March “The Lohengrin

wedding march is
pagan and must be banished,” reads the decree of the
Roman Catholic Church, if an item which appeared
recently in our daily papers may be trusted. No longer
may the romantic young people of that body march to the
altar to the strains of the wellknown and great favorite
Lohengrin wedding march, to which, possibly, their
fathers and mothers before them marched on their wed-
ding day. We can well imagine that this degree will not
be popular among the young Catholics. The Lohengrin
wedding march seems to have become more popular with
the passing years. From our own experience we may
say that nine out of every ten couples request that the
organist play this well known march.
We have no special taste for the Lohengrin wedding
march; we have heard others that we prefer. That this
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wedding march is pagan in its setting no one will dispute.
This, however, does not excite us greatly. Apart from
the opera in which this march occurs there is nothing
pagan in it nor especially Christian, as far as that is
concerned. The young people who choose this march
usually have little or no knowledge of the opera and the
story connected with it. They simply want it because it
is popular.

Just why the Roman Church should suddenly condemn
the Lohengrin wedding march on the grounds that it is
“pagan” is a bit difficult for us to understand. Coming
from the Roman Church it seems just a little far fetched.
If pagan customs, ceremonies and superstitions were not
so much in evidence in the Roman Church we would feel
the attack on the Lohengrin wedding march justified per-
haps, because of its historical background; however, its
own historical background gives them little right for
quibbling. This is the case of one with a mote in the eye
trying to remove a beam from the eye of another. What
could be more pagan and superstitious than to believe
that “bones of saints” have healing qualities; that prayers
to Mary will find the ear of God; that hanging a blessed
medallion about the neck insures safety; that praying the
rosary is a meritorious work; that praying for the dead is
necessary ; that purgatory is a place in which people are
punished for lesser faults before they can enter heaven;
that pilgrimages to “holy places,” kneeling and prayer
before statues of Christ, the apostles, saints etc. finds
favor with God? and who can mention all their supersti-
tions. THere is a deeper matter to rectify than the mere
playing of the Lohengrin wedding march. To banish that
because it is pagan and to let all their other, really soul-
destroying pagan errors stand is like the pot calling the
kettle black. Nothing more! W. J. S.

A Plea for Uniformity An interested layman, in a

letter of recent date, pleads
for uniformity in practice especially in the churches of
the Joint Synod of Wisconsin. This layman calls
attention to some differences in practice and stressed
one point in particular, that of the time of services in
the various churches. We take it that our correspond-
ent is a man who makes it a practice of attending
services regularly, each Sunday morning and is not
willing to forego this privilege. This is as it should be,
of course. Here, however, he has encountered difficul-
ties. In these days of rapid transportation facilities
and the common use of the automobile which make it
possible for our people to go out on a Sunday and
visit distant relatives or friends or just go out and
enjoy God’s wonderful handiwork in nature — attend-
ing church services must often be neglected. Some
travelers start early enough in the morning to reach
a certain church in a distant city or town at — what
they think is church-time — only to find on their
arrival that the services have already begun or are

over. Our correspondent, having no doubt exper-
ienced this, wonders why all our churches can not have
a uniformly set time for services.

To answer that question would involve a thorough
knowledge of local conditions everywhere and this
we do not possess. The time of divine worship in any
community is determined by local conditions, no
doubt, which are often beyond the control of the con-
gregation. That may be the answer. Beyond that
we know of no other reason.

This question, however, interests us because it
suggests other matters of practice over which each
congregation does have control and in which every
congregation ought to strive for uniformity. As surely

as it is true that every group of Christians is free to do

as it likes in matters not defined by the Word of God
so surely it is also true that every group of Christians
— in this case of the Joint Synod of Wisconsin — is
conscious of the fact that it should work together with
all other groups or churches with whom God has
intimately united it. One congregation ought not
to adopt practices (even though they are not sinful in
themselves) that are at variance with the practices of
the other congregation. In Christian love and fellow-
ship each congregation ought to feel obligated toward
the other churches of synod and not strike out for
itself and become individualistic. No church ought to
attempt either to attract attention to itself or to do
something which to it seems to be outstanding. In
such cases the mind of the other churches within that
body ought to be considered and respected in all hu-
mility and in love. If a congregation within a body
desires to deviate from a practice or custom common
to the group of which it is a member that congregation
owes it to the others to tell them and give them a
good reason for so doing.

Yes, let us have uniformity wherever uniformity
is possible. This will make for growth and strength
in the bond of unity. This is God-pleasing.

Ww. J. S
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Special Synodical Number of We hope that by this
the Northwestern Lutheran  time all congregations

have been supplied with
a sufficient number of copies of the Synodical Issue of the
Northwestern Lutheran. We hope that one copy of that
number will find its way into every home in our Joint
Synod and that it will be read by all members of the
family.

Now, let us not forget the collection. Each congrega-
tion is asked and urged to take up a special collection to
defray the cost of this general distribution. Send the
collections to your respective District Treasurers marked
— Special Collection for Synodical Issue of the North-
western Lutheran. W. J. S.





































