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a new congregabtion on the south snd of Fond du

blessings of the first undertasking of
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in the founding of Redeemer congregatlon, the congregation lmmedlately

voted favorably on the suggestion and did 1t unanimously. The pastor

felt szo encouraged by the actlon that he ventured forth
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suggestion, namely to try to acguire a

ot the northeast side of the
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ting a Century in Christ, 1858
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1858, % the Centennial booklet for 5t. Peter's Lutheran Church in Fond

i
du Lac, ¥Wisconsin. The booklet was written by Pastor Gerhard Pleper

the pastor ~eagation at that time. There have besn some

Plepery had ancther wobive in

;...m

suggesting the establishment of the two nev mission congregations.

Some have suggested that Pastor Pleper started the new congregation to
gett back at the Missourl Synod for their efforts In trying to
establish Hope Lutheran Church in Fond du Lac, a nev mission. This
suggestion Intrigued me because Falth Lutheran Church, one of The

daughter congregations started by  Bt. Peter's,is wmy  home
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congregatlon. support the ldea

atarted

n o a devious plan to thwart the

efforts of the Mis
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sourl Synod, 1t iz clear that the efforis of

gzourl Bynod had a profound effsct upon Pastor

Hope Church Incident®™ soured

ieper on the Missourl S8ynod, turning him from a loval

of Missourl to a man bitterly disssppeinted in our then

Plepey and Miszourl Synod officlals wvhich marked the

curning point in Pastor Pleper's opinlon of the Missourl Synod



History of Mission 1o

The Lord of the Church has certainly bleszed
congregation over the years. Batablished in 1858, it is one of ths
older congregations in the Wisconsin Bynod and over the vears,
especially in the early 1900's has plaved a leadership role in our
church body. Her interest in Christian education is evidenced by her
long established day school and her important role in the founding of
Winnebago Lutheran Academy.

he histery of the congregation, 8t. Petar’s took an

Lord bhrought

Pastor G. B. i o Fond du Lac as pastor of

also brought the rallroads to the village of North Fe

Wdauarters of tThe Wisconsin
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Central Rallvoad and wmany men were transferred Lo North Fond du Lac by

the company. The lesaders of 8t. Pelter's thought it
idea to start a nev chuxch in the village. Through the help of
congregation, land was purchased and the daughter congregatlon, St
Paul's of North Fond du Lac was formed in 1901,

For a time, the enthuslasm for mission expanzsion waned untll 1928,
wnen Pastor Gerhard Pleper arrived in Fond du lLac as co-pastor wit
Pastor Bergemann. In his own notes on the subdect Plepsr writes, oI
put this guestion to the Church Council in one of the very flrst
meetings, ‘“How large ave we going to let 8t. Peter's grow?' The

members of the council were gquite stunned by this question wondering

che pastor had In mind. He guickly advised them that it was not

good policy to bulld a congregation to such a size that 1t algh



become unwleldy, but advocated that a

conzldered  and  undertaken. The
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enthuslastic over the proposal in view of the fact that

was much
work to be done right within the congregation which had Jjust completed

itz nev grade school bullding in 1925, The congregatlon was also

enthusiasm for mission expansion did not increase. The following
£ de ' " !

yvears brought a fearful attitude about the fubure., Throughout this

idez of mission expansion in the aind

reminding the councll of

ation took an option to purchase on

desirable land on the south side of the city in 1936. Although the
deal for the property fell through, 1t resulted In a seven member
Mission Expansion Committee which melt and formulated plans for future
expansion.

Shoxrtly after this committee was formed, Pleper recelved a letter

f‘

B. H. Bclmidt, then of Sheboygan. Pastor Schmidt was a menmber of

Mlzslon Board. In his inguired if

K]

5t. Peter's would have any cbijections to Missouri's starting a2 mission

£
L

on the west end of Fond du Lac. Pastor Pleper lmmediately wrote back

gratitude to Pastor Schnidt for his letter but also

toe disturb the undertaking 5t,
Peter's had In mind at this time. Schnidt acknowledged the letter in

a kind spirit and he too stated that 1t would be best for Missourl not

in the Fond du Lac areas. Pastor Pleper guickly brought
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Missouri's inguiry to the attention of the congregation. There is no
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guestion that 1t gave lmpetus to the local nission expansion.

aomevhat  fearful of losing many
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a nev congregation.  Pastor Plepe

menbars in
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kept  on  gently the congregation Lo expand. The

Redesmer Lutheran

congregation devels a nopeful aplrit and

was held of S8ept. 17th. The

mlzsion congregation grev rapl

During the subseguent
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soward furthey expansion, although the thought was by no means
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forgobten, especially in the wmind of Pastor Plepsy. In public

oecasiong by representatives of the

on church on the noxt
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could start a miss

Blthough he was not averse to this happening, Pastor Plepsr made 1t

very clear That he thought it best for St. Peter's to mother any new

congregation. Pastor Pleper fell that 8t. Peter's as the mother

congregation would be abls fto b

harmonicus CoOG Cpers
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of this plan and ststed that they would
£ 4

At the congregation's annual meeting in 1946, Pastor Pleper szald
in his annual report that he felt the time had come to start another

mis

ion congregation. The congregation agreed so wholeheartedly that

they decided to open two new mission churches, one on the south side

4



and ons

land in

Ing]

was bought for the eastside mission. The congregatlon had hoped to
build a2 basement church before the £all of 1946 but the bullding
pernll was denied dus Lo the pressing needs of the G6.I. housing
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6, The congregation presented its plan to the

in May of 19 o
Synodical Committes of the Wisconsin Synod. The Synodical Commlttee

and Pastor John Raabe was called Lo serve as a
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misglionary in Fond du Lac. Pastor Reabe accepted the call and began
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the south and northeast sections of the city. The group

the northeast side of town organlized az Falth EBEv.

n to bulld a basement chur

Raabe had also been busy on the south end of town, but this group was
handicapped in organizing and holding regulaxr worshlp services betause

a sultable place of worship had not yet been found.

T1, Missouri's Bfforts in Pond du Lac

While 8L,

=175 mission expansion

guite nicely Iin

1946, a couple from Green Bay, affillated with the HMissourl Synod

there, wmoved to Fond du Lac., Mr. and Mrs.

houze near S5t. Peter's and pPastor Ple Then
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Co doln Bt., Pelter's. attery scme bold
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Pleper that they preferred a sna join

Redeemer on the west slide of town.

him but

they wmight walt a wmonth or Two

i©



blocks from their home.,

In the next several weeks, dMrs. Heck and another

Stark, began to approach membsrs of 5t., Peter's to stir up

&5,
fuds

the forming of a Missourl Synod mission in Fond du Lac. Mrs. Stark

s0 had a Missouri Synod background. This led to rumors flying all

5

wvas starting a nmission In Fond du Lac. Pastor

over that Mlssouril

1

ieper wrote in his notes that he simply dismissed the reports as

{

unfounded rumors because he thought that the Missouri Svnod "would
never think of coming Iin here or glving any support to such a move

hout conferring beforghand with the establ!

,....«.

shed congregatlion.”

.1.,.

Pastor Pleper recelved quite a shock when Pastors Schwertfeger

Ty

the Missouril , visited him
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on the eve of Oct. 17, 1946, These men told Pastor Pleper that

I3

on in Fond du Lag and had

H!AL eiclon

the Pastor Plepsr had very cloge Tl

ramily and educational background

his notes, "My vhole background had been in the Missourl Synod,

to my tather as a trusted assistant to Walther and Lo ay
™

mother as having lived in the

unecles Francls and Reinhold and Dwr. Stosckhardt; of the fact

that I studled at Concordia, Milwaukee: and that in all the vears of

my ministyry I had always ma

L Bynod; How 1t hurt to be

annaert®



T1I. The Mesbing on Ocb, 17, 1946,

The following is a sunmary of the record of the visit made to G.

Sclhnmidt which was written

~q v I g N od B [F UV NN S W P
; & menmber of the district mizsi

EOET
people in Fond du Lac® had been in touch with him for the purpose of

L

two men had now come “Go

Lac, The

n the southern

ot

a plece of property

Pastor Pleper wrote down the way the conversation went from

Immediately 1 asked Pres. Schwertfegsy whom he meant by Your
people In Fond du Lac,” stating that thls was something new
to me  that they had people living here where there was no
congregation of the Missourl Synod; and if people from the
Missourl sSynod had come to live where we of The Wisconsin
Synod had been established for wyears and 1if our churches
were open to them, I could not under ;

and how he could speal
of "our pecople in Fond du Lac.” 1 emphasized that I thought
we were one in doctrine and practlice and that a constant
interchange In our menbers was taking place in the church
belong] synodica rence., "Well,® he sald,®y
ke T said, "No, I don't; you don't ] e
people’ In SBhebovgan.® 1 pointed Lo
ourl Synod l1s not represented in du
1004 Synod iz not represent in

to advise one ano of

we

know where to £ind them, and not continue to regard them as
"our people" after they move into the territory of sister
synod.
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the presence of members in such localltlies in ordex
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onn to tell the men about the Hecks and the

Starks and how rumors had been flourishing concerning the start of a

2

Missourl mission chure Pleper also told them,”I in turn told my

Informants that there existed such a relationship betwsen

the Missouri Synod and ours that no official of the Missourl Synod

-

would think of getting anything started here without consulting with

]

us first. In fackt, I told wy existed a definite

ke mugh a

., There was g definite agreement betwesn the two

synods which regulated this kind of problem. The resolutions adopted

in 1944 stated on p.107 of "Proceedings, ™

In territoriss In which an orthodox svnod is already laboving, a

synod shall not without good and cogent reason undertake to do

I build on another man's foundation’ and zerond dlv,

-..»"‘

=r good and cogent reasons seem evident for beginning work
fe osuch a fleld, the work be Initlated only after brotherly
consultation with the local pastor as well as with the President or
s Fileld lies.®

more  heated as the

T expressed real shock at the Inf Lion brought to ms
by Pastor sehwertiegs and  Schmidt in that thev  had
actually given ear LQ people, who because of thelr recent
arrival In Fond du Lac, could not be acquainted with sh
program of 8t. Peter's, but vho wanted Missourl to start

misslion here; that the officials had dealt with these n@{;g
antl given them hope and encouragement to support the
project without as much as advising or conferring with
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of 8t. pet
while we ha*;c, no corner on Fond du
cons idex procedure  of the Missourdl o;”"
violatlion B 2ll  brotherly Gemgiﬁeratimn, only
unbrotherly on the £ace, but downright unchr smm and a
direct interference with a definitely arranged program of
5t. Peter’s C‘uwfe%umm and The Mission Board which had
been contenplated for yvears and was ing carried oub,
Redeemer Congregatlion having been es two others
under way,

"hy!," they xetorted, "how can vou call our action
unbrotherly?”  "We have been called here, and we came to
speak to you about this."™ I ansversd in surprise, Do vou
mean to tell me that you have come here to consult with me
after what you have already dorne and the encouragement vou
have glven the people you c¢laim to have? You didn't come i
consult with me, but you state that you ‘have come to advise
me that you bough t a plece of property for a new mission.’
How can > hw ﬁ,gﬁj}f ulting after vou advise me
of an not want you to consider
emg.%’s mm thmt this 1z golng to

and I plaad with you to

I stated

After this there waz some verbal sparring back and forth

Schmidt would be

ﬂ‘"‘“

the men in which Pieper expressed surpise tha
involved in such an unbrotherly action. Schmidt had years earller
written Pleper regarding starting a mission and had graciously agread
that the Missouri should stay out of Fond du Lac. Pleper was not at

all surprised that Pastor Schwertfeger was involved since Pieper had

little respect for the way Schwerltfeger situatians

Pastor Pleper reagoned that theve

congervative Wisclnsln Synod Church ang

pastor. He says in his notes, "I told the two men to imagine what 1t
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vould mean 1if, congragatlor
; Grag
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he
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called a pastor might promote the

e
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Scoul movement.”
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Pleper sensed

impact on his congreqg

that the Missourl

start up a

Bergemann and @

Frederich Jr..to witness

axpressed surprise fto heaxr

rumors for a long

glimply them as

growing so  persistent

congregation on the

the last moment, he

e certainly

Wisconsin Hyﬁmﬁ alone
wish
we In St.

Petl

underwvay for yes
carry out in mi
sections of o ;

the good and
Missourl that
Fond du Lac which

cur program.

Pastor Bergemann was Veﬁy'a%t@ﬁ

in buying the land for a miss

Those

coning to them would

disruptive work and

ation.
men had been
lon in Fond du Lac.
voung upstart basketball coach,

this

time aboul Mizsourli's

unfounded

that

Lo emphasize vezy emphatics
‘s have
That

mgethlli
it would not altte
might

have requlre

intentiong st

that thls matter going to have a blg

was

He called witnesses to verlfy the fact

there and informed him that they vwere

He called
srof., B. C.

startling disclosure Both of These men

of Missourl's action.

K}

v Thal he had heard

actlionz in the clty. He had

gosslp. However, the rumors were

address the

had

‘3}

Pieper decided to

the Bunday before this meeting. At

speaking to the congregation, hut
oo 7

e s

v The fTwo

Mizgour
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N

£ bt we ﬁ@
1ings; one is that
church extension
7ith God's help to
11 northeast and southern
other is we know encugh about
policy of owr sister synod of
mpt to undertake any work in
erpreted as interference with

.
nave

B
b
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had
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that

he inte

ished to hear of Missourl actions
i He told the men "that their duty to

]

ad Them to admonish them against

M e

ating that Yesuch Maulwurferbeit would
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Ironically enough, 1t was a member of 5L,

RS WU S
SELate

the

Yo e e ol e
broker, who had negotiated the

they bought. This acguisition of property infuriabted Pleper the

2

most  since by buving land, the iggourl SBynod gave hope and

with the Missourl men Lto reconsider thelr action.
e o

officials stated that they would keep 8t. Peter's avare of any further

action.

¥, The

in the Bowling alley® Crouan

During the meeting on Oct. 17, Pastor Pleper made this

T Your procedure would be extremely dangerous in view of the fact that
people were involved In the group who desired a new aission who were
being admonished in a disciplinary way and I have written evidence
which would be most uncomfortable for them." Pastor Pleper was
referring to an incident which involved a wenber who was now

giving

support to the new Missourl mission. Pleper retells the story in his

voiloe

£
i

fact that beer was being dispensed and sold at the bovling allevs of

fuddi

the Men's Club which are In our school building....Complaints reached

him that st.

oping a bad veputation on  this

account....¥hen  Pastor suads the mas

the bowling alley to of beer, he met with

conslderable opposition so that he was compelled to bring the matlter

e

to  the church council of the congredg:

11



ke to bowl and have their beer and

o

staction with thoss who 1
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annual meeting of the

the matter came up
becone the spokesman for

made unexpacted and very

2 e ey o s ¢ o Yooy oy e
grave charges thab

Pagtor Pleper, among them was the char rge that "no

been done in this congregation for ten years." Pastor Pleper was so

coming out

made In a public he

refuse Lo

he woul

a tev minubes after

he had gone home, four or five of the Council

charges that type and assured Pleper that they had squelched the
man making them. Thiz wan had always acted in 2 most friendly manner

and had never given the slightest lmpression that he had anything

85

¥. It was surprising to Pastor Pleper and others at the

several weskz later when the man brough

ruled the man oub of order

charges were made by this wman,

£

Pastor Pleper insisted on one of two things, either that the man

and substantiate them.
special meeting of the couwncll was called in which this nan was made
Lo appear. Since he could not substantiate his charges, he vas asked

12



and did not do that unbil

&
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Pleper Intervieved him privately the next day, and then

fm.
“

apologized. .. After being admonished, the wman's attitude toward the

congregatlon changed....Hiz interests leaned toward establishing a

with the Mizourl Bynod.’

sesmned o have calmed down a bit after the man was

admonished., However, even as the mission committess of 5L, Pe

work, tf

ion gUEOUD  Wak

to Pastor Pleper by an alarmed

Lon, to ! *Qmplz in
: gutatiun & :ﬂmz" o of obher
Join the Mlascurl Syned, to get the best
Misgion Church, as Minister with best
Oratory, Bible Classes & Sovlal Activities,

Te bulld up faster vith such Co-Operation,

Az name, would bhe a good suggestion, Mb. Clive, or more.

iﬁ yvou get one hundred nmembers to Join guuy as actlive

nembers, a Friend is wsllizg to offer,
gx ovided thcse nenhers Qut up altogether 5,000.00 or more,

, :N)l?i"h '{Tn’fl-”"z 15:75 o ;u‘;}:z} ;

qt Results

r;“?“ﬁ b
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2

ulaﬁou:i Symoé iz Largest Synod
Mb. Ollve Luth. Church
A Friendly Church Welcones You
Plenty of Parking Space all around our church for you
Bring your Famlly all, we have room for all
wWith Provisionz to take care of them
Bring your ﬁfTMuun and Relatl
God invites vou to do missionary WOfke
At the bottom of thiz lstter were the names of those vho were

1

starting a Missourl mission in Fond du Lac. Included in
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the nanes of zome of The men involved in,

of namez vere
along with son of the man disciplined in, Tthe "beer in the bowling
alley Incident.®™ When this man was approached by Pastor Pleper he

atated that he did not beliesve in sending his boy to a Christian



doin the Hoy

nar

Scouts which he could ¥ ly hope to do in the new group starting out
as & mlssion and belng supported by the Missourl Synod,

What Pastor Ple had

happening. Members looking for

and other Iissues were nov requesbing lrans
Synod.  As you page through the minutes of the church council and

of menbers who

voter's mesting, you can ses that there were a

requested transfsrs Lo Hope. The

was that they would not grant a to Hepe because of the

unbrotherly way in which it was established.

7. Bopeals to Missourl Fall

The days, weeks, and years following that meeting were hard vears
for Pastor Pleper because he anxiously awalted some kind of agreement

through & appeal Tto the Missouri Synod and he recelved no

Perhaps the low polnt of these appeals for Pastor Pleper was at a

5 remarks

S

mixed conference in Oshkosh in 1947. pastor Pleper ended hi

to the Misscourl men b it iz wy prayer that the Holy Ghost

cause you such uneasiness at heart when vou preach to these people and
y b

such qualms in your consclence that you your wrong and come
to repentance." What the Missourl men say they heard was a different
men, especially B, H. Schrldt heard "1 pray

that the Holy Ghost would make vou in your conaclence and

confuse me when I preach to the ng services at ou place

of worship." Thiz only to the hard Migzourl




Conference were ashamed of the

The Lord of the Church has his own way of healing the wany wounds
of hizs Charch caused by unthinklng and uwnbrotherly actions. The

1

Wisconsin Synod churches were not harmed by

the presénce of Missourl

in Fond du lLac. Bt. charch,

Lo

Her three daughters are all doing Faith, one of the daughtex

congregations has experienced dramatic growth in the

fevw vears.

~

In fact, Falth has even picked up a substantial numbsr of membsrs who

left Hope, the Missourl Synod church.

Pastor O

AT

It is with a note of sadness that we have to =ay

2

joined the CLC.
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2

;, we have to thank God for the blessings which he gave his church
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in Fond du Lac through Pz Pleper,
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Material for this paper was gleansd from the 8t. Peter's Church
Archives. Church Council and Voter's Meebing minutes were also used

U YO

paper. Also of greal help to me was a paper which

himself wrote and presented to the Winnsbago HMimed

Conrerence in 1947,



