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My sincere thanks to all those who took the
time to fill out my questionnaires and send
them back to me. I pray that my work will
return you the favor and be of some value
to you.

My gratitude to Prof. Fredrich for his
patience in awaiting this manuscript,

My deepest appreciation to the Lord for
an understanding an loving wife, who helped
tc make this work possible,
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THE TREASURE STORE IN UNcLE Sam’s ATTIiC

Alaska has great promise as the last American frontier. Even
though in 1867 when Secretary of State William H. Seward negotiated
its purchase from Russia, the giant landmass became known as "Seward's
Folly," today there is an aura of respect for this arctic wilderness.
In fact, most Americans raise their eyebrows and turn to listen with
interest at the mere mention of the name "Alaska." Pictures of moose
or sheep hunting, daring young bush pilots, Eskimos, salmon, and the
billion dollar pipeline project sponsored by Alyeska Corporation have
been popularized as characteristics of this northern frontier. In-
deed, it has been the tremendous storehouse of untapped resources--
once discovered--that brought Alaska into the American limelight and
dream, and became the catalyst for a peculiar modern-day gold rush-
fever; "Alaska ho! There lies excitement, adventure and wealth!!"

But the untapped treasure store does not lie only under the sur-
face in this state. From a spiritual perspective, theré is a poten-
tial for missions in Alaska that rivals its other resources. When a
frontier such as this begins to boom, it lures in a steady flow of...
you guessed it...people. Many of these opportunists simply drop the
Tifestyle they have grown up with, including their religious affilia-
tions, and come north.

In studying the westward trek of American religion, I was fas-
cinated by Fredrich Turner's frontier hypothesis, and began to wonder
what application it might have with reference to the frontier spirit
found in Alaska. What Mr. Turner detected in his research was that
rugged experience turned the frontiersmen (persons) into hardy in-
dividuals who enjoyed the free air and the manifold opportunities
for open expression.* That is to say, these individuals found they
could live as they wanted to, bound only by themselves and the forces
of nature. The only social pressures that they sensed came from the
original homesteaders (the Indians), whose feelings they tried their
best not to offend. Quite naturally, this individualism and lack of
social interaction affected the religious atmosphere. Historian
William Warren Sweet observed this:

Migration frequently has a disastrous effect upon
civilization and culture, in general and upon religion,
the matrix of culture in particular. It is difficult
for a people in motion to carry their cultural roots
with them....

Not only does the effect of migration react upon the
personal lives and attitudes of individuals, it has an
equally disintegrating effect upon institutions. A
frontier society is strongly individualistic and, pretty
generally, institutions, whether civil or religious,
were left behind. Although there were some instances of
congregations moving west as a body, that was the ex-
ceptional rather than the usual method of settling the
west. A missionary writing from the Western Reserve of
Ohio in 1826 states that many people in that region
came from New England, "a land of Bibles, and Sabbaths



and ministers and churches," but now they act "like
freed prisoners." "Many of them walked the courts
of God's house in New England, but in that land of
sinful liberty they fight against God without fear-
ing man," or to put it another way, they were no
Tonger restrained by public opinion to walk the
straight and narrow path as they had been in their
New England homes. It has been suggested that the
frontiersman was normally unreligious, rather than
irreligious. (underlining mine] He was not opposed "
to reTigion as such; and when the machinery of reli-
gion was introduced and set up in his community, he
was willing to cooperate, at least for his wife's
and children's sake if not for himself. Many a
frontiersman was 1ike Edward Eggleston's Colonel
Wheeler, who, though no "professor" himself, was
friendly to religion and welcomed the first circuit-
rider to his cabin because of his wife who was a
“professor."?

Surely, with the speed of transportation and communication that we
enjoy, the new American frontier will not unfold in the same way that
the old one did. But is it possible that cirsumstances are comparable
enough to invoke similar reactions even today? What kind of a person
is the Alaskan? What are his religious needs and desires? And most
importantly, what things should a missionary keep in mind when enter-
ing the field in Alaska? What can we learn from the frontier hypo-
thesis to help our work there? These are questions that puzzled me
during my four summers in Alaska as I looked at the people and condi-
tions around me. Undoubtedly, they have been asked over and over by

» our missionaries too, perhaps not in
just this form, but certainly with the
intent of learning how to "become all
things to all men" in the Alaskan en-
vironment.

Prior to my research into this
topic, I simply assumed that the WELS
~would do well in any mission field be-
cause of its commitment to proclaim the
gospel of the inspired Scriptures. My
observations in studying this unique
area have not changed that point of

view.

As Isaiah declares (55:11), God's Word does not return to him empty.
Where Christ crucified is preached--even in such vastly different cul-
tures as Japan and Hong Kong--the hearts of sinful people are changed.

I firmly believe that whatever gains we have made in Alaska have come,
and always will come, as a result of God's growing (I Corinthians 3:7)
and not of a particular method of planting. The Lord has graciously
allowed our efforts in this northern climate to be bountifully blessed.
During the fifteen years of our ministry there, five congregations have



been established: one is a self-supporting church already, another has
developed as a daughter to this congreation, and the other three are
missions.

When I become so bold as to ask the question "why?" I hope not to
presume upon the Holy Spirit's work. Rather, I wish to present the
development of the WELS missions in Alaska as a history of soul-dis-
covery. The people who have been instruments in God's hand and who
have shared in this miraculous process--pastors, teachers, barracade
builders, foresters, electricians, housewives, parents and children--
are my story. o

By necessity (and
for the sake of my ex-
tremely charitable and
patient professor), the
scope of this paper will
be Timited primarily to
the begiggigg§wchQ§Ch
mission,” and then the
present perspective of
the people involved i<
Since the information
for the latter had to
be gathered via ques-
tionnaires, it may not
be as accurate as personal reflection or actual involvement in the
missions. I do, however, hope to offset that deficiency by offering
a large enough cross-section to draw objective conclusions. And now...
WELS in Alaska.

I

It was in the fall of 1966 when the Lord first opened the door of
Uncle Sam's attic for our missionaries. What they uncovered was a
treasure store full of souls. But like any visit to an undisturbed
attic, it took awhile to blow the dust off and find out what was really
underneath.

If you draw this analogy too tight, you could easily make the
previous remark sound like there were very few, if any, churches in
Alaska by the mid-1960's when we got there. That is not true by any
means. In fact, it was almost two centuries earlier that the first.
known Christian missionaries Juan Riobo and Mathes y Noriega sailed
into Alaskan waters with the Spanish Arteaga expedition. When the
Russian American Company began to explore the coastlines and rivers,
it brought in Russian Orthodox priests, who by 1794 had already pene-
trated the interior, reaching Yukon and Kuskokwim villages. Protes-
tant missionaries followed the Russiaas and as early as 1853 a Lutheran
parish had been established in Sitka." After the U.S. acquired the
territory, Moravians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Swedish Evangelicals
and Congregationalists began to open up missions. The Presbyterians,



who arrived in 1878, have been the most active and also the most suc-
cessful.

The rigid climate of the arctic and subarctic regions allowed for
only a few scattered mission cutposts. The sparse population necessi-
tated long and arduous travel, and thosewho gathered for worship were
the hardy ones. The census of 1880 reported a total population of
33,436, of whom only 430 were whites and 1756 Creoles. the pure non-
white natives were divided among some 17,617 Eskimos; 11,478 Indians
and 2,145 Aleuts. While the native numbers declined, the white popu-
lation continued to grow and became a majority by 1900. Many of these
adventuresome Americans were engaged in fishing, whaling, mining, Tum-
bering and a few in farming. They constituted a transient element that
frequently returned to the States. On this basis large and stable
churches just could not develop.

This explains why the early Lutheran efforts rarely resulted in
permanent congregations. For the most part, mission activities among
the Alaskan Indians and Eskimos proved disappointing (apparently they
nad difficulty adapting to the German liturgical structure...!). So
throughout the first half of the twentieth century less than ten Luth-
eran congregations are listed as continuing missions.

That brings us back to our story about the WELS. After the sever-
ence of fellowship with the Missouri Synod in the early 1960's, the
Wisconsin Synod was faced with the challenge of mission expansion into
several new fields. Since one of the qualifying criteria for a new
mission area was that it be fairly uncontested by other Christian organ-
izations, Alaska began to draw the attention of the General Board for
Home Missions (hereafter referred to as GBHM). This was somewhat of an
unusual case. Normally, the main impetus to Took into a particular area
comes from the District Mission Board (DMB). However, in this instance,
the GBHM heard the initial report by Pastor Roland Scheele (from Michi-
gan) about his recent trip to Alaska. That was on August 4, 1959.

Pastor Scheele was mission minded enough to present some compara-
tive statistics for their consideration:

1. The two key cities are Anchorage (pop. 20,000) and
Fairbanks (pop. 12,000).

2. There are 16 Lutheran churches in all of Alaska.

3. In Anchorage there are two ULCA churches, one Augus-
tana, one Missouri and another Missouri mission
contemplated.

The motion prevailed that our Pacific Northwest District Mission Board,
in conjunction with the SWC (and using the Northwestern Lutheran), as-

certain the number of communicants of our Wisconsin Synod at government
installation 1in Alaska, with a view to possible further investigation.

Three months later Chairman Gurgel of the GBHM wrote to Pastor Lee
Sabrowsky, chairman of the Mission Board for the Pacific Northwest Dis-
trict with this information, "So far we have only heard from one family



and one single man of our Synod 1iving in Alaska. Pastor Kuehl said
that we have 25 men in the various military camps and stations in
Alaska. In this day of very serious manpower shortages, it might be
well tg postpone any Alaska moves since we have so few people in this
area."

These same findings were reported to the GBHM at their 1960 meet-
ing and a motion carried to place the responsibility of keeping watch
over Alaska in the hands of the DMB of the Pacific Northwest District.

During the following turmoil years, not much attention was given
to Alaska until 1964, when, at the May meeting of the GBHM, a motion
to defer the investigation of Alaska was defeated. A rival motion
urging the chairman of the DMB and the Executive Secretary to visit
the field carried, and the stage was finally set for action.

Pastors Lee Sabrowsky and R.L. Wiechmann flew north on October 31,
1966. Their first steps into the attic were not as encouraging as they
had anticipated...you might even wonder how the mission ever got off
the ground within the next year and a half when you hear the report to
the DMB:

Meetings were to be conducted in Anchorage and Fairbanks
in the homes of key Wisconsin people in both cities. In-
viting to these meetings was also to be done by these two
key families. No one showed up at either location. Some
expressed 1n§erest but offered excuses for not coming to
the meeting.

Nonetheless, the Holy Spirit obviously did not want our men to
leave the attic without digging around. Early in 1967, the DMB asked
Pastor A.B. Habben from Portland (our first resident missionary in
Africa) to visit our people in the Anchorage area. He discovered that
there were eight to ten Wisconsin Synod families in the area, and
several service men who were stationed at the two military bases near-
by Anchorage. As a result, the DMB decided to call a man to Alaska
in April 1967. According to their records:

Sabrowsky was the first man called to Anchorage.
Zietlow was finally called and what certainly sgemed
to be a shaky beginning has been truly blessed.

II

When Pastor David Zietlow recejved the Alaskan call, he was already
serving as a missionary in the relatively unpopulated area of Winnett,
Montana. During his nine and a half years as a pastor there, he ob-
tained (as he puts it)

"a 1ittle building ex-
perience" in four mis-
sions--Winnett, Melstone,
Sand Springs and Grass
Lange.




Under his guidance the congregations built one church, remodeled a
store into another church, expanded a third building for yet another
mission, tripled the size of the parsonage and helped in a volunteer
project to Bui]d a municipal swimming pool for the Tittle ranch town
of Winnett. Fortunately, the Lord directed this man and his family
and the many skills with which they had been blessed to Anchorage at
a very opportune time.

Zietlow may impress you as a builder, but his hands only give
expression to the heart-felt commitment he has for his Savior and his
Savior's people. His initial reaction to the call demonstrates the
mission zeal that the whole family brought to this new field:

I was very excited. I guess the frontier spirit is
in me. Although it meant getting rid of my two horses,
selling a piece of property that I had just bought and
packing up six kids (the oldest was nine at the time),
we were willing and anxious to follow the call of the
Lord.

Moving to Anchorage during the middle of December might not seem
all that glamorous (in view of the blistery winters that one often
associates with this American version of "Siberia"), yet the Zietlows
found it to be one of their most exciting winters. After renting a
house, Pastor Zietlow was installed by Pastor Habben in a rented
Seventh Day Adventist church. Just two months into this new ministry
the newcomer wrote back to the members of the GBHM:

Sunday School attendance is now near 20 and church
attendance is in the 50's. There are only six other
Lutheran Churches to serve a population of 120,000.
There is no Lutheran Church in south Anchorage, where
we plan to Tocate our mission; and this is the direc-
tion Anchorage is growing, and must grow. Mountains
and military bases and the ocean cut off expansion in
the other three directions. To me, one who has served
in mission congregations of our Synod for all of my
ministry, it 1s]6he most promising mission field I
have ever seen.

The nucleus. of the new mission was young and excep-
tionally strong in doctrinal training. Included in the
a original core group were
three former parochial
school teachers, some
others who had attended
WELS grade schools in the
lower forty-eight, and
several sons and daughters
of pastors from our Synod.
The average age of the
people in Anchorage at that
time was twenty-five, and
Pastor Zietlow mentioned
that in the first six



months the oldest person who attended services was forty. The youth,
robustness and growing capabilities in the area made this a "hot spot"
for a mission.

By march of 1968, the small congregation was already experiencing
growing pains. Although the soul-discovery had taken place mostly a-
mong our own people, there was an alert sense of urgency to start
reaching out to unchurched prospects. Zietlow wrote an article for
the Northwestem Lutheran and his closing words were similar to these
taken from his letter to the LWMS in Wauwatosa:

The prospects for growth of our mission here are
limited only in so far as we are able to reach the
people. We have taken adds out in the local papers,
which didn't help too much; we are constantly call-
ing on people we think might be interested in our
Lutheran church, but are handicapped in that we
don't have a church building of our own. How we
yearn for that! There is so much that is temporary
and insecure, there are sc many families on the
move, and worshipping in a church that is not our
own does not give one a feeling that our church is
here to stay. But, we are in Anchorage to stay!
And a church of our own would help to prove the
point.H

The first step toward permanence came later that same month when
a search for land began. The three most appealing sites were selected
from the initial thirty and the DMB was contacted. A quick visit by
the chairman of the Board of Trustees resulted in a purchase by April.
The next week Pastor Zietlow bought a chain saw and began to clear
out the spruce trees. Within the next two months the congregation had
ordered a Capp Home out of Minneapolis, surveyed and excavated the plot,
dug the well and the sewer system, lajd the foundation and built a gar-
age to house the materials that were not weatherproof. About this time,
Pastor Norman Berg, the newly appointed Executive Secretary of Home
Missions, visited. Pastor Zietlow still recalls the incident with
genuine missionary relish, "I showed him the area, bragged up the
prospects and then put him to work building the sesspool--in a couple
hours he had blisters...but so did I."

As it may already be evident to you, Alaska's first WELS missionary
was not a man to waste time. Days were spent with the building of the
parsonage, nights in making calls and teaching adult classes. Pastor
Zietlow always had praise for the backing he got from the DMB, but he
says he will never forget those forms "ad-infinitum!" Much of his in-
centive came from men like Habbs (Pastor Habben), whose advice he often
asked and took to heart. Once, when the veteran%issionary visited him,
he asked, "Habbs, how can I get my congregation to grow faster?” The
thoughtful reply came in the form of this little story:

When a tomcat wants something, how does he get it?
He goes out at night, howls into the dark and makes
all kinds of calls. Like the old tomcat, you may get
tired...but then you get results too! '



It took persistence to uncover the treasure store in Alaska as the
tomcat of 5200 Lake Otis Parkway, Faith Ev. Lutheran Church knows so
well.

By the end of the first year, Pastor and his wife Carol and the
children were settled comfortably in the new parsonage. Most of the
building had been done during the winter months, and for less than
half the cost of a proposed bid by an area contractor. On dedication
day the ground was broken for the chapel nearby. These people took
their mission work serfously. And although construction took another
year and a half (most missionaries envy such an accomplishment), the
chapel was completed by the hard-working members and their pastor,
the builder.

These words from the Book of Reports and Memorials sound forth
the positive note that the annual Alaskan report struck for the Pacific
Northwest District:

Like cooling, refreshing breezes, the news from
Anchorage continues to speak of progress and joy at
—our mission in Anchorage.12

A quick glance at the statistics of Faith Ev. Lutheran Church
through its fifteen years of existence tells a remarkable story about
soul-discovery. Much of the history of how this all happened cannot
be presented here, yet the beginnings of the ministry to God's little
ones deserves some of our attention.

In the spring of 1975, shortly after Faith became self-supporting,
the members (exemplifying the name they chose, cf. NWL Dec. 4, 1975, p.
403), voted to call a Christian day school teacher. The man selected
was Lance Hartzell, who was then teaching all eight grades in a one
room country school-at East Bloomfield, Wisconsin. Although the call
was sent out only seven years ago, the event marked a new development
in the Lutheran history of Alaska. Pastor Zietlow explained this ex-
citing news to Lance in the cover letter he mailed with his call:

You will be our school's first teacher, in fact, you
will be the first Lutheran parochial school teacher in
all of Alaskal  Our school will open in fall with all
eight grades. Already there are sixteen enrolled, and
our school board feels that the enrollment figure should
be Timited to about twenty. I'm sure there will be
more who wish to attend this coming fall, and so next
year we no doubt will be adding a second teacher as
well...and build a new school building.13

Mr. Hartzell was well qualified for the call. Added to his five
years of experience in a single classroom atmosphere, were his many ex-
periences in the mision field. As the son of Pastor Eugene Hartzell at
East Fork Apache mission in Arizona, he had Tearned to appreciate the
sometimes tedious but ever rewarding work that soul-discovery demands
in an outlying mission area. He had grown up with Apache friends who



taught him a love for nature and a few of their secrets for fishing and
hunting. When the Holy Spirit invited him and his wife, Annette, north
to Alaska, he accepted the call with anticipation.

Was it the Ture of the frontier that brought them up to Alaska?
Perhaps in part, for Lance is not unlike Pastor Zietlow in his affection
for the outdoors. Yet this anticipation was linked to the land of op-
portunity--an environment Taden with untapped resources in the form of
children. With enthusiasm Zietlow wrote:

There are many things that you should know about Alaska,
and when you get to know me and Alaska, you will wonder
why I haven't written you a book. This is a great land!
The people are young and energetic. Many, many are
moving here, mission work is unlimited and we will also
be having a summer vicar here this summer doing expora-
tory work for a third mission of our Synod in Alaska
and the second in the Anchorage area. The congregation
has a 17 acre bible camp on a private lake, it has an
active teen league, had boy and girl Pioneers and is
very interested in its youth. As for Alaska itself...
you will also love it. Hunting and fishing are out of
this world, scenery is spectacular and it still is
frontier country, inspite of the fact that Anchorage
is a very modern city of 135,000 people.l4
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With haste, Lance and Annette sold many of their belongings,
bought a new Ford pick-up and laid out their pathway across Canada.
After four thousand dusty miles on the AlCan highway, they arrived
in Anchorage on July 31, 1975. 0One month Tater school began with
eighteen children in grades one to eight. Since the basement of
the chapel was hardly adequate for the prospected increase in en-
rolTment over the next few years, planning for the new school addi-
tion began immediately.15 '

By spring the enterprising Alaskans had already poured the foun-
dation on the north side of the chapel and proceeded tc frame in the
three classroom expansion. The unique stonework that forms the
frontispiece facing Lake Otis Parkway was the bonifide Alaskan signa-
ture of the construction. The native-grown granite was chipped off
of Sheep Mountain in the Matanuska Valley, some seventy miles north-
east of the city, and hauled (Whew! What a job! I still remember
the grumbling of some Swedish acquaintances we had brought along to
help. They thought Americans were lazy...until that day!) back on
two flatbeds.

At the time the new school building hit the cover of the North-
western Lutheran (March 6, 1977), the school board under the direction
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of Marie Wilson was preparing to extend a call to DMLC for a gradu-
ate teacher. As a result, Tom Zarnsdorf became the second Lutheran
elementary school teacher in the 49th state, and his wife Cindy even-
tually became the third full-time member of the staff. Frequently,
they have utilized Mrs. Hartzell and two other assistants on a part-
time basis.

We will return once more to Anchorage to pick up the current and
future prospective on mission work there. But for now we journey
north, past the greatest North American mountain--20,320 foot Mt.
McKinley--to the border of the Arctic Circle and Fairbanks.

Late in the year 1972 several WELS families contacted Mis-
sionary Zietlow and asked him to explore the possibility of esta-
blishing a congregation there. In his report to Rev. Ralph Baur,
Chairman of the Pacific Northwest DMB, Zietlow shared his enthu-
siasm for a potential mission in the second largest city:

. 1 say, Tet's go full steam ahead! I spent two
nights there. The first evening we baptized a
baby of a Catholic-Lutheran couple and the second
evening we had a communion service with the James
Wynen family. Their youngest son, Patrick, is also
completing confirmation instruction and will be
confirmed this spring.16

Full throttle appears to be a motto with Pastor Zietlow. When he
discovers souls, he bands them together quickly and gets them moving
in their service toward God and fellowman. But in this instance the
ship broke out of the bay into open sea a bit too early.

Utylizing the Wynen family as his contact point, Zietlow dis-
covered that several WELS military men had just been transferred from
Elmendorf (airforce base at Anchorage) and Fort Richardson (army base)
up to Fairbanks. Just after the first of March, Pastor Zietlow visited
Fairbanks and returned with a resolve to make a go of it. That Sunday
he ran the following comment in his bulletin:

Your pastor's trip to Fairbanks this week was a grati-
fying experience. On the last Sunday of this month we
will hold our first church service in Fairbanks at the
home of one of the members, Mr. & Mrs. James Wynen. Their
son will also be confirmed with the class here in Anchorage
in May. Two other boys from another family will be start-
ingconfirmation classes too. We plan to hold services once
a month until June, when we are expecting one (and we hope)
two vicars from our Seminary who will be placed in Fair-
banks for the summer and who along with the pastor will
then be able to hold weekly church services. By the end
of summer it is our prayer to call for a full time man for
the Fairbanks congrega?}on. Remember these people in your
prayer for the church.
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Meanwhile, the DMB had not been able to obtain an exploratory

status for the area as quickly as had been assumed.

When a copy

of Zietlow's March 14th letter to the Wynens in Fairbanks slid

across the executive Secretary's
about.

desk it caught fire...well, just

Here was one of those classic communication breakdowns,

perhaps accentuated by the fact that it was stretched apart by

4500 miles and the postal service "slows."

At any rate, it was

news to Pastor Berg that services were beginning in Fairbanks,

since the permission had not been granted.
Pastor Baur out in Washington with red flags attached.

would hesitate to grant approval
Fairbanks.

The news rebounded to
The GBHM
and commitment of the Synod to

S0 it often goes with the zeal of missionaries out on the

frontier,
_spiritual atmosphere, they often

Inspired by the warmth of people who Tong for a settled

find themselves calling for "full

speed ahead" before the engines (the DMB, or maybe the GBHM) are

ready to deliver the power to the prop.

On the other hand, the

GBHM oversees the entire fleet, struggling to keep all the "ships"

on a unified course.

toward one spot "full speed ahead?"

What happens when they begin to converge all

With sincerity of purpose, the

question is battled bravely by both sides, "Who handles the throttle?"
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Well, history took a shaky but favorable course for Fairbanks,
Zietlow held that first service in the 10 X 12 foot living room of a
trailor: twenty-two people attended, eight communed, four adults in-
dicated a desire for instructions, two teenagers for confirmation,
and a couple that had been living together for eight months previously,
pledged themselves to be married and have their child baptized. With
such compelling promise, exploratory status was granted and Fairbanks
received a vicar for the summer.

When Pastor Zietlow wrote to the vicar chosen--Kieth Kuschel from
North Fond du Lac--he Tet out his exuberance with a bit of humor:

You'll be working with me part of the time when I am
in Fairbanks and some of the time you will be on your
own. Your work will not be much along the canvassing
Tine, but rather following up Teads, some dealing with
the military, and then some personal mission work where
we just, by the power of God and His Word, convert the
milkman, mailman and the clerk at the corner drug store.
And that work is easy.!8

Vicar Kuschel's work brought the small group stability and after
he returned to school, Zietlow jetted in and out every two weeks to
continue services.

The incline of soul-discovery held through the long, cold winter
months (in Fairbanks cold really means COLD...it can hit 60 below).
Even before the next spring had succeeded in breaking through the
surface of the permafrost, man power was granted and a call sent out.
The Report to the Nine Districts revealed Alaska as the highlight of
mission activity in the Pacific Northwest:

Alaska's bustling with activity. Anchorage projects

a population of 183,730 by 1980. Fairbanks is bracing

itself for the long awaited pipeline boom. How thankful

we should be that the Lord moved us to begin work in

Alaska in 1967. Today we are where the action is. The

congregation in Anchorage is almost self-supporting.

The second man for Alaska has accepted the call and will
- be stationed at Fairbanks. A good sized Tgc]eus has al-

ready been gathered during the past year.

That second man who entered the field seven years after Zietlow
was a former neighbor in the Dakota-Montana District, Norbert Meier.
He had been a missionary all the way: first in Billings, Montana and
then, for ten years, in Japan. Pastor Meier had kept current with
the progress in Alaska with each of his furlough's back to the states.
The flight to and from the orient just happened to make a stop at
International Airport in Anchorage, so it was not difficult for them
to vist with the ZietTows.

The building of the Alaska forty-eight inch crude oil pipeline
north to south across the state--Prudhoe Bay to Valdez--gave great
impetus to the area. With the influx of five to eight thousand workers
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plus their families, Fairbanks and the congregation 1iterally boomed.

Toward the end of 1975 all things looked favorable for land pur-
chase. Pastor Berg flew in to help with the final decision, and
Pastor Meier was encouraged when he reported back to the DMB:

The Executive's visit came at a most opportune time.
Everyone here was encouraged and impressed with the
concern shown the congregation. His various explana-
tions of the mission board, CEF funding, scheduling,
etc., were easily understood and well received. He
was quite frank in speaking of the financial obliga-
tions of a mission congregation, but instead of turn-
ing them off he turned them on even more.

However, the sweetness turned sour all too soon. Because most land
that became available was being gobbled up by the native corporations
and speculative land development companies. A chance to buy a nine acre
parcel from a California woman was quickly settled upon with earnest
money. Forecasting the resale of up to six acres, the DMB suggested
that the congregation incorporate and close the deal. When the congre-
gation did so, they didn't realize that this would turn out to be a
step in the wrong direction on two accounts: first, one of the leaders
of the congregation, in whose name the land had been deeded (along with
two or three others), had some problems in his private 1ife and left
the congregation. Secondly, the contractor's name had to be removed
from the property also because of tax, insurance and Tien problems. The
legal battle that resulted slowed progress to a halt and dismayed every-
one involved. When the difficulties were finally straightened out, they
got on with construction and the parsonage was completed by August, 1977.

Syndoulos Church at Fairbanks
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When the pipeline was completed, Syndoulos (taken from the Greek,
means "serving together") Ev. Lutheran Church Tost almost half of its
membership. Yet the Lord blessed Pastor Meier's work through the
struggles to survive, and the new church was eventually dedicated on
July T, 1979. The completion of the building helped to stimulate
growth in excess of the previous high figure.

The chapel

- is another ex-
ample of Alaskans
working together
in the frontier
setting. Most of
the furnishings
in the new church
were handmade by
members and friends.
A friend of the
congregation hewed
the altar and pul-
pit from large
logs cut in the
area. The baptis-
mal font and the
large chancel cross
were also made by
members using local
timbers. Another
member carved the

, beautiful altar

cross, candle holders, and baptismal bowl from native Alaskan soapstone,

and still another made the 1ighting fixtures.

The inside of the church.

Heading south again, we encounter the third WELS mission at Eagle
River, about twelve miles northeast of Anchorage. Some of Faith's
strong supporters who happened to be from the Eagle River/Wasilla area
composed the nucleus of original members. Pastor Zietlow was convinced
that this was a core group who were committed and eager to serve. His
evaluation for the GBHM was:

Is this a nucleus!! Some drive 65 miles to church
each Sunday. Included are many of my finest members,
very good people--a former president of the congrega-
tion, a present elder, present financial secretary,
present school board member and a WELS minister's
son.

Since Anchorage was hedged in on three sides by the ocean, moun-

tains and military bases, much of the "spill-over" population took up
residence in the vicinity of Eagle River where real estate was a little
cheaper. Plans to relocate the state capital at Wasilla, some thirty-
five miles north meant that a migration of state officials and their
families could soon be expected. A1l the signs looked advantageous

for a mission in Eagle River in the near future.
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Zietlow secured another summer vicar to help him survey the area.
Vicar Mark Braun arrived in June of 1975, borrowed the "mighty mission
Volkswagon" and set to work. After his return to Mequon, Pastor Ziet-
Tow: continued to conduct services each Sunday, striving toward the goal
of receiving a Seminary graduate that next summer. Due to a shortage
of manpower, their request was deferred by the assignment committee,
and the position was temporarily filled with a full-time vicar. For
Mark Braun, to whom the call was extended, it was like a trip back
home. »

This time around, Mark Tived in a rented trailor house right there
in Eagle River. As Nate Radtke reports in his evaluation of the vicar
program in Alaska, "The mission in Eagle River remained stable even
though two of the original families moved out of the area. This was
due to two adult confirmations and the reactivation of a rather lax
couple." In April 1977, the congregation submitted their articles
of incorporation to the state under the title Peace Ev. Lutheran Church
and called Pastor Thomas Spiegelberg from the field.

Through a concerted effort on the part of Pastor Zietlow and be-
cause of the cooperation down at synod offices, Peace purchased a split
level parsonage before Pastor Spiegelberg and his family arrived.
Beginning somewhat 1ike a daughter congregation, Peace finally received
full mission status and established her independence from the larger
Anchorage congregation.

As a result of inflated construction costs, the congregations has
so far been unable to obtain their own worship facility. As with many
missions, not having a permanent chapel has been the proverbial “gravel
in the shoe" along the dusty road. At the present time, the congrega-
tion is faced with their seventh temporary location. This has been
discouraging...but they have learned to endure with patient determina-
tion. Not everything in Alaska blossoms overnight!

Yet there are always flowers along the way. Perhaps this inter-
esting experience can best describe that kind of discovery from the
missionary's perspective:

The owner of Forks Roadhouse had been planning a
special wedding for his son during July one summer.
It was to be outdoors on a hill near the Roadhouse.
As the date approached, we cleared the area and
built an altar and cross out of spruce trees. Every-
thing appeared to be progressing smoothly...until
that week before.

It rained that whole Tast week, transforming the
twenty miles of back-roads into gullies of knee-
deep mud. I packed my family into our four-wheel
drive Toyota Landcruiser and we arrived a day early.
Many of the invited guests didn't make it because of
the roads.

On account of the weather conditions our only al-
ternative was to hold the wedding inside the Road-
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house itself. I suppose I never suspected that I'd
someday see such a classic frontier matrimony, much
less be the preacher. But there I was, standing over
the lunch counter (now the altar) at this back-woods-
combination-bar-restaurant-bunkhouse-gasoline station-
country-store log cabin. The place was packed. There
were trappers, dog-mushers, miners, homesteaders and
the well-dressed relatives of the bride from Minnesota--
suits and ties amid a sea of greasy, muddy jeans. When
the time came, I whistled...two of the boys passed out
the printed sermon text and the wedding began.

I won't soon forget my opportunity to share the Word
of God from I Corinthians 13 with these people. That
whole motley gathering heard the good news that day.

[ guess that's the Holy Spirit's way of reminding me
what my ministry is all about. We've started an adult
instruction class out at the Roadhouse now and even
though it's a cold twenty miles in by snowmachine, I'm
getting used to being a modern "circuit rider."

His experience reminded me of the first time I had the chance to
attend the special outdoor Sunday Service that Faith sponsors up at
Camp Luther. Although it had been a drizzling weekend, the sun broke
through the clouds on Sunday morning. As I sat there on the split log
bench looking toward the home-made spruce cross and Pastor Zietlow, I
marveled at God's magnificent creation. Pastor Zietlow pointed to a
snow-capped mountian in the Matanuska Valley and spoke of God's majesty
and holiness shared with sinners like us through his son, Jesus Christ.
- I knew then that the Gospel message does indeed uncover a treasure store
of precious souls wherever it is proclaimed, even in this remote place
called Uncle Sam's attic. So too at Eagle River.

The beginnings of Grace Ev. Lutheran Church in Sitka go all the way
back to 1960, but Southeastern Alaska did not undergo serious study for
a mission opening until 1977. The small group was then served and organ-
ized by DMB chairman Ralph Baur out of Seattle. By early 1978 a promis-
irg report was given to the Ten Districts:

Southeastern Alaska consists of smaller towns spread
throughout a myriad of islands in a beautiful setting
of water and trees, reached only by sea or air. High-
ways are minimal. In Sitka whose history dates back to
the days of the Russian rule, there are only fourteen
miles of highway. But there are people and there is
activity. In Sitka, Ketchikan and Juneau we have a
total of 28 communicants. These towns are about a half
hour apart by jet. In addition, the ministry among the
natives of the area would prove most challenging.?

The fascinating development of this fourth Alaskan mission has already
been well documented by Martin Baur dn: his church history paper, 1981.
Sitka will, however, be included in the evaluation later.
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The final corner
of history in Alaska
that we can currently
examine is located in
Kenai, on the Kenai
Peninsula 150 miles
south of Anchorage.
This small but enthu-
siastic congregation
got its start in De-
cember 1978 as a
daughter to Faith
Lutheran in Anchorage.
Some ten years prior
to that first worship
service, one of the
families that helped
found the mother con--

- gregation moved down
to Kenai. Les Strick-

sler relocated here

: with his wife and his

children because of a job offer at the area Petro-chemical plant. Since

there was no WELS church on the whole peninsula, they began to attend the

Missouri Synod church near their home.

The parsonage in Sitka

The minister at the church for several years was Rev. Ernst, who
later also joined the WELS daughter congregation. Pastor Ernst had al-
ready been in Fajrbanks for a number of years before he moved to Kenai
in 1967. For reasons I am not quite sure of, he chose to remain in
this area as a lay member of the Missouri congregation. At any rate,
he constructed his own log cabin in the back-woods about sixteen miles
out of town.

During the early 1970's, the pastor of this Missouri congregation
took a call and Teft Kenai vacant. They called six or seven times over
the period of that first year, finally requesting Pastor Ernst to over-
see the mission. Not long before the Stricklers and some of the found-
ing members of the Missouri church asked Pastor Zietlow to fly in, Rev.
Ernst had a "run-in" with his congregation and their DMB over a disci-
pline case. Apparently, he had encouraged some of his people to drop
their lodge membership more quickly than they were inclined to do. The
DMB felt that he should proceed more slowly, which advice he.refused to
follow. After it became necessary for him to resign his position, he
and his family remained members for over a year to show that they were
not just setting up a disgruntled "opposition camp" but were serious
about their confessional principles.

When the next pastor turned out to be quite Tiberal and preoccupied
with getting the finest area talents--members or not--to "perform" as
organist and choir director, many of the original members were disen-
chanted. The Stuarts decided to join the Stricklers at the first WELS
“service held December 10th in a Seventh Day Adventist church.
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Pastor Zietlow promptly responded to the call and flew down for that
Sunday on an 18 passenger bumpy twin Otter operated by the Alaska Aero-
nautical Corporation. Once again he followed the plea for help ahead of
DMB approval, and this time they were not convinced of the area's poten-
tial for a mission. Since the word never reached the GBHM level, the
small group at Kenai failed to receive mission status.

Nevertheless, Pastor Zietlow continued to commute there every other
weekend, donating the flight costs himself. Sunday afternoons he would
hold Bible classes and worship services and the next morning he then
followed up on contacts that he himself had made during his years in
Alaska, or those that the people suggested to him. Spurred on by
their determination to make the mission work, Zietlow informed his
home congregation of the outstanding progress and commitment of these
fellow Christians. The council at Faith voted to accept the challenge
to support Grace at Kenai as a daughter congregation. They arranged
a schedule of decreasing subsidy to encourage the daughter to develop
its own stewardship.

[t was also decided that Faith should again call a full-time vicar
to serve with Pastor Zietlow in expanding the outreach at Kenai. As
Nate Radtke's paper establishes, this procedure enabled Grace (as also
Peace and Syndoulos) to get its feet planted firmly. By the end of
Vicar Paul Ibisch's year there, the congregation was incorporated, and
accepted as a self-supporting congregation of the WELS. During the
following year with Vicar Nathan Radtke, the flock nearly doubled its
size and with joy called seminary graduate Carl Busse as their first
pastor. On July 19, 1981 he was installed and of the 74 people present
more than half were from the dedicated mother congregation.

[TI

What I have sketched thus far is only a thread of the complete
history for each congregation; though the thread stops here today,
it will Tead somewhere else tomorrow: perhaps back to the greater
Anchorage area, or to Wasilla, Ketchikan or Juneau. As you have heard,
"Things are active out on the frontier." The discovery of souls in
Alaska continues on the pages of history day by day.

An evaluation of mission philosophy and approach could certainly
be drawn from the material presented. But by making a survey of those
- personally involved at all levels of the mission work, I have attempted
not only to observe these interesting insights of history, but also
their past and present attitudes. What we can truly carry into our
future ministries as a result of this kind of correlation remains in
the Lord's hands, since he opens doors that we have never seen before
and closes others that we may think show promise.

A11 too often the perspective of our Taity does not affect the
future of our missions as much as it could. Perhaps a look at where
these people came from, how they became involved, how they perceive
the overall objectives and approaches of the mission and what they
have experienced in their ministry will help give us an objective
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view of what our WELS has done and might do in Alaska.

Qut of the eleven people surveyed only one person was involved in
a WELS mission before arriving in Alaska. Nor were all of them WELS
by their upbringing.” However, several of them did carry into other
parts of Alaska the experience and excitement they shared in the ori-
ginal mission at Anchorage. Considering the zeal with which these
people have put on the Gospel armor, I think we'd be safe in saying
that previous experience in a mission congregation does not make them
better suited for a mission congregation. That quality shows itself
as a response to the saving message of God's Word. VYet it is clear
that the Gospel is being proclaimed powerfully in our missions in
Alaska because our people carry their enthusiasm with them wherever
they move. And this might well be considered the primary concern of
our mission outreach--to train our people to be witnesses unto the
ends (Titerally) of the earth. But more of that in a moment.

Some of the people followed the "call of the wild" to Alaska,
1ike Jim Perham who came "to get away from the crowded cities of
ITlinois and establish a new Tifestyle." Others came either because
of military service or job transfers. After they had lived in Alaska
for awhile, the independence and freedom of this frontier society
appealed to them (as well as the economic possiblities) and they
decided to stay. :

Since many of the people came from WELS backgrounds (or at least
the spouse did), their doctrinal training led them to prefer the mini-
stry of the WELS when it was offered. However, more than half of them
attended other Lutheran services until they were invited or encouraged
by the missionary or one of his members to join our mission. This
seems to substantiate what Pastor Habben had told Pastor Zietlow: the
discovery of souls comes through personal contact. Calls have to be
made on members and prospects frequently, even when it may take the
form of salmon fishing at Anchor River or snowmachining up at Hatcher
Pass. The point is, you have to be where the people are.

Not so typical is the story of the Goldschmidts down at Sitka. Mrs.
Goldschmidt related their fight for confessionalism in this way:

We have always been Lutheran and have always attended
whatever Lutheran church happened to be in our community.
We did not realize how different the synods were: we
have been members of LCA, ALC, Missouri and now WELS.

As liberalism crept in and took over, the other synods
became very difficult to tolerate.... When we came to
Sitka, from a wonderful conservative Missouri Lutheran
Church in Gallup, New Mexico, we went immediately to the
Lutheran Church in downtown Sitka. It was LCA, and the
very first Sunday we attended, we knew this was not for
us. Everything our children (boys just confirmed in
New Mexico) had learned to be true, was taught to be
untrue...totally confusing. So, after two years, we
and several other families left, not knowing what we
would do for a church. We called the LCMS first, and
they said we needed seventy people before they would
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be able to serve us in any way. MWe called the WELS, and
Pastor Baur said, "I will be up to see you next week."
WELS has served us jgjthfu]lzvever since that first week.

Certainly, Sitka shows the open door and the opportunities that emerge
when we follow the Lord's call and enter.

In an effort to try to analyze whether or not the people considered
themselves "pioneers" (socially and religiously), and to determine what
effect the frontier has had on mission outreach, I asked them to con-
sider the terrain where they live, the background- of the people and
the image of the WELS. Some of their replies were intriguing as well
as informative. Generally, the territory has not been a hindrance for
making contact, "I don't think this has been a factor. When there was
a need, a way was found to fulfill that need." That might be reasonably
true for the northern four congregations, but the exception would be
Sitka, which is more isolated, and which is 2000 miles away from the
nearest WELS congregation.

- When setting up objectives for the missions the laypeople felt that
it was necessary to take a penetrating Took at those who live in the
unusual environment:

The people of the area seem to be of an adventure-
some, independent nature and in the winter go skiing,
Camping, snowmobiling to prevent the feeling of being
"closed in" by the weather and limited nine months of
the year. Then when summer comes they say there's so
few "nice" days that they fish and camp or go to their
cabins all weekend and not to church.

There are so many things of a volunteer nature that
are viable to the economy of the area--such as CAP
(Civil Air Patrol), community Schools, different hospi-
tal guilds, music Teagues, politics, Arts Council, etc.,
all competing for time between voluntary church acti-
vities and special interest groups, of which there are
$o many. This seems to play a big part since these
groups are continuously seeking out people.

The background of the people is so varied and the
people are very mobile. It's harder to set long range
goals and to get committments from people who don't
expect to be around more than a couple of years.

The people here have minds of their own, they seem
to do only what they want to do.

I think it is fair to estimate the average Alaskan as a modern
version of the frontier person. There is a spirit of independence
and individuality that shows up in the way people do things. Just for
example, the Alaskan (both native and white, though we have been con-
centrating on the white American) Tikes to make his own things, whether
it is a log cabin, a boat, or some canned salmon or even ice ‘cream.

The image of our synod has Tittle impact, if any on the people:
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Nobody has ever heard of WELS. People in the area
are just beginning to find out about us and realijze
we are different than the LCA downtown. Our pastor
is a very good teacher and is now teaching a group
of downtown business women that will probably help
in getting the word out about our church.

The laypeople varied in opinion on what might increase the mission
effort the most. 1In Sitka and Eagle River, it was, understandably, a
place of worship. In Anchorage, where there are more social opportun-
ities, it was time or manpower. There is an expressed trust in the
missionaries, "I think Alaska shows what can happen if they are pro-
vided with missionaries to meet the needs of the people in our state,”
but a strong personal committment as well,"We still need to work hard
on this area...all of us. The word needs to get beyond our doors. The
people need to know we care about them."

It is in carrying out Christ's commission that these pecple seem
most unified. This again fits the rule of "visitation/invitation" which
is mentioned in these ways:

The majority of the people attending were invited by
the members.

Our people have been influential in the mission out-
reach to our community by inviting friends and neigh-
bors to worship. We welcomethose who come on their
own too, and try to involve them in our activities.

The laypeople in this congregation got it off the
ground before we had a pastor. They worked zealously.
And they still do.

The greatest joy indicated was in the "closeness of the members"
or "fellowship" centered around God's Word. For most it has been a
satisfying spiritual life:

My greatest joy has been to watch God's guiding
hand and the gifts he has bestowed on us. He an-
swered our prayers for a church that taught God's
Word. The fine preaching and teaching--that is
our joy. Knowing we have something genuine to
offer this spiritually starved community. Nearly
every day I give thanks for WELS. They have
truly met our needs in every way.

With growth some of the original mission zeal and unity was lost
in the original mission at Anchorage:

As our congregation grew, I think we lost some of
the "closeness" we felt as a small, struggling mis-
sion. In the early days, I could tell you all the
members' names and now I think I would have a dif-
ficult time naming 25% of them. I think we lost
the feeling of really belonging when we became a
Targe congregation. It makes you feelthat you are
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Just a name on a membership 1ist.

Striving for growth has brought some disappointment also, in the delays
to get a facility and permanence:

A great disappointment for us has come in dealing
with synod on the building program. We feel that
the delays have been unnecessary.

Yet the attitudes toward synod are positive on all fronts.

When asked to characterize the qualities that they felt were impor-
tant for a missionary in the Alaska field, the people expressed their
needs most clearly:

The minister and his family should have a real desire to
live in Alaska!

He has to understand the people and why they came to
Alaska. I think most Alaskans are a different breed of
people that you don't see in the lower 48. The "old-
timers" who came to get away from the Depression are
tough and rugged, others just like the northern climate
and the sparse population.

He should be:

1. A good preacher and teacher. People up here don't
know the pure word of God.

2. Loving for the people and friendly.

3. Head of a strong family...strong enough ~ to endure
long times without going home...he needs a strong
supporting wife.

4. Adventuresome, able to be satisfied with simple
things and home entertainment.

5. Outgoing. Here virtually no one comes directly to
us...we have to find them.

In short, the people of Alaska feelthat they are in a unique frontier
situation, that they need a pastor who is willing to "ride circuit"
and visit them at their level, and that they desire synod support with
"understanding" of frontier essentials.

Obviously, it is not easy to be the multi-talented creature called
the frontier missionary. But with the lTove of Christ compelling them,
five pastors and three teachers have undertaken the challenge, and by
God's grace serve faithfully with the talenst and abilities they have
been given.

Beyond the basic objective of surviving, these comments character-
ize the goals they have established:

My original objectives were to establish a congre-
gation that would provide for and encourage each
other in faithfulness and growth in the love of God
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through Jesus, and which would then share that message
and the fruits of His love with each other and with
others in the community.

Mine and the mission board's seemed to differ. Mine
was to nurture and bring a loosly organized nucleus in-
to a working congregation. The mission board wanted me
to do more exploring in other area communities. My em-
phasis has definitely been on the home mission.

My goal was to get self-supporting as soon as possible.
I hate filling out those forms!

Have they seen these objective fulfilled? Well, for some only
time can tell the story, "My objectives are in the process of being
fulfilled. 1 doubt if they ever will be (nor should they be) com-
pleted." Yet God has blessed many of the efforts even more than they
themselves expected:

You bet those objectives have been fulfilled. I hesitate
to start another mission because of it. Although in Alaska
I've had a hand in starting two missions beside Anchorage.
The daughter congregation may grow faster knowing that we
stand behind them, ready to help.

Yet one goal seems
to be more illusive
than the others, wit-
nessing Christ among
the Alaskan natives:

I have had op-
portunities and
have spent a Tot
of time holding
instruction class-
es weekly with
natives. And, I
have accomplished
very little. I
do know, by the
grace of God, one
soul went to heav-
en. I don't know
how many others
may have been
gained for the
kingdom. They
have a real problem with immorality and alcoholism,

We have had one black girl in school and about a
half-dozen children who were part native. The rest
were and are all white.



Our outreach to local natives is somewhat limited be-
cause of the limited social mixing between natives and
non-natives. We are confirming our first native member,
an eighteen year old girl, this Easter. We have had a
number in Sunday School, VBS, etc.

For three of the congregations the road from infancy to adulthood
still awaits the day of confirmation--that is, the dedication of their
own worship facility. Anchorage achieved that goal quickly, yet for
the others it has been a long, tiring struggle uphill. Quite naturally,
some spirits have been dampened by the systematic and sometimes tedious
procedure outlined by the DMB and GBHM., One comment bears the mark of @
genuine frontier attitude:

The procedure for completing a chapel should be
more flexible to fit the area. A long drawn out
process is discouraging, as is a huge debt. How
do you solve it? Some areas may need to use a
less conventional facility--in Alaska we could
get by nicely with a log cabin, dirt floors and
an outhouse!

Permanency at the cost of dignity? That is hardly the problem in the
Alaskan surroundings. Perhaps the regulaticns ought to be reviewecd for
the frontier areas. But...an unordained, inexperienced defense attorney
I contend that I am not, and so must leave this one alone.

As the missionaries themselves see it, the growth of cur missions is
a personal commitment. I asked them the same kind of question Pastor
Zietlow had asked Pastor Habben during his first years in Alaska, "What
would make the congregations grow faster?" (Actually it was, "Our mis-
sion effcrts would greatly increase if we only had ) They re-
sponded:

A building of our own!

More love for lost sinners, and perhaps more confidence that
through us they can be saved.

A GREATER MEASURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

The abilitvy to overcome our human shortcominags in reaching
out with the Gospel. You don't have to look very far or be
here very long to see a white field. But to devote the time
and energy to the harvest is humanly more difficult. Physi-
cally speaking, we lack 1ittle.

There is no doubt that the Holy Spirit is working in and through these
men to reach others,

- Interestingly enough, the veteran of our Alaskan missions replied,
“A vicar." That kind of attitude is part of his practical nature. After
trying many different approaches, he has settled on this one. Apparent-
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ly, the "tomcat" in Anchorage likes company when he goes out to "sit on
the fence" and make calls, That this method has already been effectively
used in Alaska and may have potential for other areas as well, has been
proven by history. But that is another story.

The future looks bright for the discovery of more spiritual treasures
in America's attic. The Kenai/Soldatna area is about to explode, when
either the Exxon or Shell 0i1 Company constructs a new Petro-chemical
plant there. Wasilla still is projecting an influx of business and pop=
ulation when the state capital is moved into the valley. And who knows
what may develop at Juneau or Ketchikan in Scutheastern Alaska?

Many of today's Alaskans are opportunists who work long, hard hours.
But they have also learned how to play hard in their rugged Trontier habi-
tat. Will they put their energy into mission work when they hear about
the freedom of forgiveness in Christ? The history of cur WELS missions
and the opinion of the missionaries seem to indicate that they will. Al-
though the environment may affect the approach we use, our goal is always
going to be the same--tc sit on the fense and make those calls that lead
to soukdiscovery. The frontier hypothesis, as far as I can tell, still
holds true to the extent that these people are more “unreligious than ir-
religious”...but only because they have not yet heard the good news that
they are the treasure for which Christ died on the cross.
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lFrontier was then defined as not less than two people and not more
than six per square mile. According to Alaska statistics, there is
less than one person per square mile, even today. But this population
is communal, due to the mountains, and most Tive in villaces, towns or
cities.

2Wi11iam Sweet, Religion in the Development of American Culture, p. 135.

31 am inciuding the school in Anchorage, not as a mission, but as a
significant step in the development of Faith Lutheran Church.

“For the complete story see Paul Ibisch's paper, The First Chapter in
Alaskan Lutheranism: Russian America.
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/Ibid., 1966,

81bid., 1967.

IThis came about as the concerned response of the area parents after
one of the congregation's teen-agers drowned in a stock dam.

10pavid Zietlow, letter to the GBHM, February 17, 1968.

Hpavid Zietlow, letter to Mr. Herbert Speckin, February 26, 196€.
1280RAM, August 1971.

13David Zietlow, letter to Lance Hartzell, May 5, 1975.

1410(:= cit.

B1he lighting and the lay-out of the basement didn't help much either.
16David Zietlow, letter to Ralph Baur, Jan,14y:1973.

Yhavid Zietlow, bulletin for Faith Ev, Lutheran, March 4, 1973.
8David Zietlow, letter to Kieth Kuschel, April 10, 1973.

19Report to the Nine Districts, May 1974,

ZONorbert Meier, letter to Ralph Baur, December 29, 1975.;mﬂg"'
Zlpavid Zietlow, Jetter to the GBHM, April 1975.

22Rep0rt to the Ten Districts, May 1978.
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| WISCONSIN lutheran SEMINARY

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

6717 W, Wartburg Circle Mequon, Wisconsin 53092
Thursday, March 11

Dear

| Greetings from the northern sector of the lower 48! We may not have the mountains and tundra
that you can boast of, but we certainly have had our share of snow here in Milwaukee this winter.

Pernit me to briefly introduce myself and the purpase of this letter. I'm Mark Wagner, a
senior at the Seminary in Mequan, and also a part-time vicar in the Milwaukee WELS Campus Ministry.
During the past several years I have had the opportunity to spend four summers in your state,
| {(as some of yau probably remember), and it didn't take me too long to fall in love with the "Land
| of the Midnight Sun." Since I do lay claim to being Annetté Hartzell's brother (her husband
Lance is the principle at Faith in Anchorage), you can most likely get my connection with your
territory. My first suamer was spent in Anchorage, and then the other three were spent out
? at a cannery in Naknek, on the peninsula. Needless to say, I miss the blooming fireweed, the
| Chugach Mountains, or Denali in the distance on a clear day. And I miss the salmon too, even
though we saw so many dead fish at the cannery that we tend to count fish instead of sheep in
our dreaams. :

The purpose of this letter and questionnaire is related to my scheoling at the Sem. One of
the requirements for our degree is to complete an original research paper for Church History.
The best option for that, is ofcourse, ta work in an area where you have had personal experience
or at least personal interest. Both Nate Radtke (last year's vicar at Kenai) and I have chosen
to do this on an aspect of Alaska mission work in the Wisconsin synod. And if I am going to
dig out the information needed, I have to have someone else—-like you--be my eyes and ears.

The questionnaire explains that I am going to try to write about the WELS Mission philesophy
that has been used in Alaska. This is especially interesting because it is a "frontier" field
for America and has grown rather rapidly. I want to know why. And the best way for me to
determine haw the hand of God has directed his work up there is to obtain the facts and feelings
of those who have been involved...and that's you!l

If any of you would like to see the end result of this endeavor, I do plan to send each of
your pastors a copy of the manuscript when it is finished. Oh, and for that very reason (since
this also goes on file in the Sen library), if there is anything you would rather not be
quoted as saying, please let me know.

Many thanks, my brothers and sisters in the faith! May the Lord bless you)and your faailies
with an ever increasing measure of his love.

In His Service,

M

Mark Wagner

mCH
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