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DR. ADOLF HOENECKE

It is a hundred years ago that this outstanding and
gifted theologian, pastor and teacher within our Wis-
consin Synod, was born. It is quite fitting that the
centennary of this widely known divine be called to
mind in our day. We

at Brandenburg, in Germany, from middle class par-
ents. He had fine preparatory at the
Brandenburg Gymnasium or Unlike his
brothers, who had chosen a military career, he studied
theology at Halle. Here he came under the influence
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Hoenecke for having
spoken to us the word
of the pure Gospel and
in
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thus our
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through this Word of
God a deep love for this
Gospel in all its truths
and purity. Great teach-
ers of the Word are a
precious gift of the great
King over the church,
Jesus Christ, to His
flock on earth. 1 Cor. 4:
16, Eph. 4:11. Bearing
this in mind will keep
us from idolizing the
gift but will serve to fill
our hearts with praise
for the Giver. Whatever
our Hoenecke was, he
was through the grace

creating

teacher and sympathetic
friend, Professor F. A.
G. Tholuck. Through
him the young student
was directed to study
the old Lutheran church
fathers, especially the
dogmatics such as Ger-
hard, Quenstedt, Calov,
Hollaz. Thus he became
thoroughly
with genuine Lutheran
doctrine and became im-
bued with its Biblical
truth. After some years
spent as private tutor in
Switzerland, he was sent
by the Prussian church
authorities through the
Berlin Missionary So-
ciety to Wisconsin. This
was in 1863. Young
Hoenecke was placed
in charge of a small
flock at Farmington, just
south of Watertown.
Our Wisconsin Synod
had been founded at
Milwaukee in 1849 un-
der the leadership of
Pastor  John  Muehl-
haecuser and formally
organized at Granville,
Wis,, in 1850. Its minis-

conversant

of God working in him,
that grace that had given to him his keen intellect, his
brilliant mind, and his ability to clearly present the
vital truths of salvation taken from God’s Word.
Modest and retiring in his nature, he would want no
other appreciation than that.

Adolf Hoenecke was born on February 25, 1835,

ters were at first emis-
saries sent by the Langenberg Missionary Society from
Germany. Later on the Berlin Society and the Bar-
men school sent over a number of preachers. These
and others from different missionary institutions had
been prepared by teachers that were either Reformed
or Lutheran, leaving the choice of denomination quite
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often to the candidates for the ministry. These men
‘were sent west to the states of Wisconsin and Min-
nesota to satisfy the urgent demand and need of the
German immigrants that settled in these states in ever
growing numbers. Moreover, they were mostly sent
over for and through the Eastern Lutheran synods,
such as the General Council and the New York
Ministerium. It is not surprising therefore, that in
these early times strictly Lutheran teaching and prac-
tise did not prevail in the young Synod of Wisconsin.
There was much danger from unionism. It was at
this critical period that Hoenecke entered our synod.

Feeling the need of training its own ministers, our
fathers founded a college at Watertown in 1863.
After a pastorate of three years, in 1866 Hoenecke was
called as professor at this school, where he was to
teach the coming generation of pastors. Here he re-
mained for four years. Largely due to Hoenecke’s
influence the Wisconsin Synod broke with their old
friends from Germany by its declaration of 1867. A
year later there was an understanding with the repre-
sentatives of the Missouri Synod, which brought on
the separation between Wisconsin and the Eastern
Lutheran Synods. In all these early struggles for
founding our synod upon the firm ground of true and
genuine Lutheranism according to the Bible and the
Lutheran confession as laid down in the Book of
Concord, Hoenecke’s voice carried great weight. His
deep learning and his genius for presenting the doc-
trines of the church in clear-cut phrase, his firmness
in standing upon the Biblical truth, made him easily
the theological leader in our synod.

The seminary department of our college at Water-
town was given up in 1870, when our theological stu-
dents were sent to St. Louis. Hoenecke accepted a
call to St. Matthew’s at Milwaukee in the same year.
But his great gifts as a teacher of young men for the
ministry and his profound knowledge of the Lutheran
church fathers, in whom he was so well versed, was
not to lie idle long. While retaining his pastorate at
St. Matthew’s in the work of the ministry that he
loved, he was called as director and professor of theol-
ogy at our newly founded seminary at Milwaukee in
1878. He filled the chair of dogmatics and homiletics
besides doing his pastoral work in his growing con-
gregation until 1890, when he reluctantly gave up his
parish to devote himself entirely to the work at the
seminary. In these labors he continued contentedly,
teaching, writing and always setting forth in his clear
style the Scriptural Truth of sin and grace. In 1903
he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity conferred
on him by the faculties of Concordia Seminary at St.
Louis and of Northwestern College at Watertown.
Death ended his labors on January 3, 1908, at Wauwa-
tosa, Wis., where our seminary then was.

In his busy life Dr. Hoenecke did a great deal of
writing. He was always in demand at conferences

and synod meetings where he read his essays on
theological subjects that were of importance and
interest at the time, or taking active part in the
lively discussions of these topics. For many years
he was an editor of the Gemeindeblatt where his ar-
ticles that he wrote proved his ability to present the
Gospel in such plain language that every layman could
understand. When the Theologische SQuartalschrift
was founded in 1903, he produced in this publication,
intended mainly for the clergy, many dissertations of
great interest and importance.

Many are the names of the men who were the
fathers of our synod during its formative period, but
of them all, three are outstanding in the minds and
hearts of our pastors as the ones who shaped their
convictions and the course of their lives. These three
were Dr. Hoenecke, Dr. Ernst, and Dr. Notz. All of
us of the older generation that sat under the instruc-
tion of these men will hold them in grateful remem-
brance. The love of learning we owe to Dr. Ernst,
but the passion for pure Lutheran doctrine and the
zeal to keep it in its purity was stamped upon our
souls by Dr. Hoenecke. It is here where the great-
ness of this fiery defender of the faith is most evident.
In the struggle during the days when our synod was
striving for a true foundation of Lutheran doctrine,
men like Dr. Hoenecke were under God the protago-
nists for the Truth, they were a rallying point and
towers of strength for the growing church in our
midst. Men like Dr. Hoenecke were not great organ-
izers. It was enough for them that the pulpits were
filled by men, trained by them, that could see the
Truth, state it clearly and defend it mahfully. How
well we, who have benefited directly from these teach-
ers, have justified these expectations must be left to
the judgment of God.

This older generation is passing away. There are
other times and new horizons. With the growth of
the Lutheran church in general and our synod in par-
ticular new dangers are threatening. We have be-
come accustomed to the boast of pure doctrine, but are
becoming more and more critical of the only means of
upholding that boast. As it is, we have no cause to
boast. As has been said, men like Hoenecke were gra-
cious gifts of the Lord to His church, gifts of pure
grace that we did nothing to deserve. As the need
arises, our Lord always raises a man for that need.
He supplies all our wants in this direction also. If
today too much stress is laid on the organization of
the church, on the founding of ever new societies
within the church, on the introduction and upkeep of
outward forms, instead of keeping on building with
the old time-tried and God-given tools of the means
of grace only, may we not hope that the Lord of His
chureh will again raise us up men whose warning
voice shall recall us to the old simplicity of doctrines
and: the purity of faith. Tt is only thus that the
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church of God may again be blessed with the fervent
love that our sainted fathers had for the Gospel of
Christ.

God’s gifts must be received by us with heartfelt
thanksgiving, if we are not to lose them or the bless-
ings conferred by them. Honoring our forefathers is
honoring ourselves, it reacts on us. As we honor
them we shall strive to follow them in the way. If
the memory of men like Dr. Hoenecke serves to re-
mind us of the blessings showered upon us through
them, so that we hold those blessings the more dearly,
to rejoice in them more keenly, to defend them more
staunchly, then we shall have the more reason to
thank God with all our heart. There can be no greater
blessings given to sinful man than the knowledge of
the way of salvation, and the clearness of vision that
sees error in its true light as Satan’s lie. Above all,
a true appreciation of the Bible as the inspired Word
of God, the constant and joyful use of this Word as
the very life of our souls, must be the aim of all those
who are called to feed the flock, as well as of the
sheep of His pasture. To have pointed this out to
us has been the really great merit of our spiritual
fathers, of whom we had so few. We shall then be,
by the grace of God, true spiritual children of these
fathers, when we are well nourished by this Word,
when we live joyously in this Word, and when we
fight courageously for this Word. Then, and only
then, may we confidently hope to achieve success in
the upbuilding of the church, and in the end win the
crown of glory, laid up for us and granted to us, as it
was for our fathers. Z.

THE ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH PSALM

Verses 28-31
Israel’s Sin in the Matter of Baal-peor

They joined themselves also unto Baal-peor, and
ate the sacrifices of the dead.

Thus they provoked him to anger with their inven-
tions; and the plague brake in upon them.

Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment;
and so the plague was stayed.

And that was counted unto him for righteousness
unto all generations for evermore.

Israel was now on the very border of the promised
land ; they were in the regions of Moab and the Mi-
dianites, where they had the land of Canaan in view,
and were just about ready to enter and take possession
of it. While lying encamped in the plains of Moab,
unsuspicious of the bad feelings of the Moabites and
Midianites toward them, an intercourse gradually and
seemingly in due course sprang up between the Is-
raclites and these two nations. The daughters of
Moab and Midian came to visit the women of Israel,
and thus fell under the notice of the men. The men
of Israel amused themselves and gratified their cu-

riosity by visiting the towns and villages of these two
foreign peoples. But this very intercourse was peril-
ous and became fatal to them. In fact, there was an
infernally planned device on the part of the Moabites
and Midianites to subdue the Israelites by way of
seducing them to idolatry and its concomitant obscene
rites, since they were unable to accomplish such sub-
jection by physical might and force.

You remember the story of Balaam (or more cor-
rectly Bileam) as related in Numbers 22-24, that mys-
terious man and famous soothsayer, who was sent
forth by Balak the king of Moab to curse the people
of Israel, yet who as he was overlooking from the
mountain their vast camp was constrained by the
Spitit of God to pronounce, contrary to his own will
and purpose, the benediction upon God’s people:
“Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he
that curseth thee. — Then shall come a Star our of
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall
smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the chil-
dren of Sheth. — Out of Jacob shall come he that
shall have dominion.”

This is the man who for political reasons and
especially for the sake of mammon by which he was
enslaved finally led the people of Israel to destruction
by seducing them to take part in the riotous and lust-
ful orgies of Baal-Peor the god of the Moabites. For
thus we read Numbers 31:16: “Behold, these (the
Moabites and Midianite women) caused the children
of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit
trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor.”

It is here the Psalmist sets in with the words
quoted above, “They joined themselves also unto
Baal-peor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.” The
Israclites joined or shared in the rites of the idolatrous
worship of Baal-peor, the idol of the Moabites, Baal
being the name of the idol, while Peor was the name
of a mountain in Moab, where the idol was wor-
shipped. It was a most shameful and degrading wor-
ship, at which orgies of obscene and licentious char-
acter were participated in. An account of such wor-
ship in which the children of Israel took part is given
Numbers 25:1-3: “And Israel abode in Shittim, and
the people began to commit whoredom with the
daughters of Moab. And they called the people unto
the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat,
and bowed down to their gods. And Israel joined
himself unto Bool-peor.”

What an aggravation of the sin committed by the
people of Israel, considering that they had the land
of Canaan in view, and were just ready to enter and
take possession of it! It was the highest degree of
ingratitude and falsehood on their part to their God
whom they had found so faithful to them. After He
had brought them safely through the wilderness —
after He had brought them to the very border of the
long-hoped for land, and all the promises were about
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to be fulfilled, they committed the sin of such an
abominable nature.

Severe and Exemplary Visitation
of Divine Displeasure

“Thus they provoked him to anger with their in-
ventions; and the plague brake in upon them.” So
many of the people, even of their princes, having been
guilty of the offence at Peor, that the sin became a
national one, God was wroth with the whole body of
Israel. A terrible plague brake out, the Lord calling
on Moses, “Take all the heads of the people, and hang
them up before the Lord against the sun, that the
fierce anger of the Lord may be turned away from
Israel.”” Numbers 25:4. “The heads of the people”
who were ordered to be put to death, were men of rank
and authority who had lent the sanction of their ex-
ample to the sin committed by the people. The direc-
tion “to hang them up against the sun” does not mean
that they were put to death by hanging, but that after
they had been slain by this sword, their bodies should
be exposed to public view until sun-down as a warn-
ing to all the people. This awful task being accom-
plished, Moses gave the word that the different judges
dispersed among the tribes, should execute the Lord’s
judgment upon all the offenders within their jurisdic-
tion ; and there fell on that day, under the sword of
justice, no fewer than twenty-four thousand men.
St. Paul, with reference to this in 1 Cor. 10, mentions
twenty-three thousand, but these fell in the plague
proper, not including those who were slain by the
judges of Israel among the tribes and exposed to pub-
lic view as an example of warning, who, however, are
included in the figures given in Numbers 25:9.

Our Psalm makes special mention of a summary
judgment inflicted upon a principal offender. “Then
stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so
the plague was stayed.”

Phinehas was the son of Eleazer and grandson of

Aaron, he himself being an heir-apparent to the high-
priesthood. And while the people wede mourning
before the tabernacle because of the disaster the
plague had brought upon them, an high-handed
offence, committed by one of the chiefs of Israel, in
conducting publicly to his tent one of the leading
Midianitish women, by whom all this mischief had
been caused, so kindled the zealous wrath and in-
dignation of Phinehas, that he followed them in their
tent and executed summary judgment upon both.
For this brave and daring act he was commended.
We are told here, “And that was counted unto him
for righteous zeal for God and against all wickedness,
Phinehas was regarded as a righteous man — a man
fearing God, and an everlasting priesthood was prom-
ised to him and his descendants. Of such blessed
consequence was this his act of righteous vengance
that the plague was stayed and Israel’s sin was atoned
in turning away the wrath of God from the people.

Exhortative Warnings to Christians

What we are told in the words of our Psalm con-
cerning lIsrael’s sin in the matters of Baal-peor, St.
Paul extends to all Christians as a solemn warning.
1 Cor. 10:8 he says: “Neither let us commit fornica-
tion, as some of them committed, and fell in one day
three and twenty thousand.”

Shall we not heed the lesson which is given us in
the example of sin and its punishment written for
our warning? Or shall we hearken to the flatteries
of the devil and the flesh, and conclude in our proud
conceit of ourselves that for us no such warning is
needed and that we are in no danger? Brethren, be
not high-minded, but fear. Dangers to such gross
sins into which Israel had fallen are lurking all around
us. Immoral movies, obscene pictures advertising
such, the dance of today, many society games, Holly-
wood radio broadcasts, so-called true story magazines,
ete. — all of these are suggestive of the sins of un-
chastity and lewdness. Many a man and woman
would not have fallen into these gross abominations if
they had kept away from such places and occasions
where people are particularly tempted to such sins.
There is but one way of avoiding the ways of sin for
Christians, and that is walking in the fear of God
through an evil world, cleansed with the blood of
Christ through faith, always mindful of the fact that
those indulging in these sins defile the temple of God,
and “without holiness no man shall see the Lord.”

Heb. 12:14. 7. ]

NUGGETS

The man who fears God is not afraid.

Daily prayers lessen daily cares.

Opinion never takes the places of faith.

Sorrow is a blackboard upon which God writes His
promises.
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The Downfall of the Churches Reinhold Niebuhr,
professor of social
ethics in Union theological seminary, New York,
writing in the Christian Century, calmly describes
the sad case of the sectarian churches in their
departure the preaching of the Gospel to
serve other gods. Most of the sects have turned their
backs on this preaching and on definite statements of
creed and hence are forced to proclaim whatever will
attract the multitude with the proverbial itching ears.
He mentions the difficulties of many of the sectarian
churches, among them the Methodists.

To quote: “The Methodist church has been able
to escape the rigors of this theological controversy
because it has continued to remain essentially un-
theological. The Methodist church does not, how-
ever, escape the general processes of disintegration.
When the old evangelical piety is dissipated and there
are not powerful theological and liturgical forces to
preserve the Christian faith and feeling the tendency
is to sink into vulgarity or into pure moralism. In
all sectarian churches there are today types of vulgar-
ized Christianity in which both sermon and service
seek to intrigue the interest of the religiously indif-
ferent masses by vaudeville appeals of various sorts.
This represents the worst form of disintegration. The
best form is to be found in the championship of va-
rious moral and social causes.”

from

Stripped of the high-flown verbiage, the author
means to say that the sectarian churches are going to
pieces because they have no fixed standards of doc-
trine or belief. Such fixed doctrines are abhorred by
them because they have left the firm foundation of the
Scriptures. It is no more with them: “Thus sayeth
the Lord,” but, “Thus sayeth the intelligence and the
inborn morality of man.” On that foundation of sand
no church can be built that will stand the storms and
stress of time. They must disintegrate, which means,
they must fall to pieces. No makeshifts can save them
from that. Is there not a lesson and a warning for us

here? Iet us heed it. Z.

Shall the Lutherans and
the Episcopalians Unite?

The Living Church a reli-
gious journal of the Epis-
copalians  published in
Milwaukee, reports that a conference is proposed be-
tween representatives of the Episcopalians and a com-
mittee of the Lutheran Augustana Synod. The Epis-

- from this distance.

copalians have a standing Joint Commission of Gen-
eral Convention for conference with the Methodist,
Presbyterian, and Lutheran Churches. The assign-
ment of this commission is to confer with representa-
tives of these religious bodies on “Christian morality
in relation to organic unity” and “upon lines of ap-
proach to unity other than specifically moral.” Bishop
Wilson of Eau Claire, on behalf of this commission,
extended an invitation for conference to Dr. G. A.
Brandelle, president of the Augustana Synod, propos-
ing a new method of handling the matter. He pro-
poses to appoint four or five spokesmen on his side to
meet a like number appointed by Dr. Brandelle at
some central point like Chicago. The four points of
the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral are to be dis-
cussed. These four points concern the Holy Scrip-
ture, the Historic Creeds, the Historic Episcopate,
the Sacraments, and all this within two days, with an
interval of a month or two between these two days.

Dr. Brandelle’s answer was not yet in at this writ-
The editor of the Living Church seemed quite
sanguine on the results of such a meeting, believing
that there were no great differences in doctrine, the
only difficult point being the historic episcopacy. But
even on this he was hopeful of getting together with
the Augustana Synod, as the Swedish Lutherans have
had bishops in the old country. Of course, there was
no hint that the Episcopalians would make any con-
cessions on matters of faith and practice. The Lu-
therans, no doubt, are expected to come all the way.

ing.

Will the Augustana Synod accept this invitation
to step into the Anglican Church parlor? We cannot
conceive of it, nor can we see what good it would do
either party. The doctrinal differences, in spite of the
lighthearted editor of the Living Church, are so great
and far-reaching that they seem almost insuperable
The great danger, of course, is
that any union between these two church bodies would
be at the cost of the revealed truth in Scripture. The
lion would lie down with the lamb inside of him.
Can the Lutheran Synod of Augustana afford that and
remain Lutheran? We doubt it. It all goes to show
to what lengths the sectarian churches are willing to
go to increase their numbers and their prestige.

Z.

Some time in the near
future the Lutheran
church will be obliged to speak out on the many ques-
tions of present day religious trends and the new fads
within the churches arising every day. The Lutheran
church.can do that only on the basis of the Word of
God as revealed in Scripture. It has already spoken
out clearly in its confessions, but it must again be
shown how these confessions rest upon the sound
foundation of the Bible and how these confessions are

Where Two Roads Meet





































