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“The Lord our God be with us, as/lle was ze//f/z our fathers; lerHim not leave us, nor forsake us.’
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH PSALM
Verses 27-36
The Plagues in Egypt

They shewed his signs among them; and wonders
in the land of Ham.

He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they re-
belled not against his word.

He turned their waters into blood, and slew their
fish. :
Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in
the chambers of their kings.

He spoke, and there came divers sorts of flies, and
lice in all their coasts.

He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their
land.

He smote their vines also and their fig trees; and
broke the trees of their coasts.

He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillars,
and that without number, and did eat up all the herbs
in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground.

He smote also the firstborn in their land, the chief
of all their strength.

Moses and Aaron were sent of God to Pharaoh to
demand the departure of Israel from Egypt. “Thus
saith the Lord of Israel,” was their request, “Let my
people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the
wilderness.” Exodus 5:1. The request was so rea-
sonable that to refuse it would show the real spirit
of Pharaoh. And refuse he did, for he said, “Who is
the Lord that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?
I know not the Lord, neither will T let Israel go.”
(5:2.) This was a direct challenge to God’s right to
command him, boldly declaring that the Lord God of
Israel was unknown to him. Pharaoh looked upon
the matter as one who believed that he had gods of
his own, as the Hebrews had theirs, and who would
acknowledge none but his own, therefore defying the
Lord God of Israel.

God accepted the challenge of Pharaoh. To vin-
dicate His right to command He presented evidence
of such magnitude as to force Pharaoh to complete
submission. Then the Lord said unto Moses, “Now
shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh.” Ex. 6:1.
The issue was one without a parallel in history; it was
the issue between Jehovah, the one and only God, and

the false gods to whom Pharaoh bowed; and the ob-
ject to be accomplished was not only the deliverance
of the Israelites, but the destruction of the power of
Pharaoh’s obduracy, as well as that of Egyptian
idolatry. In terms which admit of no counter chal-
lenge on the part of Pharaoh God speaks to him, “In
very deed for this cause have I raised thee up — made
thee to stand — for to shew my power, and that my
name shall be declared throughout the earth.” Exodus
9:16. The matter concerned is to signalize this one
thing, that God’s name, that is, His incontestable
power, and inflexible justice, might be declared
through all the earth, not only to all places, but
through all ages, while the earth remains. It is a
standing monument, in all history, of the power of
God to humble and bring down the most obdurate and
proudest of His enemies.

With this in mind, we shall understand the more
truthfully the purpose of the plagues God sent upon
Egypt. They were miracles of judgment. These
miracles Moses and Aaron were commissioned to
execute. We are told, in our Psalm, of these two men,
“They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in
the land of Ham. — And they rebelled not against his
word,” literally his words. The idea of the latter
clause is that they Moses and Aaron — were obe-
dient to the command of God. Hard as their task
was, to appear before a mighty and proud monarch
with the commission to declare against him the judg-
ment of God, and to be the agents of bringing about
upon the land of Egypt unspeakable plagues, yet they
did not shrink from what God commanded them to do.
They were true to His commission, and proved them-
selves faithful messengers of God.

The Plagues

\With the exception of the fifth and sixth all of the
ten plagues related in Exodus, chapter 6-9, are men-
tioned in our Psalm, beginning with the ninth — the
plague of darkness.

“He sent darkness, and made it dark.” Exodus
10:21-23, we read, “And the Lord said unto Moses,
Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may
be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness
which may be felt. And Moses stretched forth his
hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness




18 The Northwestern Lutheran

in all the land of Egypt three days: They saw not one
another, nor rose any from his place for three days:
but all the children of Israel had light in their dwell-
ings.”

The Egyptian darkness spoken of here has become
proverbial. Since the days of Creation there are prob-
ably only two which surpass it in magnitude and
significance — the darkness which covered the deep
at the time of creation, and the darkness which en-
shrouded the earth at the death of Christ on Calvary.
It was indeed a visitation of terror to Pharaoh and all
his people. For the space of three days thick darkness
came over one of the sunniest lands of the world. So
dense was that darkness that people “saw not one
another, neither rose any one from his place for three
days”; nor would any kind of artificial light radiate
the least light. Imagine if you can the situation.
Shadows of men stumbling along the way, running
against each other, groping in vain to find their doors,
coming full breast against monuments, and falling
over steps or into ravines and ditches — all business
and traffic and communication blockaded for three
days throughout the length and breadth of the land,
with not a single vehicle, not a food or bread cart
moving! It was nothing less than a premonition of
final judgment and its accompanying terrors. Con-
sidering, too, that the sun was among the chief deities
of Egypt, and that thus any obscuration of the sky in
the day time was of most unusual occurrence spread-
ing consternation, the consternation with which the
people were seized at this visitation may easily be con-
ceived. Meanwhile, in the distance, lies the favored
land of Goshen under a flood of light, contrasting well
with the Egyptian darkness.

Small wonder this visitation compelled Pharaoh
to send for Moses and Aaron, telling them that he will
now permit the Israelites to go out of Egypt, under
the condition, however, that the flocks be left behind,
thinking he must still have some pledge for the return
of the Israelites, by the retention of their property.
But such a compromise Moses flatly refused, saying,
“Qur cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an
hoof be left behind ; for thereof must we take to serve
the Lord our God.” This blunt refusal of Moses
roused the indignation of Pharaoh to the uttermost.
“Get thee from me,” he said, “take heed to thyself;
see my face no more, for in that day thou seest my
face thou shalt die.” Moses accordingly left the pres-
ence with the ominous words, “Thou hast spoken well;
T will see thy face again no more.”

Without dwelling, for lack of space, on the other
plagues mentioned in verses 29-36 of our Psalm we
pass on to the last and most awful of all — the death
of the firstborn in Egypt.

“He smote also all the firstborn in their land, the
chief of all their strength.” Pharaoh was fully warned
of the terrible stroke that was about to fall; “Thus

saith the Lord, about midnight will I go out into the
midst of Egypt; and all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that
sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the
maid-servant that is behind the mill; and all the first-
born of beasts. And there shall be a great cry through-
out all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like
it, nor shall be like it any more.” Ex. 11:4-6.

What a night to be remembered by the Egyptians!
In that night the crowning stroke of all was made; all
the firstborn, from the man in vigor of manhood, even
the young prince on the Egyptian throne, to the infant
that had just been born, died in that one hour of night.
The stay, the comfort, the delight of every family,
was annihilated by one stroke. It was a stroke which
compelled Pharaoh to let the oppressed people of Is-
rael go free; nay, to urge and command their imme-
diate departure.

Such were the judgments of God upon Pharaoh
and his people proving His power to subjugate the
most hardened of sinners and the most obstinate of
his enemies. Let no man resist God. To resist God
is to challenge His omnipotent power which is able
to destroy His most atrocious enemies. I. T

CAST NOT AWAY YOUR CONFIDENCE!
Hebrews 10: 35

Cast not away your confidence,
Ye saints of God, the Lord,

For He your trust will recompense
With wonderful reward!

What though the heavens seem as brass?
Prayer penetrates the gates!

Your godless foes are fading grass
That for the sickle waits.

Though days are dark — bow to His will.
Toil on with prayer and song.

His strength perfects your weakness still.
Quit you like men! Be strong!

His never-failing Word declares:

“The just shall live by faith.”

O draw not back! Your ardent prayers
Are His blest Spirit’s breath.

In patient love each hour await
The coming of your Lord,

And should the promise tarry late,
Unchanging is His Word.

His Church abides. Hell cannot move
The Rock on which she stands.

What needs He more His love to prove
Than nail-prints in His hands?

@ast not away you confidence!
Trust when you cannot see!
How blest will be your recompense

Through all eternity! Anna Hoppe.
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THE STORY OF THE CHURCH

Since 323 when Constantine the Great gained full
control of the empire, the Christian Church had little
to suffer from its many outside foes. The emperor
now was a Christian and he ruled the Roman realm
with friendliness to the Church, which now had full
freedom for the preaching of the Gospel and grew
with leaps and bounds in number and power. His
sons closed the heathen temples, forbade all sacri-
fices to the idols under pain of death. Heathenism
was shoved out of the cities step by step, until the
heathen gods were worshipped only in the back-
country. Hence these simple heathens were called
pagans. Only one of the later rulers, Julianus, tried
to bring back the worship of the gods, but he failed,
and all the rulers after him did all in their power to
shelter and favor the Church.

These were the days of great outward glory and
wealth for the Kingdom of God; as the Church is not
built up by outward wealth, power or numbers, these
good days did nothing to really strengthen the cause
of Christ. When it became a matter of worldly wis-
dom to belong to the ‘Church in order to reach the
goal of high place and honor in the state, honesty of
belief in the teachings of Christ became rarer. Un-
believing men soon learned that a show of Christianity
was all that was needed for their selfish ends and pur-
poses. As the Church was freed from the danger
of false worship by those from without, it had
to guard against false believers from within. The
teaching of the pure Word now became the next and
most pressing need of Christian men. To safeguard
this was the labor of the clearest-minded and most
farsighted teachers of the Church. For where this is
not done the Church may outwardly become great and
rich, but be very poor indead at heart.

One danger that soon showed itself, but which was
not properly withstood from the beginning, was the
growing power of the high leaders of the Church.
The bishops at first were chosen by the lower clergy
and the people. But soon the emperors had their say
in the choice of the bishops in the larger and more
important cities. Step by step these bishops of the
big towns gained a place of great power over the
lower clergy and the bishops of smaller towns. They
became metropolitans, so-called. Then in the fourth
century there arose a yet higher church ruler, who
claimed the right of overseeing all the other bishops,
even the metropolitans. These were called the patri-

archs. Such were the bishops of Rome, Antioch,
Alexandria, and later those of Jerusalem and Con-
stantinople. Among these the patriarchs of Rome
based their claim of this high regard in the Church
on the unproved story that the apostle Peter had been
the first bishop of Rome. The see or bishopric of
Rome called itself the seat of Peter. It was claimed
that our Lord had made St. Peter the foremost ruler
of all the apostles. This claim was buttressed by the
words of Christ found in Matthew 16:16-18: Thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church,
meaning, as they said in their mistaken belief, that
Peter was that rock, upon which the Lord built His
Church. Other words of ‘Christ were also quoted in
support of this false claim, such as John 21:15.

Soon this false claim by the bishop of Rome was
received with much respect by all Christendom. The
metropolitan bishop and patriarch of Constantinople
was the only one who for a time stood manfully
against this pride. But in the west, in most of
Europe, the power of the Roman bishop grew apace,
so that he in time took the title of pope or father of
the whole Church. This name of pope was used by
these bishops since the sixth century. Now, there
has no greater harm been done to the kingdom of God
by any one of its foes than by this prideful ruler in
the house of God, the pope. This we shall learn later
on. That his stubborn and proud claim of overlord-
ship over the whole church was not withstood by the
whole Church and all its members was the unforget-
table mistake and great sin in disregarding the many
earnest warnings against the coming of this Anti-
christ. As a chastisement for this sin from an out-
raged King of His Church came untold woes upon it.

This slow rise to power of the Roman pope is the
more remarkable, since the Church had at this time
some very great and learned teachers indeed. In the
East there were of the new-Alexandrian school such
men as Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, who has
been called the father of right teaching, because he
stood firmly against the false teacher Arius who as-
sailed the divinity of Christ. Of this same school
were Gregory of Nazianz, Cyrillus of Alexandria, and
Eusebius, the father of church history. Of the school
of Antioch the greatest was John, called Chrysosto-
mus, which latter name means the golden-mouthed.
In the West there were such great and learned men
as Ambrose, Jerome, the most learned churchman of
his time. He died 420. Then there was Aurelius
Augustinus, better known as St. Augustine, whose
pious mother Monica had given him to the Lord in
his tender youth and wrestled with God in prayer un-
til she had reclaimed him from his worldly ways. He
became the foremost of the western church-leaders,
being very keen of mind, ready of speech and also a
ready writer. His books were highly regarded and
much studied by Luther.
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As it is the Lord of His Church that gives of His
own free will to His flock the teachers they need,
Eph. 4, 11-12, these great teachers were given to it
at a time when most needed. Many false teachers
and false Christs had arisen. For one thing there was
There was a certain St. Anthony who,
much moved by the story of the rich young ruler,
Matt. 19:16-22, gave all his riches to the poor, went
away into the lonely places of the wilderness, to serve
God in prayer and much fasting. He soon drew after
him many who believed him to be a very good and
pious man, and who wished to follow in his steps in
serving God as he did. This was in upper Egypt,
which long remained the nursery of this false worship
of God. The monks formed bands of brotherhood,
dwelt in their own houses or cloisters, had as their
head an abbot, or father. They called it the life of
angels, Matt. 22:30, as they cut themselves off from
other men and also did not marry. Spiritual pride,
laziness, trying to get away from the duties of life,
brought many into these monkhoods. From the East
this monkish way of serving God made its slow way
to the West, where, in what is now France, monkery
was soon in flower.

monkery.

These wrong teachirigs in the Church can be traced
directly to the setting aside and forgetting the way
of life as taught by Christ in His Gospel. Christ did
not teach that the rich young ruler would go to heaven
by way of giving all his riches to the poor. It was
but to try his love for Him that Christ made use of
this test. Nor was it the will of Christ that any one
was to be the ruler of the Church beside Himself. He
said: But be ye not called Rabbi: for one is your
Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren, Matt. 23:
8-11. The King over His Church is Christ alone, and
He rules His flock through the Gospel alone. But
where one man sets himself up as the lord over all
the Christians, he must put aside the Gospel, he can-
not rule by the Gospel, for this Gospel sets us all free.

It was this that the newly arisen pope at Rome would
not and could not teach, and it was this that brought
gathering darkness and untold misery of bondage
upon the Church.

Had the watchmen in Israel kept their eyes open
to this danger, had they warned in time, had they
withstood the very first stirrings of this falsehood,
much that the Church had to suffer in later years
could have been spared the kingdom of God. Many
other errors arose during these first vears of the olden
time, but none of them were of greater weight than
this. The old Church does not seem to have raised
its voice clearly and loudly against monkery, either.
Stepping out from the brotherhood of the Church to
build a brotherhood within it, that was to be a holier
and better flock than the Church as whole, was not
felt as a threat to the Church’s very life. Outstanding
leaders of the Church believed that this way of life
for the worship of God was all very well and might
be encouraged. We do not find that these teachers
raised their voice against it. And so this sore fas-
tened itself upon the body of the Church and festered
there. Z;

Psalm Ninety and 1935 As these lines are written

it is the first of the year.
When these words meet the eyes of our readers, one
half of the first month in the new year shall have
elapsed. So we are a trifle late with our simple re-

flections. But is it ever too late in the calendar of
our Lord to meditate on the flight of our time? His
time, our Lord’s, flies not at all, for are not a thousand
years in His sight but as yesterday when it is past,
and as a watch in the night? Our poor measuring
rod of days and years are of no value in the Lord’s
time. All these days and years are but for us to
measure the time of grace allotted to us.

And it is here that we are reminded of the Nine-
teenth Psalm. We are brought face to face with the
swift race of our time. Moses, the man of God, sets
that forth in the most striking and beautiful imagery
taken from the scenes of our daily life. The flight of
time is a trite remark, but what we so seldom remem-
ber, and often do not wish to remember, is that this
swift flight ends in death. It is from the everlasting
and almighty Lord God that this death is decreed.
Death, however, connotes sin, for without sin there
is no death. Even the Christ, the sinless Son of God,
suffers death because of the sin of the world. Our




The Northwestern Lutheran 21

iniquities, our secret sins are set in the light of God’s
countenance, hence we die. That is why all our days
are passed away in His wrath, that is why our three-
score years and ten or fourscore years are passed in
labor and sorrow. So let us apply our hearts unto
wisdom, and not merely mourn the shortness of our
life and the fleetness of its passage, but learn that the
cause of it all is our sin.

Then, too, we shall humbly join in the prayer of
Moses for mercy and forgiveness from the throne of
all grace. Are our days passed swiftly, is the old
year dead? Yet has not the mercy of the Lord passed,
nor is His grace that covers a multitude of sins dead.
As we of His fulness have received grace for grace,
John 1:16, so shall His grace be new every morning.
The new year shall be a time of grace extended to
all. May we but profit by it that we may rejoice and
be glad all our days. Z.

* * * *

Getting Souls The following published appeal
Out Of Purgatory of a Catholic priest to his pari-

shioners gives an insight into
the methods employed by the Roman Church to keep
alive the purgatory bugaboo not often afforded the
general public:

“May we earnestly exhort as many as possible to
receive the penance and the holy
eucharist and offer their prayer and good works to a
merciful God for the relief of the souls in purgatory.
As you believe that purgatory is a place or condition
of temporal punishment for those who, departing this
life in God’s grace, are not entirely free from lesser
sins, or have not fully paid the satisfaction due to their
transgressions, it is proper that we should assist them.
Christ Himself proclaimed that the sinner must pay
the penalty of wrongdoing. He said of sinners: ‘Un-
less you shall do penance, you shall all likewise
perish’ (St. Luke 13:3). We also read in the
second book of the Maccabees, Chapter 12, verse 40,
‘that it is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for
the dead that they may be loosed from their sins.
We also know that nothing defiled can enter into the
Kingdom of heaven. \Ve also must admit that few
of us do sufficient penance here for our many infrac-
tions of God’s Holy Law, and that the eternal justice
of God demands that penance must be done, and He
in His mercy will accept our good works and acts of
penance in behalf of those who have departed this
life with their debts to God’s justice unpaid. So in
your Christian charity remember the souls of your
departed every day but in a special manner on All
Souls Day, the day set apart by the church to call to
your minds in a special way the memory of your de-
parted relatives and friends.”

sacrament of

Who of us, reading the above, does not feel con-
strained to thank God from the bottom of his heart

that he has been released from this yoke of bondage
and knows the sweet liberty wherewith Christ hath
made him free? There i1s no purgatory. The one
quotation in the above is from the apocryphal book of
Maccabees, which is not a part of the inspired Bible.
The other quotation from the Bible, Luke 13:3, is
misquoted. It does not say there, “Unless ye do pen-
ance,” but, “Unless ye REPENT, ye shall all like-
wise perish.” Those are two altogether different
things. The Savior calls for repentance, a change of
mind, not for works of penance humanly imposed.
Scripture knows only two states after death: heaven
or hell, as the parable of the rich man and Lazarus
clearly shows. Further, Scripture says, “It is ap-
pointed unto men once to die, but after this the judg-
ment.”

Neither do we have to make reparation for our
infractions of God’s Law. Jesus our Savior has done
that. On Him God laid the iniquity of us all. His
blood cleanseth us from all sins. We do not have to
feel sorry for our loved ones who have died in the
Lord. They are not being tormented in the fires of
an imaginary purgatory. We can stand at their
graves, knowing that they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
They don’t need our assistance, even if we could give
it to them. Christ with His all-sufficient atonement
has given them all the assistance they will ever need.

I.P. F
* * * *

Looking Forward All life is much more complicated

today than it was in the days of
our forefathers. It is so in purely human affairs, and
it holds true of church affairs. As time goes on, the
old Serpent seems to become more subtle and his
schemes for the overthrow of Christ’s kingdom more
crafty. It is true his designs are fairly clumsy at
times and easily discernible. But more and more his
assumed mask of love for God and mankind is worn.
This new appeal of his to the self-interest of men, his
brilliant promises of a new heaven and a new earth
to be created from all the present misery through the
word of the social gospel uttered by the supreme and
all-powerful mind of man, these new Christs shall
mislead many.

If we of the Lutheran church are to escape the
wrath that is to come, it will be only by the long-
suffering grace of God and through the right use of
the weapon of the Word. We are assured of the
grace and loving-kindness of our Lord. He has so
said, and He always keeps His word, for He is a God
of truth and faith. It is for us to be faithful in the
use of the means of grace that He has so liberally
placed in our hands. It is there where our safety
lies. And it is also there where our danger threatens.

More and more within our true Lutheran circles
the belief is gaining ground that the preaching of the





































