The Northwestern Lutheran

The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57.
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THE WONDERFUL BOOK

How blest to brood in holy meditation

O’er Thy eternal Word, O Thou Most High,
Enraptured by Thy Spirit’s revelation

Of things invisible to mortal eye!

Away from all earth’s clamor and confusion,

Shut in with Christ, how sweet this trysting place!
How privileged the secret, calm seclusion

Within the veil, where I may seek His face!

My soul can soar to glorious heights Elysian,
And enter in the Holiest of all,

Delighting in the beauty of Thy vision,

And in the stillness hear the Spirit's call.

Beside still waters I can stroll beside Thee,

Midst fragrant fields and blooming gardens fair;
Thou Fairest One, with Thy dear Hand to guide me,
‘What earthly joys can with such bliss compare?

More sweet than honey are Thy words, my Savior,
More precious far than gems of purest gold!

The lowliest can know Thy royal favor,
Sin-burdened hearts can taste Thy love untold.

How blest to hearken in the hallowed stillness
To the soft rustle of angelic wings,

Forgetting burdens, griefs, and pain and illness,
Enthralled by sweet, celestial carolings!

Speak on, Belov'd, and grant me grace to listen,
As heavenward my pilgrim-way I plod.

By faith I see the jeweled portals glisten,
Some day I'll reach the City of my God!

Anna Hoppe.

THE FORTY-FIRST PSALM

“Blessed is he that considereth the poor”
(Concluded)

The Attitude of the Lutheran Church Toward
Modern Methods of Charity

However true it is that public and private charity
as practised in our commonwealth has its legitimate
place, it is also true, that Christian charity has a
place of its own. Though the province of its work is
similar to that of secular charity, insofar as the objects
of charity it deals with, namely, the unfortunates who
are in need of aid and relief, are the same, Christian
charity works from a different motive, in a different
spirit, and with a different aim and purpose in view.

As has already been shown in a former article there
is a vast difference between secular charity and Chris-
tian charity. Secular, or as it is now generally called,
modern charity, whether it is practised in State chari-

table institutions or by charitable associations such as
Community Fund, is merely humanitarian. It is dis-
tinctly social. While it seeks the alleviation of hu-
man woe, its aim is the improvement of social condi-
tions and the welfare of the community at large. Itis
practised for the relief of those whose plight has ar-
rested public attention with a view of bringing them
to a normal standard of living.

This principle is carried out even to the extent that
provision is made for them in whose income there is
necessarily a permanent deficiency, and for those who,
by assistance for a limited period, can be brought from
dependance to normal self-support. To this end such
charitable measures are adopted, as may be found
appropriate and necessary for such families and indi-
viduals whose income and expenditure do not conform
to a normal standard of living. And thus the gen-
eral acceptance of the obligation in the last extremity
to give relief to the poor, to make provision for
orphan children, to care for the sick and disabled, and
to support life in general, is, in effect, the primitive
form in which the principle of the standard of living
is accepted.

An approach to the adoption of such a principle
has been made from various directions. The Com-
munity Fund is one such direction. Looking over the

_list of agencies listed in its budget we find such agen-

cies as these: Big Brothers and Big Sisters, Boy
Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of America, Curative
Workshop, Goodwill Industries, Juvenile Protective
Association, Legal Aid Society, Traveler’s Aid Society,
Urban League, Veteran’s Service Exchange, Wiscon-
sin Conference of Social Work, Wisconsin Humane
Society, Wisconsin University Settlement Association,
Y. W. C. A. All of these agencies which are sup-
ported by the Community Fund are devoted to the
social uplift of certain groups of people, and for the
improvement of the community. Not only the care
of the dependent poor, of orphans, of the sick and
disabled, but the solution of social problems, the pro-
tection of youth, of travelers, the promotion of civic
work, correctional and reformatory work, and even
certain aspects of ordinary police duty — are the ob-
jects of its charitable endeavors.

A survey of some of these agencies quoted from
the Milwaukee County Community Fund Green Book,
12th Annual :‘Compaign 1927, will verify these state-
ments.
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“Big Brothers and Big Sisters guide and protect boys and
girls between the ages of 10 and 21 years. This agency in-
vestigates boys and girls for the District Court and assumes
probation of Juvenile adult offenders. It provides summer
outing of two weeks in the country for undernourished children
of indigent parents and handles in excess of 350 families an-
nually.”

“Boy Scouts Council is a non-military, non-sectarian or-
ganization for boys to promote the ability of boys to do
things for themselves and others.”

“Girl Scouts of Milwaukee County give girls the oppor-
tunity for all around life outdoors and indoors, at home and
in the community. Aim to prevent social problems.”

“The Urban League promotes improvement of industrial,
economic and social conditions among negroes in cities.”

“The Traveler’s Aid Society protects and aids travelers,
especially women, in emergencies and temptations of travel, or
upon arrival at destination.”

“Wisconsin Conference of Social Work carries on public
educational work and develops co-operation among agencies,
public and private, throughout the State.”

“Legal Aid Society gives free legal advice and services to
persons with meritorious claims, but are unable to employ
counsel.”

“Wisconsin Humane Society promotes humane sentiments
and principles; and secures and helps to enforce laws for the
prevention of cruelty to animals.”

“Wisconsin University Settlement Association maintains
Settlement and Neighborhood House; conducts neighborhood
or civic work through men’s and women’s clubs and classes.”

“Young Women’s Christian Association maintains two
boarding houses, club activities, physical education and em-
ployment and rooms of registry departments and the Interna-
tional Institute. Aims to provide wholesome recreation,
healthy friendship, clean interests and to foster the highest
ideals of living.”

“Family Welfare Association gives prompt and adequate
relief and constructive care for needy families. Develops nor-
mal family life and maintains the family as a unit of social
existence. Maintains visiting Housekeeping Department which
continually teaches mothers to buy economically and to cook
and sew, and also to manage their household expenditures so
that extravagance may be overcome, and health maintained.”

“Milwaukee Goodwill Industries helps to help themselves
by giving employment to the blind, crippled and aged in reno-
vating and salvaging cast-off articles given it. Not Charity
but a Chance,” is its slogan. It maintains Goodwill stores for
purchase of re-conditioned articles by people of limited means.”

That all of these agencies are but social service
activities must indisputably be admitted; and the fact
that the Community Fund has listed them in its
budget, and assumes the responsibility of financing
them, plainly shows that its work mainly consists in
social service. While it may be true, that the Com-
munity Fund is also engaged in eleemosynary charity,
in giving aid to orphans, dependent poor, etc., yet
even this charity practised by it has the social service
character. It is significant that the Community Fund
exercises such charity only through existing public or
private agencies. We find no record to the effect that
aid and support are given to individuals who are in
dire need and who ask for help. Any individual in
destitute condition applying to the Community Fund
for relief would be found at a loss of obtaining such

relief. Hence, the whole scope of its work must neces-
sarily bear the stamp of social service, and not charity
in its true sense.

It follows, then, that contributions made for the
work done by the Community Fund can in no wise be
considered as offerings for true charity. Moneys con-
tributed to fill the Community Chests are but financial
measures for carrying on social service work and
community welfare; which, by the way, is perfectly
agreeable to the high pressure methods used in rais-
ing the necessary funds.

Aim and Purpose of Charity
Practised by the Christian Church

Far different from the aim and purpose of so-
called modern charity is that of charity practised by
the Christian Church, and the Lutheran Church in
particular. Our church does not look upon charity
as a social service. It does not see its calling in
the social uplift and welfare of the community.

Modernists indeed would have it so. They con-
sider this to be the chief activity of the church. They
see its calling in the molding of human society, in
wiping out vice, in the alleviation of common misery
among men, in the improvement of earthly conditions,
in building and supporting eleemosynary institutions
for the poor, the helpless and needy, for orphans, im-
beciles, the aged, etc. They see in the church a social
welfare institution, or at best, an institution for the
moral uplift of the masses.

But no, the Christian Church has a higher calling.
Tts chief business is to preach the Gospel of Jesus
Christ for the salvation of sinners. “Go ye into all
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,”
is the Lord’s commission to the Church. Hence also
its charity is worship and service of Christ. Its appeal
is not merely to human sympathy but to the love of
Christ. While we minister material help to the poor,
the helpless and afflicted, we shall never be content
with binding up their wounds or pouring on oil and
wine or rendering them such lesser service. We shall
indeed do such things for them. But the main busi-
ness of our lives will be to bring them to the Savior
of their souls. If it is true, as someone has said, that
the soul of charity is charity for the soul, then true
charity not only ministers to the temporal wants of
the needy in order to alleviate their physical distress,
but it has this one great aim in view: to help their
souls in such a way and manner that they might find
the treasures of God’s grace, deliverance from sin and
its curse, and eternal salvation. This, however, can
only be brought about by administering the means of
grace, God’s Word and Sacraments, and as such minis-
tration is committed to the Church only, it follows, that
charity practised by the Church diverges widely from
that practised by social service institutions, both in
aim and purpose, as well as effects.
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To show this more specifically we would restate
what has been said on the same matter in “The North-
western Lutheran” in the issue of November 18th, 1923,
under the caption: “A Common Enterprise?”:

“Our church wants to preach Christ. To the poor
it assists it wants to bring the spiritual riches of
Christ. The sick it nurses it wants to point to the
Great Physician. In our ‘Kinderheim’ the orphans
are to learn to know their Heavenly Father, and chil-
dren are placed for adoption or for temporary care
into none but good Lutheran families. Our Bethesda
aims prayerfully to bring Christ into the lives of these
poorest among the poor, the epileptics and the feeble-
minded, and our greatest joy is to hear again and again
how the Lord works wonders through his Word.
Through our homes for the aged God our Savior ful-
fills to those who spend their declining years there His
gracious promise: ‘And even to your old age I am he:
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you; I have made,
and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver

you.

Why the Lutheran Church Does Not Ask to Have Its
Charities Listed With the Community Fund

In compliance with the aim and purpose of Chris-
tian charity as practised by our Lutheran Church
we ask no pecuniary support for our charitable insti-
tutions from public agencies who differ with us on
such aim and purpose, and whose sole object in view
is social service. Hence also our Lutheran Church
does not ask to have its charities listed with the Com-
munity Fund.

In addition to the foregoing we would state a few
specific reasons.

In the first place, it is the duty of the church to
look after its own people who are in need, and raise
the necessary funds among its own members. The
first responsibility for the care of the poor and suf-
fering rests indeed on the immediate family, and on
the nearer or more distant relatives. Scripture says,
‘If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let
them relieve them, and let not the church be charged.”
1 Tim. 5:16. Furthermore, ‘If any provide not for
his own, and especially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”
1 Tim. 5:8. ,

When, however, such a family or its relatives are
unable to offer the necessary help, then this duty de-
volves upon the Church. Again and again its mem-
bers are enjoined to take care of their own suffering
ones. Says Paul, Rom. 12:13, “Distributing to the
necessity of the saints; given to hospitality.” 2 Cor.
8:14: “That now at this time your abundance may
be a supply for their want, and that their abundance
also may be a supply for your want.” 1 Thess. 4:11-12:
“That ye study to be quiet and to do your own busi-

ness, and to work with your own hands, as we com-
mand you: that ye may walk honestly toward them
that are without, and that he may have lack of noth-
ing.”

These passages of Scripture plainly show that it is
the church’s duty to take care of its own poor and
needy. A member of the church, a Christian brother,
should not be permitted to become a public charge.
The church must not delegate this her duty to “those
that are without.”

Another reason why we Lutherans do not ask to
have our charitable institutions listed with the Com-
munity Fund is, because in accepting funds from or
co-operating with the latter, we would, as a church
body, practically be entering a Church-fellowship with
them with whom we are at variance in doctrine and
practice, or whose doctrine we regard as deviating
from the Word of God.

Among the organizations listed with the Com-
munity Fund, not a few are of a religious character.
There are organizations such as these: Catholic Social
Welfare Bureau, St. Rose’s Orphan Asylum, St. Vin-
cent’s Infants’ Asylum, St. Joseph’s Orphan Asylum,
Milwaukee Catholic Home for the Aged, Salvation
Army, Young Women’s Christian Association. These
institutions and organizations are under the super-
vision of their church, and conducted according to
their own religious principles. They propagate the
teachings of their church or organization.

Now let no one misunderstand us here. We are
not averse to the charitable work as such these agen-
cies are carrying on. We fully admit that in many
cases they are doing wonderful relief work. But as
a church body we cannot take part and assist them in
their work without violating our confessional stand-
point. We are willing, for instance, to help a Catholic
neighbor, but not a Catholic institution. We Luth-
erans hold that co-operation with non-Lutherans,
be it in charity or mission work, seriously interferes
with the expressed purpose of keeping our church
true to its Confessional Principles and preserving
“the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” among
those who are of the same household of faith.

We believe, on the other hand, that every church
or religious organization should do its charity work
according to its own principles and should raise the
necessary funds among its own members. We Luth-
erans have always considered it our Christian duty to
maintain our own charitable institutions. A number
of charities are co-operating with each other within the
Synodical Conference under the name

Associated Lutheran Charities
These comprise the following charitable institutions;

The Children’s Friend Societies in various States;
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the Home for Epileptics and Feebleminded, our
Bethesda at Watertown, Wis.; the Deaf-mute Insti-
tute at Detroit; various Lutheran Homes for the
Aged; Lutheran Hospitals; the Lutheran Deaconess
Society ; Lutheran City Missions in city, county and
state institutions, — hospitals, asylums, almshouses,
national Veterans homes, penitentiaries, houses of
correction, houses for delinquent boys and girls, etc.
These charities cover a large field of charitable
work, and great are the blessings that have been
wrought by such work. Who will ever estimate them?
But to maintain these charities, to erect the necessary
buildings and uphold them, to provide the necessities
of life for their wards, to salary the officers and work-
ers, requires annually a large sustaining fund, and it is
the duty of our Lutheran Christians to furnish the
same. We ask no financial support outside the Luth-
eran Church. J. ]

COMMENTS

Drive A Taxicab Drive a taxicab, Brethren, and get

acquainted with people. A min-
ister in New York who drove a taxicab for a while
tells us of the benefits that accrued from this under-
taking.

He now has a more intimate knowledge of people
and their motives, and the people have a better under-
standing of what he is trying to do for them with the
help of God. One man had always felt, “that min-
isters were an impractical, visionary sort of men, stand-
ing off at a safe distance from the turmoil of life and
telling other men what they ought to do,” and had,
therefore, never gone to church. He has learned dif-
ferently now and intends to join the church.

From near and far people are writing, asking advice
about “their problems — spiritual, social, economic”
— because, “Your job as a taxi driver makes us feel
that you are one of us, able to understand.”

In his relation with people, the people “have
dropped their artificial Sunday manners and are talk-

ing and writing to me in a man-to-man fashion.”
“Gone is their attitude of stiff formality towards me
as a minister, and in its place is a new trust and
friendship for me as a man.”

Now, a pastor should, indeed, know people, espe-
cially his own people. He learns to know them, in
the first place, from the Bible. There his own heart
and the heart of every other man is revealed to him
as it really is. The -deeper he penetrates into the
Scriptures the better he will understand the human
soul and its needs.

A faithful pastor, in the second place, learns to
know his people from his contact with them. To the
writer quoted above it may appear as if pastors stand
off at a safe distance from the turmoil of life. But that
writer is mistaken. A faithful pastor gathers the
children about him to teach and to train them. From
this contact he learns to know the child.

Conveying men in a taxicab may give an insight
into a certain part of their life.. But faithful pastoral
work brings a minister much closer to the real life in
man than any other contact can. The real life of a
person is, after all, better understood in the surround-
ings of the home, where the deeper problems and per-
plexities come to the surface. The pastor who visits
the sick and the dying, who seeks out the home of the
afflicted, and who goes out after the straying, will
know people far better than he can ever learn to know
them under any other circumstances.

Let the real pastoral work be done faithfully, and
there will be no “artificial Sunday manners” on either
side to hold the pastor and his people aloof from each
other. There will be mutual esteem and confidence.

It is sad to contemplate that people will flock to
any one who does a stunt of this kind and despise the
faithful work quietly done by those who know the
needs of their people and who serve these needs effi-
ciently. J. B.

* * * * *

Church and State In times of political unrest and

turmoil, such as these, it is neces-
sary for Lutheran Christians to keep in mind the
separation of church and state. We said Lutheran
Christians.  There are to-day many sects and
churches that have lost the sense of this separation.
Methodist and Baptist church bodies are working tooth
and nail for certain candidates for political offices and
urging their members to vote against others. They
are impelled by the mistaken purpose or ideal of mak-
ing this world a better place to live in by political
propaganda, passing and upholding sumptuary laws.
They have lost all sense of direction for the real work
of the church as our Lord intended. There are even
some Lutheran bodies, who have joined in this political
clamor. But as for us, the readers of the Lutheran
will look in vain for any direction on our part on
how to vote at the coming election.
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The reason for this attitude on our part is, that
we firmly adhere to the separation of church and
state. We realize the blessings of that separation as
found here in our beloved country, we thank God for
it, pray for its continuance, and deplore any sign
pointing to its weakening or breakdown. Thus we
shall not only be true to our Lord’s teaching on this
vital subject, but also remain true to the historical
development of our church. The Reformed bodies
have been more or less entangled in direction of purely
state affairs since the times of Calvin and Zwingli, the
latter of whom died on a battlefield, while the former
erected a churchstate at Geneva. The history of the
Reformed church has been a story of continued efforts
in amalgamating these two different orders of God
for the benefit of men — it has been a history of sad
mistakes in the direction of forcing men of any and
all creeds to live outwardly according to their mis-
England and New England on our
shores are examples. To-day there is a revamping,
a reviving of these old mistaken notions to the great
detriment of church and state.

If we are to thrive as a church under the protection
of a government, that does not meddle in church af-
fairs, we, the church, must see to it that we do not
meddle in the affairs of state.

Broadly speaking the provinces of church and state
are clearly and sharply defined in Holy Writ. Read
Romans 13, 1-7, where the true sources of power, the
real objects of government are so clearly stated. All
government is from God, endowed with the sword or
power over life and death of its subjects from God, for
the sole purpose of protecting the good citizens by
punishing the evildoer.”

~ On the other hand the province of the church is
well defined as that body of men, endowed with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, for the sole purpose of pro-
claiming that Gospel for the salvation of souls. The
church has no sword, rules not by ballotbox or ma-
jority of votes. Its sceptre of rule is the Gospel and
the Gospel only. The state has no salvation for men’s
souls. It cannot properly see to it that the citizens
are kept in one faith or another, or even in certain
moral standards prescribed by some church. Thus
the line of cleavage should be tolerably clear, even to
the chronic uplifters of the race.

That it is not clear to so many well intentioned
people, is due to the old Adam’s propensity in us to
rule, to force our opinions and beliefs on others by
law — in short to our legalistic trend of heart and
mind. Wherever the Gospel, as the only means of
winning men for God’s kingdom, has been set aside,
misunderstood, there we shall find this effort of build-
ing up God’s kingdom on earth by law. The harm
done by such efforts may be seen without much clear-
ness of vision. Yet to sharpen our eyes in this re-

gard, would it not be timely to again set forth for our
own edification and the enlightenment of others the
plain teachings of our Lord regarding church and
state? It is true, that this has been done time and
again, but as we are all slow to learn the great truths
of God’s revelation in His Word, and are, moreover,
so apt to forget, what this Word and even history
teaches us, we might all profit by a discussion of this
subject, so important to us all. We hope to have

more to say on this interesting topic in the future.
Z.

* * Ed * *

“Your Zeal” “Your zeal hath provoked many.” A
good example is not without effect on
others. It helps them take their own measure and to
realize their shortcomings. It reveals the loveliness

of the Christian life and provokes emulation.

There were such good examples in the lives of the
first Christians, and there are some to-day. It is a
somewhat unpleasant duty to criticise so many things
that are said and done; it is a joy to tell about good
things said and done.

Here is something that came to our notice re-
cently. A pastor in one of our larger cities receives
the visit of a man and his wife. They are not Luth-
erans but members of some other church. Because
their own church does not provide for the proper
Christian training of the children, they have in their
home town sent their child to a Lutheran parochial
school. They are convinced that only a thorough
Christian training can lay the proper foundation in the
life of their child.

Circumstances compel them to change their place
of residence for a few weeks or a few months. From
the teacher of their child they obtained the address of
a Lutheran pastor in the city where they are going to
take up their temporary abode. Almost immediately
upon their arrival they look up this pastor to inquire
of him the location of the Lutheran school nearest to
their present residence, for they do not want to inter-
rupt the Christian training of their child even for the
few weeks they may spend away from their home
town.

This occurrence reflects strangely on many Luth-
erans whose congregations maintain schools; whose
pastors and teachers are constantly striving to impress
their people with the necessity of a thorough Chris-
tian training for the young and the blessings of such
a training for the children, their parents, and the entire
church; and who nevertheless often send their chil-
dren past their own school to schools that work in an
entirely different spirit.

We are compelled to think of Lutheran families
who move to another city, entirely forgetting to obtain
a letter from their congregation and losing themselves
for weeks and months in the new place without estab-





































