The Northwestern Lutheran

|
f

The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57.
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“HOW LOVELY ARE THY DWELLINGS”

O what delight to enter

God’s Temple-courts of prayer,
Where pious souls, like lilies,
Receive His tender care!

The fragrant, budding blossoms
Are lovely to behold;
Refreshed by dew from Heaven
Their petals they unfold.

In unity of Spirit,—

In faith’s divine accord,

They offer pure devotion

As incense to the Lord.

W' » hymns of adoration

£ in sweet refrain

From courts where peace abideth,
Who would without remain?

“Come, enter! Taste His goodness
Whose love these flowers reflect!
Come, watch, and pray, and worship!
Come, join the Lord’s elect!

The world’s vain, empty pleasures
Can nevermore compare

With joys divine and holy

That grace God’s House of Prayer!”

I would not dwell in darkness
And turn away from day;

The Lord my Sun remaineth;
His Light illumes my way.

I'll seek His House with gladness;
From Him T’ll ne’er depart;

His hallowed Presence bringeth
Sweet peace into my heart!

From the Swedish by I. Dannstrom. Anna Hoppe.

THE FORTY-FIRST PSALM
(Continued)
The Practice of Charity

There remains one more feature of Christian
charity which we must necessarily enlarge upon. It
is the practice of charitable work, or, as we might put
it, methods of charity. This, however, is a large field,
too large and extensive for a brief article bearing on
this matter. We must, therefore, confine ourselves to
a few leading thoughts and principles.

Considering the opening words of our Psalm we
find the practice of charity at least indicated, “Blessed
is he that considereth the poor.” “Considereth.” The
word here used in the original properly means to look
at, to behold; then to be prudent and circumspect;

then, to attend to; in general to act prudently, wisely,
intelligently. Here it means to attend to, or to be
attentive to all the circumstances of a case; to show
an interest in; to provide for. The idea is that of not
neglecting, not passing by; not being indifferent or
uncharitable, but to use all efforts for the proper relief
and support of all those who have become objects of
charity.

There is indeed much to be considered in the prac-
tice of charitable work in its many phases. Chari-
table work requires a careful study of the problem on
the part of all those engaged in it, inasmuch as methods
regarding this work are a matter of development in
no mean degree. '

Modern Methods of Charity

Much study and experimenting has been done with
respect to methods of charity in modern times, both in
our own and in foreign countries. An extensive and
authentic work on this subject is Charles Richmond
Herderson’s Modern Methods of Charity, giving an
account of the systems of relief, public and private, in
the principal countries of the old and new world. The
book contains a wealth of information and data on
charity work. From its contents we gather the fact,
that every civilized country has its own methods of
carrying on charity work among the poor and needy.
Germany, Switzerland, Holland, and Great Britain, for
instance, have wonderful systems of relief, public and
private, each differing from the other. Our own
States have excellent systems, but even the system of
one'State often differs from that of the other.

There are various reasons for such differences of
chaiitable methods. “They are due,” as Henderson
says, “to diverse stages of development, differences in
climate and productions, racial traits, political history,
religious and educational institutions. Generally
speaking the nations of Europe of the Latin type of
institutions have laid emphasis on private and eccle-
siastical agencies, while the Germanic peoples have
required their governments to provide systems of re-
lief.”

The scope of the article does not permit any at-
tempt at description of this vast net-work of modern
methods of charity, or of their efficiency; nor is it
necessary to acquaint ourselves more intimately with
these methods here. Suffice it to say that in most
modern methods cooperation of public and private
charity is aimed at, while a definite and well-ordered
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relation between the two still has its difficulties, and
the respective provinces of public poor belief and of
private charities still need to be clearly and carefully
defined. The establishing and maintaining of insti-
tutions for the poor, for the feeble-minded, the infirm,
the deaf and dumb, the blind, and orphans will fall un-
questionably within the province of public charity un-
der state control, but where private charity begins is
often hard to determine.

There is no question that such secular charity, both
public and private, has been in the past and is accom-
panied with gratifying results. Many otherwise help-
less and needy people have found material relief at the
hands of State or private charities. One point, how-
ever, must not be overlooked. The relief offered to the
poor and needy by public charities, especially those
under State control, as a rule are heartless offerings,
i. e., charity is practised with no real sympathy for the
recipient, but at best only as a sort of commodity.
The result is that the recipient of such public charity,
even in the case of associated charities, will feel little
or no debt of gratitude for help received. Yea, in
many cases, such public charity may even exercise a
morally detrimental influence on those supported thereby.

Henderson, the above-named author of “Modern
Methods of Charity,” has this to say on the matter:

“It should be borne in mind, that the work of the public
relief does not differ in the least from that of private charities,
so far as the nature of the work is concerned; the dollar of
the one looks exactly like the dollar of the other. The differ-
ence lies not in the gift, but in the motive of the giver and in
the attendant circumstances. For the commune, poor-relief is
a legal duty, the exercise of which readily leads the pauper to
think he has a right to claim assistance, although the law
expressly denies any such right. The recipient of a charity
feels no debt of gratitude for the help he receives (except as
he may be grateful for the manner in which the aid is given)
and that because the gift comes from the public fund. More-
over, the visitor is likely to be more lavish in the expenditure
of public moneys than he would be with his own, or with those
entrusted to him by a limited number of friends. For this
reason assistance is more easily obtained, as a rule, from a
public than from a private charity; very often self-help is not
urged as strongly as it should be, and if officers of public
relief are not possessed of a very strong sense of responsibility,
or if the district management is not very cautious and conserva-
tive, too great liberality may be the direct means of producing
and multiplying poverty. The experience of every country and
every age might be quoted to verify these statements.”

Be this as it may, the fact remains that public and
private charity as practised in various commonwealths
has its legitimate place. From the standpoint of pub-
lic welfare the right of charitable agencies, be they of
the State or private and independent of State control,
must be conceded. There must be, in a common-
wealth, institutions for the poor, orphanages, asylums
for the unfortunates, for weak-minded children, for the
deaf and dumb, for the blind, hospitals for the sick,
etc. Hence also charitable agencies, public and
private, have their right, and must, therefore, be

financed. In the case of relief to the poor and desti-
tute, the sick and disabled, and to all objects of charity,
funds must be raised.

Organized Community Funds and Chests

During recent years a new method of organized
charity has paved its way into the public. It is the
Community Funds and Chests in the United States and
Canada. Sponsored in Cleveland in 1914, it was fol-
lowed by Cincinnati and then by Milwaukee in suc-
cession, having increased until now from approxi-
mately fifty to 260 chests throughout the country.
According to “Community Fund Facts” issued by the
Milwaukee County Community Fund in October, 1927,
“the Community Fund, in the early control financing
of social work, was regarded simply as a boon to busi-
ness men, conserving their philanthropic resources as
well as their time. In later years, its functions grew
to include analysis of social needs as presented by
study, research and survey.” It now includes, and
has taken the place of the greater part of charitable
agencies and social welfare organizatic  as we see
it. As an instance, the Milwaukee County rund alone
acts as control financing agency for thirty-four chari-
table and philanthropic organizations.

For the sake of illustration, we append these agen-
cies and organizations, as mentoned in the budget
for the 1927-1928: American Red Cross, Big Brothers
and Big Sisters, Boy Scouts of America, Catholic
Home for the Aged, Catholic Social Welfare Bureau,
Central Council of Social Agencies, Children’s Home
Society of Wisconsin, Children’s Hospital, Community
Fund, Curative Workshop, Family Welfare Associa-
tion, Girl Scouts of America, Goodwill Industries,
Home for the Friendless, Juvenile Protective Associa-
tion, Legal Aid Society, Milwaukee Boy’s Club, Mil-
waukee Orphans’ Asylum, Protestant Home for the
Aged, Salvation Army, Scandinavian-American Old
People’s Home, Society for Care of Sick, St. Joseph’s
Orphan Asylum, St. Rose’s Orphan Society, St. Vin-
cent’s Infant Asylum, Traveler’s Aid Society, Urban
League, Veteran’s Service Exchange, Visiting Nurse
Association, Volunteers of America — Day Nursery,
Wisconsin Conference of Social Work, Wisconsin Hu-
mane Society, Wisconsin University Settlement As-
sociation, Y. W. C. A.

From this list of recipients from the Community
Fund it will appear that it includes not only charitable
institutions and agencies, but also civic and social wel-
fare associations in city, county and state, as well as
charitable institutions and welfare bureau of the
Roman Catholic Church — quite a speckled company of
recipients. _

The funds to be raised for the support of all these
agencies, according to the 1927-1928 budget, amounts
to $1,558,416. Deducting $544,290 from other sources
as income from endowments, fees for services, sales of
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product, board and rooms, and direct contributions, the
Community Fund is booked for $1,014,126.

These moneys for “charity” are raised by a high
pressure ten days campaign. Many small givers and
large givers as well, are affronted by an announcement
that they are “down for” $10, $100, $1,000 or $10,000,
standing rating committees having rated their finan-
cial standing long before the compaign.

It is estimated that the 260 community chests
throughout the country are annually raising and ad-
ministering nearly three-quarters of a billion dollars,
and, it is said, that the welfare of many thousands of
the less fortunate is indirectly dependent on the con-
tinued success of these chests or funds. It is therefore
not surprising that the economic as well as the social
aspect of Community Chests should have reached a
point commanding government interest, inasmuch as
it had led Secretary of Commerce Hoover to call a
conference of lay leaders of the Community Chest
movement in Washington in February, 1927.

In our next issue we shall give an account of our
— the Lutheran Church’s attitude, toward Community
Funds and similar modern methods of charity.

J. T

COMMENTS

We Do Not Like To We do not like to repeat so

often, but it seems necessary.
Since sending out our latest, and we hope our last, gen-
eral appeal, many replies have come in. From these
replies we learn that the brethren are laboring under
wrong impressions.

One of these is that the Jubilee Collection of the
autumn of 1925 was a part of our collection for Semi-
nary and Debts. That is, however, not the case. The
Jubilee Offering was a thing for itself. The some
$55,000.00 collected were sent through the District
Cashiers to the General Treasurer and held by him for
the New Ulm Building Fund.

Our earnest efforts to complete our collection be-
fore the synod of 1925, or at least before October first
of that year, failed. And so it happened that the two
collections overlapped in the case of the most congre-
gations.

The congregations whose full apportionment had
been in long before the Jubilee Offering was announced
knew distinctly that this was a new appeal, and no
complaints were made when their offerings were not
acknowledged in our monthly reports. As these
moneys were not sent to us, we, naturally, could not
give credit for them on our books.

The sums we received were apportioned two to one
to the Seminary Building Fund and to the sinking fund
for wiping out the “old debt.”

On our report in 1927 that there were sufficient
moneys in our hands to build the seminary, the synod

resolved that all the moneys collected by us in the fu-
ture were to be paid over to Treasurer Buuck for the
building project in New Ulm. We would, therefore,
beg the brethren not to consider what their congrega-
tion raised for the Jubilee fund as a payment on their
apportionment for Seminary and Debts.

Another question: Who is to be considered a com-
municant member? In preparing his sheets, Mr.
Gamm took the figures of the official statistical report.
We have retained his figures, however revising them
upon the request of pastors who claimed they were
wrong in some instances upwards, in others down-
ward. We believe the congregations should adhere to
the figures of the latest statistical report unless there
has been a distinct decrease in communicant member-
ship through removal or defection.

Pastors complain many of our young people go to
some large city to work and only return for communion
now and then during the year. We have these people
on our lists, but we do not receive any aid from them.
We want to assure these pastors that the congrega-
tions in large cities have just as many, if not more,
communicants of this kind. These churches give free
schooling to children of parents who are not members
and confirm the children, only to find in a very short
time that it is impossible to keep track of the changes
in their address.

It does not seem proper to drop them from the list
immediately, and so the congregation in question con-
tinues to bear the responsibility for them in the es-
tablishing of its quota for the synod.

We can only advise pastors whose young people
are really only temporarily absent to write them ex-
plaining the situation and asking them to make their
contribution through their home church or to ask for
their letter and to join a church in the city. Where-
ever the doubtful cases can be reached in a city con-
gregation, they should be dealt with. If they want to
be Christians, they should support the church ; if they
are drifting away, they should be admonished and, if
they do not repent, excommunicated. So long as that
has not been done, the congregation should not shirk
its responsibility for them in the computation of its
share of the synodical budget, and of our collection as
well.

As the same conditions obtain in almost all of our
congregations, the average per communicant would-
simply become higher if we were all to trim down our
list of communicants by not counting those on whose
help we cannot rely. No, let us adhere to the figures
we gave the statistician in our last report.

Finally, again, kindly send all remittances to us.
An office cannot give credit for moneys it did not
receive. The arrangement that all moneys be sent di-
rectly to us was agreed upon by the Board of Trus-
tees and the Seminary Building Committee, as it was
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considered the most expedient arrangement. Some of
the District Cashiers simply forwarded the remittances
to us. Others enter them on their books and give
credit in their bi-ennial report. Then those congre-
gations that remitted to us, as they were requested to
do, suffer by comparison.

There is always danger that moneys intended for
us flow into the general funds on account of their not
being properly designated. After a year or more this
is discovered and the inquiries begin. Much time and
effort has been spent in tracing such sums and placing
them where they belong. Remit to us directly.

We will report in full on all congregations before
the meeting of the synod next year.

We do not want to close these remarks without
telling our readers that quite a few favorable replies
have come in.

What encourages us in these letters is first that the
writers are not in the least in doubt as to whether this
collection concerns them and their people. They
know and feel their obligation. Nor is there any ques-
tion about their willingness to meet their obligation.
They even thank us for again calling their attention
to the matter. In some instances they had been put
under the impression that their church had already
contributed the quota under the predecessor. Nor do
they cast about for excuses not to collect at the present
time. We have in mind a church recently organized.
There are heavy expenses for the home church. The
installments due to the church extension fund must be
"met. Arrangements have been made to raise the ap-
portionment for the current expenses of our synod.
Still we receive the assurance in sixty days you will
receive at least a goodly part of our contribution.

Another thing we note in these letters, a certain
definiteness. Their aim is the quota, and these pas-
tors no doubt give their congregations exact informa-
tion as to how much their share would be.

This is of great importance. We have built and
are building according to definite plans. Thus we

have as a synod obligated ourselves to pay over to the
builders certain definite sums of money. That means
that our members who are to contribute should have
a definite idea as to how much their congregation
ought to raise in order to do its share. We have a
feeling that this definiteness has been lacking in some
instances. Otherwise we cannot understand that con-
gregations stopped from one dollar to a few cents short
of their quota. If we know our church members at all,
we are sure that they would not rest there if they had
definite knowledge of their quota, the moneys raised
and the comparatively small balance still to be raised.
Let us show our people a definite goal, and they will
strive for it and reach it. J. B.

* * * * *

To Merge The Joint Synod of Ohio at its recent con-

vention re-affirmed its desire to merge
with the Synod of Towa. The third body that will en-
ter this merger is the Buffalo Synod.

These are the resolutions adopted:

“l. We are glad to find that the declarations of the hon-
orable Iowa Synod concerning its attitude toward the
Scriptures, as adopted at its convention at Waverly,
correctly express our position on the inspiration and
the inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures.

“2  We believe that article two, section omne, of the
proposed constitution as adopted by the Joint Merger
commission, is the best available summary of these
declaration for use in a synodical constitution.

“3. We take note of the fact that the Buffalo Synod has
resolved not to enter the merger unless this section
be retained in its present form.

“4. We recommend that the Synod reaffirm its desire
for organic union with the synods of Towa and Buffalo,
and that the commissioners be reappointed and in-
structed to proceed with the work of effecting a mer-
ger as soon as possible on the basis of the consti-
tution proposed by the Joint Merger Commission.

“5 We recommend that the 49th convention of the Joint
Synod of Ohio and Other States adjourn subject to
call of the General President, and that every district
shall elect its delegates to the first convention of the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of America, the districts
to be represented at the said first convention by a
number of delegates conforming to the rules of the
new body.

“6. We suggest that the recommendation of the Joint
Commission relative to the payment of debts by all
parties be adopted, and in accordance with this we
instruct the Finance Committee together with the
Stewardship Secretary of Joint Synod to make provi-
sion for the raising of the necessary funds to cancel
our indebtedness.”

Paragraph 1 refers to the resolutions adopted by
the Towa Synod, which read as follows:

“In view of the present situation we deem it necessary
that Synod adopt a clear and unequivocal declaration con-
cerning the doctrine of the inspiration and inerrancy of the
Scriptures as we now have them and the true sense of its own
confessional paragraph. We therefore move the adoption of
the following declarations:
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“]. Synod to-day as always confesses the old Lutheran
doctrine concerning the inspiration and the inerrancy
of the Bible, as this doctrine again and again has
been presented in its publication.

“2. As a brief and unequivocal summary of the same,
we adopt as our own the words of Dr. S. Fritschel:
“a. The Scripture is the Word of God as to contents

and form in the full and real sense of the word;

“b. It is this in all its parts, and it is not permissible

to discriminate between inspired and non-inspired

contents, between divine and human elements,
between God’s Word and the word of men.

c. The fact that Scripture is of divine origin and

character establishes the other fact of its inerrancy.

“3. When we confess the inerrancy of the Bible as we

now have it we do not maintain that there are no
errors of transcription, different readings, omissions
or minor additions to the original text, or that there
are no passages, which to us seem to be contradictions
or discrepancies, which, however, do not affect the
interests of salvation and faith.”

As that was the only issue still existing between the
two bodies the way is now clear for the merger.

The name proposed for the new body is: The Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod of America. At present we
do not know whether this name has already been
finally adopted. It is not always an easy matter to
find a proper name. We have now a The United
Lutheran Church of America and will then have a
The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of America. Just
what others who also are Lutherans but do not come
under these somewhat inclusive denominations can do
in order to keep their place on the map, we cannot at
the present say. However, one title is still available:
The Evangelical Lutheran Church (or Synod) of the
World.

«

* * = * -

Are We Interested? The season of mission festivals

is still on. Are we interested
in missions? We should be. We are, if we are not
basely ungrateful, for we are the products of mis-
sionary work and are to-day enjoying its blessings in
our church and school.

We confess that we owe our God thanks for having
called us by the Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
and sanctified and kept us in the faith. Our conver-
sion is the gracious work of God. But God worked
through men, for it is through men that the Gospel
came to us. From the days of the apostles, through
nearly two thousand years, down to our day, there
have been men who by the grace of God found their
Savior and life through him, who were not content
with enjoying these blessings themselves, leaving
others to their fate. These men witnessed to others
the truth that had gladdened their hearts. They were
willing to confess, to give, yes, to surrender their
whole life and to suffer and die, in order to lead other
men to the Savior. If they had not been interested,
where, humanly speaking, would we be to-day? Do
we want to join the “nine” of Luke 17, of whom the

Lord complains: “Were there not ten cleansed? but
where are the nine? There are not found that re-
turned to give glory to God, save this stranger?”

Are we interested? Romans 8 we read: “Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his.” To have the Spirit of Christ means to believe:
“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” The
Spirit of Christ comforts us and makes us happy. But
then it also makes us Christlike. Is it necessary to
draw a picture of Him who sacrificed Himself for the
salvation of the world; whose heart bleeds at the
thought of men perishing in their sins; who as the
glorified Lord in his divine love labors to draw the last
to Himself that they might have life: to show that it is
impossible to have the Spirit of Christ and not to be
interested in missions, the work of His loving heart?

Are we interested in missions? We rejoice in be-
ing saved from the devil; we hate this foe of God and
foe of man. His work on earth is an abomination to
us. Can we, then, remain uninterested when we see
him devouring day after day untold numbers of vic-
tims? Must we not, impelled by the hatred of the evil
one and of evil, take up battle with him and fight un-
ceasingly to save men from his power. That is what
we are doing when we carry on our missions.

Do our missions seem to cost too much, do we com-
plain of the “burdens” we are compelled to bear? Are
we afraid we might impoverish ourselves by too lib-
eral giving? Matthew 6 Jesus says: “Take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink?
or, wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness ; and all these things shall be added unto
you.”

If we are not interested in missions, if we grumble
and murmur whenever our God again appeals to us for
His kingdom, are we really serving God? The alter-
nate is, let there be no doubt about it, serving mam-
mon. The love of mammon and trust in mammon
oppose in our heart the childlike trust in the Father
who promises to provide for us and love for Him and
for His kingdom. Let us not in the least deceive our-
selves about what we are doing when we permit our
unwillingness to give to kill our interest in the work
of the church.” We cannot be interested in the work
of the kingdom and yet refuse to support it with our
offerings.

May the Lord strengthen our interests in missions
granting us the Spirit which moved Peter and John to
declare: “We cannot but speak the things we have
seen and heard.” J. B.





































