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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:5'
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| THANKS FOR THE SUMMERTIME

I thank Thee, Father, for the summertime,
The golden days of glory and delight—
The days when the glad year is in its prime,
Warmed by Thy love, and by Thy smile made bright.

And for the peaceful armies of the flowers
That hang their banners out above the sod,

Saluting with sweet scents the passing hours,
And blessing me, I thank Thee, O my God.

I thank Thee for the melody of rills,
And for the glad bird-music in the air,
And for the echoes of the purple hills,
And children’s voices at their evening prayer.

I thank Thee for the rush of mountain streams,
And for the beauty of the quiet lake,

And for the generous warmth of dancing beams
And for a world grown happy for Thy sake.

’

I thank Thee for the cool, calm summer sea,
The playful ripple of the gentle waves,

And for huge billows tossing restlessly,
And for their music in the moss-lined caves.

I thank Thee for the long, sweet days of light,
And for the gloaming, with its hues sublime;
I thank Thee for past seasons of delight,
That came to me with the glad summertime.

—Marianne Farningham in The Lutheran Witness.

THE TESTIMONY OF THE
LUTHER MEMORIAL STONE

Explanatory: Upon the request of Pastor Berg-
mann, while visiting Germany in 1925, a stone weigh-
ing 220 pounds was broken out of the walls of the
Castle Church of Wittenberg, sent to Rhinelander,
Wis., by the present ephorus of the famous church,
Dr. Riemer, that it should be built into the walls of
the new Zion Lutheran Church edifice, now under
construction, to serve as a memorial of the Reforma-
tior. In a special service on the 17th day of June,
before the assembled congregation, this stone was
dedicated. The following sermon, published by re-
quest, was preached by Rev. Bergmann at this oc-
casion.

Text. Joshua 24:27. “Behold, this stone shall be
a witness unto us, for it hath heard all the words of
the Lord which He spake unto us; it shall be there-
fore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God.”

In Christ dearly beloved!

Poets have found sermons not only in the Bible, or

in churches, or in books, but also in trees, in brooks,

in fields, in God’s great garden of the out-of-doors.
This is nothing strange. Jesus found a wonderful ser-
mon in the lilies of the fields, in the sparrow falling
from the roof, in the hen gathering her chicks under
her wings, in so many things beside Moses and the
prophets. Copying from Christ, one of our best poets
‘(Shakespeare) claims: “And this our life finds tongues
in trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in
stones, and good in everything.”

It is true. There is a beautiful sermon with a
golden promise found in the morning dawn; another
with love’s lingering farewell in the setting sun.
There is a sermon of calm assurance in the star-
studded firmaments at night. Yes, there is no place
in the universe, but the hand of God did touch it.
“He has not left himself without a witness.” The
heavens declare the glory of God and the firmaments
show forth his handiwork.” So the inspired singer
of old declares.

But there are sermons even in stones, Jesus said
to denying pharisees who would forbid the children to
sing the praises of Christ: “I tell you that if these

should hold their peace the stones would immediately
cry out.”

Here before you is a stone that is to be cemented
into the walls of your new church. And if your new
church edifice is to be a sermon in stones then this
stone will cry out before all others. It is only a com-
mon red sand-stone, but it would preach to us a ser-
mon as beautiful as the morning dawn, as assuring
as the stars at night. For this stone has seen great
things. History favored this stone to witness the
greatest act of God since the days of the apostles. It
was broken out of the wall of the world-famous Castle
Church of Wittenberg; and it comes to us filled with
all the recollections of the nailing of the 95 Theses by
Dr. Luther to the door of that very church, to remind
us of the historical importance of the Reformation.
As this stone was taken out of the very bedrock of
our dear old Lutheran Church, therefore I bid you
with the words of inspired Holy Writ:

“Behold, this stone — it shall be a witness unto
you, lest ye deny your God.” Under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit let me voice to you to-day:

The Testimony of the Luther Memorial Stone
I. As a witness of past mercies.
IT. As a memorial lest we deny our God.
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Joshua had assembled all Israel in Shechem. He
was old and stricken with years. There was one more
last, definite message he was to bring to God’s people.
Knowing that the time of his departure was at hand
he entreated the children of Israel: “Choose ye this
day whom ye will serve — but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord.” He recalled to them
how Father Abraham had pitched his tents in these
very plains of Shechem; how Jacob had fed his flocks
on these pastures; and how the blessing pronounced
upon their fathers still continued upon them. He re-
cited to them how the grace of the Lord had rescued
them from the slavery of Egypt, sustained them 40
years in the wilderness; how by faith Moses esteemed
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt. He recalled to them how in these
last days they had crossed the river Jordan, defeated
their enemies, taken possession of the land of milk and
honey and now had come to the joys the Lord God of
Israel alone can give.

Arguing from these past mercies Joshua urges
Israel to follow in the footsteps of their fathers. He
charges them to put the strange gods from among
them. In the name of Jehovah he once more renews
the covenant between the Lord and His people.
Unanimously they utter the vow: “We will serve the
Lord” (verse 21). Joshua wrote the words of this
treaty into the book of the law of God (verse 26).
And then, as when an important official act is con-
cluded, he calls for a witness. We read: “And took a
great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was
by the sanctuary of the Lord. And Joshua said unto
all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness un-
to us, for it hath heard all the words of the Lord which
He spake unto us.”

So Joshua set up a senseless stone to witness this
covenant here made between man and God. The
stone near the sanctuary was to preach to them and to
their children, convincing them of the greatness of
past mercies. Every time they saw this stone they
should be reminded of what great things God had
done for them. “This stone shall be a witness unto
us,” Joshua said. This stone from the plains of
Shechem — it had seen Father Abraham passing
through these very fields, when the call of the Lord
urged him to leave his homeland, and to go into the
land the Lord would show him. The stone that had
witnessed the promise given to Abraham: “Unto thy
seed will T give this land” (Gen. 12:6-7). The stone
that had seen Jacob (Gen. 33:18-19); the stone that
had heard the words of the Lord now spoken by
Joshua, and that had heard the joyful response of the
people, that stone shall be a witness, “for it hath heard
all the words of the Lord,” that stone was set up by

Joshua in that Old Testament hour of worship that it
declare unto Israel the past mercies of the Lord.

Of such mercies this Luther Memorial Stone would
also preach. Like the stone of Joshua, this also is a
historic stone. In the middle ages, before Columbus
discovered America this stone was built into the walls
of the so-called Castle Church of Wittenberg, Ger-
many. There it saw the young monk with deep hol-
low eyes who preached a Gospel that sounded like the
angel’s message on the fields of Bethlehem. This
stone saw the multitudes that flocked to hear this
Augustinian monk. Deep spiritual darkness rested
over the land, but there was a ray of light in Witten-
berg. When John Tetzel came into Germany with
his horrible sale of indulgences, the supreme hour of
deliverance had come at last.

This stone witnessed how the young Luther in
holy anger at such abomination, practiced in the name
of religion, nailed up his famous 95 Theses. How far
and how long the sounds of Luther’s hammer would
be heard in the world neither he nor any one else in
his day knew. We know to-day that the echoes of
his hammer sounds have not as yet died out.

Not merely would this Luther Memorial stone,
taken from that very church, tell us of this great his-
torical act, or what manner of man Dr. Martin Luther
was, or how that stupendous work of the Reforma-
tion was started, but above all this stone would cry
out that in those struggling days “the help of the Lord
has come out of Zion,” that “the right arm of the Lord
has gotten us this victory.”

This Luther Memorial stone testifies of the past
mercies of God. It leads us back in thought to that
first eventful 31st day of October, 1517. In the nail-
ing up of those 95 sentences of protest against super-
stition and popery, falsehood and ignorance, God was
making His voice heard before that medieval Pharaoh
of Rome. Again God was saying “Let my people go!”

In Egypt it was bodily slavery, but in the middle
ages it was spiritual serfdom. Conscience and the
very souls of men were whipped by satanic task-
masters. The commandments of men pressed heavy
upon the necks of our forefathers. The Pharaoh of
Rome demanded even more than the death of the
firstborn. Thousands of the best in Israel were lured
into monasteries and nunneries hoping to find rest; but
here all hopes were drowned in the vain works of self-
righteousness. Believing that they could earn their
way to life, they struggled till their souls died within
them, for where there is no Christ, there is no way,
no truth, no life.

When this stone here first looked upon the haggard
monk in Wittenberg, it was like unto the day when
Moses was pulled out of the waters of the Nile; for
Luther himself had been caught in the destructive
floods of his day. He, too, had to learn by bitter




The Northwestern Lutheran 291

experience that not in the precepts of Rome, but that
only in the Holy Scriptures, peace, joy, and freedom
are found.

And did not Luther find the Bible in Erfurt, and
did not God speak to him, even as unto Moses in the
burning bush? And did not Luther see the way to
freedom? But when he proclaimed the liberty of
Jesus Christ and said unto Pharaoh: “Let my people
go!” Pharaoh hardened his heart.

Ten plagues swept over the land; like the lice and
frogs in Egypt false prophets sprang up, each one
crying, “Here is Christ and there is Christ.” Our de-
feated enemies again rejoiced. The peasant war broke
out; the cause of Luther seemed lost. He himself
had not been seen since the Diet of Worms. The
champion of Protestantism had disappeared. Again
were the children of Israel saying: “We know not
what happened to Moses.” And the troubled in Israel
came to Carlstadt and Muenzer saying : “Make us other
gods,” and they did.

Then came those sorrowful days when this stone
saw huge howling crowds gathering before the old
Castle Church. They broke the doors and laid rude
hands upon the sacred vessels of the sanctuary.
Every picture was torn from the walls. Whatever
could not be taken out was marred and ruined. The
old altar split into kindling wood; every statue de-
molished. In impotent fury the peasants stormed
against law and order, revolutions broke out — Ger-
many was in an uproar.

In a stormy December night this Luther Memorial
stone saw a gray knight riding through the streets of
Wittenberg. For three nights he remained in hiding.
Long nightly councils were held. At last the lost
hero of the Reformation, for it was none other than
Dr. Luther, again stepped into open battle. And like
unto David he led his people from one victory to an-
other.

On the 22nd day of February, 1546, this stone
heard the tolls of the bells of the Castle Church for
Luther’s funeral. The great in Israel had fallen. 65
fully armed knights of royalty led the funeral proces-
sion. They were followed by the hearse: then
Luther’s wife and children, and last the great weeping
multitude. Underneath the very pulpit from which
Luther had preached, inside the Castle Church, the
Reformer’s body was laid at rest. Unlike other fore-
runners of the Reformation, his body was never dis-
turbed to this very day. Not even one hundred feet
away from Luther’s body, this stone kept vigil, and
with other stones held up the roof over that blessed
spot in the Castle Church so dear to every Lutheran
Christian.

Outside the peasant war was raging. The cause
of Luther’s work again seemed lost, until that heroic
King of Sweden, Gustave Adolfus came to the rescue

of the German Lutherans, and in the battle of Lutzen
dealt the final blow to our enemies; he himself was
picked up dead from that battlefield.

So this Luther Memorial stone could keep on relat-
ing the history of the Reformation, but what we
Lutheran Christians will admire the most is the grace
and mercy of our God.

Though the enemy mustered out his thousands,
though the cause of the Reformation seemed doomed,
yet the God of our fathers was with us. In back of
Luther we see the Creator of all things, we hear him
pronouncing the ancient words over the darkness of
the middle ages: “Let there be light,” and there was
light.

In back of this stone there stands Christ the chief
cornerstone of the Christian Church. On Mt. Calvary
this chief stone was embedded into the vermillion
cement drawn from His own sacred veins. The ter-
rible ceremony, upon which the sun refused to look,
which caused the earth to tremble, is over now. “It
is finished,” He said, — Our salvation is complete.
And that chief cornerstone gives this Luther
Memorial stone its only meaning. Christ is the real
champion of the Reformation, and this stone tells of
the wonderful things God has done for us; it wit-
nesses of His past mercies.

We Lutherans and our Lutheran forefathers still
have reasons to sing:

With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected ;

But for us fights the Valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.

Ask ye, Who is this?

Jesus Christ it is,

Of Sabaoth Lord,

And there’s none other God,—

He holds the field forever.

As Joshua, we will place this stone (into the walls
of our new church) near the sanctuary, and when our
children and the stranger within our gates will ask
us: “What means this stone?” We will tell them:
“Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us, for it
hath heard all the words of the Lord which He spake

unto us.” We will tell them of God’s work in the -

Reformation, of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ;
that this stone was taken from the walls of the Castle
Church of Wittenberg to witness unto us the wonder-
ful mercies God has shown us in the past.

II.

Not only of the wonders of the past is this keep-
sake to remind us, but it will also be a worthy
memorial, lest we deny our God. This stone is not
merely a precious relic of the past but it also has a
living message for our to-day and our future.
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The chief reason why Joshua set up the stone at
Shechem near the sanctuary was, that it should con-
tinually remind the children of Israel to remain true
to the God of the covenant and the vows they had
made unto Him. “This stone,” he said, “shall be a
witness unto you, lest ye deny your God.” Lest Is-
rael should forget, this stone would remind them,
condemn their sin, witness against their neglect, and
reproach their unfaithfulness and denial.

Lest we forget, this stone is placed as a memorial
into our new church. The battles we have to fight are
not different, are not any the less in terrors and dan-
gers. The battlefield may have been shifted, but we
have the same old evil foes to conquer: the devil, the
world and our flesh.

With Joshua I would say to you: “Behold, this
stone shall be a witness unto you, lest ye deny your
God.” That danger is always present. “Lead us
not into temptation,” Christ taught us to pray. How
many in Israel denied their God and forgot His mer-
cies? “Who believes our preaching?” the prophets
complained in later days. When Jesus came into His
own, they denied Him room in the inn, and finally they
rejected Him altogether. How many since the day
when this Luther Memorial stone looked upon the
miracles of God in Wittenberg have denied and turned
aside. There was a time when all of Germany,
France and part of Spain, in fact nearly all Europe
- was won for the Reformation. But when popery came
with fire and sword, with wars and torture and death,
then many denied. To-day how many have not de-
nied the most solemn pledge they made on their con-
firmation day. The world lured, the flesh lusted,
Satan tempted — and truth and loyalty, pure and un-
defiled religion, Christ life and salvation, all is thrown
to the winds. For vanities men deny the Lord their
God. And where is there one among us who has not
known those bitter hours of denials? Once the crow
of a rooster brought a well known denier to repentance.
We read of him: “the cock crew, Jesus looked at

Peter, and he went out and wept bitterly.” In our
new church, the very sight of this Luther Memorial
stone will call us to repentance, for it will be set up
near the sanctuary to be a witness unto you, lest ye
deny your God.

And though we have denied, this memorial brings
us a message as comforting as any in the New Testa-
ment. You will notice that there is an emblem hewn
into the face of this stone. It is Luther’s Coat of
Arms. The very seal Luther had selected for him-
self and used to seal letters of importance. There
is a cross and a heart in the center of a five-petaled
rose. The rose represents joy, Christian joy because
it is five petaled, symbolic of the five wounds of Christ.
The heart is the heart of a Christian. The cross, the
cross of Christ. All of which means that the heart of
a Christian is walking on roses, is joyful even though
it stands right under the cross of affliction. This is
surrounded by a ring meaning that this joy of the
Christian heart is not like the joy of the world, but
like the ring without beginning and without end, in
other words eternal. Do you know of such eternal
joy centered in the cross of Christ? It was the joy
of Luther, it is the joy of the Lutheran Church, it is
the joy Jesus came to give. Those of you that have
it rejoice that your names are written in heaven, those
of you that seek it, you will find it on the way of faith
in Christ Jesus who died for your sins: Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ and all joys are yours. O that we
would be reminded of that celestial joy every time we
look at this Luther Memorial stone with its Luther
emblem, and in the face of such heavenly joy, give
thanks that we may not lose the inheritance of our
forefathers and deny our God.

This stone comes to us with the marvelous tales
of several centuries of church history. It has seen
and heard much which is of such supreme interest to a
Lutheran Christian. To-day again it “has heard the
words of the Lord.” It has also witnessed your
prayers, and hymns and your devotions. It has wit-
nessed our worship in this our old church; it will be
called into our new church with its face looking into
the nave of our new building. God willing this stone
will see us enter our new church edifice on some
memorable Sunday this fall. It will hear the vows of
sponsors made at the new baptism font; it will hear
our children making their confirmation vow; it will
listen to bride and bridegroom voicing their pledge of
faithfulness “until death do us part.” It will see our
dead and our weeping Marys and Marthas, widows,
fatherless and bereaved. But it will preach to all of
the enduring mercies of our God. It will remind us in
our joys and sorrows, that what was done for our
fathers, the Lord is willing and anxious to do also
for us. Surely this stone will be a witness unto us
of past mercies and present joys and duties.
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Like Samuel who set up a stone between Mizpeh
and Shen (1 Samuel 9:12) to commemorate the help
of the Lord, and called that stone Ebenezer, saying:
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” So this stone is
an Ebenezer, “a stone of help.” We are doing a great
work. The building of our new church will tax our
very best talents, and thoughts and support. We can
not expect to build that church in any other way but
as I mentioned to you before under opposing difficul-
ties, and with the help of God. Behold now the walls
are going up, men and devils notwithstanding. We
are ready now to cement this precious memorial stone
into our walls, having laid the cornerstone already.
This stone is preaching to our friends and foes:
‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” This stone is an
Ebenezer.

Like the stone of Jacob upon which he pillowed his
weary head upon his flight, and saw the angels of the
Lord ascending and descending and a ladder reaching
from earth to heaven; so this stone leads us back in
thought to the nights of anguish when God mani-
fested Himself just as wonderfully to a troubled monk
in Wittenberg. Like Jacob who took and pledged to
build a house unto the Lord, so this stone will also
stir us to higher devotion and greater zeal for the Lord,
and when we see this stone on the inside wall of our
new church, it will then not be out of place to whisper
in glad adoration: “Verily this is the gate of heaven,
God is in this place and I knew it not.”

When I showed this stone to different parties, each
saw the importance, the historical beauty in this
stone. Some expressed their emotions. One asked:
,'Is this stone really from the Castle Church? How
did you get it?” One little boy asked, “Probably
Luther had his very hand upon that stone, maybe he
leaned against it sometime.” But whatever our emo-
tions may be, any one who understands a little of the
history of the Reformation is moved by the silent tes-
timony of this memorial stone. And if on this day
I am to dedicate this stone, I can find no more fitting
words than those that will be engraved upon a
bronze plate and fastened underneath this stone in our
new church, words which express the chief purpose
of this stone, words which bring us an ancient message
of grace and mercy, words with Christian joy for to-
day and comfort for to-morrow, and they are none
other than those of Holy Writ:

“Behold this stone shall be a witness unto us, for
it hath heard all the words of the Lord which He
spake unto us; it shall be therefore a witness unto
you, lest ye deny your God.” Amen.

Every saved soul is called to be a herald and a witness;
and we are to aim at nothing less than this, to make every
nation, and every creature in every nation, acquainted with
the Gospel tidings. — Dr. A. T. Pierson.

COMMENTS

“Can’t Justify Them Morally” “You can defend the
Protestant denomi-
nations ecclesiastically but you can’t justify them
morally,” says Dr. John Haynes Holmes, a well-
known writer on religious subjects and pastor of the
Community Church in New York City, in an admit-
tedly intemperate outburst against “denominational-
ism.”  We are quoting from The Literary Digest:
If the churches only differed from one another on issues

alive and worth while, we might find some excuse for the
existence of denominational divisions.

If this church here in this public square were a church of
capitalists who preached as well as practised the religion of
private profits, and this church here in the back street a
church of Socialists who stood for the religion of “each for all
and all for each”; if one church were a church pledged to the
gospel of nationalism, and another church were a church
pledged to the gospel of internationalism; if Mars were openly
worshiped before this altar, and the non-resistant Christ sin-
cerely worshiped before that altar; then the situation would
at least be understandable.

The issues that in the eyes of Dr. Holmes are not
“alive and worth while” are those of doctrine. We
see clearly from his words that his eye is fixed on the
things of this world as on the things that count. He
can understand that the issues between the capitalist
and the socialist, between the nationalist and the in-
ternationalist, the pacifist and the militarist, are im-
portant enough to separate men from each other, at
least to provoke discussion and an effort to gain ad-
herents to one or the other. But he cannot understand
that, for instance, the doctrine of the Lord’s Supper is
so important that the Christian who accepts the words
of his Lord as they stand will withdraw from the fel-
lowship of the other who denies what the Son of God
teaches.

For this reason Dr. Holmes sees as difficulties in
the way of union pride, prejudice and pelf, and declares
that we will not get rid of “this pestiferous abomina-
tion of sect except we become Christians. When we
become Christians,” he says, “we will accept the dic-
tum of Christ Himself that we are His disciples if we
‘have love one for another.” Love one for another, in
the fellowship of the common life of love, must unite
us all in one body of brethren in Christ, for love by
its nature can do no other.”

Intemperate enough, indeed, this “outcry” of Dr.
Holmes and a most uncharitable judgment and con-
demnation of untold numbers of Christians. And un-
Scriptural in the extreme. They who accept the Bible
as the inspired Word of God and faithfully adhere to
it to the extent of refusing to fellowship those who
deny what God teaches are declared no Christians and
lacking the love that ‘Christ seeks in His disciples.
They are accused of causing the divisions in the
church, while the Scriptures declare the very opposite
to be the case: “Mark them which cause divisions and





































