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I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER
Article I

In God Almighty I believe,

Who made the earth and Heaven: —
By Whose sustaining power I live,
Who hath my being given,

Created in His image blest,

In His paternal love I rest, —

He is my gracious Father.

His mercy grants me daily bread,
Health, shelter, comfort, raiment.
His angels’ wings o’er me are spread.
Ne'er could I grant Him payment
For all the gifts His grace bestows.
He soothes away my earthborn woes,
And guards me from all evil.

I merit not His love’s caress, —
His mercy and compassion.

For I am all unworthiness,

And laden with transgression.

But He -forgives when I implore,
Remembers sin and guilt no more,
And showers me with blessing.

For all the kindness shown to me,

O Lord of all creation,

I owe Thee fervent loyalty,

Obedience, adoration.

Dear Father, let my heart and tongue
Give thanks to Thee in prayer and song:
Fill me with love to serve Thee!

Anna Hoppe.

THE SECOND BEATITUDE
“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
Matt. 5, 4

How little does this Beatitude seem to fit into the
present world! How little has it ever found room
among men! Mourning — happiness? Do these
two go together? What happiness is there in mourn-
ing for children of this world? If this Beatitude
would read, “Blessed are the merry,” then, to be sure,
it would fit into the world. For to get as much merri-
ment and amusement out of the present life, has al-
ways been, and is now, the very aim of mortals. Wit-
ness the merry and pleasure-seeking peoples of an-
cient Babylon, of ancient Greece, of Rome, of Jeru-
salem of old, even at the time when this Beatitude was
spoken for the first time. How they were bent upon
enjoying life! Was it not a continuous whirl of
pleasure with them, as St. Paul has it, “The people
sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” Wit-

ness the merry world of today. See how it strains
every nerve to make merry and enjoy a good time.
Visit, if you wish, its sociables, and banquets, and
balls, and theaters, and moving picture shows; see
the display of gay fashions, the never ending joy-
ridings, — and you hear the Beatitude of the world,
“Blessed are the merry.”

“Blessed are they that mourn.” Strange indeed
does this Beatitude of Christ seem to a pleasure-mad
world. How much, do you think, did the people of
the Savior’s time care for such a statement? Did
they not much prefer merriment to mourning? And
today? The leading sentiment is the same as then,
“let us eat and drink, and be merry, for tomorrow
we are dead.”

On the other hand, despite the fact that the
world’s aim is to get as much joy and merriment out
of life as possible, and, therefore, discards this Beati-
tude of the Lord, it goes to the other extreme by
making its bliss universal. Looking upon this world
as it is, men cannot but admit that it is a house of
mourning, so full of woe and misery, of sickness, dis-
tress, and death, and it would seem good news to them,
if every sorrow in the world as such had its benedic-
tion. In the mind of the public the mere fact that one
is mourning, no matter of what source or cause, does
entitle him to consolation. Moreover, social reform-
ers of our day even try to relieve this world of
its miseries, and to make it a more pleasant place to
live in, welcome such doctrine, anticipating that it
would change intolerable conditions to the better.
For that reason they regard Jesus with this Beatitude
in particular as the great social Reformer. They
would apply this Beatitude to external conditions, and
see its practical results in the changes of external cir-
cumstances only.

How far are such notions from the true meaning
of the second Beatitude! The blessedness which the
Lord pronounces upon those that mourn is not that
which springs from the mere alteration of external
circumstances, or from any natural cause. The seat
of all true happiness lies within, resulting from a dis-
position which God himself has created.

“Blessed are they that mourn.” There is a sinful
mourning, which is an enemy to all blessedness — the
sorrow: of the world. “The sorrow of the world work-
eth death,” says Paul. The mourning of Cain, who
said unto God, “my punishment is greater than I can
bear,” the mourning of Saul, who despairing of God
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sought refuge with a familiar spirit, and finally com-
mitted suicide, the mourning of Judas Iscariot, who
feeling the pangs of remorse for having betrayed his
Master was given to utter hopelessness and despera-
tion, — was sorrow unto death. Alas, the world is
replete with such sorrow. The number of those ad-
dicted to despairing melancholy upon a spiritual ac-
count, having lived a life of vice and shame, as well
as of those given to disconsolate grief upon a tem-
poral account, murmuring against God and His ways
in times of adversity, is legion.

The mourning which qualifies for blessedness is a
gracious mourning, a godly sorrow, of which Paul
says, 2 Cor. 7, 10, “Godly sorrow worketh repentance
to salvation not to be repented of.” It is a sorrow
according to God, which has reference to God, and
which is in accordance with His will; that is to say,
which is pleasing to Him. In other words, it is
mourning for sin, not its consequences but its enor-
mity as rebellion against the majesty of God, and as
having grieved Him to the very heart, even as David
confesses before God, “Against thee, thee only, have
I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou
mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be
clear when thou judgest.”” Those are God’s mourn-
ers, who live a life of repentance, who lament the
corruption of their nature, their many actual trans-
gressions, and God’s displeasure with them on this
account. Sorrow for actions because they have
brought suffering upon a person is not sorrow for sin.
This comes only when the Law of God enters. This
reveals the true nature of sin and enforces its de-
mands by divine authority. It makes known the
righteousness which God requires as pertaining not
only to the outward actions through the members of
the body, but to the actions of the soul in its thoughts
and feelings and volitions as well as in its expression
in words and works. “I had not known sin but by the
law, for I had not known lust except the law had said,
Thou shall not covet.” Rom. 7, 7.

A very large amount of the superficiality and easy-
goingness of the Christianity of today comes just from
this, that so many who call themselves Christians
have never once got a glimpse of themselves as they
really are. There are few things which the Christians
of this day need more than an intenser realization of
the fact, and the gravity of the fact, of personal sin-
fulness. There lies the root of the shallowness of so
much that calls itself Christianity in the world today.
It is the source of many an evil under which the
Church is groaning, viz., lack of the fear of God, fail-
ure of gratitude for spiritual blessings, failure of
prayer and intercession, of reproving erring brethren,
neglect of Christian duties, indifference to the Divine
Word, want of interest in the upbuilding of the King-
dom of Christ, etc. If many of those who compla-
cently put themselves down in the census as Chris-

tians could but once see themselves as they are in the
searching light of God’s holy Law, they would find
reason to cry out with St. Paul in the anguish of their
soul: “O wretched man that T am! who shall deliver
me from the body of this death.”

Of course, there is no prescription about depth or
amount or length of time which this mourning for sin
shall be felt. No one need to trouble himself about
the question, Have I mourned enough? The one
question is: “Has my sorrow for sin led me to cast
myself on Christ, the Savior of sinners?” It is not
our sorrow that is going to wash away our sin, it is

Christ’s blood.

“Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone,

Thou must save, and Thou alone.”

Not my penitence, but Christ’s death, is the ground
of salvation of every one that is saved at all. And
this is the very purpose of the mourning which quali-
fies for blessedness — to lead man to faith in Christ,
the Savior of sinners. Such mourning implies “re-
pentance toward God,” the turning from sin to the
Father for grace and mercy, even as did the prodigal,
saying, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in
thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy
son: make me as one of thy hired servants.”

“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted.” How different from the world in its
fancied comforts! The merriment of the world is
hollow, it does not ring true. Its joy is simulated,
false, and destructive. See how the rich man who was
dressed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuous-
ly, that is, lived a life of pleasure, every day, was be-
guiled into eternal woe. There is no comfort for the
giddy and pleasure-mad world.

Comfort, true comfort and consolation is prom-
ised only to God’s mourners. He that has despaired
of self, and has become empty, helpless, sincerely
mourning his utter sinfulness and looking to the
Lamb of God for forgiveness, is comforted; he has
true joy, his heart is filled with the peace of God, he
knows himself God’s child and heir. The deeper
down one goes into the depths the surer is the re-
bound, and the more shall he be comforted with true
happiness. It is those who have poverty of spirit,
and mourning based upon it, and only they, who pass
into the sweetest, sacredest recesses of Christ’s heart,
and there find all-sufficient consolation.

That consolation Christ offers us in His Word. Tt
is there that all true mourners hear His comforting
voice: “Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise
cast out.” Yea, “Come unto me all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” It is there
that the Lord directs to them such comfortable words
as these, “As one whom his mother comforteth, so
will T comfort you.” Is. 66, 13. “Comfort ye, com-
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fort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye com-
fortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her war-
fare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for
she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all
Is. 40, 12.

The springs of consolation flow continuously, and
wherever the Gospel of Christ is preached, offering
the treasures of grace, the mourner is filled with true
heavenly joy and happiness. The heart laughs, sings,
and exalts. Yes, and it grows strong and hurls de-
fiance at the enemies: “If God be for us, who shall be
against us? He that spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for wus all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things?” Rom. 8, 31, 32.

In like manner, that consolation will come in the
most refreshing form to those who take their outward
sorrows, and link them with this sense of mourning.
The sea of troubles, the heartache, the thousand natur-
al shocks that flesh is heir to, sickness, poverty, dis-
tress, the pangs of despised love, the oppressor’s
wrong, untimely death of beloved ones — all these
things shall be blessed to the mourner. In recognizing
the real cause of all earthly trouble the mourner will
learn to bow in submission to the will of God, and
there lies the way to consolation in all chastisements.
If we will only “lie still, let Him strike home, and
bless the rod,” the rod will blossom and bear fruit.
“Before I was afflicted, I went astray. It is-good for
me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy
statutes.” Ps. 119, 67. Even this is a blessed fruit
of mourning, if we weep with them that weep. A
sympathising mourning for the afflictions of others, a
mourning for the desolations of Zion, especially a
compassion on perishing souls, will certainly be
blessed, blessed for one’s own edification, blessed with
the longing of restoring Zion, and meeting the needs
of the Church, blessed with the missionary spirit.

her sins.”

And what shall we say of that future consolation
promised to the mourners, of that consolation in
heaven, where “God Himself shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes?” The hope of these consolations is
itself consolation, and the hope becomes all the more
bright as we walk through this vale of tears. The
happiness of heaven consists in being perfectly and
eternally comforted. It is the joy of our Lord; a
fulness of joy and pleasures for ever more. Heaven
will be heaven indeed to those who go mourning
thither # it will be a harvest of joy. “They that sow
in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

Ps. 26, 5, 6. I ]

In the meager test of neighborliness most of us
come short of perfect obedience.

‘with their 217 churches were next in order.
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COMMENTS
Chicago Lutherans Lead In a report, reprinted else-
where in this issue, is

shown in detail how the protestant churches of Chi-
cago increased in membership during the past year.
The Lutherans report the largest gains for their 175
churches; the Methodists, numerically the strongest
It is
quite possible that this census is accurate, though
many Lutherans are excessively cautious in making
returns to private statisticians. “Numbering the
people” may easily become a vainglorious undertaking
but when it is merely done to offer the necessary in-
formation to such who would otherwise be working
in the dark — mission boards, for example, there can
be no harm.

Of the increase among Chicago Lutherans nothing
can be said that does not apply to other cities, down
to the smallest. Much of our increase today is little
better than reclamation service. We are getting back
a few of those who deserted their church in the past.
Again, the cities are the goal of many of our rural
members and this large element of city increase is not
a net gain at all; it represents a loss of some other
church. We are very fortunate in having a steady
source of increase in our schools leading to confirma-
tion. That, in turn, raises the question whether the
many Lutheran Churches that are getting along with-
out schools are preparing for future growth in any
dependable manner. It is often possible to secure a
passing interest in the church from such who wish
their routine thoughts disturbed as little as possible —
but will it last?

It is gratifying to read that the Lutherans are in-
creasing; we feel it should be so, for the power of
the Gospel can not be denied if there are devoted
preachers and church-members who proclaim it in its
purity. But let us not become slaves to the vice of
worshiping numbers. Often numbers conceal fatal

defects. Mushroom growth means rapid decay in
most instances. H. K. M.
* * * * *
“Statistics A Superficial Test” In an editorial on
“What Do  Church

Statistics Mean?” the Federal Council Bulletin says:

“The question is not how many belong to church, but
how much does church membership mean. This is something
on which no census can be taken. It is even possible that
growth in numbers might mean a genuine loss. Surely it
would be a loss if it were to lull us into a sense of smug self-
satisfaction, or to delude us as to what constitutes real suc-
cess. The final answer to the question as to whether the
church is fulfilling its mission is not the extent to which we
have brought the community into the church, but the extent
to which we have put the church into the life of the com-
munity.” —The Baptist.

It is simply a question whether statistics are nrade
to serve the work of the (Church or whether they are
permitted to dominate the work. Where the latter is



180

The Northwestern Lutheran

The Northwestern Lutheran, edited by a committee, pub-
lished bi-weekly by the Northwestern Publishing House of
Milwaukee, Wis., at $1.25 per year.

In Milwaukee and Canada single copy by mail $1.50 per year.

All subscriptions are to be paid for in advance or at least
within the first three months of the year.

In the interest of, and maintained by the Ev. Luth. Joint
Synod of Wisconsin and Other States.

Entered as Second Class Matter Dec. 30th, 1913, under the.

Act of March 3rd, 1879.

Acceptance for mailing at the special rate of postage as pro-
vided for im Section 1103, Acts of Oct. 3rd, 1917, authorized
Aug. 26th, 1918.

Address all communications concerning the editorial depart-
ment to Rev. John Jenny, 637 Mitchell St., Milwaukee, Wis.

Address all news items to Rev. F. Graeber, 3709 Sycamore
St., Milwaukee, Wis.

Send all business correspondence, remittances, etc., to North-
western Publishing House, 263 Fourth St., Milwaukee, Wis.

the case, the result will be that our work is external-
ized and that wrong means will be employed to get
quick and tangible results. The church will be de-
spiritualized

There is, however, another angle. Much number-
ing and charting may be done — while the real work
rests. This situation is characterized by a quip we
found in an exchange:

Rastus— ‘Yo’ done said yo’ could lick me.”

Jasper—“Uhum, T sho’ did; want to see me demon-
strate?”

Rastus—“No, indeed; I’se just gathering statis-
tics.” J. B.

* * * * *

“Thirty Pieces of Silver” The Ku Klux Klan intro-

duced itself to Marion, Il-
linois, the other day. It went to church. They
brought along thirty dollars and presented the purse
to the evangelist holding services there. No more
fitting amount could have been found. For “thirty
pieces of silver” Judas betrayed his Master. And if
any church can be bought by the Klan or anybody else
with silver, then let it be with “thirty” pieces so it may
not have so far to go in finding out where it belongs.
__The Southern protestant clergy must be in a bad
way if it has to take up with the Klan and such ilk
to find an outlet for its powers. At their own valua-
tion the price that bought Judas is too high a price to
pay them. We know of some who wouldn’t give thir-
ty coppers for their co-operation. The pity of it is,
they are not so much selling themselves as they are
selling out their poor followers. The Klan uses the
“fiery cross” to impress the gullible mob. One could
find a deeper significance between the cross and their
activities if one would bear in mind the connection that
Judas had with the cross and they have focused our
mirids ‘on Judas with the blood money they offer to
churches for helping them in their dark designs.

H. K. M.

“Watch Therefore” To such as take this admonition
of our Savior seriously, and,
thanks be to God, their number is not inconsiderable,
the happenings in the “church” have a deep signifi-
cance. The following, from the Wisconsin News is an
instance of what we have in mind:

Church people and many others interested in the possibili-

ties beyond life were discussing Tuesday the prediction made

Monday at Spokane, Wash., by the Right Rev. Herman Page,
bishop of the Spokane diocese of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, that communication with the spirits of the dead “will
eventually be as possible as it is now to communicate by
wireless.”

Bishop Page made this forecast at the meeting of the
Spokane Ministerial alliance. He took occasion to give recog-
nition to the Christian Science Church, which, he said, would
progress as long as other churches refrained from taking part
in the movement of spiritual healing. The bishop added that
he had “no antipathy toward spiritualism.”

In his opinion, “the world today is drifting toward a
spiritualistic movement which, though still in its infancy, may
develop to great heights.”

Yes, the drift of the times is undeniably “toward
a spiritualistic movement” but the watchful Christian
will bear in mind that it is written: “Beloved, believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out into
the world.” The observant believer will understand
why in our day the authority of the Word and the
Divinity of Jesus Christ are so studiously and so in-
sistently “selected as the point of attack. You cannot
relinquish one of these tenets of our faith and retain
the other: they stand and fall together. Of the spirit
of denial making itself so manifest in the world of to-
day St. John says: “And this is that spirit of anti-
Christ, whereof ye have heard that it should come;
and even now already is it in the world.” This is the
same spirit as said of old: “Yea, hath God said?”
So, it can hardly be said that this spirit “is still in its
infancy.” It can only be considered as “developing to
great heights” when you bear in mind the great
depths at which it is born and the impudence and as-
surance with which it flaunts the flag of rebellion in
the very face of the Living God. Yes, let us watch
and pray for the Great Day draws nigh. G.

* * * * *

The Author of Authority We Americans love meet-

ings. Whenever anything
agitates our separate minds a meeting is called. Then
there is a chairman, some speakers, motions are made,
resolutions are passed, and now and then a member
who has had experience in other meetings “rises to a
point of order.” Most meetings run along peace-
ably enough; one should think that most of them
wouldn’t. Get two or three men together at a street
corner and soon the discussion waxes warm and
voices are raised in heated argument, two and three at
a time. But in meeting assembled we get along beau-
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tifully, thanks to General Henry M. Robert, U. S.
Army. Somewhere, in school or somewhere else, ev-
ery American seems to pick up a sort of reverence and
respect for the almost mythical General Robert. When
Robert’s Rules of Order decide a point it is decided
indeed. To quote Robert’s Rule is far more effective
to quell a riotous meeting than a squad of police. It
appears to us that the “Rules” enjoy respect far more
fully and unquestioningly than the Constitution or any
other set of laws or ordinances. So mighty is their
power that one thardly dared to think that any man
formulated them; they seem so much like revealed
authority. It is still hard, or was hard, to think of
the author of these puissant rules as a man, a com-
mon mortal like ourselves, and still alive. Just the
other day he was laid to rest. — There must be order,
in church meetings as well as in others. Robert’s
“Rules” are excellent as rules, but there is something
about a chairman of a church meeting who insists
upon a liberal observance of these rules that strikes
us as foreign in spirit to the purpose for which church
meetings are held. If a member uses his knowledge
of Robert’s code to thwart the manifest purpose of the
meeting, if a chairman disposes of an inconvenient but
sincere speaker by wielding his gavel of authority be-
cause he happens to have the “Rules” on his side, we
should consider a presiding officer who does or tol-
" erates such things as extremely unfit. The “Rules”
are technical, and technical matters should never hind-
er a genuine expression of opinion in matters of the
church or of the faith. In church matters the rule of
majority applies only to the most external and unim-
portant things; for that reason the rules governing
the manner in which majorities are established on any
given question are not nearly so important as they
would be at such meetings where majorities really
matter. We have great admiration and respect for the
author of Robert’s “Rules” but we are not inclined to
consider them the final authority in our meetings.
H. K. M.

* * * * *

A Bankrupt Congregation A few of our most faith-

ful readers may recall
that some time ago it was said in these columns that
to the writer’s knowledge no Christian church had
ever bankrupted. The point was made to show that
Christian ministers, who are usually cried down as the
most hopeless breed of men in affairs of business, are
not so hopeless after all in directing financial affairs.
Now we are forced to report that a congregation has
knocked our fine argument flat by filing a voluntary
petition in bankruptcy. But we are eager to save as
much out of the wreck as possible by pointing out that
the congregation in question was not a Christian con-
gregation at all but was one of the Christian Science
societies, Chicago, number seventeen. As may be
generally known, such societies have no regular pas-

tor, being served by two readers at their meetings.
Furthermore, it might as well be admitted that they
are most efficiently managed in financial affairs by
stringent rules laid down by the “mother church.” Of
all religious organizations Christian Science is finan-
cially speaking the best managed, then comes the
Mormon Church of the Latter Day Saints, and a long
way behind, the Roman (Catholic Church. It is the
“good business” policy of Christian Science, no doubt,
that counseled going into bankruptcy to obviate the
necessity of paying irksome debts. Just how much of
Christian Science is bankrupt at this time, besides the
financial affairs of the Seventeenth Church of Chicago,
is difficult to determine. So much depends upon the
court which examines its affairs. — Other courts are
still busy ironing out the differences caused by the
summary removal of one of the supreme directors by
the others. The ousted director maintains that he
was removed, not for failure to perform the duties of
his office, but because of the hostility and personal
dislike of his fellow-members. From this man’s ver-
sion it appears that he was too serious to please the
others. He would not play with them when they were
in their more frivolous moods. For example, he re-
fused to attend a musical comedy with them, main-
taining that it would not redound to the credit of the
Christian Science Church if the whole board of di-
rectors were to be seen at such a questionable amuse-
ment. He also alleges that at numerous meetings of
the board certain stories were related with evident
relish that called forth his censure because they were
of a sort that gentlemen of refinement would not listen
to, let alone be guilty of inflictingt them upon others.

His objecting to their lack of dignity and decorum,

more than anything else, made him unpopular with his
colleagues and caused his dismissal, he maintains. It
would appear that more is bankrupt in Christian
Science than just the Seventeenth Church of Chicago.

k * * * *
Why? Again and again uninformed Lutherans ask,
Why do not all Lutheran bodies unite? The
cause is not the difference in language. Nor is it a
false synodical loyalty. Omne of the reasons may be
learned from the following items taken from the Lu-

theran Witness:

The entire local Commandery of the Knights Templar
Masons attended services in Trinity Lutheran Church, Lan-
caster Co., Pa., May 10, when Dr. A. B. MacIntosh “preached
a special sermon to the Knights.” It is this sort of thing that
keeps Lutheranism a body divided into two camps, — this and
such incidents as the joint Good Friday service at Fort Wayne,
in which Rev. P. H. Krauss spoke from the same platform with
the Congregationalist preacher, Dr. Folsom, who has publicly
denied the atonement. Both Revs. Krauss and MacIntosh are
members of the United Lutheran Church (Merger Synod).

* * * * *

At Dallas, Tex., Rev. R. G. Kuhn, of the United Lutheran

Church, invites our parishioners to a First Lutheran Church












