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The Lord our God be with us,

as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57.
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“UNTO YOU WHO BELIEVE HE IS

PRECIOUS”

1 Peter 2, verse 7
O Jesus, precious Jesus,
Incarnate Son of God,

From Heaven Thou descendest
To shed Thy holy Blood

On Calv'ry’s cross-crowned mountain,

That I, conceived in sin,
Might at the cleansing fountain
Be purged from every stain.

O Jesus, precious Jesus,

How couldst Thou love me so,
To purchase my redemption,
To wash me white as snow?
To clothe me in Thy raiment
Of righteousness divine?

How can I grant Thee payment
For this deep love of Thine?

O Jesus, precious Jesus,
Redeemer, Love Divine,

More precious than the jewels
Found in earth’s richest mine!
Thou art my highest Treasure,
My noblest, purest Joy!

In Thee I find true pleasure
And bliss without alloy!

O Jesus, precious Jesus,
While here below I dwell,
Of all Thy loving-kindness
And mercy I shall tell!

In love’'s complete surrender,
My talents, silver, gold,

My All to Thee I tender,

O let me naught withhold!

O Jesus, precious Jesus,

My ever-faithful Friend,

When clouds of trouble gather,
Thy solace Thou dost send!

In sorrow, in affliction,

Or when oppressed by fears,
Thy comfort’s benediction

Doth wipe away all tears!

O Jesus, precious Jesus,

Death has no terrors now,

Since Thou its power hast broken
Thou blest Deliv'rer Thou!
When soul and body sever

My spirit shall arise,

To share, O risen Savior,

Thy blood-bought Paradise.

O Jesus, precious Jesus,

T,oved Bridegroom of my soul
My Life and Resurrection,

Thy Name I shall extol!

Accept while here I wander,
My feeble hymns of praise,
Until in glory yonder

The triumph-song I raise!

O Jesus, precious Jesus,

In Salem’s realm afar,

Thy Father’s House awaits me,
‘Where many mansions are!
Here to believers precious,
What bliss, what ecstasy

Shall fill Thy loved ones, Jesus,

When evermore with Thee! Anna Hoppe.

For Thine Is The Kingdom And The Power And The
Glory Forever. Amen.
Matt. 6:13

Iike a grand finale to a great choral opus these
words make a fitting close to the greatest of all
prayers. We find a correlate to these words in the
doxclogy of David at the close of his reign: “Thine,
O lLord, is the greatness, and the power, and the
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that
is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the
Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above
all.” 1 Cor. 29:11.

Tt is not our intention to descant on the greatness
and glory of God, as expressed in the doxology of the
Lord’s prayer. We should darken counsel on such a
subject by words without much knowledge. The very
first excursion of thought here perplexes us with the
immensity by which we are surrounded. It is our
intention rather to consider these closing words with
respect to their practical bearings, and to show in a
measure the ends for which they are added to the
petitions.

“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever.” These words are the ground of our
assurance that all of the petitions in the Lord’s prayer
are answered. We have been asking much in the few
words of this prayer. It is all-comprehensive in its
askings for the things we need for this life and the
life hereafter. The deepest needs of our lives, the
longings of our souls, our hopes for time and eternity,
have all been brought before our heavenly Father.
There is not a need, both spiritual and physical, not a
single necessary gift which we do not present to God
in this prayer. But is there a listening ear to our
prayers? Is there a heart that feels for us? And has
the one who has the listening ear, and the sympathetic
heart, the power to meet our needs?

Rev C Buenger

Jan 24

65 N Ridge
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‘We find the answer to these questions in this
doxology. That gives us assurance in God. We are
not praying to one who may fail us. Nor are we
basing our confidence in the fixed laws of nature, or
in the power and skill of men; no, our confidence is
grounded in Him, whom we address: “Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.”

“Thine is the kingdom.” Whose kingdom? The
kingdom of Him who is the Father of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. That is none other than the
kingdom of grace; and all the things we are bidden to
pray for pertain to this kingdom. Or is it not there
that the Name of our heavenly Father is hallowed?
Is it not there that His will is to be done, His gracious
and good will for man’s salvation, as revealed in the
Gospel of our Savior, His will of holiness, filling the
hearts of all of the members of that kingdom? Fur-
thermore, is it not the part of the King to care for the
welfare of His subjects? Can our heavenly Father
withhold anything that is needful for the welfare of
life in this world? Again, is it not in the Kingdom of
God and the Father of all mercy alone that forgive-
ness of sins is to be found; that there alone we can
expect to overcome sin, the world, and the devil, to
conquer temptation? Are not the bulwarks of this
kingdom the only walls strong enough to repel the
assaults of the Evil One, and within them the only
place where we can surely find deliverance from ali
evil?

It is upon this ground we confidently expect the
answer to our prayers: ‘“Thine is the kingdom.”
Thou, O heavenly Father, wilt not fail to guard and
prosper the things that belong to Thy kingdom; Thou
canst not fail to hear our prayers when we ask for
the things we need, and which Thou hast promised;
Thou canst not deny our petitions when we ask for
that without which it would be utterly impossible
for us to remain in Thy kingdom, such as the gift of
the Holy Ghost, the pure teaching of Thy Holy Word,
the forgiveness, etc. O Lord, we are confident that
Thou wilt hear our prayers when we ask for that
which is for the increase and prosperity of the king-
dom which it is Thine to govern.

Again we say, “Thine is the power.” This is an-
other ground of assurance for an answer to our
prayers, as indeed God’s power is nowhere more
clearly shown than in His answers to prayer. We
have reason often to resort to this great idea to support
our faith in God’s promises respecting our petitions.
How often have we been, or may we be exposed to
troubles where there is no help in sight, and where,
if left to ourselves, we must utterly despair of extri-
cating ourselves! How often may we be placed in
circumstances of temptation, which, if left to our own
strength, we cannot resist? What insurmountable
obstacles may be placed in our way, — obstacles which
defy every human means to overcome them! Whither,

then, are we to resort for strength to rise superior to
all the trials and temptations, as well as obstacles of
every sort which beset the Christian’s path?

But is there no limit to God’s power when answer
to prayer is concerned? Can God change the laws of
nature, of time, of space, should such be required in
the case? Can He alter a heap of circumstances which
we might be up against? Can He shake the fate of
men, of nations, and the world, to answer a solitary
prayer?

Our Father to whom we pray has authority over
all men; nations, creatures. Our Lord asserts this
concerning himself: “All power in heaven and earth
is given into my hands.” Thus also St. Paul says
these wonderful words of our Savior: “For by him
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, all powers: all
things were created by him, and for him.” Col. 1:16.
If all things are created by our Lord, and for him,
whether they be animate or inanimate creatures,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principali-
ties, then they must all serve His purpose in answering
our prayers. All men, nations, creatures, even the
angels in heaven, are at His command, and must do
His bidding. They move and exist by His power, and
are governed by Him.

God’s power to answer our prayers knows no limit.
See one or two instances of the past in proof of this.
Moses, in extremity of peril, with the lives of his na-
tive people upon his shoulders, pursued by the army
of Pharaoh, and the pathless waters of the Red Sea
staying his feet, cried to God for deliverance. The
answer was. “Stretch forth the rod that is in thine
hand.” And Moses stretching it forth, the waves
parted, and the Israelites marched through safely,
while the Egyptian army was swallowed up by the
waters of the deep. You recollect the answer to
Luther’s prayer, when his friend and co-laborer
Melanchthon was apparently already in the very last
moments of life, and it seemed as if death had already
laid his seal upon him, while Luther deemed that
man’s services indispensable for the work of the Re-
formation — you remember how he then poured out
before God all the promises to believing prayer that
he knew of in the Scriptures, and then saw what all
the physicians of earth could not have done — Me-
lanchthon restored to life, God’s answer to his prayer.

That same power is His even now, and the hum-
blest child of God can claim it as fully as any of the
mighty men of prayer in past days. With simple
prayer we grasp the power of God governing the whole
universe by saying, “Thine is the power.”

And “Thine is the glory.” Another grand assur-
ance for the answer of our prayers. Our Father to
whom we pray is a glorious God. Not only is He
glorious in His majesty divine, in His strength and
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might, in His sovereignty, but above all in His char-
acter and name. We see the glory of God in the
works of nature, in the infinite and wonderful wisdom
which is revealed in the smallest part of His creation,
but above all, do we see His glory in His immeasurable
love toward His redeemed children. And coming to
Him as His little children in our prayers, pleading with
Him in the very words He has given us, will not His
love prompt Him to hear us, to take our hands and
lead us, to cheer us when we are sad, to give us what-
ever we need for body and soul, for time and eternity,
to fit us for our homecoming to dwell with Him?
Could a father do less?

Tt is for the glory of His most precious name by
which He reveals Himself to the praying soul, when
God hears our prayers. That name is “Prayer-
Hearer.” “O Thou that hearest prayer, unto.thee
shall flesh come.” Ps. 65:2. That name which com-
prises all of His glorious promises with respect to
prayer will never be forfeited, but for the glory of
God shall be vindicated. In granting our petitions
God’s name is glorified.

Lastly. To all this we are taught to affix our
“Amen.” Once more we sum up all that we have
prayed for, and our unfaltering faith, by saying Amen.
“Amen, Amen, it shall be so.” The prayer is already
registered in the records of heaven; and though the
time of its complete fulfilment may tarry, the stamp
and seal of God’s approval is already placed upon
it. This is verified by the words of St. John (1 Jno.
5:14-15), “This is the boldness which we have toward
him; that if we ask anything according to his will,
he heareth us: and if we know that he heareth us
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the peti-
tions that we desired of him.” J. J.

COMMENTS

Much has been written in praise of
the broadcasting of sermons and of
entire services. It has been called a blessing to the
shut-ins and to the isolated. Many are reached by
broadcasting, we are told, who could never be induced
to enter a church. The Rev. Phillips E. Osgood of
Minneapolis in an article that appeared in The Living
Church presents the other side of the question.

Increasingly, I hear from rural ministers and people that
the Sunday broadcasting of services is lggeping their people
from church attendance, and hurting their allegiance to the
local church. People say, “Why should we plod out in this
bad walking, or drive into town to our salt-box-sized church
with its small choir and its average preacher, when we can sit
comfortably at home and hear a great chorus choir and a star
preacher in Detroit, or Pasadena, or Chicago, or the Twin
cities? We can get more by staying at home than we can get
by going to our little church.”

Now can they? What is Church worship? Is it pious en-
tertainment? Is it only choir music and sermon? If church
attendance is only for passive beneficiaries composing an au-
dience, perhaps the wireless does little harm by enlarging the

The Other Side

scope of this passive beneficiarism. But is church attendance
only this?

Personal presence in a congregation for purposes of cor-
porate prayer, praise, and worship has some claims. The
Communion service can never be administered by wireless.
Somehow, the Creed loses out via wireless. Prayers are not in
chorus of petition by wireless. Listeners-in seldom even say
an Amen. I have known people who started to sing hymns
with the distant congregation but they soon stopped; ‘it
sounded so foolish without the congregation all 'round, all
singing.” The wireless hearer does not kneel for the prayers
nor stand during- praise; he sits in a rocking chair, blandly
interested.

We consider the point well taken. Nothing can
take the place of personal attendance at public wor-
ship. The church-goer is not merely a hearer, but a
preacher as well, the listener-in, a hearer only, at the
best. There is wanting the public confession, the
contact of Christian fellowship and, it is to be feared,
often the spirit of devotion. While we know that the
work of the Spirit is not bound to time and place,
experience proves that it is a blessed privilege to
leave for a time the scene of our daily toils and pleas-
ure and to spend an hour or two in the house of the
Lord, where the mind is not every minute distracted
from our devotion by the things of this world that
have so strong a hold on our interest. The Christian
shut-in will tell you how greatly he misses the op-
portunity to worship with his fellow-Christians.

The writer would not deprive these sufferers of the
benefit of broadcasted services, but suggests that the
broadcasting be done at a time when it does not in-
terfere with the public services of the church.

So far he has steadfastly refused to broadcast his
services for reasons that cannot but appeal to us. He
states them as follows:

I judge no one else. Other ministers have as much right
to their opinion as I have. More logically than I, they may
have reasoned out that the blessings imparted by broadcast-
ing Sunday services are greater than the risks involved. They
may have a perfectly clear conscience toward the rural Chris-
tians; they may even see a way I do not see to use the wire-
less on Sundays to build up loyalty to those village churches.
I may err in judgment; certainly, among the city clergy, and
the wireless advocates, I am in a minority just now. Yet,
with the potential power of such a church as St. Mark’s, I feel
very seriously the obligation not to turn its attraction into
wrong channels. We could, if we dared to enter the field, be-
come a strong rival to many church interests with which we
ought to co-operate. We must not exploit our prestige and
resources. The general Church has a hard enough time al-
ready with line-of-least-resistance folk. May we not help a
bit along the right lines of worship and church loyalty by
respectfully declining to participate in Sunday broadcasting
until it can be proved more a help than a hindrance? What if
St. Mark’s would gain publicity and advantage by embarking
on a policy of broadcasting its regular services? If this
hypothetical advantage were a difficulty to our sister-churches
we must abstain.

Would the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews change
his plea for the wireless? “Let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is.”
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Would the Master alter His promise of His presence
“where two or three are gathered together,” adapting it to
listening-in?

St. Chrysostom’s collect still echoes beautifully in our
hearts. “Almighty ‘God, who hast given us grace at this time
with one accord to make our common supplications unto Thee;
and dost promise that, when two or three are gathered to-
gether in Thy name, Thou wilt grant their requests—"

No, the real worshipper will still say: “I was glad when
they said unto me, We will go into the House of the Lord.”

J: B.

£ * * * *

Under the above head the
Chicago Tribune a few days
ago printed an editorial
which, because we think it will interest our readers,
we present in the following:

“Religion and Moral
Instruction of Youth”

The Chicago Sunday School Association, a Protestant
interdenominational body, estimates that there are more than
half a million of the youth of Chicago who are receiving no
religious instruction of any kind, Jewish, Catholic, or Protes-
tant.

As a corollary, the association believes, crime among
adolescents in Chicago has increased 30 per cent since the war
began. Bishop Nicholson is quoted as estimating that 85 per
cent of Chicago’s crime is committed by boys under 21 years
of age. We do not know whether this figure has a statistical
foundation, but the association cites Judge Humphrey of
Queens County Court, New York, in the conclusion that “our
crime is committed almost wholly by those whom the Sunday
school does not reach,” and he adds that “of the thousands of
cases before me during the last sixteen years there has been
only one offender actively connected with the Sunday school.”

The association further asserts there are fifteen schools
maintained by radicals in New York, employing Sunday school
methods for the inculcation of radical ideas on religion and
morality; that three have been reported in Chicago and that
many more are planned for American cities.

We think the association is emphasizing one of the most
serious problems before the American people. Roosevelt said,
“people educated in intellect and not educated in morals and
religion will become a menace to our nation,” and we would
add that moral and religious instruction, if it is to have effect,
must be given in youth while mind and character are forming.

Powerful agencies exist for religious and moral education
in the churches through their Sunday schools and many re-
lated activities, and the Catholics, the Tutherans, and in the

Atlantic states the Episcopalians maintain also a system of
parochial schools in which secular education as well as re-
ligious instruction is provided. Among the Protestant church-
es interdenominational organizations like the Sunday School
Association and the Sunday School council, now merged, are
at work unifying and extending the educational forces of the
Protestant churches. The service to the social health of
American society of these many religious agencies is inade-
quately realized. If it were realized and if the need of the
nation for it were realized it would be better supported. Cer-
tainly our country and its institutions, founded as they are
upon the character of our people and not upon mere legal
and political forms, cannot hope to prosper without the cur-
rent of religious and moral influence kept flowing by these
organizations.

But while we may hope the increasing scope and efficiency
of religious agencies will progressively reduce the number of
our youth which is out of their reach, the fact cited by the
Sunday School Association, that over a half million of Cook
county’s youth get no religious or moral instruction of any
kind, must remind us that we have here a special problem.
We believe that instruction in morals must lack a good deal
of force when divorced from religious inspiration, but morals
have a validity apart from any religious sanction, and it is of
the gravest social importance that all our youth should be
taught the significance and value of those principles of right
conduct upon which civilized society depends.

This is a duty of society to itself, a prime responsibility of
the state. Our constitutional principle, which separates church
from state, involves the problem of separating religious from
moral instruction if we are to include the latter in the public
schools. It does not imply that the state, because it keeps out
of the religious field, can also afford to neglect moral instruc-
tion of its prospective citizens. President Emeritus Eliot, one
of the greatest of American educators, says that ethical train-
ing is the most important subject to be brought back into
American schools. “We desperately need,” he writes for a
symposium in Current Affairs, “to have the general prin-
ciples of justice, honesty, truthfulness, mercy, and good will
to men, to all sorts and conditions of men, taught in our public
schools.”

We, of course, are convinced that what our growing
generation needs more than anything else is moral
training; but we are just as strongly convinced that
any training which is not based on religion will not
fill the needs — will fall short of being real moral
training. When the Bible asks obedience to God’s
Law “in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ,” it
is not suggesting a possible motive for experimental
use, but mentioning the only true incentive to correct
conduct which satisfies all requirements — to God, to
your neighbor, to yourself.

The enemies of the Christian religion are well
aware of what gttempts are being made to introduce
the Bible into the public school on the one hand, or to
march the public school in closed formation over into
the Bible camp, on the other. They resent such ac-
tion as a violation of their constitutional rights, and
very properly, too. Under the title “Religion Forced
on New York School Children,” the Milwaukee
Leader recently printed the following:

Business, financial and church interests which have been
balked for years in their efforts to install compulsory religious
instruction in the public schools of New York City, at last
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have succeeded, by a flank movement. Under the state’s basic
law they can’t technically, do it. But there were shrewd heads
among them with plenty of practice in getting around laws
they can’t get through. So now the children will be marched
from the classrooms, at the close of the regular school day, to
nearby churches and there be given instruction calculated,
among other things, to look to a world hereafter for happiness.
The instruction will be administered by about 6,000 public
school teachers who are members of the Protestant Teachers’
Association. i G.

“YOUR ZEAL HATH PROVOKED MANY”

“Your zeal hath provoked many” — the apostle
writes to the Corinthians, referring to a collection for
the suffering brethren at Jerusalem. “Let us con-
sider one another, to provoke unto love and to good
works,” is the admonition of Hebrews ten. That is
the service a Christian owes his brother. It is the
service every one of us is called to render the brethren
in our synod especially at this time. We want to
build a new seminary and to free our synod of its
debts. For this twofold purpose we will have to
have $700,000. Our object is to raise this sum. But
that is not our chief object. To collect $700,000 among
our many members should not be regarded as a really
strenuous task, that is, as far as the money itself is
concerned. The money is not wanting, and the money
itself would do us very little good. What our deficit
plainly shows is this, we have been wanting a consum-
ing zeal for the cause of our Lord and a burning love
for the souls of men. Romans ten, Paul says: “How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel
of peace and bring glad tidings of good things.” Paul
says this from his whole heart, and that is sufficient
for the cause of the gospel. It matters not whether
or not he has money, Paul will preach the gospel some-
where and somehow, for he has learned to live it. If
we all had been filled with the spirit of the apostle
these late years, there would be no deficit today, and
we would have done by far more work in the vine-
yard of the Lord. Whatever has been done by us,
has been done not chiefly because we have had money,
but because the Spirit of God has filled our hearts with
love for the Savior. Upon that everything depends.
What is required now is not so much a financial ef-
fort, but a spiritual effort. We must shake off the
lethargy that has been stealing over us and learn
again to respond more readily to the prompting of the
Spirit. This is the chief object of our present work.
Tts result is not to be a dead pile of stones, but a
living body of Christians that have been renewed in
their zeal for the service of the Lord. A mausoleum
may have its use, but our seminary is to be a house
of the living, that throbs with the life with which
the gracious Lord has again endued us. Therefore
we are to provoke one another unto love and to good
works. The rest will follow naturally, easily.

Let us make this our chief aim. Let us work in
this spirit. ILiet us address ourselves to the faith in

the brethren and thus render each other the most
blessed service.

Many have already made a good beginning. They
have struck the right note in their appeal at home
and have provoked unto love and to good works. In
order to broaden the field of their influence, we quote
from a few of the many letters so far received by
Mr. Gamm:

—I am glad that the seminary project has at last
assumed a concrete form and will joyously work for
the cause in the hope of gaining the joyful participa-
tion of my congregation.

__The matter was duly considered in a meeting
of the congregation, and the general opinion was that
a special collector would be able to raise a greater
amount within the congregation than if we ourselves
raised the collection by one of the suggested methods.
This spirit is commendable and augurs well for the
collection.

—_Permit me to say that the one and one-half per
cent plan appealed to all because of its fairness. The
sending of a special collector into the congregation
was deemed unnecessary. The congregation decided
by a unanimous vote, “We will do the work ourselves.
The church council acts as receiving committee ; four
Sundays are set aside for the work; and we will bring
our gifts to them.”

Some couldn’t wait for the committee to start and
right at the meeting they decided to give the com-
mittee proof of their willingness to do the work
themselves, and in a few moments a considerable sum
was subscribed.

May God grant us success in our undertaking, so
that the New Seminary may stand before the world as
a living monument of the gratitude of those who have
experienced the blessings of His soul-saving Gospel.

—The second roll of pamphlets have arrived. They
hit the spot. Just what our people want. Your an-
nouncement that the one and one-half per cent also
includes the indebtedness of the synod pleasantly
surprises me.

__Above all T am pleased to hear that our seminary
will not be built in a wilderness. Some think of post-
poning the project as if we would have more money
two years from now. The site has been bought, the
architect is at work—let us go on in the name of God.

—Both of my congregations have now voted to
take up this collection for the seminary and the deficit
and have asked me to do the collecting, which I will
gladly do. J. B.

__We will not forswear the sun till we find a bet-
ter light, nor leave our Lord until a brighter lover
shall appear; and, since this can never be, we will hold
Him with a grasp immortal, and bind His name as a
seal upon our arm. —Spurgeon.












