The Northwestern Lutheran

The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57.

==

Vol. 10.

Milwaukee, Wis., February 25th, 1923. No. 4.

Tune: “My Hope Is Built On

WHITE AS SNOW

On Calv'ry’s mountain crucified,

My blest Redeemer bled and died,
And with His holy, precious Blood
He reconciled me unto God.

Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

The Lamb of God, for sinners slain,
Cleansed me from sin’s dark, crimson stain,
The Curse of Law for me He bore,
Declared me righteous evermore.

Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

Saved, ransomed, pardoned, justified,
By grace, in Him T shall abide,

And while I dwell on earth proclaim
The glory of His precious Name.
Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

His Word forevermore remains,

His Spirit's pow’'r my faith sustains;
In His dear Father’s grace I rest,

By boundless love and kindness blest.
Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

He conquered death, and grave, and hell,
The risen Christ— Immanuel!

And now before His Father’s throne

He intercedeth for His Own.

Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

His love divine removes all fears,

He dries my penitential tears,

Bids me in His pavilion hide,

When sorrows, griefs, and ills betide.
Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

When Jordan’s billows o’er me roll,

My Pilot will receive my soul,

And guide me safe to Salem’s shore,
Where ransomed throngs His Name adore.
Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

His blood-bought robe of righteousness
Shall be my spotless, glorious dress,
And with triumphant hosts I'll sing
Endless Hosannas to my King!
Eternal life is mine, I know,

Since Jesus washed me white as snow.

Nothing Less.”

ANNA HOPPE,
Milwaukee, Wis.

Thy Will Be Done On Earth; As It Is In Heaven
Matt. 6:10

Is this a hard prayer? To say the words is easy
enough; in fact, nothing seems more easy than to
profess in words complacence and satisfaction in God’s
will. Yet to pray this petition means to learn a les-
son for which the whole life is not too much, and
which of all petitions makes this one the most difficult.

One of the very first steps which this petition
makes obligatory on us is this that we learn to know
God’s will. To know God’s will is not natural to
man, to learn it is not easy. We can never obtain the
knowledge of God’s will by our own reason. That
must be revealed to us, and it is revealed in God’s
Holy Word, particularly in the Gospel.

For what is the will of God for the doing of which
we are asked to pray? There is a supreme will, a
will-power, an intelligent, personal will, which gov-
erns the universe. It is done so regularly and invari-
ably in nature, that men call it the law of nature. In
reality it is only the continual going forth of the po-
tent will of the Creator, the absolute will of our
Father in heaven. Yet interesting and highly in-
structive as this is, we shall not pause to consider,
at any length, what God’s will is in the realm of
nature. Suffice it to say that in every sphere that
can have any possible bearing on the welfare of His
children, the Father’s will is dominant for their good.

What the Father’s will is with reference to man,
Christ, the sole interpreter of that will, tells us in un-
mistakable language. “This is the will of him that
sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and be-
lieveth on him, may have everlasting life,” John 6:40.
God’s will is our eternal salvation. It is the eternal
counsel of God in.which He has decreed to save lost
and condemned mankind through His Son. He says,
I have a fatherly heart for all the world. Sin having
brought death and damnation upon all men, I want
to save them; for I am not willing that any should
perish, but that all should live. But there is only one
way in which I can save them. It is through Jesus
Christ, my Son. He has fulfilled the law for you.
He has died to pay the penalty for appeasing my
wrath, and thus reconciling you unto Myself. And
thus all my grace, all my love and salvation is at your
disposal. You can have it all without money and
without price. You need but accept it in simplicity
of faith. This is My will, my inexorable will. I have
nothing else to offer you.

Jan 23

e
idge

Q

65 N%L'

Rev C Buen



«

50 The Northwestern Lutheran

We see, then, that God’s will concerns our salva-
tion, our salvation through faith in Christ; and that
is so clearly revealed in Scripture that there can be
no mistake about it. From the very beginning this
will of God has been proclaimed; it has never been
changed, and in all the centuries to come there will
be no change. It is the unchangeable, the everlasting
truth that is embodied in His will.

“Father, — Thy will be done.” God, our heavenly
Father, has also a will with respect to our will. He
wants us to make His will our will. It has a very
deep-seated bearing upon our life, its conduct, its at-
titude towards Him, its submission to Him in all
things. Our whole life is to be conformed to the
pattern of His holiness and righteousness. “Further-
more then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you
by the Lord Jesus, that as you have received of us
how ye ought to walk and to please God, so you
would abound more and more. . . . For this is the
will of God, even your sanctification.” 1 Thess. 4:1-3.
Having redeemed us from sin and guilt by the precious
blood of His Son, God would make us new creatures,
which are actuated by a new principle, the regener-
ating grace, enabling us to lead a new life, that life of
righteousness and holiness which He demands in His
holy law, and which is expressive of His holy will.
And as God sometimes sees fit that the very best for
us is suffering, and therefore apportions to us a meas-
ure of chastening, it is His will that whatever of
suffering and trials He is pleased to put upon us
shall be borne willingly.

It is this will of God which we ask in this petition
that it may be done, and which our Catechism calls
“the good and gracious will of God” — His will con-
cerning both our salvation and our sanctification, both
our welfare, present and future, and the duties de-
volved upon us as His children in this life for the
glorification of His name. :

“Thy will be done.” In offering this petition,
then, we pray, “Father in heaven,” grant that Thy
good and gracious will ever be done with us, that Thy
eternal counsels may be carried out throughout the
world, the Gospel of salvation proclaimed among all
men, so that all come to the knowledge of the truth,
and above all that we ourselves be brought to faith in
our Redeemer by Thy Holy Spirit, and be “blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ,
according as Thou hast chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Thyself in love. Having pre-
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to Thyself, according to the good pleasure of
Thy will.” We profess in this petition our approba-
tion of all God’s commands, our acquiescence in all
His proceedings, our cheerful submission and consent
to all His pleasure, joining our suffrage with that
blessed choir in the Revelation, “Great and marvel-

lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and
true are thy ways, thou King of saints.” We do also
pray, that God would grant us the grace willingly to
perform whatever He requires of us, “making us per-
fect in every good work, to do his will, working in us
that which is well-pleasing in his sight,” Hebr. 13:21,
as well as contentedly to bear whatever he layeth
upon us; that God would bestow upon us a perfect
resignation of our wills into His will, enabling us to
say lafter our Lord, “Let not my will, but thine be
done.”

Oh, for a petition such as this! Do we not see,
that it is not an easy matter to pray this Ipetition?
The world cannot pray it. No unregenerate man, no
society of men outside of the communion of saints can
pray it. Of all the petitions this is one he alone can
pray to whom the gracious will of God has been re-
vealed. '

“Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”
Why pray this petition, since the gracious good will
of God is done without our prayer? In answer to the
question, how is God’s will done with us? our
Catechism adds these mighty words:

“When God breaks every evil will and counsel,
and hinders whatever would not let us hallow the
name of God nor let His kingdom come, —such as
the will of the devil, of the world, and of our flesh;
but strengthens and keeps us steadfast in His Word
and in the faith unto our end. This is His gracious
good will.”

Oh, what mighty evil powers opposing this will of
God! There is the will of the devil, which is against
whatever God wills, the determination of the adver-
sary to destroy God’s plans for man’s salvation, and
to hinder God’s eternal counsels from being carried
out, to thwart God in all His proceedings, and to rob
Him of His redeemed souls—to overthrow God’s
Kingdom of grace on earth. To that end Satan is
behind all movements and religions that lead men
away from the redemption by Jesus Christ, and con-
sequently from the true way of justification through
His righteousness. He makes the Gospel to appear
too foolish, gets men to rely on their own righteous-
ness, or fascinates them by luring them into the
paths of fruitlless speculation. Ah, the depths of
Satan are deeper than any man’s learning. His wiles
are stronger than any man’s goodness.

And there is the will of the world. Not the world
of nature that God made; not the world of redeemed
men; but the world which is alienated from God, of
which the apostle says, “the whole world lieth in
wickedness,” 1 John 5:19, the world in so far as it is
Satan’s kingdom over which he rules. Here is the
material which he moulds to the temptatior of man,
inflaming therewith the lusts of the flesh, and making
it so attractive that men will place the enjoyment of
this world over all spiritual blessings.
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Finally there is the will of our own flesh, the
sinful will which still lives in our corrupt nature, a
powerful and dangerous enemy within us which would
not let us hallow the name of God nor let His king-
dom come. :

Yet this is the prayer that it may not be, that this
triple evil will and all the powers of hell may not
triumph over us; that God’s will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven, even from eternity, frustrating and
bringing to naught every evil counsel and purpose
contrary to His will, but strengthening and keeping
us steadwast in His Word and in the faith unto our

end. IE
COMMENTS '
Is the World Going Bad? “Is the world going
bad?” “Prominent

churchmen” are answering this question for a daily
paper. One of these closes his remarks as follows:
“We may be young, we may be given to moods, we
may be clumsy, we do have fun, whose business is it?

“‘Going bad? Not so bad but foolish—young—
adolescent. ’

“We're beginning to get critical ourselves — this
means growing up. ‘Let’s go.”

Too bad, however, that the make-up man did not
find a proper setting for this optimistic reply. Right
next to it there is almost a column telling of juvenile
vice in an Illinois town. “Citizens learned yesterday
that forty-five girls in grammar and high school
grades have been involved.” “Six boys have been
ordered held to the grand jury.” The second column
from this clergyman’s reply tells of an “alienation of
affection” trial. Next to that is a picture of a jewel-
er’s window broken by a burglar.. To the right, we
have a discussion of a bill that aims at extending the
eugenic marriage law also to women. The advocates
of this measure will undoubtedly be able to point to
conditions that to their mind demand laws of this
kind. A minor divorce suit is reported in another
column. 'That is rather unfortunate, but where would
a page be found that would offer the proper setting
for such optimistic opinion? Perhaps the advertising
columns would offer the most congenial surroundings.

J. B.

* * * * *

Two Old Letters In the column reserved for com-
munications from subscribers a
daily paper of one of our large cities had occasion to
print two letters, the second written as an answer to
the first some days after the first appeared. The iden-
tity of the writers is not publicly known but the editor
of the paper is acquainted with both and vouches for
the fact that the writer of the first is not a member
of any church; the writer of the second epistle is a
member in good standing of the Episcopal Church.

The first letter is on the subject “Progress and
Reaction in the Church.” The writer says in part:
“Of all protestant.denominations the Protestant Epis-
copal, or Episcopal Church, known as the Anglican
Church when that part of it which is the state church
of England is meant, has kept more of the Roman
Catholic ritual than any other. This church may
well be described as retaining more of the dogmas
of the time of its origin during the Reformation than
any other protestant body. It is genuinely British-
conservative and watches over the ‘orthodoxy’ of its
ministry and of its laymen with severe discipline.”

‘"The writer then takes up the case of Dr. Grant, of

New York, referring to his heretical utterances and
to the attitude of the press of the liberal churches
which, generally speaking, is rather favorable to Dr.
Grant, professing to believe that he is serving the
cause of progress. Then he comes to the real pur-
pose of his letter and says, “I am not in sympathy
with the sensational preacher. As such I classify
those men who are quite willing to be considered mem-
bers of a certain denomination and subscribe to its
doctrine and- practices in order to secure for them-
selves some parish that assures them of their daily
bread, and then, after they are safely installed, dis-
cover that their views are much more ‘liberal’ than
before, that they can no longer submit to the restraint
and discipline of the old order and therefore feel the
urge to make themselves plain to the world at large.
Their evident aim is to secure for themselves a lucra-
tive position.—To my mind a man of honor would act
quite differently. A man who was educated in the
schools and colleges of a certain denomination, who
received this education because he intended to serve
this denomination in its ministry, who then occupied
a pulpit of that denomination for years, such a man
has only one honorable course open to him when his
conscience does not permit him to go on with his
work in the manner in which his denomination ex-
pects him to go on: he should quietly resign his of-
fice and retire. — But the younger generation may
have a different conception of honor.”

This letter, interesting in itself, provoked a reply
no less interesting. The opening statement, which
we quoted above, requires some correction and the
writer of the second letter administers it gracefully
and makes it the occasion of testifying to a truth that
must be all the more welcome since it comes from
one who is not @ Lutheran.

The second letter: “Under the heading ‘Progress
and Reaction in the Church’ Mr. ‘G. H.” asserted in
your columns that the American (Protestant Episco-
pal) church was the one of ‘all protestant churches

. which had kept more of the ritual of the Roman
Catholic ‘Church than any other’ and that is more
‘conservatively churchly’ than any other, meaning that
it has retained more of its original doctrines and prac-
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tices as established at the time of its beginning during
the Reformation.
“Is this true?

“The notorious Dr. Grant assails the doctrine of
the virgin birth of Jesus and thereby betrays the fact
that he is a true child (enfant terrible) of the Broad
Church party which represents theological’ modern-
ism within the ranks of the Anglican church as a
matter of principle; the New York publication, “The
Churchman,” openly takes the part of Dr. Grant and
defends him against his superiors; the Grant case re-
mains untried — and yet!

“We believe the Lutheran Reformation has re-
tained more of the treasures of the old liturgies than
the Anglican, which in 1548 definitely joined forces
with the Reformed camp of the protestant church One
need but refer to the Church Book of the United
Lutheran Church or to any of the German Lutheran
Church books (Agendas). And do not the Lutheran
Synods, one and all, adhere to the doctrines laid down
in the Book of Concord? A Lutheran minister who
would profess his belief in the pithecoid theory of
human origin (the descent of man from animals), or
who would deny the verbal inspiration of the Bible,
or who would deny the virgin birth of Jesus would
very promptly and unmistakably be placed ‘extra sta-
tum nocendi,” that is, he would be put where he could
do no further harm to the church by being relieved
of his office in the church. But it is a matter of grave
doubt whether there is any clergyman left in the
Anglican church, outside the Low Church (Re-
formed) party, who teaches and believes the verbal
inspiration of Scripture and the biblical account of the
creation of man.

“It is our opinion that the Grant case teaches but
one lesson: let us stand by the church of the Lutheran
Reformation.”

These letters speak for themselves. To the second
we might add the devout wish that the splendid testi-
mony to the biblical faith of its ministry were de-
served by every Lutheran. We are as sure as it is
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possible to be in such matters that the writer’s ob-
servations apply to the clergy of the Synodical Con-

ference. H. K. M.
* * X X *

Expurgating the Bible While there never has been

a time when the Word of
God went unchallenged, the present day seems to offer
the observer the spectacle of an unpanalelled activity
on the part of the arch-enemy. Never was the Word
the object of such insistent, insidious, general attack
as in our day. The skill shown in the selection of
methods as well as instruments would often make us
dumbfounded if we were to forget who directs the
attacking forces and what is at stake. In the follow-
ing, from the Wisconsin News, we are informed of an
onslaught on the Word from one whom you would
expect to be a defender:

An expurgated edition of the Bible with the omission
of certain passages which he says are repugnant to modern
feelings, is advocated by the dean of Durham, one of the most
prominent officials of the Church of England. He says parts
of the Bible are of little value today, and has expounded his
views before the British and Foreign Bible society.

The worthy dean certainly did not arrive at his
astonishing conclusions by a prayerful and humble
study of the Bible, but is guided by an entirely for-
eign consideration — that for “modern feeling.” The
Savior points the way to ward off all such attacks with
His “It is written.” It is written, “All scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness, that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”
No matter what the dean wishes to see expurgated,
his demand presents all the dangers of the entering
wedge. He is seeking to tamper with what is not
his to change. Jesus says: ‘“Whosoever therefore
shall break one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven.” And the Good Book closes with
the awful declaration: “And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of life,
and out of the holy city, and from the things which
are written in this book.” G.

* % * * *

The Third Great Crisis Dr. Machen, of Princeton

University, in addressing
the Moody Bible Institute had some pertinent things
to say in discussing the struggle naging between
liberalism, so-called, and fundamentalism. These are
the modern names that cover the contending parties
in the age-old warfare between Bible faith and moral-
istic ‘humanitarianism. The only difference worth
mentioning between this struggle and the struggle in
which the Church always finds itself in contending for
its faith against the forces of the Devil and the world
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is this: This fight is fought within the existing church
bodies. Dr. Machen said that our time is witnessing
the third great crisis of this sort. The first came in
the second century of the Christian age when the
growing body of the Christian church had to fight
off the encroaching disease of heathen philosophies
which were threatening to debase everything that was
truly Christian to a mere symbolic shell for human
fantasy. The second crisis culminated in the Refor-
mation after centuries of encroaching spiritual gloom,
caused by neglect of the Word. Now we are in the
throes of the third; orthodoxy will surely triumph in
the end, though at this day the liberals nearly domi-
nate the evangelical churches.

One might add that this struggle within the church
has been coming on just as gradually as those other
crises of the church came to a head. It is a slow
growth that the historians will trace without trouble
to the very days of the Reformation. And he will not
stop there. He will see that the germs of disunion and
unbelief were present even in the apostolic church and
that they persist in spite of the incessant watchfulness
of all sound preaching; beginning with Saint Paul and
the other apostles. If the danger cannot be finally re-
moved by such watchfulness it is very evident that it
requires but little inattention on the part of the faith-
ful to invite complete disaster. The church dare never
relax. But Dr. Machen may be quite right in describ-
ing our day as the third great crisis in the old war-
fare. He says some very noteworthy things in for-
tifying the position he takes. We quote him in part.

“The Unitarians, especially the older Unitarians,
were at least honest in their position and did not seek
to sail under false colors. They also believed in God,
while some of the liberals practically rule God out of
the universe.

“The root of modern liberalism is in naturalism,
which is a denial of any creative work of God other
than his creative work in the beginning. The chief
rival of Christianity today is not Mohammedanism or
Hinduism but naturalistic liberalism. Liberalism has
a profound satisfaction with human nature, while the
Bible is clear in describing the exceeding sinfulness of
man.

“The fundamental fault with the modern church is
that it is feverishly engaged in calling the righteous,
but not the sinner, to repentance. They teach that
human nature is essentially good and only needs to be
drawn out. This doctrine is taught in the Sunday
schools as well as in the pulpits.

“Some say that all creeds are equally true, pro-
vided they come out of a Christian experience. This
is equivalent to saying that all creeds are equally false
or uncertain. Being a witness to Christianity is not
simply telling one’s Christian experience, but is wit-
nessing to the truth of the facts of Christianity.”

" commands the highest respect.

Of the many good things Dr. Machen says the
last sentence is especially fine. It explodes the theory
of many (who have labeled their own particular way
of moralizing “Christianity”) that their petty, personal
experience is all the body there is to the religion of
Christ. This libel on Christ cannot stand when one is
reminded of the very obvious truth that Christianity
is nothing if not the faith which rests on all the doc-
trines put before us by Christ in His Word and based
upon the historic facts which this Word establishes.
Unbelief flourishes when the obvious truth is too
timid to keep on asserting itself. It is our business
to keep on asserting it without growing tired.

H. K. M.

* * % % %

Revising the Catechism In the Anglican church
there is a plan on foot to
simplify the wording of the commandments in the
catechism. If the plan is accepted the new wording
will be very much like the one to which we are ac-
customed in our Lutheran catechisms, with the ex-
ception of our Ninth and Tenth commandments (the
two together form the Tenth in the Anglican arrange-
ment). The new form of the Tenth would be: Thou
shall of words, but no

change. H. K. M.

not covet.— An omission

% * * * *

Question and Answer The question is put by the

Western Christian Advocate
in an article entitled, “Isolation Among Churches.”
We reprint it in full, in order that nothing of the spirit
be lost:

There may be a philosophy of isolation that is worthy
the consideration of thoughtful men, but we have our doubts.
The spirit of the age is calling for co-operation. It is in-
sistent upon the necessity of the forces of Christianity at
least that they shall yield that they may work together. The
old stiffness in doctrine, the old intolerance, the old neck-slim
and hidesbound doctrinnaire is the undesirable of the day. And
vet there are those churches which stand aloof from others as
though it were to their advantage to not join in co-operation,
as though they -held such strict doctrines and pure teaching
of our Lord that they cannot afford in the least to compromise
by associating with other bodies of Christian believers. Iso-
lation is just as harmful for a church as it is for a nation.

We wonder why the Protestant Episcopal Church con-
tinues to refuse to become a supporter of the Federal Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in America. So far its leaders
withhold their membership from that body of Protestant Chris-
tians. Twenty odd denominations belong to this organization.
Their representatives meet together and discuss problems com-
mon to all. They pray together, think together, talk to-
gether, and greet each other as brethren in Christ.

The Federal Council presents to the nation Protestantism
as a united front. It is functioning with an efficiency that
During the past six years it
has been one of the most providential organizations in Ameri-
can Christianity. It needs the support of all evangelical
Christians. When will the Protestant Episcopal Church see
its- way to join the other bodies in this great organization?
Will they let their neighbors support and do the work a
part of which rightfully belongs to them?












