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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us.

1 Kings 8:57.
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PILGRIMS
(Past)

My fellow trav'ler, on the desert way

That leads to Canaan, the Promised Land,
Why art thou filled with sorrow and dismay?
Do carnal longings yearn for Egypt's strand,
And for the erstwhile fleshpots thou hast left?
Do fond desires within thy bosom burn

For things of which Jehovah thee bereft?
Wouldst thou again to Pharaoh return?

Think how from early morn till eventide,
The lord of Egypt swung his tyrant-rod,
While thou didst toil in sweat of brow!
Could save from bondage, but unto thy God
Thou criest. Ah, Jehovah heard, and then
Let thee and thine in safety through the sea
While the pursuers drowned! Wouldst thou again
Return, and be a slave instead of free?

No wride

Remember how the God of Jacob fed

His Israél with Manna from on high!

And water from the Rock! Ye lacked not bread;
Your ev'ry need Jehovah could supply!

And His Shekinah glory floods with light

Thy desert path. Then why shouldst thou despond?
O be of cheer! Soon from the mountain height
Thou wilt behold the Canaan beyond!

In that blest land where milk and honey flows,
With thy loved kindred thou in peace wilt dwell!
Forgotten will be all thy present woes,

And of God’s mighty wonders thou wilt tell!
Jehovah’s holy Temple will s#2sound

With songs of joy, and harp ant psalter then

Will bring Him praise, Whose mc-cy doth abound,
And Who delights to show His love to men!

(Present)
My fellow wandrer in this vale of tears
That leads to yonder Canaan above,
Why art thou sorrowful? Why filled with fears?
Thou sure dost know thy gracious God is Love!
Dost thou regret that thou hast left the wori
With all its pleasures, pomp, and show behin.?
That thou aside its vanities hast hurled,
In Christ alone thy One and All to find?

What can earth offer thee to satisfy

Thy soul’s deep longings? For a little while

The foe may bribe thee to believe his lie,

And with his arts thy carnal flesh beguile;

But soon, alas, the thund’rous Law shall roar
From Sinai, demanding death for thee!

Wouldst thou return unto the chains once more
From which thy blest Redeemer set thee free? /

Think how thy Savior left His Home on high,

To dwell with men in poverty below!

How boundless love led Him to bleed and die

To save lost sinners from eternal woe!

And how He rose again, victoriously

Ascending to the throne from whence He came

To plead thy cause! A faithful Friend is He;
How couldst thou bring reproach upon His Name!

Be comforted! Thy Father loves thee still!
His Holy Spirit dwells within thy heart!
Bear thou the cross, obedient to His will;
Thy gracious Lord can strength divine impart.
Soon in celestial realms beyond the sky

The victor’s crown of glory thou wilt wear!

O rest thy hope in that sweet bye and bye,—
Eternal joy shall satisfy thee there!

ANNA HOPPE,
Milwaukee, Wis.
Be Not Slothful In Business
Rom. 12:11

“Be not slothful in business,” let us heed this ad-
monition as we begin our labors in the new year.
The business to which the apostle refers, though it
includes all the duties in life the Lord assigns us, is
chiefly the business of his kingdom. In this, least of
all, should we permit ourselves to grow slothful.

It is the Lord’s business, and that should suffice
to make us alert and fervent, for he is the Lord by
whose grace we live and whose mercy has spared us
in order that we might live for his business.

It is the most important business in which men
may engage, for as members of his body we are to
build that body by leading men to Christ and of edi-
fying them in Christ. It is the business of leading
men to God through Christ for their eternal happiness.

The Lord’s business encompasses the entire world,
it is a vast undertaking, and there are innumerable
tasks to be performed.

It is an urgent business, for our working hours
may soon be over; yes, the entire business may arrive
at its close at any moment.

Let us, then, avoid slothfulness and be alert, active,
faithful, untiring and self-sacrificing in the business
of our Lord.

Let every man be swift to hear. James 1:19.

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of sea-

son ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and
doctrine. 2 Tim. 4:2.
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Fathers, bring up your children in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. Eph. 6:4.

Pray without ceasing. 1 Thess. 5:17.

Let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works: not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together as the manner of some is. Hebr.
10:24-25. (Does this not include attending the meet-
ings of the congregation and a hearty participation in
the work of our synod?) )

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
the Lord loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Cor. 9: 7.

v J.B.

COMMENTS

“The Altars of Dagon” Under the title “The Altars

of Dagon,” the Western
Christian Advocate prints an article from which we
are glad to quote.

The image of Dagon is placed in the modern church in a
strange and fascinating way. Worshipers are kneeling before
it. The unseen God at whose altars the faithful should offer
their sacrifices and prayers is being too much forgotten.
Men are worshiping a substitute Deity. You ask what we
mean; we answer, the modern Christian is making “WORK”
the Dagon of today. Instead of being witnesses to faith in
the invisible ‘God, in whose name we do the work of the King-
dom, we are overstressing the “work itself. In fact, we are
rearing here and there vast monuments which witness to
our disbelief in God’s ability to do without ms. The “work”
has become a substitute for lack of faith; the altars of Dagon
receive our offerings, and there is no one left to test out his
power to maintain himself in form over against the grace and
love of the God who rests men’s souls.

We are suffering from the effect of Dagon worship. We
labor and our lips grow ashen; we toil and our eyes are be-
clouded by the vague mist that cqmes from the loss of sleep.
We yearn for rest; our spirits witness to the need of re-
cuperation, but we have struck the pathway of “work™ and
toil and drive and have lost the trail that leads to God. who
rests our souls.

The reason for this is that we are in the midst of a many-
sided revival of institutional Christianity. We do rear monu-
ments which bring rich blessings, but also involve us in
strange and subtle perils. Nothing is more evident and noth-
ing is more cheap and shallow than for believers in Jesus
Christ to become involved ‘with the origin and responsibilities
of carrying on the institutional life of the kingdom of God
until souls grow lean, eyes grow heavy, and spirits become
unresponsive to the deep things of God.

The perils of the situation lies in the fact that men sub-
stitute service for spiritual devotion. It is possible for a
man to be a manager and a promoter and even profoundly
interested in the institutional life of Christianity, and at -the
same time know nothing about the salvation which Jesus
Christ brings to the believing soul.

A man may be closely associated with a Christian insti-
tution for service and still be a sinner. A man may miss
the spiritual content of the intensive life of the church. We
do not desire by this statement to detract in the least from
the beneficient expression of the spirit of Christianity, but we

do want to call attention to the fact that “works” in whatever
form /do not save the soul; neither do they guarantee the
perpetuity of the church.

The writer declares that unfortunately preachers of
the | gospel sometimes “direct their followers to the
wrong altar. He has the right conception of the func-
tion 'of the church, which is, briefly stated, to lead
men to Christ and to edify them in him.

Trhe peril of the modern spirit is to 'substitute the means
for the end. The end is life in all of its fulness; in all of its
perfection; in all of its aspirations; in all of its enlargement;
in all of its progressiveness; in all of its capacities to receive
Christ and express sonship in God with him.

Th~g perversion of the Christian faith rests in the mistake
of substituting the altar of Dagon for worship of the living
God. Mo wonder men are calling us today to the deeper things
of the Spirit! No wonder they are crying out against the
commer ialism of the age, No wonder they are declaring that
Christianity is becoming material and so institutionalized that
the Spirit has departed from it. We are all in danger of
being mechanicalized and devitalized by the machinery that
works through the levers of programs and involved in the
wheels and cogs of drives and crises, and whirled around by
the spindles of special missions.

We have gone so far that many men would have to be
introduced to Christ in the judgment, for they have not come
to know‘him here, even though they have been engaged de-
votedly in carrying out the program of the “WORKS” of the
Kingdom which he came to establish.

The greatest thing for men in life is to know Jesus Christ.
Without ‘this knowledge all the “works” in the hands of the
man who has lived a long life appear only to have diverted him -
from the course for which his soul has hungered.

Iet those who love the Lord begin *to cry out against the
altars of Dagon. Let his image be found in the morning on
its face toward the ground.

It would be well to read this article again very
carefully and then pause to review in its light the con-
ditions that are growing up among us also. In the
past our church has been singularly sound in this
respect, but are we not drifting from our moorings?
Are we not introducing astivity upon activity and
learning to welcome taese things as a sign of a pro-
gressive spirit that nas so far been wanting among us?
It would be very easy to adduce examples that show
this to be a fact.

THere a man raises his voice in warning who evi-
dently has observed in his own circles the baneful
result of the worship of works. He is convinced that
by it the church has not become enriched, but rather,
impoverished; that it has not gained success, but,
rather, haswebegun to fail of its true purpose; that it
has not grown in the Spirit, but, rather, has begun to
lose the Spirit.  Would it not be wisdom to heed his
warning? - J. B.

* * * * *

Reverence the Word “And now, o ye priests, this
commandment is for you. If
ye will : ot lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name,
saith tr 2 Lord of hosts, I will even send a curse upon

you, and I will curse your blessings. For the priest’s
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lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the
law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the Lord
of hosts.”

Keeping in mind these words of Malachi read the
following:

Paul Henpecked, So He Went Preaching, Says Pastor

Paul, the Apostle, was often hit with superannuated eggs.

One of the reasons he was such a good missionary was a
scolding wife. He’'d rather stay out and preach than go home
and be preached to.

He was a “man without a country,” but the “mental bag-
gage” he carried made him a benefactor of humanity.

Dr. R. B. Stansell, pastor of the Grand Avenue Methodist
Church made the above revelations in a talk to the united train-
ing class of the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. He said if
it had been otherwise Paul might have stuck by wifie and fire-
side and never put ‘Christian literature in classic form.

—Wisconsin News.

The world hears such priests with delight, but God
says:

“What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or
that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth?
Seeing that thou hatest instruction, and casteth my
words behind thee.” Ps. 50. “Thou hast given great
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.”
2 Sam. 12.

“To this man will T look, even to him that is poor
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”

G.

* * * * *

Misquoted “T was entirely misquoted and the paper
report makes an entirely false impres-
sion,” writes the speaker to whom a daily paper had at-
tributed the remarks we discussed in a recent issue
under the heading, “Greater help for church by lay-
man.” We had assumed this to be the case and had
told our readers so, stating as our sole reason for dis-
cussing the report the fact that we meet with just such
argumentation more and more frequently. We de-
plore that the disavowal of the speaker and our dis-
cussion of the subject will reach only the readers of
the Northwestern Lutheran and not as well the gen-
eral public, which will continue to labor under the im-
pression created by the newspaper report. J. B.

Our Father Which Art In Heaven
Matt. 6:9

We could not ask for a better watchword than this
at the threshold of a new year. To whom shall we
go, when shrouded in deepest darkness the fature lies
before us? We are not pessimists; but the signs of a
bright future are all but encouraging. Witness the
political, social and industrial unrest everywhere ap-
parent, the unstable and perilous conditions obtaining
throughout the world, the moral decline of the people
at large, the inroads unbelief is making into the ranks
of Christians, the inimical and dismal forces operating

against the true Church, curtailing her testimony, and
impeding her work in. the training of the young.

Are we, then, to enter the new year with fear and
trembling? No. We are Christians and as such we
know whom we shall take refuge to in these perilous
days as at a'l time. It is “Our Father” who is in
heaven.

A most beautiful, blessed and assuring salutation
or word of address, this! ‘“Father,” this word is one
of the richest in any language, and of all the names
this is one of the most precious. It expresses rela-
tionship. Itis the word of a child addressing a parent,
and here, a Divine parent-God.

There is a knowledge of God which cannot be stated
in mere terms, of which no precise definition can be
given, a knowledge which rather is a matter of sweet
experience, a response of our hearts to Him whose
greatest delight it is to be called by us: “Our Father.”
If we have learned truly to say “Our Father” we
need no other proofs of the existence, and essential
goodness of ‘God. To come to God with the word
“Father” on our lips not only indicates a childlike,
affectionate, and trusting disposition on our part, but
it also reminds us of God’s loving kindness toward
us and His assurance that He is truly our father, and
that we are truly His children; so that with all bold-
ness and confidence we may approach Him as dear
children approach a dear father.

“Our Father.” Much is said nowadays about the
fatherhood of God. Men of the type of universalism
regard God as the father of all men regardless of the
fact that a great disturbing, destroying element has
entered into the world—sin, which has totally severed
man’s original fellowship with God. The fatherhood
of God with these people is all but that revealed in
Scripture. It does ndt concern us here.

“Our Father,” as revealed in the Divine Word, is
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of all those
who by the grace of God believe in Christ, their Savior.
Though sinful and defiled by nature, and alienated
from God, yet purified by the blood of their Redeemer
and reconciled unto their Father in heaven, the be-
lievers, having accepted such redemption by Divine
grace through faith, have become children of God, and_
as such have the right to claim the fatherhood of God.
Says John the Evangelist: “To as many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on His name,” and to
these words St. Paul adds the following affirmation:
“Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.”

“Our Father,” what an unspeakable privilege it is
thus to address God! And what a consolation in days
of trouble! The very address: “Our Father” is ex-
pressive of the comfort and help we may expect at His
hands in our wants and needs, both bodily and spir-
itual. Do we meet with adversities in our lives, do
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troubles of serious character disquiet us, we disclose
it all to Him who replies: “He shall call upon me, and
I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I
will deliver him, and honor him.” Ps. 91:15. Do
chastisements befall us, let us remember, they come
from our Father who speaketh: “My son, despise not
tHou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou
art rebuked of him: for whom the Lord lovest he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re-
ceiveth.” Hebr. 12:5-6. Would sin, the world and
satan tempt us, let us take refuge to our Father who
is mighty to guard and keep us, so that these enemies
shall not prevail against us. Or is the true Church
being assailed by adverse forces for her testimony’s
sake, we commit her care to Him, who exhorts: “Fear
not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.” Luke 12: 32.

“Qur Father.” God being the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ and of all those who believe in Him, it
follows that all true believers not only have a common
Father, whom they serve and worship, but that they
also constitute a fraternal fellowship, a brotherhood
of their own.

Just now the brotherhood of man is one of absorb-
ing interest. But much of that which is being said
about it is vague, and based on faulty principles. Men
would hail the realization of the brotherhood of man
as a millennium. It does not concern us here, no more
than the false conception of the Fatherhood of God
in vogue now.

True brotherhood rests on God’s Fatherhood,
Christ’s Sonship. It constitutes the body of those
who through faith have become brethren in Christ,
the Son of God, and brethren of Christ, their Brother
and Savior, united to Him by the ties of love. Out-
side of this body there is no real brotherhood; no
Christian brotherhood.

“Our Father which art in heaven.” The thought
that our Father is in heaven deepens our reverence for
Him who is exalted above all, and glorifies the
preciousness of His Fatherhood, as being free from

all weakness and all change, vested with the majesty
of eternal power and glory. It reveals Him not only
as a Father, who is willing to help us, but as a mighty
Father, able to help us, able to do great things for us,
more than we can ask or think, while at the same time
it draws our hearts and hopes to our Father’s home,
where with Him we shall dwell forever. J. ]

OUR NEW SEMINARY

The project of a new home for our Theological
Seminary, under consideration since 1919, is at last
beginning to assume a more definite form. That the
progress has been slow, is not to be deplored but,
rather, to be considered as indicative of the true char-

acter of this undertaking. This project was not born .

of the extravagant enthusiasm of a few and adopted
with precipitate haste by an unprepared synod. Spring-
ing from the discussion of a proposition that did not
at all include the immediate erection of new buildings,
the plan to build a new seminary practically proposed
itself to the synod and was adopted only after two
years of careful study and deliberation.

Our synod had long realized the inadequacy of our
present seminary site and had instructed its officers to
acquire several additional acres west of it. For rea-
sons that need not be discussed at this time, these
officers found themselves unable to make this purchase
while the land values were still low. Later, when the
Pabst farm had been platted as the Washington High-
lands, it became apparent that the synod would have
to act immediately if it intended to increase its hold-
ings, as the lots in the Highlands were being sold
rapidly. The lots adjacent to our present property
were offered at the price of $35,705.

The discussion of this proposition at the synod in
New Ulm (1919), brought out the fact that the synod
does not possess a clear title to the present property,
which was donated for the purposes of the Seminary.
Immediately, a strong and general opposition was
voiced against investing any further moneys in a pro-
perty to which we have no clear title. Finally, an
executive committee of seven was appointed and
charged with the duty of studying the entire question
of the development (Ausbau) of our Seminary. This
committee was invested with the authority to in-
struct the Trustees to buy the lots in question if a
clear title to the old property could be obtained and if
the restrictions on the new lots could be removed,
provided that the committee would then find the pur-
chase advisable. If not, the Committee of Seven was
authorized to select and acquire a different site.

Soon after its appointment, the Committee through
its representatives in Milwaukee broached the matter
of a clear title to the old property and the removal of
the restrictions on the lots to be purchased to the
representatives of the Pabst estate, but met with an
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unequivocal refusal in both instances. As soon as
that had been settled, the search for a new site was
begun and, as the instructions given by the synod went
beyond the question of site, also the intensive study
of the requirements of our Seminary and a careful
examination of our present equipment.

Then a meeting was called for November 12th, 1919.
Intent on having this project which originated in the
synod as it was represented in New Ulm remain in the
fullest sense a project of the entire synod, the Com-
mittee asked the presidents of all the Districts and
the Board of Trustees of the Joint Synod to attend,

meeting voted to recommend to the synod that a new
home be erected in or near Milwaukee for our Theo-
logical Seminary.

These recommendation were reported fully to the
synod at its special session in Watertown, July, 1920.
On account of the importance of the undertaking, the
matter was referred back to the Committee for an-
other year. It was understood that the fact that the
Bues’ farm had already been bought was not to re-
strict the Committee from selecting a different site in
Milwaukee or in any other city within the confines
of our synod.
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President Bergemann of the Joint Synod being a
member of the Committee ex-officio. An invitation
to be present at the public hearing was extended also
to all the members of the synod. This policy of con-
ducting public hearings and inviting the co-operation
of all members of synod was continued until its dis-
solution by the Committee of Seven and immediately
adopted by the present Seminary Building Committee.

On November 12th, several sites were visited by
those present, with the result that the Bues’ farm was
selected to be purchased by the Trustees. After a
thorough discussion of the requirements of our Semi-
nary and of its present equipment, this representative

Another year was spent in visiting and investi-
gating other sites that had been suggested. Plans
were even considered to remodel the old building, in
order to make it serve at least a few years longer.
These plans could not, however, be carried out
because the Industrial Commission, which has super-
vision over buildings used for such purposes, refused
to sanction them. So another meeting was held on
the afternoon before the opening of the synod in St.
Peter’s, Milwaukee, and a final hearing on Saturday
evening after the delegates had been given an oppor-
tunity to inspect the seminary building and several
sites that were being considered. This hearing, at












