The Northwestern Lutheran

The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57.
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Translated from the German.

ADVENT
(Wisconsin Synod Hymnal 102:

Gott Lob, ein neues Kirchenjahr)

Another Church Year has begun,
God’s grace anew revealing.
Unbounded wonders He hath done
His faithful promise sealing.

The ancient cov’'nant still remains;
His Spirit’s teaching still sustains
The Church on faith’s foundation.

O Zion, laud Thy God and raise

A song of adoration!

Thou royal Priesthood, grant Him praise

And thanks as Thy oblation.

Bless Him Who through His Word doth come
To sanctify His Christendom

And consecrate His Temple.

We merit not Thy grace to win,

Thou God of our salvation.

Bowed down by guilt, and stained with sin,
Worthy of condemnation,

Our flesh hath naught whereof to boast,
As it reveals a countless host

Of oft-renewed transgressions.

Renew in us the spirit, Lord,

And by Thy loving-kindness

A contrite heart to us afford.

Unveil our carnal blindness.

Grant us desire Thy will to do,

Put off the old, put on the new,
That our whole life may please Thee.

Preserve Thy Sacraments divine!

May Thy blest Word eternal

Upon this vale of darkness shine.

Grant us Thy joy supernal.

O bless Thy Church and schools we pray
And let Thy cov’nants point the way
That leads to life immortal.

Unto Thy shepherds strength afford
And unction in their preaching.

That we may feast upon Thy Word,
Grant purity in teaching.

O may all hearers doers be,

Shield us from vdin hypocrisy,

From doubt and from denial.

O may this dawning Church Year be
A bearer of salvation.

In faith and trust we leave to Thee
Its end and consummation.

On earth Thy Church must battle on,
But when eternity shall dawn
Forever she shall triumph!

Anna Hoppe.

ALL WE LIKE SHEEP HAVE GONE ASTRAY;
WE HAVE TURNED EVERY ONE TO HIS
OWN WAY; AND THE LORD HATH
LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY
OF US ALL. Isaiah 53:6

The inspired writer of the Old Testament writing
the above words, makes some momentous statements.
To most people living in this age of deified man he
would be called a pessimist, a dreamer, a back-number.
These far-reaching statements of the first part are not
exactly a credit to man. Are they true? Let us see.
We see at once the little verse has two parts. For
brevity let us call them: 1) Man’s Way, and 2) God’s
Way.

The first thing said about man’s way is that it is a
“strayed” way. He says: “All we like sheep have
gone astray.” He uses the picture of the shepherd
life. All the sheep have left the care of the shepherd.
They have all strayed on by-paths. There is none
that heeds the shepherd’s voice. Other things than the
shepherd have attracted their attention. They became
engrossed with other pastures than the good shepherd
picked out for them. They would not feed upon the
“green pastures beside the still waters” but strayed
away. And the sad fact, not one did that. Not a few,
but God through the inspired writer says: All we like
sheep have gone astray. All, the universality of the
straying. Itis an everyday and an every member fact.
There is no one excluded, no exceptions made.

Is this picture true to life? Is it the actual condi-
tion of affairs? Let the history of the human race
speak. God had no sooner placed the first people into
that wonderful green pasture of Eden when they went
astray. Astray, so that they were afraid of their
Shepherd (Gen. 3:8). The earth had not existed for
more than perhaps two thousand years and God has
this resume to make of mankind: “Every imagination
of the thoughts of man’s heart are only evil contin-
ually.” All gone astray. He wiped them out with
the flood. A new generation arises. But within less
than one thousand years an Isaiah must cry out in the
words of our text: “All we like sheep have gone
astray.” Eight hundred years later, when the fulness
of time had come (Gal. 4:4) and God sent forth His
Son, the Shepherd, man had gone so far astray that
he didn’t even recognize his Shepherd. “He came into
His own and His own received Him not” (Jh. 1:11).
All gone astray. To-day, conditions in the world
clearly show that man has by no means gotten back to
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the fold. Things have come to such a pass that man
doesn’t know where to turn. We have gotten our-
selves so enmeshed in the brambles and deserts of this
world that ve are at a loss to know what to do. Man
has strayed but does not want to admit it. “All have
sinned (strayed) and come short of the glory of God,”
is the way Paul expresses it in the Spirit in Romans
3:23. “There is none righteous, no not one, there is
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh
after God,” is what he says in the 10th and 11th verses
of this epistle. Reading the first three chapters of
Romans gives us a full, life-size, unretouched picture
of mankind, true to life in every detail.

Have we gone astray? Examine yourself. Are
you finding your greatest joy in God and His blessed
Word? Is it a pleasure to you to hearken unto the
voice of your Shepherd? Do you feel inclined to
“seek first His kingdom and righteousness” trusting
Him to add all other things unto you? Do you find
in Jesus your chief delight? Can you say with David:
“The Lord is my light and my salvation” (Ps. 27:1).
Do we show that our sole concern is to live unto our
Shepherd, as Paul states Galatians 2:20?7 Do we
show great interest in things spiritual pertaining to the
kingdom? Do we find joy in our Bibles? Happiness
to go to services and Bible classes? All we like sheep
have gone astray. It is true.

We have turned everyone to his own way. It is
our own way that we have taken. It is a way con-
cocted by man. It is the way of every man. Here

God Himself tells us that each man has a way, has a
religion, has an explanation of things as he meets
them. Has an answer for the questions that come to
every man: Who am I? Wherg do I come from?
Where am I going? There is no man in this world
that has not a religion, a way, if you wish to call it so.
Only the fool saith: there is no God (Ps. 53), but re-
member it is the fool, trying to fool himself and others.
He knows better. Every one maps out a way for him-
self to get right with God. It is the way of Cain, of
law, of works, of self-assertion, of reform. It is his
own way. His creed reads: Be good and you will be
saved. Listen to what God Himself says of this way:
“There is a way which seems right unto man, but the
end thereof is the way of death (Prov. 14:12). Death,
separation from God, the only source of happiness.
Now let us listen to God’s way. He says: “And
the Lord hath laid on Him (Jesus) the iniquity of us
all.”” That is God’s way of doing. That is beyond
human comprehension. When we were going on in
our own straying ways, God arranged a way. It is
by getting rid of the iniquity, the sin, the evil way. It
is by laying on Jesus the iniquity of us all. O, what
glorious words. In another portion of the word the
Good Shepherd expresses it this way: The Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which is lost (Lu.
19:10). In another parable (Lu. 15:3-7) he brings

it home to us in another way. Read it. Dwell upon
it. Itis for every one of us, for we have all like sheep
gone astray, we have all gone our own way which will
lead to death, damnation, but the Lord sought us and
saved us.

How did God do this? He could not be an in-
dulgent father that closed an eye to these iniquities,
this rebelliousness, this chosing of our own way. He
must be just, yet be able to justify. Yes, He lays on
Christ the iniquity of us all. You are not xcluded.
For all. He finds a way to be just and at .he same
time the justifier of him that believeth (Rom. 3:26;
5:26). Christ bore our sins in His own body on the
tree (1 Pet. 2:24). Behold that Lamb of God taking
away the sins of the world (Jh. 1:29). It is the way
of Blood, for the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son
cleanseth us from all sin (1 Jh. 1:7). The Lord hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Mind you well, He says: hath laid. It is a finished
affair. It is done. You may try to add something to
a finished product but you are not accomplishing any-
thing. Jesus said on the Cross (Jh. 19:30) it is
finished. Let us take Him at His word. We can do
nothing more. No more is required. God gives us
salvation as a gift, not of works lest any man should
boast (Eph. 2:9). God made Him to be Sin that
knew no sin, so that we might become the righteous-
ness of God in Christ (2 Cor. 5:21). Yes, the whole
chapter from which out text is taken, written 700 years
before it came to pass shows us the substitution of
Christ for us. The Lord hath laid on Christ the in-
iquity of us all.

Listen to what Christ Himself says in John 14:6:
I am the Way — no one cometh to the Father but by
Me. He says again: I am the Door: by Me if any man
will enter in he will find pasture (Jh. 10:9). It is
God’s only appointed way, no matter what man says,
and how many ways he advocates it remains true there
is no other Name given under heaven among men by
which we must be saved, but the Name of Christ
Jesus, the only way to salvation (Acts 4:12). No
other way to joy. No other way to get harmony in
that shattered life of yours. No other way to find
peace for your soul. No other way to get right with
God. No other way that will bring you to the happi-
ness above.

Let us quit looking, listening, working, choosing,
spending time, money, energy on other ways and
neither looking to right or left. Go the way that
leads to eternal life through Jesus our Lord (Matt.
7:14). W. F. B.

In this day of blasphemy and rebuke it becomes us
all to abound in testimonies to the truth of God. The
skeptic is loud in his unbelief; let us be equally open
in the avowal of our faith. — Spurgeon.
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COMMENTS

“T,unfoi” Cancer is a real menace; no one thinks of

denying it. The hunt for the germ that
causes it goes on. Every now and then we are told
it has been found. One feels that the patient diligence
of the scientists will be rewarded with success in spite
of the disappointment that follows the many prema-
ture announcements. A disease that is a far greater
menace to society than cancer is spreading unchecked
and not even an effort is made to discover the deadly
germ and, if necessary, to isolate the dangerou$ car-
riers until such time as they can be dealt with. This
greater menace is the mania for organization. The
symptoms are unmistakable. A man gets an idea, not
necessarily a new one, preferably a shopworn, thread-
bare one; nor necessarily a sound one, preferably a
formless, woozy, squidgy one, one that can be dressed
up with big, juicy words so that there is a splash when
it is dropped into the fog of public opinion and thus
is noticed by those who wend their foggy way through
life, stepping high over the obstacles of hard fact, but
boldly slushing through slimy ooze that yields and
spatters. A man gets such an idea; he may have had
it in common with millions of others for a long time
— then suddenly it is fertilized by some freakish acci-
dent of publicity. The idea, or parent germ, develops
amazing fertility; it breaks out, sticks out all over
the body affected and suddenly becomes virulent and
contagious. Nothing will do; there must be an effec-
tive organization to propagate and perpetuate it.
Lives are dedicated to such an aim. With organiza-
tion comes professionalism ; professional promoters of
the idea find that they must live by it if they live for
it and quite naturally they prefer to live comfortably
and well. Tt now becomes a matter of economic
necessity to keep the organization alive and active in
order to preserve the job. Thus the vicious circle is
complete: the man reaches out for what seems to him
to be an idea, the idea needs an organization to express
itself, the organization needs men, these men need the
organization, with or without the idea. Thus are
born the lodges, many religions, many business "en-
terprises, the Ku Klux Klan, and thus was born
“Lunfoi.”

The man in this case is the Reverend Russell H.
Bready, D. D., minister of a Methodist Church in Port
Huron, Michigan. His idea fits the specifications
given above so perfectly that accurate definitions be-
comes impossible, but let us ingratiate ourselves with
its “author” and call it tolerance. The freakish acci-
dent that caused his perfectly domesticated and harm-
less idea to germinate and proliferate so wildly was
really a composite set of more or less fortuitous hap-
penings. The Methodist Church wanted a flagpole;
to want flagpoles is not uncommon in America and in
other countries; in. Wisconsin there is even a law
that makes us want them on school grounds (tell it

not in Gath, but this law has no teeth, it is merely in
the nature of a wish or suggestion). A Jewish busi-
nessman was moved, or prevailed upon, to donate the
flagpole. 'With that insuppressible aptitude which is
peculiar to some churches of mixing up their affairs
with those of the community in general it was de-
cided to make a public affair of the dedication of the
flagpole. The American Legion was invited to make
it one of the features of its Armistice Day program.
The Legion suggested, perhaps, to get Monsignor
Patrick Dunnigan, of Flint, to make the dedicatory
address. This Roman Catholic priest was prominent
among the chaplains of the World War; he accepted
the invitation. Then things began to happen. There
were telephone calls warning against having the
priest take part in the program; the warnings be-
came threats; men were seen loitering about the
Methodist parsonage and the church; there was even
an attempt at vandalism and petty thievery on the
premises. All these things made quite a stir in Port
Huron and the valiant Methodist parson developed a
streak of militancy that defied all interference with
his plans. The Legion promised to protect the pro-
ceedings with force of arms and to guard against pos-
sible riot with tear bombs. Because of the opposition
against the Romanist priest suspicion rested on the
local Klan as being the spoilsport. The Klan was
much grieved by these suspicions and in order to
show that it was innocent of the base charge of perse-
cuting a Jew and a Catholic it became an official par-
ticipant in the plans and donated an American flag to
grace the flagpole. It carried its self-denial still
further and suggested that some negro be found to
hoist the flag on the momentous occasion. It was so
ordered. After excited talk causing postponement of
a few days, the ebullitions in the teapot subsided and
the program was carried through with the assistance
of the veterans’ society of Sarnia, Ontario, just across
the border, which added an international flavor.

And now the Reverend Doctor Bready feels moved
to start a society to perpetuate the beautiful principles
set forth by the idyllic collaboration of Jew and Gen-
tile, of Methodist and Romanist, of white and black,
of Klan and anti-Klan, to say nothing of the added
starters, Canadian military and Church of England.
The society is to be known as “Lunfoi,” an artificial
word made up of the initials of the important words
in the phrase, “Liberty and Union, now and forever,
one and inseparable.”

There is no telling what may happen. Where so
many organizations have been known to take root

and thrive in spite of the handicap that absence of

sense and meaning imposes, it is quite possible that the
Lunfoi will become quite as great a nuisance as other
similar bodies have become. .

Is it then, in any sense an aid to the laudable prin-
ciple of tolerance? Manifestly it is not. For as soon
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as an attempt is made to enforce, or create tolerance
by law, or by force, or by the suasion that comes with
numerical strength, it is bound to foster quite the
opposite. And besides, what business is it of the
Methodist Church of Port Huron, or of any other
church, to marshal the civic forces for any purpose?
If such a church is desirous of furthering the spirit
of tolerance it should do so by working with its own
people with those means which are peculiarly its own.
One finds the whole thing a tangle and muddle of
warped thought; an infantile attempt to cast human
nature into certain molds by a resolution, by a declara-
tion. If there is one public virtue that must thrive
in the consciousness of the individual before it can be
of value to the community it is the spirit of tolerance.
The Christian religion is often spoken of as the re-
ligion of tolerance in spite of the fact that it is an easy
matter to show how Christians at various times have
grossly offended against it. Yet it remains true, the
true Christian is truly tolerant of others while jeal-
ously guarding the truth of God as expressed by his
faith. The very acts which are frequently pointed out
as acts of intolerance by observers who do not under-
stand, are the best evidence of tolerance. When a
Lutheran  Church excludes from membership such who
are not of the faith it is not intolerant; it is content to
let others live and believe as they choose though it
may feel constrained to declare them outside of the
faith. Such genuine tolerance will not be understood
by Lunfoi; for that reason, if the infant Lunfoi lives
and grows, he will become a sore trial to the rest of
us. Just because of his intolerance. H. K. M.

* * * * *

Our Chronicle Not all of the states have safeguarded
their citizens against foolhardy insur-
ance companies. In Pennsylvania twenty-six fraternal
insurance orders were notified that they must show
cause why their licenses should not be revoked. In-
vestigation disclosed the fact that it cost them as high
as seventy-two per cent of the premiums collected to

administer their affairs. It does.not require the serv-

ice of an expert accountant to see that these twenty-six
lodges are going to smash pretty soon. And when
they do, all those who “went into the lodge for the
insurance” will be out their insurance. That kind of
insurance does not insure. Many unsound reasons
are advanced to explain or excuse membership in many
of the mushroom lodges, none is more easily shown
to be unsound than the one about cheap insurance.
There is no such thing. The old rule, gained from
experience, is still fairly-accurate: a fraternal insurance
order that survives the first thirty-five years of its
existence without serious upheaval, if it survives at all,
is a rare bird. And for that many leave their church.
That can only show how little their church has meant
to them.
* * *

The Salvation Army in Corea was also touched by
the economic issue, that is, by dollars and cents. It
had a mutiny in its ranks because two hundred native
Corean workers demanded the same pay given to
white European and American Salvation Army offi-
cers. General Bramhall Booth, who was holding an
inspection of his ranks, was inclined to be conciliatory
and tried to comfort the insurrectionists with promises.
But the militant spirit of the organization seems to
have dominated the hearts of the malcontents and they
gave vent to their displeasure by laying hands on some
of their white officers. This laying on of hands was
not done in prayer but in combat. The police
promptly arrested the army, as Bismarck is once said
to have threatened to do if any English army ever
invaded Germany, and General Booth fell back upon
the prerogative which his military organization grants
him and promptly dismissed the rebels for “un-Chris-
tian insubordination.” We know what he means,
though a quibbler might argue with him about what
might constitute “Christian insubordination.” So
even a military institute in the church is not secure
against insubordination.

*® * ®

For the first time in many years the birthday of
Adam, the first man, was not celebrated in Baltimore.
In 1909 John P. Brady erected a monument to Adam
as an expression of his belief that he had found the
true birthday of the first human being. His calcula-
tions led him to accept October 28th as that day; the
yvear of Adam’s birth he gave as 4004 B. C,, following
therein Ussher’s chronology. Ever since he had
erected the monument he made it a practice to appear
formally at the monument in celebration of the anni-
versary. He died last December and for the first
time in years the monument remained undecorated on
October 28th. Mr. Brady’s idiosynocrasy harmed
none and showed that he accepted his Bible, as he
understood it, marginal notes and all, for most English
Bibles are printed with Ussher’s chronology in the

margin. We do not accept the wild numbers of
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cil of a congregation are entitled to the whole-hearted
support of every member.

2) The congregations have through their representa-
tives voted for a new seminary, and unanimously at that,
though this would not have been absolutely necessary, for
where conscience is not involved, the majority rules, and
a defeated minority will cooperate just as cheerfully as
if its own opinion had prevailed. Thus all congregations
have made themselves responsible for the raising of the
building funds, and, as a resolution of the synod demands
that all necessary funds be on hand before building ope-
rations are begun, for the raising of the entire building
fund, not of one half or three fourths of it.

That is how building committees explain things to
their members when a congregation erects a church, a
school or a parsonage.

So it is also with our synod’s debts. They rest equally
upon all of us as a moral obligation which no one should
slight. At least that is how we want the members of
our congregation to regard the congregation’s debts.

3) This being the case, it is unjust and unbrotherly
to suffer some of the members of the synod to shoulder
the burden, while others do not touch a hand to it, or take
hold only in a desultory manner. Think of the difference
between no contribution at all and a contribution aver-
aging $14.00 a communicant member! In our work we
have seen brethren who are hardly in a position to do
much for the common cause meet their apportionment by
heroic, self-sacrificing work, while others in far better
circumstances either did not respond at all or were con-
tent with contributing a mere pittance.

4) Even if we were now not engaged in a special
undertaking, the welfare of our synod would require that
we earnestly strive to teach each other and to learn the
lesson of truly brotherly cooperation. The lack of this
has resulted in the deficit that has for years burdened our
synod and hampered it in its work.

But under the circumstances it would almost seem
imperative that our program be carried out to the letter.

The men who in 1919 at New Ulm called the atten-
tion of the synod to the fact that it was high time to
secure sufficient land adjacent to the old property for the
future development of the seminary, as the lots in the
highlands were rapidly being sold, then entertained no
thought of a new seminary. That thought was a result
of the work of the Committee of Seven. In 1923 it was
decided to build. When the committee began its cam-
paign for funds, the sentiment made itself felt that we
should not build while we still had debts. With the
compliance of the officers of the synod, our committee
then assumed the additional task of paying off the debts.
This arrangement was more than ratified by the synod in
1923, when the entire debt of over $289,000 was placed
on the shoulders of our committee and the resolution was
adopted that this debt would have to be liquidated and
the entire building fund collected before building opera-
tions could begin.

In consequence of this peculiar development, the so-
lution of the financial difficulties of our synod has be-
come almost inextricably bound up with the success of
the work of the Seminary Building Committee.

If we fail now, after nearly four years of education
and appeal, when shall we be able to make a new attempt
to liquidate our debts, especially in view of the bitter dis-
appointment of those congregations that have kept faith
with the synod and have responded nobly to its call?
That is why we say, it seems almost imperative that the
program of our committee be carried out to the letter.

6) It can be done. The average of $5.40 per com-
municant member is not high. We are told that the
Missouri Synod expects over $6.00 a year from every
communicant member for the next three years for run-
ning expenses and the liquidation of debts. We know it
can be done, because -we have seen it done in congre-
gations that can be described as poor and struggling.

We know it will be done, if all the pastors and: their
church councils come to our support. It will require
work, certainly, perhaps even hard work. But we owe
this work to God and his Church; and this work, faith-
fully performed, will prove the most profitable invest-
ment for the future for all concerned, for ‘the individual
Christian, who has been taught to give, for his home
church, and for the synod. )

And do this work mow. If you defer it, say, only
for another year, when will you ever catch up? Now
is the time.

If the moneys already collected and being held by
you are to help us to get started, they must be sent in

now. You know that your resolutions bind us not to

begin till the moneys are in our hands. The new year
is drawing near. We should have ample time to o the
preparatory work, which we cannot and will not begin,
till our collections cover the estimated cost of the new
seminary and the amount of the “old debt”.

Kindly correct the first line of the tabulation in your
letter to read:

$5.40 — $14.00 per communicant — 96 congre-
gations. .

As we have stated before, we had not planned to
write this article at this time. We have done it in order
to accommodate the brethren. We hope all will avail
themselves of.it for the information of their members.
In conjunction with it, the book of Malachi might b
read and discussed with profit. John Brenner.

APACHE MISSIONS

A friend of our Apache Mission in Arizona has just
done up a package to be sent thither. Some of the
articles she purchased, some for which she no longer had
any use she found in the closet.

The package has been securely tied, the address plain-
ly written, and our friend sits back to view her handi-
work. Then a doubt assails her: “I wonder if they will





































